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Department:.
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001 Fedsure Building - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3911 - Fax (+ 2712} 322 2682

NEAS Referance; DEA/EIAN000341/2011
'DEA Refersnce: 12/12/20/2209
Entuiries: Takalani Maswime _
Telephone: 012-310-3780 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mail: TMaswimefenvironment.gov.za

Ms Romoya Dorasamy

Exxaro Resources and Watt Energy (Pty) Lid
PO Box 9229

PRETORIA

0001

Tel no: 012 307 4815
Cell: 083 452 6578
Fax nio: (012) 307 5285

E-mail: Romaya.Dorasamy@exxaro.com

PER-FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Ms Dorasamy

APPLICATION. FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN.TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R.544 AND 545: PROPOSED 100MW
TSITSIKAMMA COMMUNITY WIND ENERGY FACILITY IN THE TSITSIKAMMA AREA, EASTERN
CAPE PROVINCE ' '

With reference to the abovementioned application, please. be advised that the Depafhnent has decided
to accept the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) dated October 2011 and grant authorisation. The
environmental authorisation and reasons for the decision are attached herewith, '

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing
and within 12 (twelve) days of the date of .the EA_ of the Department’s decision. in respect of your
application as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the
Regulations, -

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulations, which prescribes the appeal procedure o be
followed. This procedure is. summarised in the attached document Kindly include a copy of this
document with the letter of nolification to interested and affected parties. .

Should the applicant or any other party wish to appeal-any aspect of the decision a notice of intention to
appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellants with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of ong of the following methods:

By facsimile: 012 320 7561;
By post; Private Bag X447,




Pretoria, 0001; or

By hand: 2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,
cnr. Van der Walt and Pretorius Streets,
Preforia,

If the applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention fo appeal
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a nofice indicating where, and for what
period, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

Please include the Department (Affention: Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation) in the list of
interested and affected parties, notified through your nofification fetter to interestéd and affected parties,
for record purposes. :

Appeals must be submitted in writing to: .
Mr T Zwane, Senior Legal Administration Officer {Appeals) of this Department at the above mentioned
- addresses or fax number. Mr Zwane can also be contacted at:

Tel: 012-310-3929

Email: -tzwan@envirdnment.gov.za

The authorised activities shalt not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation. Further, please nofe that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the authorisation
or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals procedure.

Mrishaam Abader .
Deputy Director-General: Environmental Quality and Protection-
Department of Environmental Affairs

" olfesfoorn

cC: Mr Joha von Mayer | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd | Ter: (011) 234 6621 Fax: (086) 684 0547
Nondwe Mdekazi | DEDEA ' - Tel: (045) 8084000 | Fax: (045) 838 3981/4
DJ de Lange Kouga Local Municipali Tel: {042) 203 1111 | Fax: (042) 293 1194
Mr T Zwane Appesls Authority (DEA) Tel: 012-310-3929 Fax: (112-320-7561



APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE
REGULATIONS}) AS PER GN R. 543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED
AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL

AUTHORISATION (EA)

-~ APPLICANT INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (1APs)

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent 1. Receive EA from Applicant/Consultant -

* Authority (the Department of Environmental '

Affairs [DEA)] ) .

2. Within 12 days of date of the EA nofify all IAPs | 2. NJA
of the EA and draw their attention to their right
to appeal against the EA in terms of Chapter 7
of the Regulations.

3. ifyou want to appesl against the EA, submita | 3. If you went to appeal against the EA, submit a
notice of intention to appeal within 20 days of nolice of intention to appeal within 20 days of tho
the date of the EA. with the Minister of Water date of the EA. with the Minister of Water and
and Environmental Affairs (the Minister). __Environmental Affairs (the Minister).

4. After having submitted your notice of intention | 4. After having submitted your notice of intention to
to appeal to the Minister, provide each ' appeal fo the Minister, provide the applicant with a
registered IAR with a copy of the notice of - copy of the notice of intention 1o appeal within 10
intention to appeal within 10 days of lodging the days of lodging the notice -
notice ' -

5. The Applicant must also serve on each JAP: 5. Appellant must also serve on the Applicant within 10

= anotice indicating where and for what days of lodging the notice, _
period the appeal submission will be ' e anotice indicating where and for what period
avaiable for inspection. the appeal submission will be available for
inspection by the apphicant.

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing o the | 6. The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within
Minister within 30 days after the lapsing of the .30 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days
period of 20 days provided for the lodging of provided for the lodging of the notice of infention to

- the notice of intention to appeal, ' appeal. ,

7. Any |AP who received a notice of intention to 7. An Appiicant who received notice of intention 1o may
appeal may submit a responding statement to . submit a responding statement to the appeal to the
that appeal to the Minister within 30 days from Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal
the data that the appeal submission was lodged submission was lodged with the Minister,
with the Minister. ‘ ' :

NOTES: - '
1.- . An appeal against a decision mast be lodged with:- .

a} the Minister of Water and Environmental Afiairs if the decision was issued by, the Director- General of
the Department of Environmental Affairs (of ancther official) acting in his/ her capacity as the deiegated
Competent Authority; - ‘ ' | '

b) . the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water
Affairs and the decision was issuied by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs -
(or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority;

2 An appeal lodged with:- ' .

a) 21;3 Minister of Watter and Environmental Affairs must be submitted to the Department of Environmentzal

irs; . - '

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must be submitted to the Department of
Environmentai Affairs; '

3. Anappeal must be:- -

a) submitied in writing;

b) accompaniad by:

‘s astatement setting out the grounds of appea;

*  supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal; and -

* a statement that the appellant has complied with regufation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the
notices referred to in regulation 62, '




¥ environmental affairs

Dspartment; '
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SQUTH AFRICA

Envirohmenfal Authorisation

in terms of reQuIation 36 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

Proposed Exxaro Resources and Watt Energy (Pty) Ltd 100MW Tsitsikamma Community Wind
Energy Facility in the Tsitsikamma Area, Eastern Cape Province

Cacadu District Municipality

 Authorisation register number: 12/12/20/2209
NEAS reference number: 'DEA/EIA/0000341/2011
Last amended: First issue
Holder of authorisation: - | EXXARO RESOURCES AND WATT
. |ENERGY (PTY)LTD
Location of activity: . EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE: Within
- . the Kougal ocal Municipality

This authorisatior does not negate the haider of the authorisation's respansibility to comply with any
other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEAE(A/000341/2011

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information availabie to it and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake
the activities specified below. |

Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may resuit in criminal prosecution or other actions
provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the EIA regulations.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this d,ecision' are set out in Annexure 1,

Activities authdrised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107
of 1998} and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Department hereby
authorises -

EXXARO RESQURCES AND WATT ENERGY (PTY) LTD

with the following contact detaiis ~

Ms Romoya Dorasamy

Exxaro Resources and Watl Enargy (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 9229

PRETORIA

0001

Tet no: 012 307 4815,
Cell: 083 452 6578
Fax no: (012) 307 5285

E-maii: ROmay.a-Dorasamy_@_ exxare.com
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA0000341/2011

1o underiake the follpﬁing activilies (hereafter referred to as “the aciivity) indicated In Listing Notices 1.

and 2 (GN R. 544 & 545);

Listed activities

Activity/project description

GN R. 545 ltem 1:

The construction of facillies or infrasinictare for the generation of electicily
whers the electricity output is 20 megawatts or mors.

''GN R:545: ftem 15

Physical alferation of undeveloped, vacant or derefict fand Tor residertal, rota,
commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional use where the total area lo
betransformed is 20 hectares or more;

except where such physical alteration takes place for:
{l) linear development activities; or
(ii) agriculture or afforestation where actfvity 16 in this Schedule will apply.

GN R.544: Hem 10:

The construction of faciliies or infrastructure for the transm:sston and
distribution of electricity- ' ]
(i) outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of more than 33
but less than 275 kilovolts.

GN R.544: [tem 11:

The construction of:
(xi) infrastructure or structures covering 50 square metres or more where such

| construction occurs within a watercourse or within 32 metres of & watsrcourse,

measured from the edge of & watercourse, extluding where such construction
will occur behind the development setback ine,

GN R.544; ltem 13:

The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the sforage, or for the storage

| and handlmg, of a dangerous good, where such sforage ocours in oontamers‘

with a combined capacrty of 80 but not exceading 500 cubic metres.

GN R.544: ltem 23;

The transformation.of undeveloped, vacant or derslict land to residéntial; retall,
commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional use:-

(i) outside an urban area and where the total area fo be transformed is bigger
than 1 hectare but less than 20 hectares.
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... Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEAELA/0000341/2011

for the proposed establishment of the Tsitsikamma Community Wind Energy Facility and its associated
infrastructure,as descﬂﬁed‘ in the Final Environmental Impact Report {EIR) dated October 2011 on the
following farms:
" Portions 19 and 22 of ZalverigeValley 660;

Portions 3 and 5 of Vergéaderihgskraal 679;

Portion 1 of Ou Driefontein 721

Portion 2 of New Driefontein 720;
. Poertions 3 - 9 of Wittekleibosch787:

‘Farm 818; Remainder of Farm 678; and

Portion 3 of Kliprug 676.

Y V.V V ¥ V¥V ¥

The proposed site is situated approximately 30km west of Humansdorp, south of the N2 National Road
in the Tsitsikamma area; which falls within the jurisdiction of the Kouga Local Municipality in the Eastern .
Cape Province, hereafter referred to as *the property”. '

The associated infrastructure proposed includes:

» Up to 31 wind turbines over an area of approxlmately 94 km?2 in extentwith a total g leneratlng
capacity of approximately 100 MW.

»  The turbines will have a hub height of up to 100 m, and 2 rotor diameier of up fo 100 m (i.e. each
blade up-to 50 m in tength).

¢  Foundations (of upto 15x 15 3 m) to support the turbine fowers.

»  Underground cables between turblnes

*  Asubstation {covering an aréa of up to 25m x 25m) within the development site.

*  An overhead power line (of up to 132kV) linking the wind energy faciiity. to the Eskom electricity
distribution netwoark via the existing Diep Rivier Substation to follow the proposed Qpfion A route.

A!tematwely to foliow the proposed.Option B route to the Melkhout Substation if connection o
Diep Rivier is not feasible.

Intemnal access roads {of up to 6m wide) to eabh wind turbine.
« Main access road / haul road to the site.
»  Workshop / administration building (100m?).

. Pagedof 19 ' f' %



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2208

NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA/D000341/2011

Conditibns éf this Environmental AuthoriSation

Scope of authorisation

The proposed devélopment of the 100MW Tsitsikamma Community Wind Energy Facility on the
preferred farm portions as described on page 4 of this authorisation is approved.

The preferred Alternative CorridorsOption A for the proposed 132kV overhead power line feeding
into the electricity distribution networkigrid at the Diep Rivier Substation is approved.in the event
that the Diep Rivier Substation is'not upgraded, Option C to Eskom's existing larger Melkhout
Substation must be utilised, _

Authorisation of the acfivity is subject to the conditions contained in thls authorisation, which form
part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

The holde.r of the authorisation shal be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions
‘contained in this environmental authorisation. This' includes any person acting on the holder's
bghatf. -including but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, emﬁloyee,
consultant or person rendering a service to the holder of the authorisation. |

The activities authorised may only be carried out at the farm portions as described on page 4 of
this autht_)risation.

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this aumori;sation must be
approved, In writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations ‘méy be effected. In
assessing whether 10 grant such approval or not, the Departrhent may request such information
as it deems necessary fo evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations
and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in
terms of the regulations. "

This activity must commence within a period of ihree {3) years from the date of issue. If
commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the autherisation lahées and a
new application for envirenmental authorisation must be made in onder for the activity to be
undertaken. '

Commencement with ane activity listed in terms of this authorisation constitutes commencement
of all authorised activities. -

Page 50f 19
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Pepartrment of Environmental Affairs
Environmentat Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA/B000341/2011

9. The holder of an environmental authorisation has the responsibility to notlfy the competent
authority of any alienation, transfer and change of ownership rights in the properly on- which the
activity is to take place.

Notification of awthorisation

10.  The holder of the authorisation must notify every registerad interested and affected party, in
writing and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of the
decision to authorise the achvity

11. The nofification referred to must -

111 specify the date on which the authorisation was issued:
11.2 infom the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter 7
of the Environmental.Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2010;
11:3 advise the |n1erested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished
on request; and
11.4 give the reasans for the decision.
12, The holder of the authorisation must publish a notice —
12.1 informing interested and affected parties of the decision;
122 informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed: and
12.3. drawing the attention of interested and affected parties to the fact that an ép;:ierai may be
lodged against this decision in the newspaper(s} contemplated and used in terms of
.regulatien 54(2)(0} and (d) and which newspaper was used for the placing of
advertisements as part of the public participation process.

Management of the activity

13. A copy of the final site layout plan must be submitted io the Department of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries (DAFF) for comments and to. this Department for written approval prior to
commencement of the activity. All available *biodiversity information must be used in the
finalisation of the layout plan. Existing infrastructure must be used as.far as possible €.g. roads.

14. The final location of the wind turbines and associated infrastructure must be informed by surveys
undertaken by an ecological, avifaunat and heritage speialist The site layout plan must indicate
the following:

141 Turbine positions and its associated infrasiructtire; o , %%

- Page6of 10 g v




. Department of Environmental Affairs
'Environmantal Autharisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEAEIARD0D341/2011,

15.

16.

17.

18.

142

14.3
144
14.5

14.6

14.7
14.8
14,9
14.10
14,11

14.12
14.13
14.14
14158
14.16
14.17

Foundation footprint;

Permanent laydown area footprint;,

Construction period laydown footprint;

Internal roads indicating width (construction period width and operation period width) and
with numbered sections between the other site elements which they serve (to make
commenting on sections possible);

Wetlahds, drainage lines, rivers, stream and water crossing of toads and cables
indicating the type of bridging structures that will be used;

The location of Heritage sites; .

Sub-station{s) and/or transformer(s) sites including their entire footprint;

Cable routes and french dimensions (where they are not along intemial roads);

'Connectlon routes (including pylon pos:t:ons) to the distributionftransmission network

Cut and fill areas al furbine sites along roads and at sub-stationfiransformer sites
indicating the expected voluma of each cut and filk,

Borrow pits;

Spoil heaps {temporary for topsoil and subsoil and permanently for excess material);

All existing infrastructure or the sits, especially roads;

Buildings including accommodatian:

Buffer zones; and - '

All *no-go” areas.

A map combining the final iayout plan must also be superimposed {overlain) on an environmental

sensitivity map to be submitted to the depariment. This mép must reflect the proposed location of
turbines as stated in the EIR dated October 2011 and this authorisation.

Turbine number 8, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 28 and 29 must be relocated to areas of less
agncultural sensitivity and away from wellands/watercourses as identified in the EIR dated
Or,:tober 2011 and the comments from the DAFF.

The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the application for
environmental authorisation niust be amended and submitted with the abovementioned layout
plan to the Department for Mﬂen approval prior to commencement of the activity.

The EMPr amendments must include the following:

181 Al recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the EIR dated October 2011.
18.2 Site-specific information and specifications resulting from the final walk-though surveys.
18.3 The requirements and conditions of this authorisation. -

: - W %



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 1212/20/2209
NEAS Reference No, DEAEIA000341/2011

18.4

18.5

18.6

18.7

18.8

18.9

A plant rescue and protection plan which allows for the maximum tansplant of
conservation important spécies from areas fo be transformed. This plan must be compiled
by a vegetation specialist familiar with the site in consultation wﬂh the ECO and' be
implemented prior to commencement of the constructlon phase

An open space management plan to be implemented during the construction and operation
of the facility. |

A re-vegetation and habital rehabilitation plan to be implemented during the construction
and operation of the facility including timgframes for restoration which must indicate
rehabilitation within the shortest possible time after completion of construction activities o
reduce the amount of habitat converted at any one time and fo speed up the recovery to
natural habitats.

An alien invasive management plan to be implemented during construction and operation
of the facility. The plan must include mitigation- measures to reduce the invasion of alien
species and ensure that the conlinuous monitoring and remval of alien species is
undertaken, 7

A storm water management plan to be implemented dunng the construction and operation
of the facility. The plan must ensure oomplunoe mth applicable regulations and prevent
off-site migration of contaminated storm water or increased soil erosion. The plan must
include the construction of appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface
movement of water along drainage lines so aé not to impede natural surface and
subsurface flows. Drainage measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off.
An effective monitoring system to detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous
substances during their transportation, handling, use and storage. This must include
precautionary measures to limit the possibility of oil and other toxic liquids from entering
the soil or storm water systems.

18.10 An erosion inenagement plan for monitoring and rehabilftating erosion events associated

with the facility. Appropriate erosion mitigation must form part of this plan to prevent and
reduce the risk of any potential erosion.

18.11A transporiatnm plan for the transpoﬂ of turbine oomponems main assembly cranes and
. other large pieces of equipment.
18.12A traffic management plan for the site access roads to ensure that no hazards would

results from the increased truck traffic and that traffic flow would not be adversely
impacted. This plan must include measures to minimize impacts on local commuters e.g.

limiting - construction vehicles trﬁvelling on public roadways during fhé moming ‘m%
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Departrment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/220¢
NEAS Referenice No. DEA/EIAOO00341/2011.

aftemoon commute time and avoid using roads through densely pdpulated built-up areas

so as not to disturb existing retail and commercial operations.

18.13 An avifauna and bat monitoring ‘pr'ograthme to document the effect of the operation of the
energy facility on avifauna and bats. This must be compiled by a qualified specialist.

18.14 Measures to brotect hydrological teatures such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, dams
and their catchments, and other environmental sensitive areas from construction impacts
mctudlng the dlrect of |nd|rect spillage of pollutants.

18.15 An envircnmental sen_sutwny map indicating environmental sensitive areas and features
identified during the EIA process.

19. The appmvett EMPr must be implemented and strictly enforced during all phases of the project.
It shall be seen as a dynamic documnent and shall be included in all contract documentation for all
phases of the development when épproved.

20. Changes to the EMPr, which are envionmentally defendable, shall be submitted to this
Department for acceptance before such changes could be effected.

21. The Department reserves the right fo request amendments to the EMPr should any |mpacts that
were not anticipated or covered in the BAR be discovered.

22. The-provisions of the approved EMPr including the mitigation measures identified in the EIR and
speouallst' studies shall be an extension of the conditions of this EA and therefore noncomphance
with them would constitite noncompliance with the EA.

'23.  The holder of this authorisation must appoint qualified vegetation, fauna, heritage and avifauna
spacialists to ground-truth avery infrastructure footprint and their recommendation must inform
the final layout of the Facilty and the EMPr to be submitted to the department for approval.

Environmental Control Officer (ECO).and duties

24. The holder of this authorisation must appoint an independent Environmental Control Officer
(ECQ) with experience or expertise in the field for the construction phése t:f the development.
The ECO will have the responsibility to ensure that the conditions referred 1o in this authorisation
are implementéd and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMPr.

25.  The ECO must be appointed before commencement of ény authorised aciivity.

26. Once appomted the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the
Diractor: Compliance Monitoring of the Departmént.

27.  The ECO must remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation
due 1o construction damage, are completed and ttte site is ready for operation

i




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2208
NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA/0000341/2011

28. The ECC).l must:

-28.1

28.2

283
284
28.5

286

28.7

Keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

Keep and maintain a detailed incident (including spillage of bitumen, fuels, chemicais, or
any other material) .and complaint register on site indicating how these issues were
addressed, what rehabilitation measures were taken and what preventative measures
were implemented to avoid re-occrence of incidentsioofnplaints.

Keep and maintain & daily site diary. |

Keep copies of all reports submitted to the Department

Keep and maintain a schedule of current site activities including the mdnitoring of such
activities. | '

Obtain and keep record of all documentation, permits, licences-and authorisations such as
waste disposal cerlificates, hazardous waste léndﬂll site licences etc. required by this
facilty.

Compile 2 monthly monitoring report.

Environmental audit report

29.  The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report to the Depariment
within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e, within 30 days of site handover) and

within 30 days of completion of rehabilitation activities.
30. The environmental audit report mast:

30.1
30.2

30.3.

30.4

30.5

30.6

- 30.7

Be compiled by an independent environmental audltor

Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the audit;
Evaluate compliance ' with the requirements of the approved EMPr and this
environmental autherisation; _

Include measures to be-implemented to aﬁend to any non-compliances or degradation
noted; _

Include copies of any appruvzils granted b}'f other autharities relevant to the development
for the reporting period;

Highlight any outstanding environmental issues that must be addressed, aiong wuth
recommendations for ensuring these issues are appropriately addressed;

Inciugie a copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPT;
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Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2200
NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA/D000341/2011

30.8  Include all documentation such as waste disposal certificates, hazardous waste landfill
shte licences efc. pertaining 10 this authorisation; and

309  Include evidence of adherence to the conditions of this authorisation and the EMPr
where relevant such as training records and attendance records.

Commencement of the. activity

3.

32.

33

The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.

An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of
1998 (as amended), does not suspend an environmental authorisation or exemption, or any
provisions or conditions attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minister, MEC or delegated
organ of state directs otherwise.

Should you -be notified by the Minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you may not commence with the activity until such fime that the Minister allows you
to commence with such an activity in writing.

Notification to authorities

34.

Fourteen (14) days writlen notice must be given to the Department that the activity will
commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The
notice must include a date on which It is anticipated that the activity will commence. This
notification period may coincide with the notice of intent to appeal perlod, within which

" construction may not commence.

Operation of the activity

35.

Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given 1o the Depariment that the activity operational
phase will commence. -

Page 11 of 19

s



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEAEIANON00341/2011

Site closure and decommissioning

36. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake the required
~ actions as prescribed by legislation af the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements
administered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.

Specific conditions
Avifauna and Bats

37.  The bird and bat monitoring programme must be implemented to document the effect of the
operation of the energy facility on avifauna and bats. This shall commence prior to construction,
and continue during operation of the energy facility.

38.  The results of the pre-construction bird monitoring programme must inform the final layout and
the construction schedule of the energy facility. .

39. Reports regarding bird monitoring must he submitted to the relevant provindal environmental
department, BirdLife South Africa, the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) and this Department on
a quarterly basis. The report will assist all stakeholders in identifying potential and additional
mitigation measures and to establish protocols for a bird monitoring programme for wind energy
development in the country.

40.  Anti-collision devices such as bird flappers must be installed where power lines cross avifaunat
corridors (e.g. grasslands, rivers, wellands, and darns). The input of an avifaunal specialist must
be obtained for the fitting of the anti-collision devices onto specific sections of the line once the
exact positions of the towers have been surveyed - and pegged. Additional areas of high
sensitivily along the preferred alignment mus! also be identified by the avifaunal specialist for the
fitment of anti-collision devices. These devices must be aocording to Eskom’s Transmission
Guidelines.

41.  Lighting on the furbines must be kept fo a minimum and must be coloured {red or gréen) and
intermittent, rather than permanent and ﬁrhite, to reduce confusion effects for nocturnal migrants,

42.  The facility infrastructure must be designed to discourage the use of infrastruciure components
as perching or roosting substrates by birds and bats.

Page 12 of 19 748 %




Department of Environmental Afairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEAEIANIN00341/2011

Vegetation, wetlands and Water Resources

43.  The holder of this authorisation must obtain a Water Use Licence from the Department of Water
Affairs (DWA) prior fo the commencement of the project should the holder impact on any wetland
or water resource. A copy of the license must be submitted to the Direcfor: Environmental impact
Evaluation at the Department.

44. The holder of this authorisation must obtain the appropriate permits from the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for the removal of plants listed in the National Forest
Act and from the Eastem Cape Department of Economic Development and Environmental Affairs
(DEDEA) for the destruction of species protected in terms of the specific provincﬁal legislation.

45. A wetland delineation study must be conducted to further refine areas of sensitivity. If turbines
are found to be located in areas of high sensifivity, their positions must be revised and must be
included in the final layout.

46. The workshop area, any inferim construction facilities and temporary laydown areas must be
located away from any sensitive area identified in the EIR dated October 2011,

47. A preconstruction survey for Prolea coronate must be undertaken at the location of turbine
number{, 2 and 3 to determine whether this species occurs within the footprint of these turbines
or not. If any individuals occur there, viable seeds must be collected at the appropriate time of
the year and sown within suitable nearby habitats. |

Visual Resources
48. A lighting engineer must be consulted to assist in the planning and placement of light fixturas in
order to reduce visual impacts associated with glare and fight trespass.

49.  Commercial messages and graffiti on turbines must be avoided.

Air Emissions

50. Dust abatement techniques must be used during surfaca clearing, excavation, or blasting
activities, on unpaved and unvegetated surfaces to minimize airborne dust,
51.  Construction materials and stockpiled soils must be covered if they are no source of fugitive dust.
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Roads and Ground transportation

52.  Existing road infrastructure must be used as far as possible for providing access to the proposed
turbine positions. Where no road infrastructure exists, new roads should be placed within existing
disturbed areas or environmental conditions must be taken into account to ensure the minimum
amount of damage is caused to natural habitats.

=
=
]
D

53.  Should the layout change significantly, the new layout must be remodelled/reviewed in termis of
the potential noise impact by an independent acoustics specialist.

54.  The applicant must appoint an approved noise inspection authority to conduct noise monitaring
at the potential sensitive recepiors on a quarterly basis. Annual feedback regarding noise
monitoring must be presented to all stakeholders,

95, The applicant must ensure that all equipment and machinery are well maintained and equipped
with silencers,

56. The applicant must provide & prier waming to the community when a noisy activity is to take
place.

Historical/ Paleontological Resources

57. APhase 1 field assessment study by a professional palacontologist must be done to identify any
paledntological hotspots and make specific recommendations for any mitigation required.

58.  Should any concentrations of archaeclogical material be uncovered during construction; work
must be immediately stopped and be reported to the nearest archaeologist and/or the South
African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA).

Hazardous Materials and Waste Management

59. Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in compliance to the applicable
reguiations and safety instructions. Furthermore no chemicais must be stored nor any vehicle
maintenance must occur within 350 m of the temporal zone of wetlands, whether a drainage fine

with or without an extensive floedplain or hillside wetlands,
7 %

Page 14 0T 19



Depariment of Environmental Affaics
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No, 12/12/120/2209
NEAS Reference No. DEA/EIA/0000341/2011

60. An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste
minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate.
Any solid waste shall be disposed of at a tandfill licensed in terms of section 20 {b) of the
National Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008).‘ Copies of all waste
disposal certificates must be kept on site.

Human Health and Safety

61. A health and safety programme must be developed to profect both workers and the general
public during construction, operation and decommissioning of the wind energy facility. The
programma must establish a safety zone .for wind turbine generator from residences and
occupled buildings, roads, right-cf-ways, and other public access areas that is sufficient to
pravent accidents resulting from the operation if wind turbine generators.

62. Potentialsinterference with public safety communication systems {e.g.radio traffic related to
emergency activities) must be avoided.

83. The applicant must ensure that the operation of the wind facility has minimal electromagnetic
interfarence (EMI) (i.e. impacts to microwave, radio and television transmissions) and should
comply with the relevant communication regulations. |

84. The applicant must obtain a written permit or approval from the South Africa Civit Aviation
Authority that the wind facility will not interfere with the performance of any aerodrome radio
Communication, Navigation and Surveillance (CNS) equipment especially the radar prior to
commencement of the activity. The approvalipermit must be submitted to the Direcior
Environmental Impact Evaluation, _

85. Liaison with land owners/ffam managers is 10 be done prior to construction in order to provide
sufficient time for them to plan agricultural activities. If possible, construction should be
scheduled to take place within the post-harvest, pre planting season, when fields are lying fallow,

Excavation and Blasting Activities

66. Foundations and frenches must be backfilled with originally excavated materials as much as
possible. Excess excavation materials must be disposed of only in approved areas or, if suitable,
stockpiled for use in reclamation activities.

67.  Borrow materials must be obtained only from authorized and permitted sites.

68.  Anti-erosion measures such as silt fences must be installed in disturbed areas. | /%
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Overhead Power Line

89, A walk-through survey of the final survey power line corridor must be undertaken by a botanical
specialist, an omithologist and a heritage specialist to identify areas where mitigation may be
required. ' o

70.  All sections of the proposed power line passing over, or in close proximity of grasslands, rivers,
wetlands, and dams must be marked with suitable bird flight diverters in order to deter large birds
from coliiding with any powerline. Additional areas of high sensitivity along the preferred
alignment must be identified by anavifaunal specialist for the fitment of anti-collision devices
according to Eskom Transmission Guidelines.

71. A Search and Rescue (S&R) operation of all the Red Data as well as rare endangered plants
must be undertaken on the exact spots selected on which the pylons witl be erected by a suitable
qualified botanist. All plants present must be survey and collected for dacumentation at South
National Biodiversify Institute {SANBI) and particular species, especially those which are rare
and threatened species are moved to nurseries for re-establishment after construction and/or
relocated {0 protected areas.

General

72. A copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr must be kept at the property where the
activity will be undertaken. The environmental authotisation as well as any amendment to the
environmental authorisation and approved EMPr must be provided to any authorised official of
the 'Departmént who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any
employee or agent of the holder of the environmental authorisation who Works or ﬁndertakes
work at the propery.

73.  The holder of the authotisation must notify both the Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation
and the Director. Comphiance Monitoring at the Department, in writing and within 48 (forty eight)
hours, if any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered lo. Any nofification in
terms of this condifion must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. ,

74, Nafional govemment, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms

-of. the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible
for any damages or losses suffered by the holder or his successof in fitle in any instance where
"oonstmction o operation subsequent to construction be femporarily or permanently stop

- ‘ . l% ‘
Page 16 of 19 : 1] %




. Depariment of Environrmentai Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12A12/20/2209
NEAS Referénce No. DEA/EIAD000341/2011

reasons of non-compliance by the holder with the conditions of authorisation-as set out in this
document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation.

Date of environmental authorisation: <’ Mf?ﬁﬂf H(2

i
Mr i$haam A

Deputy Diractor-General: Environmental Quality and Protection
Department of Environmental Affairs
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, iner afie, the following into consideration -

a)
k)

c)
d)
e)

The information contained in the EIR dated October 2011;

The comments -mceived from interested and affected parties as included in the EIR dated
October 2011;

Mitigation measures as proposed in the EIR dated October 2011 and the EMPr;

The information contained in the specialist studies contained in the EIR; and

The objectives and requirements of relevant environmental legislation, policies and guidelines,
including section 2 of the Nafional Environmental Management Act; 1998 (Act No. 107 of
1998).

Key factors considered in making the decision

Al information presented to the Department was taken info account in the Depariment's
consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of

the most significance is set out below.

a)

b)

The findings of the specialist studies conducted, issued identified and recommended
mitigation measures which were deemed to be acceptable.

The need for the proposed project is to contribute lowards the renewable energy generation,

target set by the Government, socio-economic and environmental sustainable growth, and
kick start and stimulate the renewable energy industry in South Africa.

The EIR dated October 2011identified all relevant environmental legislation and guidelines
that have been considered in the preparation of the EIR dated October 2011.

The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the EIR dated October
2071 and the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the
minimum requirements as prescribad in the EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement.
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Conclusions

After consideration of the information and factors listad above, the Department made the following

conclusions - _

a) The findings of the specialist studies undertaken within the EIA phase that considered both
the benefits and potential negafive impacts associated with the proposed development
concluded that there are no environmental fatal flaws that should prevent the proposed wind‘
energy facility and associated infrastructure from proceeding on the identified site, provided
that the recommended mitigation and ménagement measures are implemented, and given
due consideration during the pracess of finalising the wind energy facility layout.

b) The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the EIR dated October 201 1and
sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

¢) The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

d) The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified
impacts.

e) All environmental legal and procedural requirements have been met, .

f) EMPr measures for the construction and operation of the development were proposed and
included in the EIR and will be implemented to manage the identified environmental impacis
during the construction process.

In view of the above, the Department s satisfied that, subjeci to compliance with the condifions
contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts

resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable ievels. The application is
accordingly granted.
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