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Stadsraad van Pretoria 
City Council of Pretoria 

AFD ELI NG VAN DIE STADSEKR ETARIS 
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h/v VERMEULEN· EN VAN OER WALT-STRAAT PO Box 440 
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The Regional Reprensentative : Transvaal 
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PRETORIA 
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Sir 

MUNITORI A,32 1955SA 

TEl EFAX : CITY SEC RETAk Y, ]23-0064 

6 November 1991 
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. "'.t ," ,~ ~ ~ 

'r !, ' I 

ACQUISITION OF A SERVITUDE OVER ERF 617, PRETORIA AND A PORTION OF ERF 
61B, PRETORIA 

As you already know, t2e City Council requires a servitude measuring 
approximately 124,41 mover Erf 617, Pretoria and a portion measuring 
approximately 423,67 m2 of Erf 618, Pretoria (see attached sketch plan 
marked Anne xure AI for the purpose of widening Skinner Street. 

According to the City Engineer, Road Construction on .the two above= 
mentioned properties, are due to commence on 2 January 1992. There= 
fore I have to urgently request your consent to the right of 
access/entry on the erven concerned to my Council and officials and or 
contractors for construction purposes , as from 2 January 1992, pending 
the finalising of the negotiations in respe ct of the acqui s ition of 
the servitude / portion by my Council. 

Your urgent attention concerning thi s matter will be appreciated. 

Yours faithfully 

f CITY SECRETARY 

Indien u binne sewe dae vana' datum hiervan Ikrillel ik 8ansoek 
daarom doen, sal 'n sQortgelyke brief in die ander amptelike 18ndstaal 

aan u gapos word. 

II a w.ritten req ~est is made wit,hin seven days of the dale her~ 
a simlliir letler In the other aillcal language will be sent to ~ 

Munitoria 8 008 1 
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80896, 308 
1301393, 067 
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BEELD DINSDAG, 24 DESCl1I1Ef1 1991 bl. 4 Leer Nr. 

Breer pad 
sal skool 
nie bedreig 
PLANNE om Sklnnerstraat in 
Pretoria 56 te verbreed dat die 
Staatsrnodelskool - 'n Nasionale 
Gedenkwaarctigheid wat reg in 
die pad van die beoogde pad 
staan - nie daardeur geraak sal 
word nie. het reeds ver gevorder. 

Die bre~r Sklnnerstra at sal 
moontlik by die skool s6 beI),n 
word dat dit pieks van bo·oor of 
onderdeur die skoal. lussen die 
skool ~n die Unlversiteit Vista 
deurloop, he t 'n woordvoerdcr 
van die stadsraad van Pretoria 
ge~. 

"Daar sal in Jan113rie tinaal 
besluit word oor hoe die pad In 
die omgewing van die skoal gc· 
bOll sal word sodat die skoal se 
toekoms nie daardeur geraak sal 
word nie. 

"Tenders vir rase 1 van die 
projek - die deel van D.I'. Malan· 
ry laan tot by Andriesstraat - sal 
in Januarie aanstaande jaar aan· 
gevra word. Bouwerk aan di~ 
deel van die pad behoort elnde 
Maart te begin. 

"Bollwerk aan rase 2 - die decl 
van Andriesstraat tot waar die 
pad by Schoemanstraat aansluit 
- sal na verwagtlng in Julie aan· 
s taande jaar begin, Bouwerk aan 
die pad behoort teen Julie 1994 
afgehandel te wees." 

Die Staatsmodelskool in Sklnnerstraat. Pretoria. Die brMr Skinnerstraat 
sal moonllik by die skoal - 'n Nasionale Gedenkwaardigheid - s6 belyn 
word dat dit pleks van bo-oor of onderdeur die skool. tussen die skoot en 
die Unillersiteit Vista sal deurloop. Foto: BfNNY BOOYSEN 
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Di e Sta dsingeni e ur 
St adsra ad va n Pr etor i a 
Posbus 1409 
PRETORIA 
0001 

VIR AANDAG Mn r H D Vorster 

STAATSMODELSKOOL, VAN DER WALT STRAAT, PRETORI A 

~lev Slab be rt 

Pe r f a ks 21 1168 

1 . Personee l van d ie Raad v i r Na s i ona l e Gedenkwaardi l hede (RNG) he t di e skoa l 
o p 21 en 24 Jun ie 1993 be soek nadat klagtes oa r die pad o ntvang is . Die 
aanvaarde plan soos aangedu i o p P~l 326/24 (A I t e rnat i ef 2 ) i s oak weer 
bestud ee r . 

2 . Daar is vera l kommer uitgespreek oar d i e sto r mwa te r'S l oot wa t net Suid van 
di e ge bo ll gegrawe word . Soos u van bewus is , is hie rdi e gebo u ni e o p s tewige 
fo nd a me nte gebou n ie e n kan die s l oa t so naby aan di e ge bou t o t s ka de a an die 
ge bou le i. Ek vernee m graag o f daa r gee n ande r al t e rnat i ef oo rweeg i s n ie? 
Die plann e in bes i t van die RNG dui ook glad n ie su lke detail aan nie . 
De t a ilplann e moet asseblief DRI NGEN D aan hi e rdi e ka ntoo r voo r sie n wo rd. 

3 . Die RNG beveel oak aan dat i n 'n r adius van 40m van die s koa l a f net van 
handearbe id gebruik gemaak word en ni e van ma sj i ner i e n ie . 

4 . Ek ve rneem g r aag watte t' voorste ll e u ko ns u ltan t oar d i e be heer van geraas 
gemaak het . S i e n u sk r ywe van 1993- 09- 13 i n die verband. Hie r die voor stelle 
o f aa nbeveli ngs sal oak eel'S aan d i e Noo r d- Tra nsvaal se Pl a nn e ko mi tee voo r gel;; 
moet wo rd v ir goedkeur i ng alvore ns e ni ge s ulke we rk 'n a anvang neem. Di e 
Stads r aad kan di e geraas verde ,' behee r deur d i e sg . fl ui ste rlaag o p d i e pad 
aan te bring . 

5 . Ek verneem g r aag dr i ng e nd van u . Ek ko n t o t o p hede n ie t ele f oni es me t 
u in kontak ko m n ie . Ek sou g r aag d ie pub li ek wou ge russtel maar ka n dit 
o ngelukkig n ie doe n voo r dat e k a 1 die korrek t e a n twoo rde va n II o ntvang he t 
nie . 

Die uwe 

~ 
STREEK BESTUU RD ER TRANSVAA L 

!LOUOOS .• pf 
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012- 3 138400 PREr·rET 546 POL -TUL 07'93 09:1 _ 

Stadsraad van Pretoria City Council of Pretoria 

DEPARTEMENTVAN DIE 
STADSINGENIEUR 

Venoeringenieurswese & PREMET 
Transportation Engineering 

Faksboodsl(a p 
Fax Message 

TeI.roon: 

CITY ENGINEER'S 
DEPARTEMENT 

Telephone: (012) 313 

Fak3: (1112) 313 8400 
Fnx: 

;::n: tAAb ~Ie Nfls\6IJAL~_ GI<:.l)@.\I<.W~LC'1.t1£D~ :---n:Af-ISVAALSE 
'S-reQ;2(, Ie. A ~-

Vir Aand.g: 
l'orAttention: MJ;\J M. Sl.J\B~~I>--___ _ 

FaksDo: 323 1'1 ~ Fax No: ___ =--__ '-'10=-..:.= .... '--__ . ____ _ 

Van: 
From: 

Getal bladsye, b.icrdic e.en ingeslllit: 
Number of pages, including this ooe: _____ _ __ 

~:::_: __ 4_'-'.,\1--,-,-1 "{..:..~ ____ _______ _ 

Boodslmp 
Message 



NOTULE VAN DIE VERGADERING VAN DIE STREEKKOMITEE GEHOU OP VRYDAG, 
9 JULIE 1993, OM 9:30 TE OU NEDERLANIlSCHE DANKGEIlOIJ, KERKPLEIN B, PRETORIA 

maak van hierdi e opname nie ; 

J . 19.2 ' n gesk i kte pe r soon ge soek wo rd vi r di e maak 
van cli p. npn R..me . Lede vnn d i p. V Rn di e 
S t ree kko mi tee e ll Pl anll (' ko mi t.ce knn 
Voot'ste ll e i n diE' ve l'illlnd ma ak . 

.1.20 INSPEKSIE VAN EGGOGROTTE (9/2/236/10) 

'If'j d ll Preez l ewe r ve r s l ag oo r 'n besoek aan di e 
grot SRll m me t Dr Deacon e n Mr v S l nl)l)prl. Dr Deacon 
hcot. '11 IHl n L;} l IVlllhf'vp l ill~ q no r d ip Lncsl.nncl Vfi ll 

d i p grot e ll di e hnnLp r i ll g vall kl ng t. cs wa l van d ie 
publ iek otltvn ng wo rd . 

~ l n r SlopL ~t.e l vonr dnL tI ,"o ll edi ge ve r s l ag 
sllamgnslc] wo r(1 waL oll dp J' (li e Komi lee l ede ve rs prp i 
wor d ; (~ n lp l p f oll ies hu] menin g dan roo r kry voo rda t 
'n formc l e hes luiL geneem wo r d. 

St r ee kbes tllllrne r 
Trnns vll u l 
Lede van Komi tees 

St r eekbestuu rde r 
Transvaa l 

.1. 21 STAATSMOOELSKOOL, VAN DER WALTSTRAAT, PRETORIA (9/2/258/8) 

' hit· Ho lm r np po t't pp r dilL di e Sti gti ng S imon vnn de r Ste l 
ge r ee l .1 kl ng Les onl vang Vfl n pe r sonee l wa l binne di e gebou 
wpr k oor di0 in vloed wat di e uouaktiwite ite van di e pad 
op die gebou il p t. 

DaR t" wor d RESLU IT rl a t : 

J. 21. 1 'n neeg ! ik e Ofln ame van di e huidige 
toestand Vll tl di e gebou ge maak word: 

J . 21. 2 'n s krywe nan .Iie eienaar Ge ri g wo rd 
waa rin geme lli wo rd dat dna r gerll g t e i s 
van s knge a g v di e pad en da t di e Raad 
di e €' i e nRn r daa ro p wy s dat di e sknde 
Ilrrste l s al moet wo rd; 

J .2 1. 3 'rr skrywe nD11 di e Stads r aad ri g dat 
d i (' R'lG vp rn eem hl'1. van moontl i ke skade 
e tl el a t eli t he r ste l s al moet wo rd ; 

J.2 1. ·1 d ir hlli di gC' t ()"'~ lnlld V f\ :q~('s t p l word 
e ll iJr-s()ck SHllm mf'L d i ,. S t/H.I :q rRnd n f ge I ;; 
wo rd . 

Arg i tek Noord 

S t r eekbes t ulI r de r 
Tr llns vaal 

AI'g i I ek Noo rd 

1~ 
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Stadsraad van Pretoria 
DEPARlEMENT VAN DIE STADSINGENIEUR 

8E V£ RD IEPING MUN IT O RI A 
VERMEUl.EN5 TRAAT, PRETORIA 

MY V'RW. NR C78/32597A 
MY RH. NO . ... ................ ..... .. 

NAVRAE AAN L. JOHANNES Pr Ing 
ENQUIRIES TO .. (VERVOERTNGENIEURSWESE) 

U VERWYS NR 
YOUR REF . NO. 

Die Streekbestuurder Transvaal 
Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwaardighede 
Posbus 7888 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Meneer AANDAG 

STAATSMODELSKOOL, VD WALT-STRAAT 

680 P02 AUG 0S' 93 (!'19: 00 

rJ2. I2.5SJ<t, 
City Council of Pretoria 

CITY ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT 

8TH FlOOR . MUNITORIA 
VE RMEULEN S'IRHT, PRETORIA 

POSBUS 1409 
PO BOX 

PRETORIA 
QO'll 

313- 7911 

x 7158 

HLEGRArIESE ADRES: 
TELEGRAPHI C ADDRESS : AIR OTER 

Teleks/ Telex : 
Pr etor ia Town Clerk . Munitorla, 321955 SA 
Fa x: :t11 1b8 

4 Augus t us 19 93 

MEV SLABBERT 

U skrywe 9/2/258/8 gedateer 25 Junie 1993 het betrekking_ 

Die aangeleentheid is na die betrokke raadgewende ingenieurs, wat 
die projek namens die Stadsraad hanteer, verwys. 

Die insette van laasgenoemde firma is nou beskikbaar en 
vervolgens word daar volgens die genommerde paragrawe in u 
skrywe, soos volg kommentaar gelewer: 

Paragraaf 2 

Aangeheg vind u 'n plan wat die posisie van die stormwaterpyp 
aandui. Die uitgrawing vir die pyp sal ongeveer een meter vanaf 
die suid-westelike hoek van die skool pIaasvind. Daar word tans 
deur middel van toetsgate vasgestel of die gebou deur die 
uitgrawing geraak sal wULll, waarna claar beslui t sal word oor die 
nodigheid om die roete van die pyplyn te verander. Daar salop 
'n la tere geleentheid verder h ieroor aan u gerapporteer word. 

Paragraaf 3 

Dit is nie prakties moontlik dat net hande-arbeid binne 40m van 
die gebou gebruik word nie. Sekere van die padbouwerke moet deur 
masjiene uitgevoer word_ 

Paragraaf 4/ ..... . 

Indip.n u binne SI:c!WC dae van.)f dJlt.Jnl hif;rvan !:o\..rift~li~ a;lOsot;'k doen. S.'l"" 50ortgel)'ke brief in die ~nder amplelike landstaal ~\a n u gesluur word. 
If " wri llen reque:Sl is made wid'lin seve n days of 'he d;,fe hereof, a similar I~lter in the other official l.al\~ uage wil l be senl 10 yOLI. 



.' 
012-31 3840 0 PREt"lET 680 P03 Aue; 0 5 '93 09:01 

paragraaf 4 

Die konsultante is tans besig om voorstelle vir die beheer van 
geraas met die SABS te bespreek. Sodra die ontwerp gefinaliseer 
is, sal die inligting verskaf word. 

Daar word vertrou dat bogenoemde voldoende is, totdat meer 
inligting heskikbaar is. 

Die uwe 

SINGENIEUR 
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Stadsraad van Pretoria City Council of Pretoria 
DEPARTEMENT VAN DIE STADSINGENIEUR 

8E VERDIEPING MUNITORIA 
VERMEULENSTRAAT, PRETORIA 

MY VERW. NR 
MY REf . NO. 

C78/32597A 

NAVRAE AA N L. JOHANNES Pr Ing 
ENQU IRIES TO . ... (VERVOERINGENIEURSWESE) 

U VERWYS NR 
YOUR REf . NO. 

- ·PReTe R.I!",,- r-. 

\ J3."~~1~~~;~·~tl_l; ' ,~' ~ ' ~c-., 
\ ON T~~-l-R-,~-.C-;~;:; .~. 

Die Streekbestuurder Transvaal 
Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwaardighede 
Posbus 7888 
PRETORIA 
0001 

CITY ENGINEER 'S DEPARTMENT 

8TH rLOOR . MUNITORIA 
VE RMEULEN STREET, PRETORIA 

POSBUS 1409 
PO BOX 

PRETORIA 
0001 

313-7911 

x 7158 

TELEGRAfIESE ADRES : 
TELE G RAPHI C ADDRESS : AlROTER 

T eleks/ T elex: 
Pretoria Town Clerk , Muniloria , 321955 SA 
Fa x: 21 11 btj 

4 Augustus 1993 

Meneer AANDAG MEV SLABBERT 

STAATSMODELSKOOL, VD WALT-STRAAT 

U skrywe 9/2/258/8 gedateer 25 Junie 1993 het betrekking. 

Die aangeleentheid is na die betrokke raadgewende ingenieurs, wat 
die projek namens die Stadsraad hanteer, verwys. 

Die insette van laasgenoemde firma is nou beskikbaar en 
vervolgens word daar volgens die genommerde paragrawe in u 
skrywe, soos volg kommentaar gelewer: 

Paragraaf 2 

Aangeheg vind u 'n plan wat die posisie van die stormwaterpyp 
aandui. Die uitgrawing vir die pyp sal ongeveer een meter vanaf 
die suid-westelike hoek van die skool plaasvind. Daar word tans 
deur middel van toetsgate vasgestel of die gebou deur die 
uitgrawing geraak sal word, waarna daar besluit sal word oor die 
nodigheid om die roete van die pyplyn te verander. Daar salop 
'n latere geleentheid verder hieroor aan u gerapporteer word. 

paragraaf 3 

Dit is nie prakties moontlik dat net hande-arbeid binne 40m van 
die gebou gebruik word nie. Sekere van die padbouwerke moet deur 
masjiene uitgevoer word. 

paragraaf 4/ ..... . 

Indien u binne ~ewe d ae v.)Il.lf d.lIIHn hif'I V,ln ~k rj ft dik a;lII !>ock docn. S,.I 'II sOOITgC'lykt· hi iC" ill tli(' ,mdt' I ,lIllpldik" I.IIHhl.I ,II .l.111 U ~;<' ~ llIUI wurd . 
If a wrill en requ~sl is made within seven days of the date hereof, a similar letler in the olher official I.lnguage wi ll be se nt to you. 

Mllnii olia 80167 
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Paraqraaf 4 

Die konsultante is tans besiq om voorstelle vir die beheer van 
qeraas met die SABS te bespreek. Sodra die ontwerp qefinaliseer 
is, sal die inligtinq verskaf word. 

Daar word vertrou dat bogenoemde voldoende is, totdat meer 
inliqtinq beskikbaar is. 

Die uwe 

SINGENIEUR 
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9/2/258/8 

C78/32597A 

19 93 - 09 -16 

Die Stadsingenieur 
Stadsraad van Pretoria 
Posbus1409 
PRETORIA 
0001 

AANDAG: Mnr L Johannes 

Menee r 

STAATSMODELSKOOL, VAN DER WALTSTRAAT, PRETORIA 

Mev Slabbert 

1. Dankie vir u skrywe gedateer4 Augustus 1993 wat betrekking 
het . 

2 . Die saak is op '0 v ergadering van die Transvaalse 
Streekkomitee bespreek . Daar is op daardie vergadering besluit 
dat die Argitek van die Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwaardighede 'n 
volledige opname van die struktuur sal maak soos hy n ou daar 
u itsien. 

3 . Die idee van hi e rdie opname is d a t sou die padboubedrywighede 
die struktuur op enige wyse be skadig die skade uitgewys sal kan 
word. 

4 . Ek wil dit graag beklemtoon dat die Streekkomitee, en ook 
heelwat lede van die publiek wat hierdie kantoor kontak, 
bekommerd is oor die moontlike skade wat die straatverlegging aan 
die gebou e kan aanrig . 

5 . Die Stadsra ad van Pretoria sal verantwoordelik gehou word v ir 
enige moontlike skade aan die gebou deur die verbreding van die 
pad . 

Die uwe 

~ 
STREEKBESTUURDER TRANSVAAL 



NATIONAL MO NUMENTS COUNC IL 

ARCHITECT NORTH 

FILE NOTE 

REF: 9/2/258/8 

BY: Arc hi tect North 

RE: STAATS MODEL SCHOOL, PRETORIA 
SURVEY OF EXISTING CONDITION 

DATE : 1993.09.24 

1. The Staats Mode l School was inspected by the wri t e r and Miss M. Birch 
( N~IC Professional Officer) on Thursday 16 Septembe r 1993. 

2. A carefu l inspecti on was made of the interi o r a nd exter ior of the 
building no ti ng a ny signs of exist ing cracking and damage to the fabric of the 
building . These notes were transferred to a sketch plan of the building ( copy 
attached). 

3 . Mr. De Beer, an offi c ial working at the Staats Model School info rmed t he 
writer that the most recent r e -painting of the interior of t he building had 
been completed at the beg inning of 1987 . The cracki ng visible in the 
plasterwork could therefore have taken place at any stage within this six year 
period. 

4 . The building appears to be structurally sound except f or a bad crack and 
moveme nt in the North- West corner . A real problem, at this point i n time 
appears to be the widespread evide nce of l eaki ng through the roof. 

5. The major damage to the exte rnal envelope of the bui I ding appears to 
have been c a use d by l ong- te rm weathering to t he mo rta r joints and inadequate 
maintenance o f the gutters, the r esul tant damp causing extensi ve e fflo rescence 
on the f acebrick beneat h the ve randah's a nd damaging the pa inted internal wall 
surfaces . 

6. The potential fo r structura l damage due to the future increase in 
traffi c remains a valid conce rn and one whi ch will have to be assessed over 
ti me . 

W. A. Martinson. B. Ar ch . M. Arc h 

WA~I/bs 
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9/2/258/008 

8 October 1993 

Mr . G. V. Macintosh 
Resident Engineer: Skinner St Phase II 
VKE Consulti ng Engineers 
Skinner Street Site Office 
PRETORIA 

Dear Mr. Macintosh 

STAATS MODEL SKOOL , SKINNER STREET, PRETORIA 

Mr . W. Martinson 

By fax: 320- 5103 

1. The informal site meeting held on Monday 27 September 1993 attended by ~Ir. H. 
Schreurs (VKE/SVP) ; Mr. H. Smit (Bouraath) and ~Ir. W. Martinson (N~IC) refers. 

2. A survey drawing prepared by Mr. Martinson recording the exis ting condit ion of 
the Staats ~lodel Skool as at 16-09-1993, was tabled (copy attached) . Those present 
then inspected the building in detail. Mr . Smit was in agreement with the survey 
drawing and initialled t hose points describing the existing structural damage. 

3. The survey drawing dated 16-09-1993 was primaril y a record of the condition 
internally , and those present at the mee ting then made a careful inspection of the 
external South and West facades . The points aris ing out of this inspection were 
added as a r ev ision to the original survey drawing. 

5. Noting t he localised c racking in most of the sandstone window surrounds to the 
South facade, it was agreed that ~I r . ~Iartinson would make a detailed inspection and 
that his findi ngs would be submitted to you . 

6 . A measured drawing of a typical window surround was prepared (copy attached) 
which identifies the various subsidiary parts. The existing damage to each window 
surround as at 5 .10.1993 is noted be l ow: 

Window 1 No damage apparent 

Window 2 Lower mullion - diagona l c rack at junc tion with sill. 
LHS and RHS Transome - diagonal cracks at junction with mullion. 

Window 3 No damage apparent 

Window 4 LHS Head - diagonal c t"ack at j unction with upper mullion. 

Window 5 RHS sill - damage to soffit of sill edge. 
RHS Transome - diagonal c rack at junction with upper mullion . 



• , 
Window 6 

Window 7 

Window 8 

RHS Transome - diagonal crack at junction with mullion. 
LHS Transome - diagonal crack at junction with mullion. 

LHS Transome - diagonal crack at junction with mullion. 

RHS Transome - diagonal crack at junction with mullion. 
LHS Transome - diagonal crack at junction with mullion. 

LHS Sill String-course-profiled cement infill to small portion of 
string-course. 

Window 9: RHS sill - upperside of sill badly chipped . 

Window 10: No damage apparent. 

Window 11: LHS Upper J amb - vertical crack (± 300 mm) at junc tion with LHS 
Head . 

LHS and RHS Head - diagonal crack at junction with upper mullion. 

7. The two facades were photographed and a detail photograph was taken of all 11 
windows . (Copies available on request). 

8. It was noted that soil was being heaped against the building at the south-west 
corner and that a hose-pipe had been wired onto the cast-iron down pipe No 3. It is 
r equested that such potentially damaging practises be avoided in future. 

Yours faithfully 

ARCHITECT NORTH 

WAM/bs 

CC. City Enginee rs Department By fax: 21 - 1168 
City Counc il of Pretoria 
P.O. Box 1409 
PRETORIA 
0001 Att: Mr. L. Johannes 
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DIE KAMER VAN WINSTON CHURCHILL 

In band .642, in die dr. W.J. Leyds-argief 
(Transvaalse Argiefbewaarplek) is In groot. 
hoeveelheid gegewens in verband met die ont
snapp:j.ng . .van Churchill uit die 'Staatsmodel
school I . op 12.12.1899. ' Onder di~ dokuI!lente is 
die verslag van die Kommissie Ondersoek, be- ' 
staande uit regter dr. Schagen van Leeuwen en 
landdros H.W. Zeiler, is · 'n skets ' van die . 
skoolgebou. Soos bekend is die gebou deur in
gang in twee dele verdeel. Di~ gand word, 
halwerwee deur In dwarsgang in twee verdeel. 
Van die ·.voorkant gesien vertoon die skets aan 
die regtekant In vyftal klaskamers wes van die 
dwarsgang. Agter die dwarsgang is In verdere . 
vyf klaskamers. In die middelste klaskamer was 
Churchill: gehuisves. . . 

KOL DR.J AN PLOEGER. , 
• l - - :,- "'7' - - - ... - - - - -



~o tul e van di e Transvaalse Slreekkomilee se vergadering van 1993-11-12 

beskikbaar l e stel. 

B.3. Staatsmodelskool. Van der lIallstraat. Pretoria -'(9/Z/258/81 

Mnr Holm noem dal hy onlan~s 'n oprnep van 'n persoon ontvang het wat binne 
die gpboll werk. Die wprkne .. enrs versoek dat die Stadsralld van Pretoria 
gpnllder word "et die versopk dst daar aan die kant van die skool oak 'n 
keerwal aangehring word soos d/lar aan die Rnderkant geboen word 011 sodoende 
die gebou te bp"kerll tef>n voprluie wa'- lloontlik hlli~e heheer raak. 

Oaar word RESLllTT 
dal so 'n vprsopk aan dip St",lsralld van Preloria gerig word.Slreekbestuurder 

C. AFSLUITING 

Die Voorsillpr hedank die \pde vir hill leenwoordigheid en bydraes. 

Voorsitter Sekrelaris 

8 



9/2/258/8 

1993-12-23 

Die Stadsingenieur 
Stadsraad van Pretoria 
Posbus 1409 
PRETORIA 
0001 

AANDAG : Mnr Johannes 

STAATSMODELSKOOL, VAN DER WALTSTRAAT, PRETORIA 

Mev Slabbert 

1. Vandat daar op die Suidoostelike hoek van Skinner- en van der 
Waltstraat 'n buffer / reling aangebring is, word hierdie kantoor 
gedurig gekontak met navrae of daar ook op die Noordoostelike 
hoek 'n soortgelyke buffer aangebring gaan word. 

Personeel van die kantoor het die terrein besoek en het gevoel 
dat so 'n buffer sekerlik ook van groot waarde sou wees in die 
beskerming van die skoolgebou . 

Sou 'n motor moon tlik buite beheer raak, sal so 'n buffer baie 
beslis van uiterste belang wees. 

2 . Die saak is ook op 'n vergadering van die Pretoriatak van die 
Stigting Simon van der Stel bespreek en is ek ook van daardie 
kant gevra om die Stadsraad met hierdie versoek te nader. 

3. Ek sal di t waardeer indien u hierdie mo ontl ikhe id kan 
ondersoek en hierdie kantoor so gou moontlik in kennis kan stel. 

Die uwe 

~ 
STREEKBESTUURDER TRANSVAAL 



9/2m8/008 

ir. i. Kar tinson 

7 Febrmy 199 4 

Mr. G. V. Mac int osh 
Resident Engineer: Skinner St . Phase II 
VKE Consulting Engineers 
P.O. Box 72927 
LYNNWOODRIDGE 
0081 

Dear Mr. Mac intosh 

STAATS MODEL SCHOOL, SKINNER STREET, PRETORIA 

By fax: 320-5103 

1 . My letter dated 8 October 1993 and my subsequent telephone discussion with you 
on 19 October 1993 r e fer. 

2. Noting that the National Monuments Council has to date not yet rece ived a 
written response to my letter it is assumed that you were in agreement with the 
condition of the Staats Model School both inte rnally and externally as 
described there in. Should any subsequent damage to the building be recorded 
once the roadworks are complete, the ex ten t of the new damage could be measured 
against what was existing . 

3 . Wi th regard to the abovementioned t e lephone discussion, I would like to r ecord 
t he co mments arising out of our discussion. 

3 .1 Change to specification of road base 

In order to minimise the use of large vibrating roller-compacters, the base 
s pecification had been revised for the section of Skinner st in the immediate 
vi cini ty of the school. The material spec ified would have a l ower density but 
a highe r strength . Thi s revision was to be provided as an instruction to the 
contractor. (It woul d be appreciated if a copy of the revised specification 
could be forwarded t o the National Monuments Counc il for our records). 

3.2 Natural Ground Level 

The natura l ground Level , along the south and west facades, that existed prior 
to the start of the roadworks , was to be re - instated. In other words the 
finished ground level was to occur beneath the leve l of the top of the hammer 

anOlf007 .• p[ 



dressed stone plinth. This would ensure that damp did not penetrate either the 
sandstone base course or the face-brick wall above . 

3.3 New-Jersey Barrier 

The public perception that a concrete barrier was necessary on the north side 
of the street was apparently inaccurate. Traffic travelling from west to east 
along Skinner Street had made the necessary directional changes when reaching 
the School and the potential for vehicles to collide with the school building 
was there fore minimal . 

4. The wri te r visited the site on Friday 4 February 1994 to record the progress 
o f the works . It was noted that the soil heaped against the south-west corner 
of the building (noted in our l e tter of 8 October 1993) had only recently been 
r emoved. This had caused extensive efflorescence on the affected face-bricks. 

Yours sincerel y 

1 " 

VlLUAM A iVrAR1'fNSON 

ARCHITECT NORTH 

WAM/bs 

cc City Engineers Department 
Ci ty Council of Pretoria 
P. O. Box 1409 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Attn: Mr. L. Johannes 

anO lf00 7,'p f 



1TAAT5 MO DEL- ')(ijool-

P RETORIA NEWS 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 9 1996 

Education library staff 
upset over new plan 

,. ymust 
we go to 
Jo'burg?' 
Staff Reporter 50 years without complaint. 

"There's no real need for. the li
Disgruntled TED Library Service brary to be in Johannesburg as the 
personnel have hit out at the propos- majority of its work has been done 
ed move to Johannesburg, claiming by telephonic or postal contact with 
it was "totally unnecessary". '.. par<;;ls being ~patched. as necess-

. "Apart from the huge cost of ac- ary, she SOld. . . ' 
tually moving the library with all its It appears it's ·not only' profes.
books, periodicals, videos and sional staff who will be affected by 
everything else; what about library the move, a. ilale for which has not 
staff?;',:a.st;lffer who preferte<i ~o re-. -, apparent!¥. ~ S'lL.c,. . 

'. mam:-anonyroous .said: '7 :;. ,- .. :',' .There '.:~-:; 76 : adJnjnistrildYe 
. < We 'haye been told!P.'llY 13 of . workers, in9Jl.sling·'cleaners an4.se
the 62 pI()fessionallibrary staff are to , curity stifh,-vorking at tKe library in 
be ' abso~into thelib~ when it . the Staats MocfeJ:Schoo1buildingi; !n
opens its dbo", inJoh"l!"~burg. .', Van der WaI\StteeL ..... -.. . ', _ 

"What will happen to' the .reS.t .~. They ·haYe';.:apparentlY-'.been 
who have·been providing .Gauteng given letters.similar to those receiv-

.. schools ~th a multitude pf library ed by professional, staff_ .'. 

. and' information services over the The library is cumfntly housed. 
years?" she-asked. in a National Monument and con-

_ :They have been given letters by tains some '34O 000 books, tens of . 
the Gaut,,!,g Education Department thousands of periodicals and audicr 
statihi; t1\ey will have positions-until visual equipment 
the end of July. . . - It is to be' moved to Johannes-

"AfterthatiL'sacaseofeitherbe- burg as part of theshilt of Gauteng 
ing ab.sorbed into the neW library in provincial government departments. 
Johannesburg or being told 'sorry, to theGtyof Gold '- the new provin-
youniv;, no job' or being transferred cial capital. . 
to some out of the way post: ' she Neither Gauteng director ofedu-
said. . cation James Maseko or director' of . . 

The worst aspect of the move, support services Edcent Williams, . 
according to her, was that the library whose department will be handling 
had been delivering an efficient and the actual move, were available. for 
well-respected service to schools for comment yesterday. 



9f2/2581H 

M r F En.limull 

13 Aug ulI l 199H 

The Gauteng Department of Education 

Attention: Mr I L Van Ocr Ham (3rd !loor, room 326) By fax: (0 1 I) 3335548 

Maintenance: Staats Model School, Pretoria 

1. 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

? ' _.J 

2.4 

2.5 

3. 

Our s ite meeting on 12 August 1998 refers. 

Herewith written confirm ation of matters di scussed: 

The immed iate waterproofing of the roof and replacement of rotten ceiling boards is accepted in 
principle. 

The insta llation of asbestos fi re walls in the roof is acceptable. 

The causes for disintegration of the brickwork en deteriorat ion of sandstone in certain areas on the 
exterior should be investigated further. It is recommended that a professional such as Anton Jansen 
of AJ Construction be consulted in Utis regard. 

The brick'work supporting the decorative finial on Ule souUleastem gable of the main bui Iding appear 
to have deteriorated substantially. Inunedi ate steps shou ld be taken to stabil ise this part of the 
sl!llctl lfe. The stabili ty of all other fmi als should also be investigated and action taken accordingly. 

It is recommended that the exterior window shutters on the western facade be removed and replaced 
by awnings that are more sensitive to the historic pcriod of the building. 

The structure appears to be in a general state of decay. The NMC strongly recommends that a 
conservation strategy be drafted and appropria te funds made avai lable for thorough restoration. 

Yours sincerely 

FRANCOIS ERASMUS 

Assistant Regional Manager: Northem Region 
for 
REG IONA L MANAGER: NORT HERN REG ION 
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NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bernard Scholtz, Head Auxili ary Services 

FROM : Jennifer Kitto, Assistant Regional Manager 

DATE: 15 October 1998 

REF. NO.: 912/258/008 

RE: Replacement of bronze plaque at Staatsmodelskool, Pretoria 

Hester Nel in formed me by phone yesterday that the bronze plaque that was fixed to the school 
has been stolen. They would like it to be replaced as soon as possible as the school will be 100 
years old next year and they are expecting many visitors. 

Herewith please fi nd the detai ls of the previous plaque, including dimensions and wording (on two 
separate pages). Please let me know as soon as possible what can be do ne, so that I can info rm 
Ms Nel. T he theft has been repon ed to the Preto ri a Central po li ce stati on; the case number is 
MAS 208 1/07/98, and the person Ms Nel spoke to was Sergeant Mphahlele . 

Thank you to r yo ur help _ 

Regards 

Jenn ifer 

...... '4 3M 
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OCT 14 "38 12 : 2:3 TOD-/'/EDI AD IENS 

._-- (' -- L "/ .., i' 

.,J!/! !'.11 '\. '1 

? 
'1. ? 

rf, . 
STAATS MODEL SCHOOL 

P . 2 

J. OP 30 JA.'\!U!\RIE 1897 1S DIE STAATSMODEL SCHOOL E1\ NOR..'V1AAL SCHUUL 
2 V A.N DIE ZUID-AFRIKAANSE REPUtlLJ.J::K. U1::.'t.JR DIE SUPERlNTH';DI:~.;r 
.3 VA.'\! DIEONDERWYSDEPARTEMENT, PROFESSOR DR K MA.J\SVELT. 

GEOPEN 
.;,; nI F, HEER 5CHI'J./< W BURGER, LID V A.J\ DIE U(TVOEREKDE RAAD \' A_1\ 
:) DIE REPUBLIEK, HET DIE REGERING VERTEE 'WOORDIG DIE HJ::t.K 

F.W.WAGl\'ER 
b WAS DIE EERSTE SKOOLHOOF GEDURENDE DIE TWEEDE 

VR YHEIDSOORLOG 
7 1899-1902 IS BRITSE KR YGSGEV AN GENE OFFISIERE IN DIE GEBOU 

GEHUISVES 
'5' VA_,\! H1ER HET WIl\STON S CHlJRCHlLL, DESTYDS 

OORLOGSKORRESPONDENT 
<.> OP 12 DESEMBER 1899 ONTSNAP 

1 
;p 

HISTORIESE ;I.10)lUMENTE KONLvUSSIE 

STATE MODEL SCHOOL 

" ,. ON 30 JMUARY 1897 THE STATE !\10DEL SCHOOL A..~"D ).IOR.!Y[AL COLLEGE 
2 OF THE SOUTH AFRlCA1"i REPl)BLIC WAS OPENED BY THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 
:5 OF EDlJCATION, PROFESSOR DR N . MANSVELT N1R. SCl-IALK W . BC'RGER 

MEMBER 
'i OF THE EXECUTIVE COU,~UL Ur i.HE RLPtJBLIC REPRESDfT[ D TIlE 

GOVEM'MENT 
.) MR F.w. WAG!\ER WAS THE FIRST HEADMASTER DG'Rl!\G THE ANGLO-

BOER 
(. WAR IN J899-1902, THE SCHOOL WAS USED AS A PRISm.: FOR BRJTISH 
'7 OFFICERS, AND FRO~d HERE WIKSTO:'of S. CHURCHILL. THEN A WAR 
3' CORRESPONDENT, ESCAPED ON 12TH DECE!\1BER 1899. 

HISTORJr.AL MONUMENT COM.\{[SSION 

i ;: ,\ !: 
I ' 1 .-. ," / i . .t.) 1/ .:.-t? -=: fY I ,. K._ / I 

, , '--' 
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TRANSVAAL 

'. 
1. Staats Model SCh ool. Pretor ia . AGREFD t o e r ec t a p l aqu e 

wi th the fo l lowing i nsc r ipti on: -

STAATS MODEL SCHOOL 

OP 20 J ANUARI E 1897 I S DIE STAATS NODEL SCHOOL EN NORMAAL 

SCHOOL VAN DI E ZUI D-AFRI KAANSE REPUBLI EK DEUR DI E 

SUPERINTENDEN T VAN Ol\TDE-:VlYS PROFESSOR DR . N. MANS VELT 

GEOPEN . DIE HEER SCHALK W. BURGER,. LID VAN DI E UI TVOERENDE 

RAAD VAN DIE REPUBLIEK HET DI E REG E RI NG VERTEEN1"rOORDIG. 

DI E HEER F . vi . VlAGNER VIAS DI E FERSTE SKOCLHOOF . GEDURENDE 

DI E TWH DE VRYHEIDSOORLOG 1899-1902 I S BRI TSE KRYGSG FVANGE ./ 

OFFI SIERE I N DI E GEBOU GEHUI SVES . VAN HIFR HLT WINSTON S. 

'-Z
CHURCHILL ~ DESTYDS OORLOGSKORRESPONDEN T, OP B DESEJVIBER l 899 

ONTSNAP. 

Hlstori ese Monumentekomml ssie . 

STATE MODEL SCHOOL 

ON 20 J ANUARY 1897 THE STATE I'70DEL kHOOL AND NORMi\.L 

COLLEGE OF THE SOuTH AFRI CAN REPUBLIC l';.4S OPENED BY THE 

SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUC.4TI ON P ROFESSOR DR N. r.ANSVFLT . 

~)IjR SCl{;lU( 1·1 . BURGER, MHffiER OF THE EXECUTI VE COUNC I L OF 

THE REPUBLIC REP RESENTED THE GOVERHl1ENT . rm F . W. WAGNER 

VIAS THE FIRS T HFJl.Df·lASTER . DURnlG THE ANGLO- BOER WAR IN 

1899-1902 THE SCHOOL liAS USED AS .4 PRISON FbR BRITI SH 

OFFI CERS , JI.ND FROM HE RE ~IINSTON S . CHURCHILL , THEN A 
/2-

WAR CORRESPONDENT, ES CAPED ON l3' DECEI1BER 1899, 

Historica l f'lonuments Commission 
- --------

. " 
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Hester Nel 

B J Scholtz 

18 November 1998 

Mev Hester Nel 
Biblioteek en Inligtingsdiens 
Privaatsak X290 
PRETORIA 
000 1 

Geagte Mev Nel 

'. \I,!I,,' ... 

BRONSGEDENKPLAAT: STAATS MODEL SCHOOL, PRETORIA 

Aangeheg vind asseblief 'n uitleg van die bewoording vir die bogenoemde plaat. Die vervaardigers 
het u groottes van die plaat geneem en ons hoop dat dit sal pas by die plek waar dit aangebring 
gaan word. In die Afrikaanse weergawe praat hulle van NORMAAL SCHOOL en in die Engelse 
weergawe weer van NORMAL COLLEGE. 

Ons verneem graag of u akkoord gaan met die bewoording op die uitleg asook die grootte, 
voordat die plaat gemaak gaan word. Sal u asseblief die uitleg met u komrnentaar terug stuur, 
verkieslik voorkeurpos. 

Die uwe 

nms DIREKTEUR 
BIS/ 

tI 1.11 \\ , . .\\11 1I]{!jJ·\\ i'>."tH.I'\lI .\A' Illl· D1RI.).; 1 It R 11· RIC, 1::-' PI! \ LK\\\"!)!:-'-l .~S"l)\1\ILH 1'1: \!rID 

1'1 I_ .... ~! \!)llrt! V ... \\ I. (-\ lRR1,.~ po:-:nL'(": '1'\) "111E DIRt<. TOR .\S\1 Qt -,lTE 1'1 It' IUorF.RI~!\<':1;: "':l.\\BI'R 
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.s tN AFJtlCA 

,ldiet servants-Troopers Cahill 
:n and c.taped. However, it soon 
, had not been mi~ and the 
.fe to make their o"n escape. On 
I that he would like to go with 
,. One of the many advantages of 
,cicnt administration was that the 
er a roll call; this meant that it 
to be missing for days before his 

. ; Cahill and Bridges had demon
(aldane arid Brockie were hoping 
er, if.Churchill went with them 
·it escape would pass unnoticed. 
and away the most conspicuous 
01 '; everything he did attracted 
:ed by the Secretary of State for 

innumerable newspaper repor
.nyone who took the slightest 
son h.d become one of the sights 
be detected immediately. Well 
very receptive to his hints . 

I
ff'. Two days later he again 

, hurchill had some hopes of 
9th December he told me 

ng that Sergeant-Major Brockie 
:ggestecf coming with us.' Hal
on. Brockie was very much op
d p"tson in their plan but, on 
\dcr obligation to Churchill for 
'moured train. According to his 
of Brockie's objections and left 
,rchill, however, claims it was 
them should go together. 
e plan was definitely modified to 
that as Churchill was not as fit 
,rirlg from the shoulder he had 
une should attempt the fence to
'e him a leg up. Once tbey were 
:'ollow. From then on Haldane 

i 

P. c 

oVER THE GARDEN WALL 

,TheY decldedtO-make an a"mmpt on 11 D'e-ce-m-be""'ij The dinner 
!iour, whlch- .tatted at I o'clock, was c;onslQefe<nIie best tiroe 
because the sentries were usually more relaxed while the 
officers were eating. The afternoon was spent in an agony of 
suspense. Churcbill was to claim that he had not experienced 
such uncertain terror since his schooldays and it appears, from 
an entry in Haldane's diary, that he caused the other two much 
anxiety by talking openly about the intended escape. He un
doubted}y had good reason to feel nervous. Any prisoner caught 
attemptmg an escape would be at tbe mercy of the trigger
bappy sentries; once astride the fence even the most inexper
ienced marksman could not miss them. 

Shortly before the dirmer bell rang, Haldane and Churchill 
crossed to the lavatory. They were accompanied by several 
officers who were in on the secret. It was hoped tbat these 
officers, by retwning to the main building separately and at 
intervals, would give the ,.ntry the impression that the lavatory 
was empty and that he might then feel ftee to move from his 
post. But it did not work out like that. The officers left, the 
sentry remained firmly in position and, eventually, Hald""e and 
Churchill were forced to abandon the plan. However the ex
perience was not entirely wasted. While waiting, they had 
noticed that by 7.45 the moon illuminated the area. This cut 

. time for ' to a minimum. 
:: news of the British defeats at 
Ii defeats so decisive that even 

This made them 

Deltoro. At seven o'clock Churchill, 
Haldane and a group of officers again crossed the yard and 
entered the lavatory; again the officers left and the sentry showed 
no signs of moving and again Churchill and Haldane decided to 
~ostpon. theil' escape. On returning to the main building this 
t,me, however, they were met by Brockie who had been waiting 
on .the verandah and who noW accused them of being afraid. 
~hlS ~rmoyed .H31dane; he told Broekie to go and judge the 
~ltuatlOn for himself. Brockie crossed the yard and disappeared 
mto the lav.tory. Churchill and Holdane waited for a while, then 
Churchill decided to go and see what was happening. He met 

207 

(hvrc,hilb In 

RobE;.(-{ -CS / B 
. i..J:.,'NY,o-W 

~ Atf,-c..CI 
ITIO 



CHAPTER XXI 

CAPE FROM THE BOERS--l 

e first three weeks of my captivity, although 
• to all plans of revolt or escape, I was " 
,~ng with the Boer Authorities that , 
, me as a Press correspondent. .-rhey reolied' 
,rfcited my non-combatant statuS by 
3 the armoured train light. 1 conte. 
:d a shot . and had betl\ tolc.en unarmed . 
. trUe. But the N_tol neWspapers had 
:he 'Boers. These conbiftCd glowing account 
ios, :lnd attributed the escape of the c; -

i entirely to me, General J oubert therefo~ 
,t even if I had not fired a shot myself, I 
:!oer operations by freeing the engine, ~d 
, fore be treated \IS a prisoneroOf-war. As 
of this decision, in the first weelt of Decel 

.0 escape. 
",scribe what 1 wrote at the time where 1 

on it. 

I ESC.4PE FROM ·THE BOER.S :183 

,~ dlscov .. ed ,by several of the prison ... that when the sentries 
t~ ,a1ong the eastern side walked _bout on their be.ts they were 

cerbin momenta un.ble to ste the top of a few yards of 
wall near the small circular lavatory office wlllch can be 

on the plan. The electric lights in the middle of the 
rangle brilliantly lighted the whole place, but the eastern 
w/.s in shadow. The lint thing '1"'" th0stfore to pass 

twO sentries near the office. It was necessarY to hit off 
exact moment when both their backs should be turned 

After the wall was .caled we should be 'in the 
ofthcvi1l~ ne.xtpOor. There the plail came to an 

Everythi!)g ~g this was vague and uncertain. How 
out of the garden, ho .. no pass unnoticed through the 

how to 'evade the patrols that' surrounded the town, 
d.above all how to cover the two hundred and eighty miles 

portuguese frontier, were questions which would arise 

stage.' 

ogether with Captain Haldane and Lieute~:ant Brockie 
lade ~ a,bp.r.ti~_ !!tf:!:m$,t, not pushed with 'any decision, 
l.5CCember I J. -rhet. was nO difficulty in getting into 
~C!rcularoliice. But to climb out of it over the wall 

haz..rd of the sharpest character. Anyone doing 
at the moment he was on the ' top of the waU be 

visible to the sentries fifteen yards away, if they 
the right place and happened to ' look 1 Whether 

would challenge or fire depended entirely upon 
idividual dispositions, and no one could tell what they 

Nevert1!.e1~.I . ~a~ .. ~ete'!llined that !'9t!'i!'8 
~ my taking the plunge th"e next. d.aJ(... ·A. the 
~Ij..iwaji-my fears ' ciySi:tIl1Zea more .nd more. into 

the " 'ening, after my .twO friends h~d mad~ 
not found . the moment ,pt?pi~?u, I 

~ . . _.' quad"'~"'le" .and . .ecictedm";;-lf : iii~Cthe . ,~ .. . " --teo . . . .. .'. 1~ .. ,~. . ) 
ii:e'.:'-i'Tbrough. an capC$J:c; in: the '1riF# ':~!zig ' , 

watched thii iciltnc$;\'"For el;m,,·ti.me . 
aid obstnictiVe:-"~Theh .ii.l1 'of a ~ddoih 

, ~'o ((i:'MJ '~~:j "l:r~ ~ 
" .... Ch,j.:r(':;f, ; , !f~ W,.s: 

q 
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ED FROM PRETORIA. 

~tails was grad~~ly ac· 
I in December the plan 
on. 
,hat month two of our 
:longing to the t 8th 
in breaking out and 

1bed over the offices at 
during the dinner-hour, 
vigilance of the sentries 
.d. I believe the police 
had gone, but thinking 
be missed said nothing 
~mmandant. The two 
lfterwards. were caught 

'

from Pretoria, and 
were lodged in jail. 

ese, men made one feel 
Je lost, and all that was 
and unobservant sentry, 

19 the dinner-hour move 
is post and provide the 
ty. 
:hurchill, as I have said, 
of release, but on the 9th 

lle they were dissipated, 
Sergeant- Major Brockie 

\...,. 

LIFE AT THE MODEL SCHOOL. 
P.4 

53 

and I intended to escape, he suggested 
coming with us. We consented, though the 
certainty that he would be missed within a 
few hours lessened the chances of success. 
As for Brockie and me, we knew that our 
absence would , hardly be noticed, since at 
this time no roll. calls were held and no 
apparent record kept of the number of 

pri~o~~rs at J:he. M<?4,~L s..c~ool. . I We made a half.hearted atte~pt o.n the"'7 
I I th, when matters were unfavourable, and~ 

/3H '~'i7 on the aext nig,:ht ~eci~ed~ ,~.if ~s~~bl~; 
, but as the moon would rise about 7.45 P,M. 

and illuminate the dark spot where we- meant 
to break out, the opportunity would, we 
knew, be a fleeting one. .. There is many a 

y, 

" 

, , 
; 
~. 

slip," as the proverb has it, and Brockie and 
I were doomed to disappointment. Churchill. 
saw his chance and took itj but when I tried 
to follow, the sentry, who now obstinately 
stuck to his post, saw me, and to go was 
impossible. 

I will not dwell longer on this unsuccess
ful attempt, for on the principle that 

"Things witbout remedy 
Should be without regard; what's done is done,"-

II (' P " From: HOW Lv,v e~cC(p€-cl -tic>\"1 :re..'ti'1 iC1 -

\~A.\....i)A N E .A.. 
Afri~o.tlQ ~f'nnl:. libl6r:J Jh b· 
{Cn1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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9f2l2S81S 

Mr I" EraSnlUS 

I' March 1999 

The Director: Mr Alan Moonsemmy 
Directorate Buil ding Services 
Gauteng Department of Education 
POBox 7710 
JOHANNESBURG 
2000 

Attention: Mr Van der Ham 

Dear Sir 

Staats Model School: Repair and maintenance 

I. A site meeting on 12 August 1999, letter dated 13 August 1999 and telephonic discussion 
between myself and Mr Van der Ham of your department on 9 March 1999 refers . 

2. The structure was inspected by a representative on 10 March 1999. 

3. It was NOTED that: 

3.1 The waterproofing of the roof and replacement of rotten ceiling boards is still outstanding. 
The NMC requests as a matter of urgency that this matter is attended to . 

3.2 A follow up inspection of the roof has revealed that not only the south-eastern gab le fini al 
is structurally unstable, but that all four finial s need to be removed and the rotten 
brickwork be replaced. 

3.5 The drainage system appears to be deficient in certain areas causing water damage to the 
sandstone and brick. A thorough cleaning and repair of this system should also be 
undertaken as a matter of urgency. 

4. The National Monuments Council wishes to cordially remind the Gauteng Department of 
Education that the structure is a declared national monument. Used as a prison for British 
officers during the 1899-1 902 South Aft'ican War, thi s structure houses some unique 
examples of wartime graffiti and as such forms an important tourist destination for the 
upcoming commemoration. In its present condition it may be said that the building is likely 



to cause embarrassment to the Gauteng Education Department and it is trusted that funds 
will be made available to at least ensure the proper maintenance of the structure. 

5. As with any other property, it is expected that an owner will maintain a national 
monument in good condition. 

Yours sincerely 

FRJ'I.NCO\S ER SMUS 

Assistant Regional Manager: Northern Region 
for 
REGIONAL MANAGER: NORTHERN REGION 



IAJKI 
~ \~<.SY('8"or 

A J KONSTRUKSIE BK ICONSTRUCTIO Ncc 

I:8:J 912-514, Silverton 0127 
Fasciaweg 108, Silvertondale Tel: (012) 804-1023 Faks (012) 804-1054 

Sedert 1969 

1999-03-24 

The Assistant Regional Manager 
National Monuments Counci l Northern Region 
POBox 87552 
HOUGHTON 
204 1 

ATTENTION MR FRANCOIS ERASMUS 

STAATS MODEL SCHOOL: RESTORATION OF FINIALS 

OlJR REF 778.01 

Our site visit (1999.03. 10) to the above school refers and we report as follows. 

All 4 (four) finia ls require immediate attention and we suggest the following procedure: 

Take down sandstone finial. 

2 Demoli sh brickwork for approx. 1 metre. 

3 Treat existing steel anchors with anti-rust. 

4 New red face brick, reduce thickness by IOmm, and brick-up. 

5 Non-chemical pressure cleaning of sandstone finial and re-install. 

The e.stimated cost for the above would be R 5 000.00 per finial. 

Yours fa ithfu ll y 

Lede/ Membe c;,: A . Jd tlsen, A.R . Jansen (N ,Di p Kons lrub iebestuu r/Con str uclion Manag ement) 

Re g. r-i o. 95/04708/23 



9/21258/8 & 9/2/258/25 

777.01 & 778.01 

29 Maart 1999 

Mnr F Erasmus 

A J Konstruksie BK 
Posbus 9 12-514 
SILVERTON 
0 127 

Beste Anton 

Restourasie: Staatsmodel School en Staatsmeisjesskool, Pretoria 

I. Hiennee erkenning van ontvangs van jou twee skrywes onderskeidelik gedateer II en 24 
Maart 1999. 

2. ' n Verslag rakende noodsaaklike opknappings- en restourasiewerk aan die twee geboue 
is aan die Gauteng Onderwys Departement gestuur. 

Groetnis 

fRAi~CO I ERASMU 
Assistent Streeksbestuurder: Noordelike S+..........,t.,. 



9/2/258/8 

B J Scholtz 

3 May 1999 

Messrs McCallum & Castle 
POBox 1264 
CAPETOWN 
8000 

Dear Sir 

BRONZE PLAQUE: "STAATS MODEL SCHOOL", PRETORIA 

We have had an enquiry from the owners concerning the progress of the above-mentioned plaque. 

It would be appreciated if the plaque could be sent to directly to : 

Mrs Hester Nel 
Library and Information Services 
Staats Model School 
Van der Walt Street 
PRETORIA 0002 

Her telephone number in Pretoria is (012) 322 7685 

Thank you. 

Yours faithfully 

for DIRECTOR 
BJS/ 



, 

GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES 

EnqWrles: 

Ref.: 

Ttl.: 
Fax: 

(012) )22·7685 
(012) )22·7699 

Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwaardighede 
. Posbus 4637 
KAAPSTAD 
8000 

Geagte meneer Scholtz 

BRONSGEDENKPLAA T: UITLEG 

Hiermee die uitleg van die bronsgedenkplaat aan u terug. Alles Iyk in orde. 

* Die fontgroottes en vorm is baie duidelik . 

Pri_ Boa X290 
PRETORIA 
0001 

I Desember 1998 

* Die naam van die 'Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwaardigheid ' en 'National Monuments Council ' 
* moet asseblief effens kleiJler wees as die teks 
• . Ek het ook weer oorgemeet en ek dink dat sal goed wees as die plaat 83 X67cm gemaak word 
• om speling te los vir die skroewe. 
• Op ons voorbeeld is dit ook Zuid-Afrikaanse 

Baie dankie en ' n Geseende Feesgety! 

Vriendel i ke groete 

-iJwtM ~ 
,/\/V . MONA NIEMAND 
7 I W AARNEMENDE HOOF ONDERWYS BIBLIOTEEK 

.. " . 

. ,-.-
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JVlr 10" [rnslllus 

I U December 1999 

Directorate Building Services 
Gauteng Department of Education 

Attention: Mr Bronkhorst 

Dear Sir 

By fax: (011) 3550 148 

Staats Model School: Repair of the roof and ceilings 

I. A site meeting with the contractor appointed to repair the roof and ceilings of the above 
national monument on 30 November 1999 refers. 

2. On inspection the above repairs appear to have been executed to the satisfaction of the 
NMC. 

Yours sincerely 

FRANCOIS ERASMUS 

Assistant Regional Manager: Northern Region 
for 
REGIONAL MANAGER: NORTHERN REGION 
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; ... 1 r Ii Er:lsmus 

10 Dccclllbu 1999 

The Staats Model School 
Private Bag X290 
PRETORIA 
000 1 

Attention: Ms Mona Niemand 

Dear Madam 

Paintwork and uncovering of historic graffiti: Staats Model School, 
Pretoria 

1. A site meeting with Ms Helena Snyman of your department on 30 November 1999 refers . 

2. The National Monuments Council (NMC) is led to believe that the interio r of the structure 
may be repainted in the near future . Although painting is generally considered to be of a 
cosmetic nature and a permit for such is therefore not required from this office, we 
nevertheless consider the structure to be of such significance that we wish to send you 
certain guidelines on this . 

5. Regarding the above, the United States of America preservation brief 
(http ://www. housenet.co). in the section on choosing a paint treatment for an hi storic 
building when it is being rehabilitated, recommends that: 

... more latitude exists in choosing both the kind of new paint as well as color 
because the goal is the efficient reuse of interior spaces. Decisions about new paint 
often weigh factors such as economy and durability - use of a high quality standard 
paint from a local or national company and application by a qualified contractor. 
Color choices may be based on paint research reports prepared for interior rooms 
of comparable date and style. More often, though, current color values and taste 
are taken into account. Again, the safer paint formulations are used. 



6. Further to the above, one of the internationally accepted conservation principles is that 
one should not attempt to improve on the original design or concept of an historic 
structure. Any rehabilitation project should strive to reinforce, but not to dominate the 
existing qualities of the space/so 

7. The NMC welcomes the owner's concern to effectively and sensitively maintain their 
property. We are most happy to consult with yourselves and your contractor at any time 
during the process in order to ensure that the best results are achieved. 

8. Regarding the historic graffiti, this office understands that the individual worlcing on the 
project is away on maternity leave but that the drive to uncover it has not petered out. It 
would be a pity if the search is to be abandoned. 

Yours sincerely 
Flr\ t:. ,~ S U 

Assistant Regional Manager: Northern Region 
for 
REGIONAL MANAGER NORTHERN REGION 
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