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APPENDIX A 

MOTIVATING MEMORANDUM 

  



 
 

 

1. APPLICATION 
 

Motivating memorandum supporting an application being made under the KwaZulu-Natal Heritage 

Act, 2008 for a proposed telecommunications infrastructure to existing building for Mobile 

Telephone Networks (Pty) Ltd on Portion 3 of Erf 8201 Durban, within the EThekwini Metropolitan 

Municipality 

This memorandum supports the application. 

The Town planning considerations objectives will be discussed in order to describe the site and 

surrounding and to familiarize and motivate the application. The memorandum will show the need 

and desirability as well as the suitability for the proposed establishment. 

 

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Local Authority  -  EThekwini Metropolitan Municipality 

District Municipality -  EThekwini Municipality 

Property Description -  Portion 3 of Erf 8201 Durban 

Street address  -  329 Sydney Road, Durban 

Property Size  -  4047m2 

Registered Owner  - Scarlet Ribbon Properties 67 

Existing Land Use  - To be confirmed 

Title Deed Number  - T6730/2004 

Topography   - There are no indications from a 

Topographical and geographical point of view available that 

shows that problems may arise because of the proposed 

development. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

3. MOTIVATION 
 

The information below will be presented and discussed from a ‘Needs and Desirability’ aspect with 

reference to the proposed development. 

NEED (Timing of the proposed development) 

a. Is the land use associated with the activity being applied for considered and agreed to by 
the relevant environmental authority? 
Yes, as per the amended NEMA regulations listing notice 3 activity 3. The proposed site does 
not fall within any of the specified geographical areas and is therefore not a listed activity 
requiring environmental authorisation. (See Appendix A) 
 

b. Does the community/area need the activity and associated land use concerned, is it a 
social priority? 
Yes, it is a basic human right to have access to communication, and therefore a social 
priority. These all place heavy demands on existing communication resources. The existing 
communication infrastructure needs to be upgraded. In certain areas new communications 
infrastructure is required in order to meet the current and future demands for both voice 
and data communication requirements.  
 

c. Will the proposal cater for additional capacity for future services and other operators? 
Yes, the proposal will cater for communication service offerings that may be available in the 

future. The proposal has been engineered to facilitate an additional telecommunications 

operator.    

d. Is this project part of a national programme to address an issue of national concern or 
importance? 
Yes, it is a license requirement stipulated by the Independent Communications Authority of 

South Africa (ICASA) that MTN provide wireless communication services for the population 

of South Africa. 

DESIRABILITY (Placing of the proposed development) 

e. Is the proposed development the best practicable option? 
Yes, the chosen site location provides the most benefit with respect to the provision of 

communication services and least damage to the environment, at a cost acceptable to the 

surrounding communities, in the long term as well in the short term.   

f. Would the approval compromise the integrity of the existing approved or future planned 
Municipal IDP and SDP and the integrity of the environmental management priorities for 
the area? 



 
 

 

No, approval would complement and enhance the integrity of the existing and future IDP 

and SDP of the Municipality and due to the location and design, environmental priorities 

would not be affected or the effects would be minimal. 

g. Do location factors favour this land use within the chosen project area? 
It will favour this land use, the proposed telecommunications mast will provide necessary 

communication and data services to the surrounding community and residents of the town. 

h. How will the development impact on sensitive natural and cultural areas? 
There will be no impact on sensitive and cultural areas from a development aspect within 
the immediate area. 
 

i. How will the development impact on people’s health and well being? 
There will be no noise or odours from the proposed development. Visually the proposed 

development will have minimal impact. The effect on health and wellbeing is negligible and 

the proposed equipment will operate well within safety guidelines established by, The World 

Health Organisation (WHO), International Commission on No-ionizing Radiation Protection 

(ICNIRP) and the Directorate of Radiation Control.   

4. CONCLUSION 
 

Mobile telephony has become an integral part of the South African way of life and fulfils an 

important role in every person’s daily routine. Mobile phones have become of utmost importance, 

due to the fact that communication is made much easier and more readily available. In order to 

provide mobile telephone communication, mobile telephone masts with antennae and associated 

base stations have to be provided and they have to be placed in specific localities. 

Mobile telephones have made a positive impact on people’s lives, as it has provided better access to 

emergency services and better security in many situations. The demand and popularity of mobile 

telephones surpassed all expectations and subsequently the existing networks are insufficient to 

handle the capacity in certain areas. 

The development of mobile telephone networks is of national interest because it promotes 

communications and places mobile telephone communication within reach of the entire population. 

MTN have undertaken to ensure they are able to provide the service level requested by their 

subscribers and also the proposed installation is not visually obtrusive or environmentally harmful in 

any way. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

In addition we submit the following positive factors and activities that MTN practice and conform to: 

1. Practise appropriate environmental management system and policy in place, which is 
audited on a regular basis. 
 

2. Complies with the Guidelines for Limiting Exposure to Time Varying Electro, Magnetic and 
Electromagnetic Fields as compiled by the Department of Health, 1998. 

 
3. Has implemented a Risk Control Management Process based on the NOSA 5 Star System. 

 
4. South African Bureau of Standards ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 certification. 

 
It is the opinion of BSO International that the location and design of the mast and associated base 

station equipment will have a minimal impact on the surrounding area. 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

(Extract taken from No. R. 546 National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (ACT NO. 107 of 1998) 

LISTING NOTICE 3: LIST OF ACTIVITIES AND 

COMPETENT AUTHORITIES IDENTIFIED IN TERMS OF 

SECTIONS 24 (2) AND 24 (D) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
  



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APPENDIX E 
LETTER FROM DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX F 
LANDOWNER CONSENT 

 
 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G 
TITLE DEEDS 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX H 
SURVEYOR’S GENERAL DIAGRAM 

 



 
 

 

Appendix I: 

 



 
 

 

Appendix J: 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX J 

DRAWINGS 

(See attached) 

 


