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Appendix D (ii): Terrestrial Biodiversity Compliance Statement 
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Appendix D (iii): Visual Specialist Opinion Report 
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APPENDIX E: COMMENTS AND RESPONSES REPORT 

 
1. Basic Assessment and Public Participation Process 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

1.1 Eskom Dx is an affected and interested party in this application. 

Howard Blane, 
ESKOM: Distribution 

Division: Cape 
Coastal Cluster - 
Land and Right 

Manager 

21 April 2022,  
Email 

This commentator was proactively registered on the 
project database as a representative of Eskom, 
prior to the project announcement and registration 
phase of this assessment and will remain on the 
project database for the duration of the Basic 
Assessment Process. 
  
The commentator will be provided with copies of the 
available information and will be notified of the 
various opportunities to comment throughout the 
Basic Assessment Process. 

1.2 Receive the attached registration form. 

Angelina Shalang, 
ESKOM Cape 

Coastal Cluster: 
Environmental 
Management 

Manager 

21 April 2022,  
Email & Comment 

Form 

The commentator was cc’ed into the response 
received form Mr. Blane (see Comment 1.1) and 
received the Notification of Intention to Commence 
with the Basic Assessment. A separate request to 
register on the project database was received from 
this commentator.     
 
This commentator was proactively registered on the 
project database as a representative of Eskom, 
prior to the project announcement and registration 
phase of this assessment and will remain on the 
project database for the duration of the Basic 
Assessment Process.  
 
The commentator will be provided with copies of the 
available information and will be notified of the 
various opportunities to comment throughout the 
Basic Assessment Process.  
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1.3 
Hello Khulile 
 
Please register as an I&AP.  

Randall Moore, 
EC Dept. of 

Transport: District 
Roads Engineer 

25 April 2022, 
Email 

This comment was received from Mr Randall Moore 
and was addressed to Mr Kulile Siqiti requesting him 
to register as an I&AP on the database for this 
project. The EAP was cc’ed in on this 
correspondence. However, Mr Siqiti was proactively 
included on the project database at the onset of this 
BA process and was notified of the Intention to 
commence with this Basic Assessment process. 
 
Mr Siqiti and Mr Moore will remain on the project 
database for the duration of the assessment 
process and will be provided with copies of the 
available project information as and when it 
becomes available for comment. 

1.4 Noted 
Khulile Siqiti, Eastern 
Cape Department of 

Transport  

25 April 2022, 
Email 

This comment was received from Mr. Kulile Siqiti in 
response to an email from Mr Randal Moore, 
requesting him to register as an I&AP on the 
database for this project. The EAP was cc’ed in on 
this correspondence (see Comment 1.3).  
 
Mr Siqiti and Mr Moore will remain on the project 
database and will be provided with copies of the 
available project information, including a link to the 
website where project information can be 
downloaded, and will be notified of the various 
opportunities to comment during this Assessment 
Process. 

1.5 

 

 
Please find the attached comments for proposed Disco 2 and 
Middledrift Solar Photovoltanic facilities. 
 

Gcinile Dumse, Dept. 
of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development 

3 May 2022, 
Email & Comment 

Form 

The comments submitted by this commentator have 
been included in this Comments and Responses 
Trail. 
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1.6 

 
Thank you for copying Forestry this invitation however clearing of 
natural forest and protected trees requires a license from the 
Department for future correspondence on Forestry matters 
please include my new manager his email address is 
zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za contact number 041 407 4051 cell 063 
7504427. 
 
His name is Zinzile Mtotywa 

Babalwa Layini, 
Dept. of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the 

Environment 
(Forestry) 

3 May 2022, 
Email 

As per request from the commentator, Mr Zinzile 
Mtotywa was subsequently included on the project 
database and was notified of the Intention to 
commence with this Basic Assessment process, on 
the 3 May 2022. 
 
Ms Layini and Mr Mtotywa will remain on the project 
database for the duration of the assessment 
process and be notified of the various opportunities 
to comment.   

1.7 

Please find attached for your kind attention and review. 
 
Please refer to “AREAS OF CONCERN” on following page. 

 

Jonathan Cooper; 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email, Comment 
Form & attached 

comment 

This I&AP was proactively identified prior to the 
commencement of the assessment process and 

notified of the commencement of the Basic 
Assessment Process, via letter1, which included a 

BID and comment form.   
 

The I&AP submitted a registration form and a 
separate email containing comments, which have 

been captured in this issues and responses trail 
below.   

 
This I&AP will remain on the database for the 

duration of the assessment process and be notified 
of opportunities to comment.  

1.8 

We, Jonathan and Christopher Cooper represent the adjacent 
land owner of Portion 5 of Farm 192 The above property is a 
residential property comprising of the main farm house and 
residential unit, both situated on approximately one hectare plot 
of land being Portion 5 of Farm 192. 
 
This plot of land is known as "Greenviews" and has been in the 
Rowe - Cooper family for decades, passed down from generation 
to generation, and will continue to remain within the family in 
perpetuity, for generations to come without the possibility of ever 
being sold outside the family. 
 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment  

The attachment to the email is a typed letter which 
indicates that Jonathan Cooper and Christopher 
Cooper represent the adjacent landowner of Portion 
5 of Farm 192.  To date, no separate comment has 
been received from Christopher Cooper and the 
attached letter is not signed by either party.  
However, both Mr Jonathan and Christopher 
Cooper are on the I&AP database and will be 
notified of the various stages to comment during the 
assessment process. 
 
The commentator notes that the “above property is 
situated in the middle of the land owned where the 
proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility is …”.  The 
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It is important to understand and be clear that the above property 
is situated in the middle of the land owned where the proposed 
Solar Photovoltaic Facility is being considered to be installed. 

farm Middledrift is made up of three separate 
properties, the commentator’s property is located on 
the eastern boundary of Portion 10 of Farm 192. 
The map contained in the BID excludes this 
property, namely Portion 5 of Farm 192.  The PV 
facility is located on the western boundary of Portion 
40 of Farm 192, approximately 740 meters 
northeast of the commentator’s property.  While 
Portion 5 of Farm 192 may be approximately in the 
middle of the farm Middledrift it is not in the middle 
of the proposed PV Facility footprint. 

1.9 
There are therefore a number of concerns that need to be taken 
into account and we, the representatives, reserve the right to 
raise further concerns further along in the process. 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment  

The comments raised by this I&AP have been 
included in the comments and responses trail 
below. A key part of the assessment process is 
capturing and responding to comments raised by 
I&APs.  A copy of the comments received from this 
I&AP are included in Appendix G (iv) of this report.   
 

1.10 

The Applicant needs to assess all the environmental 
management impacts associated with the development for the 
identified listed activities on both listing notice 1 and listing notice 
3. It is the requirements of the EIA process for all developments 
that trigger EIA to consider and assess all alternative sites to the 
development. 

Nelisa Nama, 
Department of 

Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: 

Control 
Environmental Officer 

24 May 2022, 
Comment Form 

Listing Notices that pertain to this proposed project 
have been identified and assessed in this Basic 
Assessment.   
 
Alternatives are required to be assessed as part of 
the assessment process.  Site alternatives were not 
assessed in this assessment, but layout alternatives 
were considered.  Site alternatives were not 
assessed as the project applicant owns the farm 
under assessment and the PV facility is proposed to 
provide renewable energy to existing and future 
farming activities on the site. 

1.11 

As the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Local Support Official responsible for Sarah Baartman District 
Municipality and its Local Municipalities on their environmental 
management and planning I have to comment on this EIA 
process. therefore kindly register myself as an I@AP and be 
given an opportunity to comment. 

Nelisa Nama, 
Department of 

Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: 

Control 
Environmental Officer 

24 May 2022, 
Comment Form 

The commentator was registered on the project 
database and will be notified of the opportunities to 
comment during this Basic Assessment Process.  
The comments raised by this I&AP are included in 
the comments and responses trail below. 

1.12 
Please find attached herein is our registration form for the BA 
process, for the project in question. 

Zinzile Mtotywa, 
Department of 

Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: 

Assistant Director 
(Forestry) 

24 May 2022, 
Email & Comment 

Form 

The commentator was registered on the project 
database for this project upon request from Ms 
Babalwa Layini. The commentator will remain 
registered on the project database for the duration 
of the assessment.  
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The commentator will be notified of the 
opportunities to comment during the assessment 
process. 

1.13 

My apologies for the late reply, I missed your initial e mail 
completely, yes we are the adjacent land owners 
  
Our property “Greenviews” is within the property that we 
understand Mr Nico Venter purchased 
  
Our representatives are myself Jonathan Cooper and my 
brother Christopher Cooper 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

23 May 2022, 
Email 

Both Mr Jonathan and Christopher Cooper were 
identified as I&APs (adjacent landowners) prior to 
the commencement of the assessment process and 
were notified of the initiation of the Basic 
Assessment process via email which included a 
Background Information Document with a locality 
map, Letter 1 to I&APs and a comment form.   

1.14 

My brother (Christopher Cooper) actually forwarded very 
recently to me recently the attached documents you also 
kindly attached, I have not managed to read through in 
detail as yet but I do note there is a deadline tomorrow to 
complete and submit what I assume is administrative 
documentation of all and relevant affected and interested 
parties… 
  
I can confirm that ccooper753@gmial.com is the correct 

email address, for Mr Christopher Cooper (CC on e mail). 
 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

23 May 2022, 
Email 

Subsequent comments were received from Mr 
Jonathan Cooper dated the 25 May 2022 and have 
been included in this comments and responses trail.    
See sections above and below. 
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2. Project Detail 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

2.1 

While the adjacent land owner of Portion 5 of Farm 192 is in 
favour in principle of alternative power use and renewable energy 
the proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility cannot be erected to the 
detriment of the current residential home and unit and the future 
viability of living in close proximity to a potential industrial scale 
Solar Photovoltaic Facility. 
 
The potential close proximity of the proposed Solar Photovoltaic 
Facility to the current residential home and unit, both of which are 
situated on Greenviews is a major concern. 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment 

The proposed facility is not considered “an industrial 
scale” Solar PV facility.  The proposed PV facility is 
for private use for existing and future agricultural 
activities on the farm Middledrift.  It is proposed that 
a PV facility with the capacity to produce ~2.2MW of 
AC electricity, is constructed. The proposed PV 
facility and associated infrastructure (Battery 
Energy Storage System, Inverter and Generator 
Room) is anticipated to ~3ha in extent. The facility 
is proposed to be located on the western boundary 
of Portion 40 of Farm 192, approximately ~730m 
north-east of the commentator’s property.  

2.2 

It is strongly suggested that the possibility of situating the 
proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility as far away from 
Greenviews is taken into consideration, and a fair enough 
distance that will not impose on the privacy, quality of life and 
living standards of the current land owners of Greenviews. 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment 

The adjacent property is located ~730m from the 
nearest boundary of the proposed PV Facility. 
Layout alternatives have been assessed as part of 
this Basic Assessment Process.  
 
The PV facility is proposed to be a fully fenced in in 
order to ensure the security of facility.  It will be 
remotely monitored, and maintenance will take 
place on a needs basis.  No full time personal are 
proposed to be located on the facility and the facility 
is thus not anticipated to impact on the privacy, 
quality of life or living standards on the adjacent 
landowners.  

2.3 
Additionally more details are required on the extent and scale of 
the Solar Photovoltaic Facility, the layout and set up, as well as 
positioning, height, noise considerations etc 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email, Comment 
form & attached 

Comment  

A brief project description was included in the 
Background Information Document sent to this 
I&AP at the commencement of the assessment 
process indicating that the facility is proposed to be 
2.2 MW over and area of approximately 3 ha.   
 
A detailed project description is contained in Section 
A Activity Description of the Consultation Basic 
assessment Report, and a proposed facility 
illustration is contained in Appendix C.  The final 
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layout and panels to be used is subject to the best 
available technology at the time of construction and 
will be finalized by the project engineers during the 
Pre-construction phase of the development.  
 
The panels will face a northerly direction.   
 
“Generally speaking, solar panels don't make any 
noise. Solar panels are designed to be noise-free, 
especially at night. They're designed to be quiet. 
Even solar panels that are equipped with any 
moving parts are intended to be incredibly quiet 
when operating.” 
https://www.projectsolaruk.com/blog/do-solar-
panels-make-noise/ (24 June 2021) 
While limited noise is anticipated during the 
operational phase, noise is anticipated during the 
construction phase, this will however be temporary 
in nature and limited to weekdays and working 
hours. 
 
The commentator is encouraged to report any noise 
experience by the solar panels to the project 
applicant. 

2.4 
Mention is made of feeding proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility 
to the Eskom grid. Is it the intention of the land owner to establish 
commercial and industrial scale supply of electricity in the future? 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment  

There is no intention to establish commercial or 
industrial scale supply of electricity.  The proposed 
facility will be a small-scale Photovoltaic facility 
capable of producing ~2.2MW of AC electricity, 
intended for private use in support of existing and 
future agricultural activites on the farm Middledrift. 

https://www.projectsolaruk.com/blog/do-solar-panels-make-noise/
https://www.projectsolaruk.com/blog/do-solar-panels-make-noise/
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2.5 

Mention is made of a 1km road as well as the laying out of 
cables, more details are required on this as the affected land 
owner and residents residing on Greenviews can only access 
their residential property by means of servitude road. 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment  

 
The servitude road the commentator is referring to 
is located adjacent to the eastern boundary of 
Portion 6 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd No.192, which 
does not form part of this assessment.  
 
Internal roads measuring no more ~4 meters wide 
are required between the PV arrays for access for 
maintenance purposes. The total length of these 
internal roads may exceed 1km in length.   
 
A 22 kV underground cable will be installed over a 
distance of ~950m, from the proposed PV facility to 
a dam pump house.  No cables or roads are 
proposed within ~630 meters of the commentator’s 
property.   

 
 
 

3. Potential Soil Erosion 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

3.1 

The top soil must be removed on all area where physical 
disturbance may occur, kept separate from overburden and 
stockpiled for later rehabilitation. 
 
The soil erosion prevention should be carried out progressively 
and the area must be rehabilitated after construction activities. 
 
A soil erosion plan for monitoring and rehabilitation of erosion 
events must be in place. 
 
The appropriate erosion mitigation measures must form part of 
this plan to prevent and reduce the risk of any potential erosion. 

Gcinile Dumse, Dept. 
of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development 

Comment Form 
dated  

28 April 2022; 
Received 3 May 

2022, Email 
 

This comment is noted.  Except for the generator 
room no blanket clearing of vegetation is proposed 
on site, rather piling of steel or concrete plinths as 
well as pillars.   
 
The potential for soil erosion and appropriate 
mitigatory measures are included in the draft EMPr. 
This includes but is not limited to stockpiling of 
topsoil in a separately demarcated area on site, to 
be used in rehabilitation, if required.  
 
The potential for soil erosion has been rated as low 
negative without mitigation and very low negative 
with mitigation.  The following mitigatory measures 
are included in the report. 

• An erosion protection plan must be 

developed and implemented on site. 
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• The site must be inspected on a regular 

basis (quarterly and after a heavy rainfall 

event) for any erosion on site, and any 

erosion must be rectified immediately 

through fill and compaction. 

• The disturbed areas must be revegetated 

with local grass species to assist with 

erosion protection 

 
 

4. Impacts on Human Health and Safety  

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION  

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

4.1 

Potential health and safety implications that could potentially be 
dire and adverse, together with the relative close proximity of 
having to live near to the proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility 
need to be taken into account. 

Jonathan Cooper, 
Adjacent Landowner 

25 May 2022, 
Email & attached 

Comment  

The commentators’ property is located ~730m north 
east from the nearest boundary of the proposed PV 
Facility. 
 
PV Facilities are not known to pose any significant 
danger to human health, as there is no on-site 
production of harmful Green House gasses 
(Sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide).  Although 
Photovoltaic Panels do contain harmful materials 
inside the sealed panel, this is only a hazard upon 
disposal (broken or end of life cycle). It is not the 
intention of the applicant to dispose of any panels 
on site and hazardous materials will immediately be 
removed by a licensed waste collection service.  
 
It is therefore not anticipated that this facility will 
pose a risk to Human Health and Safety. 
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5. Potential Impacts on Roads 
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

5.1 MN50595 will have to be regravelled for the construction phase  

Randall Moore, 

EC Dept. of 
Transport: District 
Roads Engineer 

25 April 2022, 

Email 

The Consultation BAR has taken note of this 
comment and with regards to impacts on roads, it 

is recommended that the MN50595 will have to be 
regravelled for the construction phase of the 

project. 

 

6. Potential Impacts on Terrestrial Biodiversity 
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

6.1 

Thank you for copying Forestry this invitation however clearing of 
natural forest and protected trees requires a license from the 
Department for future correspondence on Forestry matters 
please include my new manager his email address is 
zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za contact number 041 407 4051 cell 063 
7504427. 
 

His name is Zinzile Mtotywa 

Babalwa Layini, 
Dept. of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the 

Environment 

(Forestry) 

3 May 2022, 

Email 

It has been confirmed by the Terrestrial 
Biodiversity Specialist that the site has been 

transformed and no natural vegetation remains on 
site. The full Terrestrial Compliance Statement has 

been included in Appendix D (ii). 

6.2 

According to the project layout map, the proposed project 
appears to be planned on a transformed land area and that 
no forests, or patches there to, exist within the footprint. 
 
I must also mention that, the western boundary bordering road 
R335 remains an area of interest for site inspection. 
 
A site visit would therefore be conducted, during the process of 
consultations (BA) to verify the footprint of the entire  
site in question, and in particular this part(western 
boundary/R335). 
 

Zinzile Mtotywa, 
Department of 

Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment: 

Assistant Director 
(Forestry) 

24 May 2022, 
Comment Form 

A Terrestrial Biodiversity Specialist Compliance 
Statement was undertaken as part of this 

assessment (see Appendix D iii), and confirmed 
that the site has been transformed and no natural 

vegetation remains on the site.  
 

The area the commentator is referring to on the 
northern boundary of the site adjacent to the R335 
does not fall within the area under assessment but 

belongs to an adjacent landowner.  
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I must also declare upfront that i have no other interest that link 
me the project in question, except the interest to see  
the implementation and full compliance to the National Forests 
Act, Act 84 of 1998 as amended. 
 

In response to this comment the commentator was 
contacted telephonically by the EAP wherein it was 

confirmed that the site was transformed.  The 
commentator was emailed a .kmz (google earth 

image) of the area under assessment. It was 
agreed that no site visit will be required.   

No further correspondence has been received on 
this application.   

6.3 
The indigenous grass species that already exist on the site must 
be used in re-vegetation. 

Gcinile Dumse, Dept. 
of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development 

Comment Form 
dated  

28 April 2022; 
Received 3 May 

2022, Email 
 

Should revegetation be required on site, any 
indigenous vegetation that may occur on the site 

will be stockpiled and used in revegetation of 
disturbed areas. 

 
Indigenous grass seed mix, approved by the ECO, 

should be used to supplement the revegetation, 
and may include White Buffalo grass (Panicum 

maximum) and Blue Buffalo grass (Cenchrus 
cilianris).  

6.4 

The weeds control management plan should be developed and 
maintained to control any declared weeds and invasion alien 
plants on proposed development site and the immediately 
surroundings. 
 
The control and eradication of declared weeds and invader plants 
must be done in situ. 

Gcinile Dumse, Dept. 
of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development 

Comment Form 
dated  

28 April 2022; 
Received 3 May 

2022, Email 
 

An alien invasive plant (AIP) management plan will 
be developed for the site and implemented during 

the Construction and Operational Phases of this 
project. The plan will aim to eradicate and control 
the spreads of AIP’s and should be developed in 

conjunction with a fire management plan. Any AIP 
material removed from the site during clearing, will 

be destroyed and removed from site, so that 
germination of seeds and reestablishment on site 

is limited.  
 

Herbicides may be required to be utilized for alien 
invasive plant management. However, should 

herbicides be used on site it is recommended that 
these be organic and/ or biodegradable. 
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7. Potential Impacts on Aquatic Biodiversity 
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

NO ISSUES RAISED COMMENTATOR DATE RESPONSE 

7.1 

The perennial and seasonal water sources and the associated 
vegetation including rivers, streams and wetlands must be 
protected from any sort of disturbance that will destroy the natural 
agricultural resources. 

Gcinile Dumse, Dept. 
of Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 

Development 

Comment Form 
dated  

28 April 2022; 
Received 3 May 

2022, Email 

 

An Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist Compliance 
Statement was undertaken as part of this 

assessment (see Appendix D i) and confirmed that 
the site is transformed, and no wetlands or 
drainage lines were identified on site. The 

proposed development footprint is located ~350m 
from the banks of the Sundays River and a ~20m 

buffer of natural vegetation has been retained 
between the existing pastures and the riverbank as 

part of a previous assessment process.  
 

The proposed development is unlikely to have any 
adverse negative impacts on the surrounding or 

downstream watercourses as no sensitive 
watercourses are directly within the proposed 

development footprint.   
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APPENDIX F: ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (EMPR) 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAMME 
 

BASIC ASSESSMENT 
 

 

Proposed Construction and Operation of a Solar Photovoltaic 
Facility and Associated Infrastructure and Associated 

Infrastructure, on a portion of Portions 10 & 40 of Farm 
T’Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known as Middledrift, Sundays River 

Valley Municipality 
 

December 2022 
 

 
 

Prepared for:  
The Boeram Venter Trust 
PO Box 112 
Kirkwood 
6120 
 
 
Prepared by: 
Sandy Wren, Emily Whitfield, Geena Pringle and JP Hechter  
Public Process Consultants 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, PE, 6057 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone: 041 – 374 8426; VOIP: 087 147 2454 
Email: sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

BA  Basic Assessment 

CARA  Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 

CEMPr  Construction Phase Environmental Management Programme 

DFFE  Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 

DEDEAT Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

DWS   Department of Water and Sanitation 

ECO   Environmental Control Officer 

EIA   Environmental Impact Assessment 

EMPr   Environmental Management Programme 

EA   Environmental Authorisation 

OEMPr  Operational Phase Environmental Management Programme 

SEM   Site Environmental Manager 

 

DEFINITIONS 

"EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended)" - In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), 

published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, promulgated under Chapter Five of the National Environmental 

Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMAA), and published in Government Gazette 40772 on the 7 April 

2017, the project requires a Basic Assessment (BA), because it triggers, amongst others, the following listed 

activity, in Listing Notice 1 (GN R327): 

“1. The development of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity from a renewable resource 

where— 

(ii) the output is 10 megawatts or less but the total extent of the facility covers an area in excess of 1 hectare;” 

 

"The Department/ Competent Authority" - The Department of Economic Development, 

Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Cacadu Region. 

"Commencement" - Any physical activity on site that can be viewed as associated with the clearing 

and site preparation phase. 
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1.1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

The project applicant, The Boeram Venter Trust, proposes the construction and operation of a 

2.2MW Solar Photovoltaic (PV) facility, including associated support and ancillary infrastructure on 

a portion of Portion 10 and 40 of Farm T`Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known as Middledrift, near Addo in 

the Sundays River Valley Municipality. It is anticipated that the facility will have a development 

footprint of approximately 3 ha and will produce 2.2 MW of AC electricity for private use for existing 

agricultural activities on the farm Middledrift.  It is proposed that the PV facility supplements Eskom 

supply by providing a more regular, reliable, affordable, and clean source of renewable energy on 

site.  The farm portions under assessment measure approximately ~114ha in combined extent and 

are currently zoned Agriculture 1.   

 

It is proposed that the PV facility is constructed on the western boundary of a portion of Portion 40, 

with a 100meter length of 22kV cable being installed underground on Portion 10. The PV facility will 

have a total development footprint of 3 hectares comprising of a ~2.6 ha photovoltaic solar panel 

array, a ~750m2 Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a ~200m2 inverter room, and ~200m2 

generator room. The generator room is proposed to be constructed on the southern boundary of the 

site and will include a new Power Plant Controller (PPC) transformer.   

 

To connect the existing electrical infrastructure on site, including connecting to the Eskom grid, a 

~950m underground 22kV will be installed from a new transformer adjacent to the inverter room to 

connect to a transformer at the dam pump house.  The PV panels are proposed to be mounted onto 

metal frames which are usually a combination of aluminium, galvanised steel and concrete 

foundations.  The type of PV panel and BESS installed will be based on the best available technology 

at the time of construction, however the PV panels will be stationary and have a built-in nonreflective 

film.  

 

Land-uses on the properties adjacent to Middledrift are predominantly agriculture in nature, namely, 

citrus orchards and livestock grazing as well as pivot irrigation. The northern and north-western 

boundary of the site is bound by the Sundays River which is, ~350m north of the nearest boundary 

of the proposed development footprint. The landscape surrounding Middledrift is characterised by 

agricultural activities typically associated with the “Sundays River Valley”. Although the proposed 

construction of a PV facility is not characteristic of the surrounding area, the landscape is 

characterised by transformed surfaces associated with packhouses, sorting sheds, farm sheds, 

dairies and more recently shade cloth. The PV facility is being constructed to provide renewable 

energy to newly authorised, proposed and existing agricultural activities. 

 

The proposed Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Facility can be divided into the following phases, namely: 

• Preconstruction Phase 

• Construction Phase 

• Operational Phase 
 

The activities associated with each phase are discussed in more detail in Section 1.1.1 below. 

 

The proposed BA Process has been undertaken in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as 

amended). This Draft EMPr has been prepared in line with the amendments to the NEMA EIA 

Regulations, 2014. In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the project requires 

a BA, prior to the commencement of any activities on the site. 
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1.1.1 Activities and Regulations for which Application has been made: 

Applicant 

The Boeram Venter Trust 

Location of Activity 

Portions 10 & 40 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known as Middledrift, Sundays River Valley 
Municipality 

Activity Description 

Subject to the outcome of the specialist assessments and decision-making process, as well as input 
received during the consultation process the project will entail the construction and operation of a 
new Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Facility. The electricity produced by the PV Facility will for consumption 
by the Poultry Facility and excess electricity will be fed into the Eskom grid.  
 
As it is proposed that the facility and associated components will be constructed in an area which 
has already been transformed it is not anticipated that any additional indigenous vegetation will be 
cleared.  
 

SITE OVERVIEW 
Portions 10 and 40 of Farm 192, measures ~114ha in combined extent and are zoned Agriculture 
1. The majority of the farm has been modified to pastures for domestic livestock grazing with no 
natural vegetation remaining.  A ~20m buffer of vegetation associated with the Sundays River has 
been retained between the existing pastures and the riverbank. A ~ 20ha portion of the site has 
been partially cleared of pastures associated with an authorised Poultry Breeder facility.  
 

Existing access to the farm is located on the southern boundary of Portion 10, which provides 
access to both Portions 10 and 40 of Middledrift. An existing workshop/ tool shed and six staff 
houses are located east of the farm access point, on the southern boundary of Portion 10. An 
existing Eskom overhead powerline runs along the southern boundary of Portion 10 and Portion 40 
and an existing 1.6MVA metring point is located ~37m north of the southern boundary of the farm. 
 

 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

It is the intention of the applicant to construct and operate a 2.2MW PV facility, including associated 
supporting and ancillary infrastructure, on ~3 ha of portion of Portion 40 and 10 of Farm 192. The 
PV Facility will consist of the following: 
 

• A 2.6ha stationary solar PV array with internal roads approximately ~4 meters wide 

• A ~750m2 BESS area 

• A ~200m2 inverter room and 22kV transformer 

• A ~200m2 generator room, including a solar PPC transformer 

• A new 22kV underground cable to be installed over a distance of approximately 950 meters, 
with the eastern 100 meters being on Portion 10 to connect into a 22kV transformer located 
adjacent to the pump house   

 
Pre-Construction Phase 
During the detailed project design phase, micro-siting and positioning of the individual mounts within 
the PV array will be confirmed by the technical team based on the results of soil tests undertaken.  
Micro-siting will also be informed by detailed information climatic conditions, topographic features, 
soil stability, and hydrology of the site. The panels are however proposed to be erected facing a 
northerly direction.  The type of PV panels and BESS to be installed will be based on the best 
available technology at the time of construction and site-specific requirements. 
 
Construction Phase 
Associated with the construction and operation of the proposed PV Facility are the following project 
activities: 
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o In order to limit windblown dust, which increases the need for maintenance, blanket 
clearing for the PV array area is not proposed.   

o Clearing and levelling of the area for the establishment of a concrete slab for the generator 
and associated transformer will be required. 

o During the detailed design phase of the project soil tests will be undertaken and based on 
the results of these tests either concrete pillars or piling of steel will be use for the PV 
mounts. 

o The BESS and Inverter room will require the construction of concrete plinths the laying 
down of and collection of BESS containers. Thus, no blanket clearing of vegetation is 
proposed. 

o Establishment of a project laydown area for equipment.  
o Clearing of pastures and levelling of areas for the establishment of internal access roads 

for construction and operational purposes. 
o Transportation and installation of the solar PV panels and BESS.  
o Removal of topsoil for the installation of the new 22kV underground cable.  
o Erection of the perimeter fence.  

 
Operational Phase 
Once the PV facility and associated infrastructure has been installed, the facility will become 
operational and start producing 2.2MW of renewable energy.  The facility will function as a hybrid 
system meaning the facility will operate from battery storage and will directly be connected to the 
Poultry Facility during power outages. 
 
See Section A of the Basic Assessment Report for more information on the proposed project. 

 
1.1.1.1 Listed activities according to GN R327, 325 and 324 requiring Environmental Authorisation 

in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended). 

EIA Regulations (2014), as amended Project Component 

GN R327 (Listing Notice 1) 

“1. The development of facilities or infrastructure 
for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where— 

(ii) the output is 10 megawatts or less but the total 
extent of the facility covers an area in excess 
of 1 hectare; 

It is anticipated that the proposed development footprint of the 
Solar PV Facility and associated infrastructure (i.e., battery 
storage area, inverter room, generator and power cables) for a 
total proposed development footprint of ~3ha in extent and will 
have the capacity to produce 2.2MW of AC electricity from a 
renewable resource.  
 
This listed activity will require Environmental Authorisation 
 

“28. Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, 
industrial or institutional developments where 
such land was used for agriculture, game 
farming, equestrian purposes or afforestation 
on or after 01 April 1998 and where such 
development: 

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the 
total land to be developed is bigger than 1 
hectare;” 

The PV facility is proposed to be grid-tied as part of a Wheeling 
Agreement with Eskom and will provide electricity security for 
existing and future commercial agricultural activities on the farm. 
The farm currently operates a commercial diary and received 
authorisation for the construction and operation of 6 breeder 
houses.  The Solar PV Facility is considered an Agri-“industrial” 
development. The farm falls outside of an urban area, and the 
combined development footprint is anticipated to be larger than 1 
hectare (~3ha) in extent. 
 
This listed activity will require Environmental Authorisation. 

GN R324 (Listing Notice 3) 
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“18. The widening of a road by more than 4 
metres, or the lengthening of a road by more 
than 1 kilometre. 

a. Eastern Cape 

i. Outside urban areas: 

(gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national 
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres 
from any other protected area identified in 
terms of NEMPAA or from the core area of a 
biosphere reserve; 

The PV Facility will require internal roads in order to gain access 
to the project components and solar panels for maintenance and 
cleaning purposes.  
 
The proposed development falls within in the Eastern Cape, 
outside of an urban area and is located within 10 kilometers, ~5km 
from the nearest boundary of the Addo Elephant National Park.  
 
Thus, this listed activity requires Environmental 
Authorisation 

 

1.2 DURATION OF AUTHORISATION 

Should an EA be issued in respect of the project, the duration of the authorisation will be indicated 

in said document. 

1.3  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMMES 

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPr), or Environmental Management Frameworks 

(EMF), serve to ensure that environmental impacts associated with particular activities are 

monitored, minimised and mitigated for the duration of the project. The practical management 

measures that should be employed to achieve monitoring and mitigation targets are detailed in the 

EMPr (DEAT 2004). The EMPr is a dynamic document which should be updated and reviewed on a 

regular basis so that it may be adapted to changing management styles, and to include improved 

impact mitigation technology, as well as unforeseen environmental impacts. The EMPr should also 

be adapted if any changes are made to the project. If such changes will result in significant 

environmental impacts, which differ from those for which DEDEAT has granted authorisation, such 

changes must be submitted to the DEDEAT for approval before they are implemented. 

 

This EMPr includes, but is not limited to, the environmental impacts identified in the BA Report and 

the proposed mitigation measures that must be employed to minimise the harmful effects that those 

impacts may have on the environment. 

 

The BA Report contains a comprehensive description of the project and the receiving environment 

and should be read in conjunction with this EMPr. The lead author of the EMPr is Sandy Wren of 

Public Process Consultants. A CV outlining the experience and key competencies of the lead author 

is included in Appendix G (v) of the BA Report. 

 

In addition to a summary of the impacts, this EMPr contains more detailed information on the 

following: 

• The manner in which mitigation will be implemented 

• The scheduling of the implementation of mitigation 

• Responsibility and accountability for mitigation actions 

• Monitoring and reporting procedures 
 

The life of the Solar PV Facility can be broadly divided into three phases: 

A Construction Phase - which includes all the surveying, land clearing/ levelling of the site, and 

construction activities associated with the construction of the proposed Solar PV Facility and 

associated infrastructure. 
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An Operational Phase - which constitutes the day-to-day utilisation of the Solar PV Facility for the 

duration of its lifetime, until it is discontinued/ decommissioned.  

 

A Decommissioning Phase - which includes all the activities associated with the cessation of the 

described activity at the site. At present, it is not anticipated that the development will be 

decommissioned. However, should the development be decommissioned, the relevant legislation at 

the time would apply. 

 

Environmental impacts, management practices and mitigation measures may differ for different 

phases of the development. However, some impacts will be present in all phases of the development, 

resulting in some repetition in the EMPr. 

 

The EMPr must be read in conjunction with the BA Report and EA, as these documents may 

contain additional, detailed information not included in the EMPr. 

 

1.4 LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

This EMPr does not include all the legislative and regulatory requirements applicable to this 

development. The representative appointed by the applicant to manage the operation, and the 

persons responsible for the implementation of the EMPr, must also familiarise themselves with the 

specific legal requirements applicable to the described activities on site. These may include, but are 

not limited to: 

• Applicable Environmental Law 

• Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act 45 of 1965 

• Conditions of Employment Act, 75 of 1997 

• Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 43 of 1983  

• Constitution of South Africa No 108 of 1996 

• Environment Conservation Act 73 of 1989  

• Extension of Security of Tenure Act 62 of 1997 

• Hazardous Substances Act 15 of 1973 

• Health Act No 63 of 1977 

• Labour Relations Act 66 of 1995 

• Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Act 3 of 1996 

• National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act 103 of 1977 

• National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 10 of 2004  

• National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998  

• National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act 39 of 2004  

• National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 

• National Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 – GNR 225 of 17 May 2000 

• National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998 

• National Water Act 36 of 1998  

• Nature Conservation Ordinance Act 19 of 1974 

• Noise Control Regulations GN R 154 in Government Gazette No. 13717 of 10 January 1992  

• Occupational Health and Safety Act of 1994 

• The Hazardous Substances Act 115 of 1973  

• Local bylaws 

• Provincial legislation 
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Part A CONSTRUCTION PHASE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (CEMPr) 

During the Construction Phase, land will be prepared (levelled, erosion measures and stormwater 

management implemented) for the construction of the proposed Solar PV Facility, as well as the 

installation of associated infrastructure (e.g., BESS, inverter room, generator room and power 

cables). The individual solar panels will be arranged in blocks with multiple rows each, mounted on 

metal frames. It will further entail the rehabilitation of any disturbed areas on site. 

 

The vegetation clearing, site preparation, levelling and landscaping will be done both by hand and 

with the aid of suitable earth moving equipment, if needed (excavators, bulldozers, TLBs, etc.). 

 

Environmental impacts associated with the Construction Phase of the development, as well as the 

appropriate mitigation actions, have been identified using specialist input for the various components 

of the affected environment provided in the BA Report.  

 

A.1  MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 

The management actions outlined below indicate the actions to be taken to minimise the potential 

negative impacts that this phase may have on the environment, as well as measures to enhance the 

potential benefits. 
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Impact Mitigation 

Loss of Pastures   

Establishment of an Ecological 
inappropriate Fire Regime 

• Open fires must not be allowed on site other than in designated areas where vegetation has been cleared (e.g. personnel 
rest area). 

• No open fires should be allowed on windy days. 

• Open fires should not be left unattended. 

Loss of pastures for Faunal 
Habitat 

• Clearing should be done in a phased manner, and no blanket clearing should be allowed. 

Promotion of colonization and 
growth of Alien Invasive Species 

• In areas disturbed by the construction tasks, as well as surrounding areas adjacent to these, perennial or woody alien species 
should be periodically removed and destroyed. 

Management of Stormwater 
runoff 

• Appropriate measures to be implemented in order to manage stormwater runoff from the PV Facility. 

• A stormwater management plan must be designed and implemented for the Construction and Operational phases of the 
project. 

Aquatic Biodiversity  

Potential hydrological process 
impacts on the drainage 
systems due to increased runoff 
(erosion and sedimentation) 

• Bare soil surfaces must be protected against erosion using appropriate erosion control measures. 

• Stormwater management to capture and disperse runoff must be implemented during the construction and operation phase. 

Promotion of colonization and 
growth of Alien Invasive Species 

• An Alien Vegetation Management Plan must be developed and implemented during and post-construction. 

Potential impacts on the 
surrounding environment 

• A Rehabilitation Plan must be developed and implemented when required (if applicable) 

• Construction activities must be limited to the approved project footprint. 

• Any construction site camp and material stockpile areas must be established in already disturbed areas more than 32m from 
any watercourses surrounding the site. 

• Construction must not commence until necessary approvals/permissions have been obtained from the relevant departments. 

• ECO should be appointed for monitoring of conditions in the EMPr. 
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Generation and storage of 
hazardous substances 

• All hazardous substances and hazardous waste must be stored in impermeable structures placed in secondary impermeable 
bunded structures 110% the volume of the primary structure. 

• All hazardous substances and hazardous waste should be placed more than 32m from any watercourses surrounding the 
site. 

• Emergency response plan must be drawn up to deal with any hazardous spillages/accidental leakages. 

• A spill kit must be available on site during the construction phase. 

• A drip tray must be used under all generators and any construction vehicles (when on site and not in use).  

Generation of sanitation waste 
during the construction phase 

• All chemical toilets/ ablution facilities (for duration of construction period) must be properly secured so that they cannot be 
windblown, be serviced regularly and should be placed more than 32m from any watercourses surrounding the site and 
located on the farm property. 

Erosion  

Changes to topography and 
drainage characteristics due to 
earth works 

• Storm water should be controlled so as to not cause runoff to adjacent areas. 

• No erosion or sediment should be allowed to end up in drainage lines. 

• Appropriate erosional measures should be put in place (i.e., erosional stop boards) 

Erosion of areas that are 
denuded or disturbed but not 
hardened 

• The development footprint should clearly be demarcated as no disturbance should occur outside of demarcated areas. 

• A stormwater management plan must be designed and implemented for the Construction and Operational phases of the 
project. 

• The correct use and installation of storm water management structures are essential. 

• All denuded areas should have backing boards or similar structures to prevent soil erosion. 

• Furthermore, the growth and coverage of these areas by non-woody indigenous vegetation, such as grasses, should be 
encouraged, managed, and promoted. 

• Denuded areas should be monitored regularly during the rainy season, or following heavy rainfall events, for signs of erosion, 
and these to be addressed if identified. 

• Erosion control and construction disturbance should be an important monitoring facet falling under the control of an 
Environmental Control Officer (ECO), who should be appointed to implement the Environmental Management Plans (EMP’s) 
during the construction phase of this project. 

Socio-economic  

Dust generation during the 
construction phase 

• Clearing should be done in a phased manner, and no blanket clearing should be allowed  

• Erosion protection measures must be implemented on disturbed areas. 

• Vegetation and topsoil must be cleared in a phased manner to avoid large areas of unconsolidated soils.  

• Topsoil and soil stockpiles must be covered, wetted or otherwise stabilised to prevent wind erosion and dust generation. 

• A water cart must be employed on windy days to wet soils that would be prone to wind erosion to limit dust generation. 

• Disturbed areas should be rehabilitated in parallel with construction completion. 

• Compile and implement an Environmental Management Programme; and audit reporting by an ECO during construction. 
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Noise and disturbance during 
the construction phase 

• Noise generated as a result of construction activities must, as far as possible, be within the limits to working hours (i.e. 8am-
5pm weekdays). 

• Encourage personnel not to make unnecessary noise. 

• A complaints register must be kept to document complaints and the corrective action taken. 

Temporary employment and 
skills development opportunities 
will be created during the 
construction phase 

• Local labour must be sourced from local communities, as far as possible, to maximise the economic benefits for the local 
community. 

Risk to human health and safety 
due to open excavations and 
earth moving machinery during 
the construction phase 

• All footprints, excavations, storage areas, materials lay-down areas, stockpile area, and labourers rest areas must be clearly 
demarcated or fenced off before any construction activities commence on site. 

• All activities must be limited to the demarcated area. 

• Open excavations must be kept free of water. 

• Access to the site must be controlled. 

• Entry points and access routes to the site must be clearly marked and traffic limited to those areas as far as possible. 

• Speed travelled by vehicles must be kept to a minimum and speed limits enforced. 

• Conduct a safety reminder talks with personnel prior to commencement of construction. 

Runaway bush fires during the 
construction phase 

• No open fires should be allowed on the site, except on designated areas. 

• No fires to be left unattended. 

• Suitable firefighting equipment should be kept on site. 

General health and safety risks 
associated with the construction 
personnel activities on site 

• Construction personnel must not be allowed to light fires on site. 

• Construction personnel may not stay on site after working hours or set up temporary residences. 

• Ablution facilities must be provided to construction personnel to prevent ablutions being performed in public. 

• Litter bins must be provided at the construction footprint for waste generated by construction personnel. 

• Litter bins must be emptied on a weekly basis at a minimum and waste disposed of at an appropriately licensed waste 
disposal facility. 
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Waste  

Generation of waste during the 
construction phase 

• No waste from construction or otherwise may be disposed of on site 

• No construction waste to be stockpiled on site 

• All waste may temporarily be stored at site before being suitably disposed of at an appropriately licensed and registered 
waste disposal facility  

• Collection of waste to be contracted to an approved contractor and disposed of at an appropriately licensed site. Safe 
disposal certificate to be obtained and kept as a record. 

• Adequate litter drums or other suitable containers must be located on site and emptied on a minimum of a weekly basis and 
waste disposed of at an appropriately licensed waste disposal facility. 

• Appropriate ablution facilities to be provided on site. If portable toilets are utilised these must be emptied regularly by a 
registered contractor. 

Generation of hazardous waste 
during the construction phase 

• Hazardous waste from construction activities to be separated, classified and stored in acceptable receptacles and disposed 
to appropriately licensed site. 

• Machinery must not be serviced on site and measures including drip pans and compacted soil must be used whenever 
machinery is parked for prolonged periods of time. 

• Monthly waste disposal record must be kept of all waste disposed. 

• A spill response kit must be on site during construction 

• All staff should be trained in the correct handling, storage and disposal of hazardous wastes. 

Generation of sanitation waste 
during the construction phase 

• Suitable potable sanitation facilities must be provided and maintained for the labourers during the construction phase. 

• Ensure weekly maintenance of sanitation facilities. 

• Enter into a contract agreement with a service provider to regularly collect and dispose of sanitary waste at an authorized 
sewerage treatment works. 

Heritage  

The exposure of significant 
Archaeological material or 
artefacts on site 

• It is recommended that in the unlikely event that any archaeological materials are exposed during the development, it should 
be reported immediately to the nearest museum/archaeologist or to the EC Provincial Heritage Resources Authority 
(ECPHRA) so that a systematic and professional investigation can be undertaken. 

• If any evidence of archaeological sites or artefact, graves or other heritage resources are found during development or 
construction, ECPHRA and an accredited professional archaeologist or must be alerted immediately. 

• If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of archaeological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation might be 
necessary at the cost of the developer. Sufficient time must be allowed to remove / collect such material. 

• Site foremen should be informed before vegetation clearing commences on the possible types of heritage sites and cultural 
material they may encounter and the procedures to follow when they find sites: i.e., human skeletal material, stone artefacts, 
fossil bone, stone features and historical artefacts or features. 
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Impacts on potential 
undiscovered Palaeontological 
material on site 

• The ECO responsible for these developments should be alerted to the possibility of important fossil remains being found 
either on the surface or exposed by fresh excavations during construction. 

• Should substantial fossil remains be exposed during vegetation clearing and site preparation, the ECO should safeguard 
these, preferably in situ, and alert EC Provincial Heritage Resources Authority (ECPHRA) and an accredited professional 
palaeontologist as soon as possible so that appropriate action (e.g., recording, sampling or collection) can be taken by a 
professional palaeontologist. 

• The palaeontologist will need to apply beforehand for a collecting permit from ECPHRA for which an approved depository 
for any fossil material collected will need to be designated (e.g., Albany Museum, Grahamstown).  

• Sufficient time must be allowed to remove/collect such material. 

Traffic  

Impact on District Roads 
 

• Keep construction and earth-moving vehicles on site during construction phase. 

• The road must be maintained during the construction phase when necessary to mitigate the impact, if any, of additional 
vehicle traffic. 

• Hauling vehicles must operate during normal operational times and allow for adequate spacing between trucks to allow for 
passing motorists. 

• Vehicles must be in good working order to avoid unnecessary damage to roads. 

• Appropriate signage should be erected to warn of slow-moving vehicles as well as wide turning vehicles when applicable. 

• The gravel access roads are to be maintained during the construction phase.  

Visual  

Potential impacts on the 
surrounding environment – 
Landscape Character 

• Development footprints should be demarcated and clearing to occur within demarcated areas. 
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A.2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The ultimate responsibility for the effective implementation of the EMPr lies with the applicant (holder 

of Environmental Authorisation (EA), in this case The Boeram Venter Trust. Responsibility may be 

delegated to Project Managers, Construction Managers or Environmental Officers appointed by the 

applicant, during any stage of the development. The delegation of environmental responsibility will 

be determined by the institutional hierarchy of the organisation. 

 

The applicant will appoint a Project Manager for the Construction Phase of the proposed 

development. The Project Manager will be responsible for the implementation of the EMPr during 

the Construction Phase of the development.  

 

An independent Environmental Control Officer (ECO) should be appointed to oversee the 

implementation of the EMPr during the Construction Phase of the project. The ECO will be 

responsible for overseeing the implementation of, and monitoring compliance with, the conditions 

set out in the EA, as well as the Construction Environmental Management Programme (CEMPr). 

This monitoring role may be supplemented by an internal Site Environmental Officer (SEM) or Site 

Officer, that will remain on site during the Construction Phase. 

 
Table 1. Hierarchy of responsibility in the implementation of the EMPr. 

Project manager 
  
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Overall responsibility for management of the development. 

• Is familiar with the contents of the BA Report, EMPr and the 
conditions of the EA. 

• Ensures that policy, legislative and relevant environmental 
documentation is available to the Construction Manager. 

• Liaises with Construction/ Site Manager on a regular basis to 
address any environmental issues (compliance, mitigation, 
disciplinary action) that may arise. 

Construction/ Site Manager 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Selects and appoints contractors. 

• Is familiar with the institutional environmental policies and 
Codes of Practice. 

• Is familiar with the BA Report, EMPr, EA, and relevant 
legislation. 

• Ensures that the information in the BA Report, EMPr, EA, 
and relevant legislation is communicated to contractors. 

• Ensures that contractors are familiar with institutional Codes 
of Conduct for contractors. 

• Ensure that environmental policies, legislation and guidelines 
are adhered to. 

• Monitor implementation of the EMPr by conducting regular 
site visits and meetings. 

Environmental Control 
Officer 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 
 

• Responsible for overseeing and monitoring the 
implementation of the EMPr during the Construction Phase. 

• Is familiar with the BA Report, EMPr, EA, and relevant 
legislation. 

• Monitors compliance with the EMPr during the operational 
phase through regular environmental audits. 

• Report non-compliance or appropriate remedial action. 
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Site Manager /Site 
Environmental Officer 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Is familiar with the BA Report, EMPr, EA, and relevant 
legislative requirements. 

• Ensures compliance with the EMPr and EA conditions. 

• Is familiar with and ensure compliance with the relevant 
internal institutional policy, and procedural guidelines. 

• Ensures compliance with the relevant institutional policy, and 
procedural guidelines. 

• Ensures compliance with the legislative requirements. 

• Implements the EMPr during the operational phase of the 
development by employing prescribed mitigation and 
management measures. 

• Conducts environmental monitoring protocols at the facility. 

• Conducts regular inspections of the facility in order to monitor 
compliance with the EMPr. 

• Takes remedial or disciplinary action where required. 

 
Should ownership of the project change, any EA granted in respect of the development must 

be transferred to the new owner, upon notification of the Department (DEDEAT). The EMPr, 

EA and Conditions of Approval remain binding on the new owner/ operator of the 

development. 

 
A.3  ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

Environmental Performance Monitoring has been defined as the activities implemented to measure 

environmental changes resulting from a particular development or activity (Davy & Paradine 1996). 

These include anticipated and unexpected changes in the environment. Any change from baseline 

conditions must initiate remedial action, or a change in mitigation or management approach. 

Performance monitoring could include both the collection of physical data, as well as input from 

potentially affected neighbours or Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). 

 

A.3.1  Baseline data 

Environmental Performance Monitoring includes the gathering of baseline data with which the future 

environmental conditions can be compared. It should be noted that the development footprint falls 

within already modified (i.e., existing pastures) areas. 

 

The following baseline information, where currently not available, must be obtained before vegetation 

clearing and site preparation commences: 

• Extent and location of alien invasive plants on site. 

• Extent and location of erosion features on site. 
 
Collection of baseline information will ultimately be the responsibility of the applicant. However, these 

tasks can be delegated to the Site Environmental Manager (SEM) or Site Officer. 

 

A.3.2 Interested and affected parties 

Neighbours and parties affected by the development must be afforded opportunity to comment on 

problems and impacts that they may experience as a result of the development, during the 

Construction Phase of the project. A complaints register must be kept which details such comments, 

as well as the intervention initiated to address the comment or complaint, where appropriate. These 

comments will be used to adapt and improve existing mitigation measures. 
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A.3.3 Monitoring 

During the construction phase the following must be monitored: 

• Monitoring of the compliance with the conditions of approval as given in the EA, as well as the 
recommendations contained in the EMPr. Timeframes for monitoring will comply with the relevant 
condition in the EA, should authorisation for the activity be granted. 

• Monthly monitoring of the extent and location of alien invasive plants on the site. 

• Weekly monitoring of the extent and location of erosion and possible water leaks around the 
development footprints. 

• Weekly conducting of environmental awareness training sessions with the construction 
personnel. 

• Daily monitoring of fresh bedrock for significant fossil material and of excavated material for any 
archaeological material. 

 
Information gathered during monitoring exercises, as well as the action taken, or operational 

adjustments made; must be recorded and these reports made available at the request of the 

DEDEAT. 

 

A.4 LEGAL ENFORCEABILITY 

This EMPr is likely to be a condition of the EA, should authorisation for the activity be granted. As 

such it is a legally binding agreement between the applicant, as well as all his/ her sub-contractors, 

and the DEDEAT. The EMPr must be included in the contracts (tender documents or otherwise) 

entered into by the owner/ developer and any subcontractors. This will ensure that sub-contractors 

have a legal obligation to abide by the conditions set out in the EMPr. Should it be found that 

additional codes of conduct for contractors need to be included in this EMPr, this must be done at 

the first review opportunity. 

 

A.5 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND REPORTING  

The management measures outlined for the Construction Phase of the development will take effect 

as soon as vegetation clearing and earthworks on the site is initiated, while the collection of baseline 

monitoring information must start prior to the commencement of construction activities.  

 

Erosion and possible water leak monitoring, heritage monitoring, alien plant management and 

stakeholder input reports will be kept as outlined in Section A.3.3 above and be made available at 

the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

Environmental audit reports, as well as reviewed amended EMPr reports will be kept up to date so 

that they can be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

A.6  AUDIT PROCEDURE AND EMPR REVIEW SCHEDULE 

The environmental audit is systematic, objective investigation of the environmental information of a 

development to determine to what extent they conform to the environmental standards set out in the 

EMPr and EA.  

 

During the Construction Phase, the audit reports, as produced by the ECO after periodic site visits, 

will serve as the auditing mechanism. A schedule for site audits in the Construction Phase must be 

agreed upon during the appointment of the ECO and comply with any relevant conditions within the 

EA. The ECO must comment on environmental impacts that are not adequately mitigated, as well 

as mitigation measures that are not effective, and suggest appropriate further management actions. 
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These comments must be included in an amended CEMPr (Construction Phase EMPr) that must be 

made available to the DEDEAT on request. 

 

 

 A.7 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental education must be provided as part of the environmental induction process for the 

labourers that will be employed on site, prior to the commencement of the vegetation clearing and 

site preparation phase. The key requirements of the BA Report, EMPr and EA will be included in the 

material which is presented to personnel during the formal environmental induction process. 

 

• Environmental induction will be facilitated by the SEM, or Site Manager/ Farm Manager if no SEM 
is appointed for the site. 

• No personnel will be allowed to work at the site without having passed through the environmental 
induction process. 

• Labourers will be updated continually on pertinent environmental and safety issues during weekly 
Toolbox Talks by the SEM or Site Manager/ Farm Manager. 

• Appropriate signage will be used to inform personnel of environmental conduct in specific areas. 
 

Environmental induction training must include at a minimum: 

• Designation of workers rest areas and sanitation facilities. 

• Clarification of the meanings of warning signage used at the site. 

• Appropriate sanitation and waste disposal practices. 

• Procedures to be followed if heritage artefacts are discovered. 
 

A.8 REFERENCES 

DEAT (2004) Environmental Management Plans, Integrated Environmental Management, 
Information Series 12, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), Pretoria. 
 

Davy, A. & Paradine, P. 1996. Environmental Performance Monitoring and Supervision. 
Environmental Assessment Source Book – Update. World Bank Environment Department. Pp. 8. 
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Part B OPERATIONAL PHASE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (OEMPr) 

During its Operational Phase, the Solar PV Facility will continue its intended purpose of providing 

electricity to the Poultry Breeder Facility.  

 

Potential negative impacts associated with the Operational Phase are limited mainly to impacts on 

the local resources and infrastructure associated therewith, as well as the natural resources 

(hydrological). 

 

Environmental impacts associated with the Operational Phase of the development, as well as the 

appropriate mitigation actions, have been identified using specialist input for the various components 

of the affected environment provided in the BA Report. 

 

B.1  MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 

The management actions outlined below, indicate the actions to be taken to minimise the potential 

negative impacts that the operation of the development may have on the environment, as well as 

measures to enhance the potential benefits.  
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Impact Mitigation 

Loss of Agricultural Land  

Promotion of colonization and 
growth of Alien Invasive Species 

• In areas disturbed by the construction tasks, as well as surrounding areas adjacent to these, perennial or woody alien 
species should be periodically removed and destroyed. 

• Monitoring is suggested on an annual basis and clearing to be done as required. 

Changes to topography and  
drainage characteristics due to  
earth works 

• Appropriate measures to be implemented in order to manage stormwater runoff from the PV Facility. 

• Limit disturbance outside of the development footprint 

Aquatic Biodiversity  

Changes to the local hydrological 
regime, with possible increases in 
surface flows during the 
operational phase 

• No run-off should be allowed to leave the site directly. These areas should be contained using berms/ swales or ponds 
as part of a stormwater management plan. These areas will then attenuate the flows, while reducing the creation of any 
surface water flows presently not found within the site. 

• Sediment traps and stilling basins should also be included into the Stormwater Management Plan where steep areas that 
are susceptible to erosion encountered. 

• Stormwater management to capture and disperse runoff must be implemented during the construction and operation 
phase. 

Promotion of colonization and 
growth of Alien Invasive Species 

• An Alien Vegetation Management Plan must be developed and implemented during and post-construction. 

Erosion  

Erosion on site on cleared areas 

• An erosion protection plan must be developed and implemented on site. 

• The site must be inspected on a regular basis (quarterly and after a heavy rainfall event) for any erosion on site, and any 
erosion must be rectified immediately through fill and compaction. 

• The disturbed areas must be revegetated with local grass species to assist with erosion protection. 

Socio-Economic  

Employment opportunities for the 
local community 

• Local labour must be sourced from local communities (i.e., Addo, Kirkwood and Motherwell), as far as possible, to 
maximise the economic benefits for the local community 

Visual  

Visual Intrusion in the landscape  • Employ good housekeeping practices including maintaining the Solar PV panels. 
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B.2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The ultimate responsibility for the effective implementation of the EMPr lies with the applicant (owner/ 

developer) of the property at the time of the initiation of development, who, in this case would be the 

Boeram Venter Trust. Responsibility may be delegated to Environmental Officers, or Farm/ Project 

Managers, representing contractors or the applicant on the site during any stage of the development. 

The delegation of environmental responsibility will be determined by the institutional hierarchy of the 

organisation. 

 

During the Operational Phase of the development the implementation of the Operational Phase 

Environmental Management Programme (OEMPr) and the conditions of the EA, as well as 

environmental compliance monitoring, will be the responsibility of an internal Environmental Officer 

or a Site/ Farm Manager appointed by the Boeram Venter Trust. Should ownership of the project 

change, any EA granted in respect of the development must be transferred to the new owner, 

upon notification of the Department (DEDEAT). The EMPr, EA and Conditions of Approval 

remain binding on the new owner/ operator of the development. 

 

B.3  ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

Environmental Performance Monitoring has been defined as, the activities implemented to measure 

environmental changes resulting from a particular development or activity (Davy & Paradine 1996). 

These include anticipated and unexpected changes in the environment. Any change from baseline 

conditions must initiate remedial action, or a change in mitigation or management approach. 

Performance monitoring could include both the collection of physical data, as well as input from 

potentially affected neighbours or affected parties. 

 

B.3.1  Baseline data 

Environmental Performance Monitoring includes the gathering of baseline data with which the future 

environmental conditions can be compared.  

 

Baseline data gathered prior to commencement of the Construction Phase, will be used to compare 

environmental conditions on the site during the Operational Phase of the development, to past (pre-

development) conditions. It should be noted that the development footprint falls within already 

modified areas (i.e., existing pastures). 

 

B.3.2 Interested and Affected parties 

Neighbours and parties affected by the development must be afforded opportunity to comment on 

problems and impacts that they may experience as a result of the development, during the 

Operational Phase of the project. A complaints register must be kept which details such comments, 

as well as the intervention initiated to address the comment or complaint, where appropriate. These 

comments will be used to adapt and improve existing mitigation measures. 

 

B.3.3 Monitoring 

Once the facility becomes operational the following must be monitored: 

• Annual monitoring of the extent and location of alien invasive plants. 

• Quarterly monitoring of the extent and location of erosion features, as well as possible water leaks 
around the development footprint (or after heavy rainfall events). 
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Information gathered during monitoring exercises, as well as the action taken, or operational 

adjustments made; must be recorded and these reports made available at the request of the 

DEDEAT. 

 
It is anticipated that the person responsible for the implementation of the OEMPr will also be 
responsible for environmental monitoring and record keeping for the duration of the project lifetime. 
 
B.4 LEGAL ENFORCEABILITY 

This EMPr is likely to be a condition of the EA, should authorisation for the activity be granted. As 

such it is a legally binding agreement between the applicant, as well as all his/ her sub-contractors, 

and the DEDEAT. The EMPr must be included in the contracts (tender documents or otherwise) 

entered into by the owner/ developer and any subcontractors. This will ensure that subcontractors 

have a legal obligation to abide by the conditions set out in the EMPr. Should it be found that 

additional codes of conduct for contractors need to be included in this EMPr, this must be done at 

the first review opportunity. 

 

B.5 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND REPORTING  

The management measures outlined for the Operational Phase of the development will take effect 

as soon as the facility becomes operational (i.e., once the Solar PV Facility has been constructed 

and associated infrastructure installed). 

 

Erosion, Alien plant management and stakeholder input reports will be kept as outlined in Section 

B.3.3 above and be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

Environmental audit reports, as well as reviewed amended EMPr reports will be kept up to date so 

that they can be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

B.6  AUDIT PROCEDURE AND EMPR REVIEW SCHEDULE 

Once the Solar PV Facility is operational, the landowner must comply with all statutory legislation, 

as well as all of the recommendations as set out in the BA Report. An annual audit must be 

conducted by a suitably qualified independent ECO, appointed by the proponent during the 

Operational Phase. These audits must assess the effectiveness of existing management and 

mitigation measures, and compliance with the OEMPr and conditions of the EA. The findings of the 

audit reports must feed into the EMPr ensuring that management and mitigation measures are 

adjusted and updated to ensure that impacts are managed effectively and efficiently. Audit reports 

must be made available to DEDEAT, upon request. 

 

B.7 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental education must be provided as part of the environmental induction process for the 

labourers that will be employed on site during the Operational Phase of the development.  

• Environmental induction will be facilitated by the SEM or Site Manager if no SEM is appointed for 
the site. 

 

Environmental induction training must include the relevant requirements of the BA Report, EMPr and 

EA, and must include at a minimum: 

• Quarterly erosion and water leak monitoring. 

• Annual alien invasive species inspection and removal. 
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Weekly toolbox talks must comment on environmental issues on which non-compliance has been 

noted during periodic audits. 

 

B.8 REFERENCES 

DEAT (2004) Environmental Management Plans, Integrated Environmental Management, 
Information Series 12, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), Pretoria. 
 

Davy, A. & Paradine, P. 1996. Environmental Performance Monitoring and Supervision. 
Environmental Assessment Source Book – Update. World Bank Environment Department. Pp. 8. 
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Appendix One – Identification of Archaeological Features and Material 

from Inland Areas: Guidelines and Procedures for Developers 
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APPENDIX G: OTHER INFORMATION 

APPENDIX G (i): SITE NOTICE BOARD AND NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The site notice board placed at the intersection of the MN50595 and the existing gravel access road for 
Middledrift (33°36'10.38"S; 25°40'7.79"E). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Close-up of the site notice board placed at the entrance to the site, near the existing dam proposed to 
be expanded. 
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Newspaper advertisement placed in “The Herald” 

of 21 April 2022 
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APPENDIX G (ii): DATABASE OF I&APS  

THE I&AP DATABASE HAS BEEN SENT DIRECTLY TO THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY AND WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THIS 
REPORT IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION ACT (ACT NO. 14 OF 2013) (POPIA) 
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APPENDIX G (iii): CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO I&APS AND AUTHORITIES  

PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

● EMAIL: NOTICE OF INTENTION TO COMMENCE WITH BA PROCESS TO DEDEAT 
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● EMAIL TO I&APS – LETTER 1: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT 
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● COMMENT FORM MAILED WITH LETTER 1 
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● BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT MAILED WITH LETTER 1 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 

Middledrift Solar Photovoltaic Facility: Proposed Construction of a Solar Photovoltaic  
Facility and Associated Infrastructure, on a portion of Portions 10 & 40 of Farm T`Zoetgeneugd 
No.192, known as Middledrift, Sundays River Valley Municipality. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT, April 2022  

INTRODUCTION 
The project proponent, The Boeram Venter Trust, proposes the construction and operation of a Solar Photovoltaic (PV) 
Facility, including associated infrastructure, capable of producing 2.2MW of AC electricity, on a portion of Portions 10 & 
40 of Farm T`Zoetgeneugd No. 192, also known as Middledrift, near Addo in the Sundays River Valley Municipality. The 
Farm Portions under assessment measure ~114ha in combined extent and are currently zoned Agriculture 1.  
 
The proposed PV facility will consist of a solar panel array, measuring approximately 2.4ha in extent, as well as 
associated infrastructure (battery container facility, inverter room and power cables), totalling a combined development 
footprint of 2.8ha. The PV facility is proposed to be constructed immediately south-west of the Middledrift Poultry Breeder 
facility, which has received Environmental Authorisation and is currently under construction (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN1&3/M/19-2019). The PV facility will be grid tied meaning electricity produced at the facility will be fed into 
the Eskom grid as part of a Wheeling Agreement with the electricity utility. The PV facility will be grid tied meaning, 
electricity produced at the facility will be fed into the Eskom grid as part of a Wheeling Agreement with the electricity 
utility. The PV Facility is proposed to be constructed within an area that has already been transformed, and therefore it 
is anticipated that no intact indigenous vegetation will be required to be cleared. 
 
Underground cables will connect the various components of the facility. In addition, a private 22kV underground 
powerline will be installed from an existing 1.6MVA metering point on Portion 40, over a distance of ~500m, in order to 
convey electricity to an existing Eskom transformer located adjacent to the Middledrift dam. The exact footprint size and 
location of the various project components will be confirmed through this assessment process. 
 
In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, promulgated 
under Chapter Five of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMAA), and published in 
Government Gazette 40772 on the 7 April 2017, the project requires a Basic Assessment Report (BAR). The proponent 
has appointed Public Process Consultants as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to 
undertake this BAR assessment, including public participation for this project. 
 
PROJECT LOCALITY 
The Farm portions under assessment are located ~4.6km south of Addo/ Valentia (as the crow flies). The site can be 
accessed via the gravel road (MN50595) which intersects with the R335, ~2km north of the north-eastern boundary of 
Portion 10 of Farm 192.  At this point, there is an existing gravel access road which provides access onto Portion 10 & 
40, ~730m in a westerly direction.  The nearest boundary of the Addo Elephant National Park is located ~5km east of 
the area proposed for development. The locality map attached provides an overview of the location of the proposed 
development. 
HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE IN THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS? 
In terms of regulation 42(b) of Government Notice R326, Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are to request in 
writing, that their names be placed on the register of I&APs. To register on the database, complete the comment and 
registration form included with this correspondence or submit your contact details (via email), stating your full name, 
address and contact numbers, to the consultant indicated in this documentation. In terms of regulation 43(1), a registered 
I&AP is entitled to comment in writing on all reports and plans submitted as part of the Public Participation Process and 
raise any issues which may be of significance to the consideration of the application. Additionally, I&APs are required 
to disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which they may have in the approval or refusal of 
the application. By registering on the project database, you will be notified as and when information on the project is 
available for I&AP review and comment. 
 
Compliance with the Protection of Personal Information Act 4 of 2013 
The Protection of Personal Information Act 4 of 2013 (POPIA) was enacted to give effect to the constitutional right to 
privacy by safeguarding personal information processed by a responsible party. You have been identified as a potential 
Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for this assessment process. As required by Regulation 42 of the NEMA EIA 
Regulations, 2014 (as amended), your name and interest in this assessment process, as well as your contact information 
(e.g., telephone number, email address and postal address) will be placed on a register of I&APs for the duration of the 
assessment process, which must be submitted to the competent authority, DEDEAT (Sarah Baartman Region).  The 
I&AP register will not be included in the reports which will be released for public review, nor will it be provided to any 
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other third parties without your explicit consent. However, please be aware that, in terms of Regulation 4 (1) of the 
National Appeal Regulations, 2014, the I&AP register must be supplied to any individual who lodges an appeal against 
an Environmental Authorisation. Therefore, if an individual appeals the Environmental Authorisation, should one be 
granted, Public Process Consultants will be required, by law, to supply the appellant with the I&AP register, including 
your contact information, as outlined above.  Should you not want your name to be included in the I&AP register, please 
specifically request to be de-registered. In which case you will no longer receive correspondence regarding this 
assessment process. In compliance with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, any information contained in comments 
made during the assessment process must be included in the reports that are made available for public review. However, 
this will not include your personal contact information. Therefore, please note that should you wish to remain on the 
register and / or make comments during the assessment process it will be accepted that you have given consent for 
your name and interest in the assessment to be included in reports and for your contact information to be 
provided to DEDEAT as well as an appellant, should an appeal be lodged.  
 
WHAT DOES THIS DOCUMENT TELL YOU? 
This document provides you, as an I&AP, with background information on the proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility 
development, as well as the Basic Assessment and Public Participation Process. It indicates how you can become 
involved in the assessment process, receive information and raise issues that may interest and/ or concern you. The 
sharing of information forms an important component of the Public Participation Process and provides you with the 
opportunity to become actively involved in the EIA Process from the outset. The input received from I&APs together with 
scientific and technical investigations assists the competent authority, in this instance the Eastern Cape Department of 
Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT), Sarah Baartman Region, with their decision-
making. 
 
WHAT DOES THE PROJECT ENTAIL? 
It is the intention of the proponent to construct and operate a 2.2MW solar Photovoltaic (PV) facility, including associated 
infrastructure, on a portion of Portion 10 & 40 of Farm T`Zoetgeneugd No.192, also known as Middledrift. The PV facility 
will consist of a solar panel array, with an anticipated footprint of ~2.4ha, and an additional ~0.4ha for associated 
infrastructure (i.e., battery room, inverter room, and power cables). Underground cables will connect the solar panels 
with the inverter and battery rooms as well as the existing generator room. The total anticipated footprint for the proposed 
PV facilty is ~2.8ha. A new private 22kV underground powerline will be required to be installed in order to convey 
electricity from the PV facility to the Eskom grid via an existing transformer adjacent to the Middledrift dam. The existing 
transformer will be relocated in conjunction with the expansion of the Middledrift dam, which expansion has received 
environmental authorisation (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN1&3/M/19-2019).  
    
Associated with the proposed PV Facility are the following project activities: 

o Preparation of the site, levelling, runoff control measures, and stormwater management 
o Installation of the solar Photovoltaic array (panels) (~2.4ha) 
o Construction of inverter room (~375m2) 
o Establishment of battery container facility (1 625m2) 
o Installation of underground cables connecting the above components of the PV facility (2000m2) 
o Relocation of the existing Eskom transformer in conjunction with the Middledrift farm dam expansion. 
o Establishment of 22kV underground private powerline (~500m) connecting the PV facility with the relocated 

Eskom transformer 
o Establishment/ expansion of internal access roads 
o Securing the facility including erection of a fence 
 

The location and size of the preferred development footprints will be determined through specialist and technical input, 
authority consultation, as well as consultation with I&APs. However, it is proposed that the facility and associated 
components will be constructed within a portion of the farm that has already been transformed, and therefore it is 
anticipated that no additional indigenous vegetation will be cleared in order to accommodate the various components 
described above.  
 
ALTERNATIVES AND SITE SELECTION   
A key component of the EIA Process is the identification and assessment of reasonable and feasible alternatives. The 
following alternatives have been identified and will be considered in the assessment process:  

• No-go alternative 

• Layout/ footprint alternatives 

• Alternatives as identified by I&APs 
 
Reasonable and feasible alternatives as raised by I&APs, specialists and the technical team will be considered in the 
assessment process. 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSSESSMENT PROCESS 
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In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, promulgated 
under Chapter Five of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMAA), and published in 
Government Gazette 40772 on the 7 April 2017, the project requires a Basic Assessment, and Environmental 
Authorisation is required prior to the commencement of any activities on site. The table below lists potential listed 
activities in GN R327, 325 and 324, which trigger the need for a Basic Assessment. A cautious approach has been 
adopted towards the identification of listed activities. Where there is currently uncertainty with regards to the applicability 
of a listed activity, it has been included in the table below. 

 

EIA Regulations (2014), as amended Project Component 

GN R327 (Listing Notice 1) 

“1. The development of facilities or infrastructure 
for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where— 

(ii) the output is 10 megawatts or less but the total 
extent of the facility covers an area in excess of 
1 hectare; 

It is proposed that a solar photovoltaic plant is constructed with 
a capacity to produce ~2.2 megawatts. The footprint of the PV 
array area is anticipated to be ~2.4ha with an additional ~0.4ha 
for associated infrastructure (battery container facility, inverter 
room and power cables), totalling an anticipated combined 
development footprint of ~2.8ha. 
 
This listed activity will require Environmental Authorisation 

“24. The development of a road— 

(ii) with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or where 
no reserve exists where the road is wider than 
8 metres; 

but excluding a road— 

(c) which is 1 kilometre or shorter.” 

It is anticipated that the PV facility will require internal roads in 
order to gain access to the project components and solar panels 
for maintenance and cleaning purposes. The internal access 
roads required are anticipated to range between 4 and 8 meters 
in width and may have a combined length that could exceed 1 
kilometer.  
 
The exact dimensions of internal roads will be confirmed through 
the assessment process.  
 
This listed activity may require Environmental 
Authorisation. 

“27. The clearance of an area of 1 hectares or 
more, but less than 20 hectares of indigenous 
vegetation, except where such clearance of 
indigenous vegetation is required for— “ 

The total development footprint for the PV facility, including 
associated infrastructure, is estimated to be ~2.8ha. The PV 
facility is proposed to be constructed on a portion of Portions 10 
& 40 of Farm 192, adjacent to the southern boundary of the farm 
within existing cleared areas. Therefore, it is not anticipated that 
additional indigenous vegetation will be required to be cleared 
for the development, however, this will be confirmed by the 
terrestrial biodiversity specialist. 
 
The applicability of this listed activity will be determined 
through this assessment process   

“28. Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, 
industrial or institutional developments where such 
land was used for agriculture, game farming, 
equestrian purposes or afforestation on or after 01 
April 1998 and where such development: 

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the total 
land to be developed is bigger than 1 hectare; 

The PV facility will be grid-tied as part of a wheeling agreement 
with Eskom,and will provide electricity security for existing 
operations on the farm. The farm is currently utilized for 
agriculture (grazing, and a Poultry Breeder Facility) and the 
solar PV facility might be considered to be an industrial” 
development. The farm falls outside of an urban area. The 
combined development footprint is proposed to be bigger than 
1 hectare (~2.8ha). 
 
The applicability of this listed activity will be determined 
through the assessment process. 

“56. The widening of a road by more than 6 
metres, or the lengthening of a road by more than 
1 kilometre— 

(ii) where no reserve exists, where the existing 
road is wider than 8 metres; 

excluding where widening or lengthening occur 
inside urban areas.” 

It is anticipated that the PV facility will require internal roads in 
order to gain access to the project components and solar panels 
for maintenance and cleaning purposes. These may tie in with 
existing internal access roads provided for the Poultry Breeder 
Facility. Therefore, existing internal access roads for the breeder 
facility may be widened or lengthened to connect to the PV 
facility, and the combined length may exceed 1 kilometer in 
length.  
 
The exact dimensions of internal roads for the PV facility will be 
confirmed through the assessment process.  
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The applicability of this listed activity will be determined 
through the assessment process. 
 
 
 

GN R324 (Listing Notice 3) 

“4. The development of a road wider than 4 metres 
with a reserve less than 13,5 metres. 

a. Eastern Cape 

i. Outside urban areas: 

(gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks 
or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres from 
any other protected area identified in terms 
of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a 
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed 
areas; 

It is anticipated that the PV facility will require internal roads in 
order to gain access to the project components and solar panels 
for maintenance and cleaning purposes. It is expected that the 
internal roads will range between 4 and 8 meters in width.   
 
The area proposed for development is in the Eastern Cape, falls 
outside of an urban area and within 10 kilometers of the nearest 
boundary of the Addo Elephant National Park.  
 
The applicability of this listed activity will be determined 
through the assessment process. 

“18. The widening of a road by more than 4 
metres, or the lengthening of a road by more 
than 1 kilometre. 

a. Eastern Cape 

i. Outside urban areas: 

(gg) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks 
or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres from any 
other protected area identified in terms of 
NEMPAA or from the core area of a biosphere 
reserve; 

It is anticipated that the PV facility will require internal roads in 
order to gain access to the project components and solar panels 
for maintenance and cleaning purposes. These may tie in with 
existing internal access roads provided for the Poultry Breeder 
Facility. Therefore, existing internal access roads for the breeder 
facility may be expanded to connect to the PV facility, and the 
combined length may exceed 1 kilometer in length.  
 
The area proposed for development is in the Eastern Cape, falls 
outside of an urban area and within 10 kilometers of the nearest 
boundary of the Addo Elephant National Park.  
 
The exact dimensions of internal roads will be confirmed through 
the assessment process.  
 
The applicability of this listed activity will be determined 
through the assessment process. 

The applicability of all the listed activities indicated above will be determined through the assessment process. The listed 
activities require Environmental Authorisation from the DEDEAT, prior to the commencement of any activities on the 
site.  

The Basic Assessment Process (BA) needs to show the competent authority, DEDEAT, and the project proponent, what 
the consequences of their choices will be in biophysical, social and economic terms. Public involvement forms an 
important component of this process, by assisting in the identification of issues and alternatives to be evaluated. The 
Basic Assessment Process being implemented can be divided into the following phases, namely: 

• Pre-Application Phase 
o Notification To DEDEAT 
o Project Announcement and Registration of I&APs (30 days) (We Are Here) 
o Preliminary Specialist input 

• Application and Basic Assessment Phase 
o Submission of Application Form for Environmental Authorisation to the DEDEAT 
o Consultation Basic Assessment Report Review (30 days)  
o Submission of Final Basic Assessment Report to the DEDEAT  

• Decision Making and Appeal Period 
o Notice to I&APs of decision and appeal period 

To meet the timeframes as prescribed in the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), specialist studies to be included as 
part of this assessment process will commence in parallel to the application phase. The following specialist studies are 
proposed to be undertaken for this assessment: 

• Terrestrial Biodiversity Compliance Statement 

• Aquatic Biodiversity Compliance Statement 

• Desktop Visual Impact Assessment 
 

PHASE 1: PRE-APPLICATION PHASE (CURRENT STAGE) 

• Project Announcement and Registration of I&APs  
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The first stage in the process entails notification to the DEDEAT, as well as interested and affected parties (I&APs) of 
the intention to proceed with The Basic Assessment Process. Identified I&APs are provided with a Background 
Information Document (BID) on the project, a locality map and a comment form. An advertisement will be placed in a 
local newspaper and a site notice board will be erected at the site. I&APs are required to register their interest in the 
project to receive further project information. I&APs will be provided with a 30-day period in which to register their 
interest on the project database and raise any issues for inclusion in the Consultation Basic Assessment Report (CBAR). 

In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the objective of the Basic Assessment Report is to 
amongst others, through a conservative process: 

• Determine policies and legislation relevant to the activity 

• Identify alternatives considered 

• Describe the needs and desirability of the proposed alternatives 

• Undertake an impact and risk assessment process focussing on the geographical, physical, biological, social, 
economic, heritage, and cultural sensitivity of the site 

• Based on the impact assessment determine the preferred alternative, identify suitable mitigatory measures 
and any residual risks that need to be managed or monitored 

 
PHASE 2: APPLICATION AND BASIC ASSESSMENT PHASE 

• Application form and Consultation Basic Assessment Report 
In parallel with the compilation of and submission of the Application Form, the CBAR will be compiled, which will include 
a Comments and Responses Trial – Indicating the issues and concerns raised by I&APs during the 30-day project 
announcement period (PHASE 1: Pre-Application Phase).  

Subsequent to the submission of the Application Form to the competent authority, the CBAR will be released for a 
minimum, legislated 30-day comment period. All registered I&APs will be notified in writing of the opportunity to 
comment. In order to assist I&APs with their understanding of the project and to facilitate the identification of issues for 
inclusion in the Final Basic Assessment Report (FBAR), I&APs will be provided with an executive summary of the CBAR, 
as well as a comment form. Copies of the report will also be made available on the project website 
www.publicprocess.co.za. 

• Final Basic Assessment Report submission 
The FBAR, including the Comments and Responses Trail as well as the EMPr, will be compiled for submission to the 
competent authority (DEDEAT: Sarah Baartman District) for their consideration. In terms of the NEMA EIA regulations, 
2014 (as amended) where a BA is applied to an application, the applicant must within 90 days of receipt of the application 
by the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a BA Report, inclusive of specialist studies, which have 
been subjected to a 30-day Public Participation Process. This BA Report should include all comments received during 
the 30-day comment period. All I&APs on the project database will be notified in writing of the submission of the FBAR.  
 
PHASE 3: DECISION MAKING AND APPEAL PERIOD 

The competent authority must, within 107 days of receipt of the BA Report, grant or refuse Environmental Authorisation. 
The applicant must, within 14 days of the date of the decision, notify all registered I&APs of the decision and provide 
them access to the decision and reasons for the decision, as well as indicate the manner of appeal.    

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AS AN I&AP? 
1. I&APs are required to respond to the letters of notification and/ or newspaper advertisements and register their 

interest on the project database. 

• By emailing or mailing a comment form to the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) indicated below. 

• By registering your interest in the project, you will be kept informed throughout the Basic Assessment Process 
and will be notified of any opportunities to comment. 

2. I&APs are required to state their area of interest and/ or concern in the matter. 

• By emailing or mailing a comment form to the EAP indicated below. 

• By telephonically contacting the EAP if you have a query, comment, or require further project information. 

• By reviewing the Consultation Reports and submitting any comments/ issues within the specified comment 
periods. 

 
WHO SHOULD YOU CONTACT? 
Sandy Wren,  
Public Process Consultants 
PO Box 27688,  
Greenacres, 6057. 
Phone 041-374 8426; VOIP: 0871 472 451 
Email: sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Information on the project can be downloaded from the following website:  www.publicprocess.co.za

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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Locality of Portion 10 & 40 of Farm T`Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known as Middledrift, in relation to major roads, municipal boundaries and towns, in the Sundays River 
Valley Municipality. 
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APPENDIX G (iv): CORRESPONDENCE FROM I&APS AND AUTHORITIES 

PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT AND REGISTRATION PHASE 

• CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM ORGANS OF STATE/ STATE DEPARTMENTS 

From:                                   Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                     Tuesday, April 26, 2022 9:53 AM 
To:                                         'Howard Blane' 
Subject:                                 RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 

A SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON 
PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS 
MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNIC... 

  
Hi Howard, 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your request to register. Eskom will be kept on the I&AP database for this 
assessment and will be notified of all opportunities to comment on reports made available for public 
review throughout the assessment process. 
  
Regards, 
Emily 
 
From: Howard Blane <BlaneH@eskom.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 1:54 PM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; Angelina Shalang <ShalanAR@eskom.co.za> 
Subject: RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNIC... 
  
Dear Emily 
  
Eskom Dx is an affected and interested party in this application. 
  
Thanks 
  
Howard Blane 
Land & Rights Manager 

 
From:                                    Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                      Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:18 PM 
To:                                         Angelina Shalang; Howard Blane 
Cc:                                          Sandra Wren 
Subject:                                 RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 

A SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON 
PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS 
MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNIC... 

  
Dear Angelina, 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your comment form and request to register. You will be kept on the I&AP 
database for this assessment and will be notified of all opportunities to comment on reports made available 
for public review throughout the assessment process. 

mailto:BlaneH@eskom.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:ShalanAR@eskom.co.za
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Regards, 
Emily 

 
From: Angelina Shalang <ShalanAR@eskom.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 2:00 PM 
To: Howard Blane <BlaneH@eskom.co.za>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNIC... 
  
Good day, 
  
Receive the attached registration form. 
  
Regards, 
Angelina 

 
From: Howard Blane <BlaneH@eskom.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, 21 April 2022 13:54 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; Angelina Shalang <ShalanAR@eskom.co.za> 
Subject: RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNIC... 
  
Dear Emily 
  
Eskom Dx is an affected and interested party in this application. 
  
Thanks 
  
Howard Blane 
Land & Rights Manager 

 

mailto:ShalanAR@eskom.co.za
mailto:BlaneH@eskom.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BlaneH@eskom.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:ShalanAR@eskom.co.za
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From:                                    Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                     Tuesday, May 3, 2022 11:23 AM 
To:                                         'Siqiti,  Khulile'; 'Moore,  Randall' 
Cc:                                          Sandra Wren 
Subject:                                 RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A 

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON 
PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS 
MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 

  
Hi Randall, 
  
Your comment regarding the road is acknowledged and will be included in the respective Basic Assessment 
Reports for submission to DEDEAT for their decision making. 
Please note that a Traffic Impact Statement will not be conducted. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield 
 
From: Emily Whitfield 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 10:17 AM 
To: Siqiti, Khulile <Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za>; Moore, Randall 
<Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Hi Randall, 
  
Thank you for your email. Khulile Siqiti is currently registered on the I&AP database for this project and will 
remain registered for the duration of the assessment process. You and Khulile will be notified of various 
opportunities to comment throughout the assessment process. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield 
  
From: Siqiti, Khulile <Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za> 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 10:22 AM 
To: Moore, Randall <Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za> 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Hello Mr. Moore, 
  
Noted 
  
Thanks. 
  

mailto:Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za


 

  197 

 
  
From: Moore, Randall <Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za> 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 9:00 AM 
To: Siqiti, Khulile <Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za> 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Hello Khulile 
  
Please register as an I&AP. MN50595 will have to be regravelled for the construction phase 
  
Randall Moore 
District Roads Engineer 
SARAH BAARTMAN DISTRICT 
 

 
From:                                    Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                      Tuesday, May 3, 2022 3:52 PM 
To:                                          Babalwa Layini 
Subject:                                 RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A 

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON 
PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS 
MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 

  
Thank you very much. 
  
Regards, 
Emily 
  
From: Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 3:20 PM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Good Afternoon Emily 
  

mailto:Randall.Moore@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:Khulile.Siqiti@ectransport.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BLayini@dffe.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
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His name is Zinzile Mtotywa 
  
Kind Regards 
Babalwa 
  
From: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 03 May 2022 11:39 
To: Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Hi Babalwa, 
  
Thank you very much for your email. Can you please confirm the name and surname of your new manager 
so that we can register him on all of our I&AP databases to ensure that future correspondence is sent to 
the correct individuals within the Department of Forestry. 
  
Please note however, in this instance the proposed development will not require the clearance of forest or 
any protected tree species. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield 
  
From: Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 10:55 AM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Good Morning Emily 
  
Thank you for copying Forestry this invitation however clearing of natural forest and protected trees 
requires a license from the Department for future correspondence on Forestry matters please include my 
new manager his email address is zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za contact number 041 407 4051 cell 063 7504427. 
  
Kind Regards 
Babalwa 
 

 
From:                                         Sandra Wren 
Sent:                                           03 May 2022 10:59 AM 
To:                                               Gcinile Dumse 
Cc:                                               JP Hechter; Emily Whitfield 
Subject:                                     RE: DLSM COMMENTS PROPOSED SOLAR PHOTOVOLTANIC FACILITIES 
  
Hi Dumse 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your request to register for both projects, Middledrift PV and Disco 2 PV and 
confirm you will remain on the database for the duration of the assessment process. 
  

mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BLayini@dffe.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BLayini@dffe.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za
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The comments you have submitted will be included in the respective reports for submission to DEDEAT for 
their decision making. 
  
Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 
Phone - 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Cell - 082 4909 828 
sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
www.publicprocess.co.za 
  
From: Gcinile Dumse <GcinileD@Dalrrd.gov.za> 
Sent: 03 May 2022 09:55 AM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: DLSM COMMENTS PROPOSED SOLAR PHOTOVOLTANIC FACILITIES 
  
Good Morning Sandy 
  
Please find the attached comments for proposed Disco 2 and Middledrift Solar Photovoltanic facilities. 
  
  
Regards 
  
Gcinile P. Dumse 
Designation: Resource Auditor (Umphicothi) 
District: Nelson Mandela Metro & Sara Baartman DM 
Agriculture, Land Reform & Rural Development 
Directorate: Land & Soil Management 
Mobile: 066 375 0273 
Telephone: 043 704 6810 
Email: GcinileD@dalrrd.gov.za 
  
NOTICE: 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential, legally privileged and protected by law. 
Access by the intended recipient only is authorised. If you are not the intended recipient, kindly notify the 
sender immediately. Unauthorised use, copying or dissemination hereof is strictly prohibited. Save for bona 
fide departmental purposes, the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development does not 
accept responsibility for the contents or opinions expressed in this e-mail, nor does it warrant this 
communication to be free from errors, contamination, interference or interception. 
  
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential, legally privileged and protected by law. 
Access by the intended recipient only is authorised. If you are not the intended recipient, kindly notify the 
sender immediately. Unauthorised use, copying or dissemination hereof is strictly prohibited. Save for bona 
fide departmental purposes, the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development does not 
accept responsibility for the contents or opinions expressed in this e-mail, nor does it warrant this 
communication to be free from errors, contamination, interference or interception. 

 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:GcinileD@Dalrrd.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:GcinileD@dalrrd.gov.za
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From:                                      Sandra Wren 
Sent:                                        25 May 2022 11:00 AM 
To:                                            Nelisa Nama 
Subject:                                     RE: Middledrift Solar Photovoltaic facility: Comment and Registration Form 
  
Hi Nelisa 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your comments and will ensure you are registered as an I&AP on the project 
database and are notified of the various stages to comment during the assessment process.  The comments 
you have submitted will be included and responded to the Basic Assessment Report. 
  
Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 
Phone - 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Cell - 082 4909 828 
sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
www.publicprocess.co.za 
  
From: Nelisa Nama <NNama@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: 24 May 2022 01:40 PM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: Middledrift Solar Photovoltaic facility: Comment and Registration Form 
  
fyi 
  

NELISA NAMA 
DFFE : LGE (SBDM) 
  
  
32 GOVAN MBEKI AVENUE, PO BOX 318, PORT ELIZABETH, 6000, SOUTH AFRICA 
CELL : 0674173874 TEL : 041-5087037 

nnama@sbdm.co.za | www.sarahbaartman.co.za 
nnama@dffe.gov.za 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:NNama@dffe.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:nnama@sbdm.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sarahbaartman.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csandy%40publicprocess.co.za%7Cd1376938df48437797e008da3d7a1923%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C1%7C637889892071670812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UcpwmQ4%2BPio7aJFznOULKA4b5XJwTzIJnIcCVEECi%2FM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nnama@dffe.gov.za
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From:                                     Sandra Wren 
Sent:                                       25 May 2022 10:53 AM 
To:                                           Zinzile Mtotywa 
Cc:                                           Emily Whitfield; Babalwa Layini; JP Hechter 
Subject:                                 RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 

A SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON 
PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS 
MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 

Attachments:                       Middledrift PVs - Solar & Ass. Infrastructure - 25May2022.kmz 
  
Hi Zinzile 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your comment below and ensure these will be included in the Basic Assessment 
Report for submission to Environmental Affairs for their decision making. 
  
As per our discussion of this morning, I have attached a .kmz google earth image of the site, which indicates 
the boundary of the site and the proposed footprint for the PV facility.  It will also give you a good idea of 
the condition of the site.  As mentioned telephonically the R335 lies to the north of the site (not west) and 
does not border the site, the Sundays River forms the northern boundary of the site.  The area between the 
site under assessment and the R335 does not belong to the project applicant, not does it form part of this 
assessment. 
  
Once you have had a change to look at the mapping we can chat again about a site visit, but as noted we 
would not be able to access the area between the site and the R335 as it does not form part of this 
assessment or belong to the project applicant. 
  
I trust this makes things a bit more clear.  Please don’t hesitate to call me if you require additional 
information. 
  
Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 
Phone - 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Cell - 082 4909 828 
sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
www.publicprocess.co.za 
  
From: Zinzile Mtotywa <zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: 24 May 2022 02:10 PM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Subject: RE: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Good afternoon Ms. Wren, 
  
Please find attached herein is our registration form for the BA process, for the project in question. 
  

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BLayini@dffe.gov.za
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Kind regards 
  
Zinzile Mtotywa 
Tel: 041-407 4050 
Cell: 063 750 4427 
  
From: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 03 May 2022 16:05 
To: Zinzile Mtotywa <zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za>; Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: FW: RE: NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS: PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SOLAR 
PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, ON PORTIONS 10 & 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, KNOWN AS MIDDLEDRIFT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
  
Dear Mr. Zinzile Mtotywa, 
  
We have been informed by Ms. Layini that you should be registered on our I&AP databases as the 
representative for the Department of Forestry. Please see below for the email correspondence sent on 21 
April 2022 notifying all I&APs of the Basic Assessment Process being conducted on behalf of the Boeram 
Venter Trust for the proposed Solar PV facility on Portions 10 & 40 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known 
as Middledrift, Sundays River Valley Municipality. 
The project announcement and registration period extends from 21 April 2022 to 24 May 2022. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
  
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 / Cell: 083 233 5612 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 

 

mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za
mailto:BLayini@dffe.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csandy%40publicprocess.co.za%7Cf73d2efce3104765db9c08da3d7e605b%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C1%7C637889910422539508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQ71RsEIJ0DuCGjC1MuaHio2deqMezW8OZfi5ygy7js%3D&reserved=0
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• CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM I&APS 

From:                                         Jonathan Cooper <Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za> 
Sent:                                           Monday, 23 May 2022 16:24 
To:                                               JP Hechter; ccooper753@gmail.com; joncooper02@gmail.com 
Cc:                                               Emily Whitfield 
Subject:                                     RE: Adjacent landowner confirmation - Portion 5 of Farm 192, near Addo 
  
Many thanks JP 
  
Yes contact details listed below are correct. 
  
My brother (Christopher Cooper) actually forwarded very recently to me recently the attached documents you 
also kindly attached, I have not managed to read through in detail as yet but I do note there is a deadline 
tomorrow to complete and submit what I assume is administrative documentation of all and relevant affected 
and interested parties… 
  
I can confirm that ccooper753@gmial.com is the correct email address, for Mr Christopher Cooper (CC on e 
mail). 
  
Many thanks 
  
Kind rgds 
  
Jonathan Cooper CA(SA) | Treasury Finance   
jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za | 078 521 5395 
Johannesburg Corporate Office 
011 407 3341 | 0860 11 1177 
www.bidvestbank.co.za 

From: JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2022 4:18 PM 
To: Jonathan Cooper 
Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za>; ccooper753@gmail.com; joncooper02@gmail.com 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: Adjacent landowner confirmation - Portion 5 of Farm 192, near Addo 
  
Good Day Mr Cooper 
  
Thank you for returning the email. 
  
We have proactively included you on the project database as the landowner representative. Can you please 
confirm that the following email address, Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za, is the correct email address 
to which all future correspondence will be send? 
  
We will update the project database to include Mr Christopher Cooper as a landowner representative. Can 
you also please confirm that ccooper753@gmial.com is the correct email address, for Mr Christopher 
Cooper. 
  
Please note: the Notification of Intention to Commencement with a Basic Assessment Process for the 
Proposed Construction of a Solar Photovoltaic Facility and Associated Infrastructure, on Portions 10 & 40 of 
Farm T’Zoetgeneugd No. 192, Known as Middledrift, SRVM, was sent to all I&APs on the 21 April 2022. Can 
you please confirm that you have received such notification email? 
  
For ease of reference, please find attached to this email the Background Information Document (BID), 
Comment Form and letter sent to all I&APs. 

mailto:ccooper753@gmial.com
mailto:jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bidvestbank.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjp%40publicprocess.co.za%7C2ec247719354403ad40508da3cc7d842%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637889126307132101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sMpxqUJENkqsLF6BEUSPZI3tepCkXH6qK0EqxcCdzi8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
mailto:ccooper753@gmail.com
mailto:joncooper02@gmail.com
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
mailto:ccooper753@gmial.com
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All available information for the project can be downloaded from our website www.publicprocess.co.za. 
  
Please feel free to contract me should you require any more information. 
  
Regards 
  
From: Jonathan Cooper <Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za> 
Sent: Monday, 23 May 2022 15:39 
To: JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za>; ccooper753@gmail.com; joncooper02@gmail.com 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: Adjacent landowner confirmation - Portion 5 of Farm 192, near Addo 
  
Good day JP 
  
My apologies for the late reply, I missed your initial e mail completely, yes we are the adjacent land owners 
  
Our property “Greenviews” is within the property that we understand Mr Nico Venter purchased 
  
Our representatives are myself Jonathan Cooper and my brother Christopher Cooper 
  
My direct contact details are as shown below 
  
Please feel free to contact me should you need 
  
Many thanks 
  
Kind rgds 
  
Jonathan 
Jonathan Cooper CA(SA) | Treasury Finance   
jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za | 078 521 5395 
Johannesburg Corporate Office 
011 407 3341 | 0860 11 1177 
www.bidvestbank.co.za 

From: JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 8:41 AM 
To: Jonathan Cooper 
<Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za>; ccooper753@gmail.com; joncooper02@gmail.com 
Cc: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: Adjacent landowner confirmation - Portion 5 of Farm 192, near Addo 
Importance: High 
  
Good day Mr Cooper 
  
Several attempts have been made to contact you telephonically, but none were successful. 
  
We are the appointed Environmental Consultants for Mr Nico Venter to undertake and Assessment for a 
proposed Solar Photovoltaic Facility on a portion of Portions 10 & 40 of T`Zoetgeneugd No. 192, known as 
Middledrift, near Addo, in the Sundays River Valley Municipality. 
  
We have identified you as the adjacent landowner representative for Portion 5 of Farm 192. As you 
might be aware, we are legally obligated to inform all adjacent landowners, landowner representatives and 
tenants of a pending EIA process that is undertaken. Contact information will be placed on the project 
database, in order to forward any available information during the I&AP review periods, that will assist you in 
submitting comments on the project. 
  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjp%40publicprocess.co.za%7C2ec247719354403ad40508da3cc7d842%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637889126307132101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OXJ4dyu%2F2ayMQxt3z%2BnO07Hr5c8VQLl3d8E1s6mtjKI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:ccooper753@gmail.com
mailto:joncooper02@gmail.com
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bidvestbank.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjp%40publicprocess.co.za%7C2ec247719354403ad40508da3cc7d842%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637889126307132101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sMpxqUJENkqsLF6BEUSPZI3tepCkXH6qK0EqxcCdzi8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
mailto:ccooper753@gmail.com
mailto:joncooper02@gmail.com
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
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Can you kindly confirm your contact details below, and also indicate any representatives you deem 
necessary to be included. 
  

  
  
Please note that we are complying with the POPI Act, see below: 
  
Compliance with the Protection of Personal Information Act 4 of 2013 
The Protection of Personal Information Act 4 of 2013 (POPIA) was enacted to give effect to the constitutional 
right to privacy by safeguarding personal information processed by a responsible party. You have been 
identified as a potential Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for this assessment process. As required by 
Regulation 42 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), your name and interest in this assessment 
process, as well as your contact information (e.g., telephone number, email address and postal address) will 
be placed on a register of I&APs for the duration of the assessment process, which must be submitted to the 
competent authority, DEDEAT (Sarah Baartman Region).  The I&AP register will not be included in the reports 
which will be released for public review, nor will it be provided to any other third parties without your explicit 
consent. However, please be aware that, in terms of Regulation 4 (1) of the National Appeal Regulations, 
2014, the I&AP register must be supplied to any individual who lodges an appeal against an Environmental 
Authorisation. Therefore, if an individual appeals the Environmental Authorisation, should one be granted, 
Public Process Consultants will be required, by law, to supply the appellant with the I&AP register, including 
your contact information, as outlined above.  Should you not want your name to be included in the I&AP 
register, please specifically request to be de-registered. In which case you will no longer receive 
correspondence regarding this assessment process. In compliance with Regulation 44 of the EIA 
Regulations, any information contained in comments made during the assessment process must be included 
in the reports that are made available for public review. However, this will not include your personal contact 
information. Therefore, please note that should you wish to remain on the register and / or make comments 
during the assessment process it will be accepted that you have given consent for your name and interest 
in the assessment to be included in reports and for your contact information to be provided to DEDEAT 
as well as an appellant, should an appeal be lodged. 
  
Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries 
  
Regards 

JP Hechter (MSc. Geography) 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
EAPASA Candidate Ref: 2020/1374 

Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Port Elizabeth 
Phone: 041 374 8426 VOIP: 0871 472 451 
Cell: 072 275 4212 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 

 

 
From:                                         JP Hechter 
Sent:                                           Wednesday, May 25, 2022 8:45 AM 
To:                                               Jonathan Cooper 
Cc:                                               Chris Cooper; Emily Whitfield 
Subject:                                     RE: Portion 5 of Farm 192 known as Greenviews - Areas of concern 
  
Good day Mr Cooper 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your comments. We will ensure that your comments will be appropriately 
responded to and included in the Comments and Responses trial in the Consultation Basic Assessment Report. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjp%40publicprocess.co.za%7C2ec247719354403ad40508da3cc7d842%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637889126307132101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OXJ4dyu%2F2ayMQxt3z%2BnO07Hr5c8VQLl3d8E1s6mtjKI%3D&reserved=0
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You and Mr Christopher Cooper will be kept on the I&AP database for this assessment and will be notified of 
all opportunities to comment on reports made available for public review throughout this assessment process. 
  
Regards 
  
From: Jonathan Cooper <Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za> 
Sent: Wednesday, 25 May 2022 00:12 
To: JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Chris Cooper <ccooper753@gmail.com>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: Portion 5 of Farm 192 known as Greenviews - Areas of concern 
Importance: High 
  
Good day JP 
  
Please find attached for your kind attention and review. 
  
Many thanks 
  
Kind rgds 
  
Jonathan 
  
Jonathan Cooper CA(SA) | Treasury Finance   
jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za | 078 521 5395 
Johannesburg Corporate Office 
011 407 3341 | 0860 11 1177 
www.bidvestbank.co.za 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:Jonathan.Cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
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mailto:ccooper753@gmail.com
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jonathan.cooper@bidvestbank.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bidvestbank.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cemily%40publicprocess.co.za%7Ce5bd3e92c9f4456424b508da3e1a128e%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637890578945781229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fop97iqOGGO0KnrIm18rW9tvVf8RrZlEUgL91vZb23o%3D&reserved=0
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APPENDIX G (v): EAP’S CV 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE (CV) 

SANDRA JANE WREN 

 
Name of Firm:   Public Process Consultants cc. 
Name of Staff:   SANDY Jane Wren 
Position: Sole Member (100% ownership) 
Profession:   Public Participation Process Specialist and Environmental 

Impact Assessment Management 
Specialisation: Public participation process design and management for 

Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA), Environmental 
Impact Assessments (EIA’s), Policy Development Processes. 
Client, community liaison and report writing.  Environmental 
Impact Assessment Management. 

Languages: English, excellent speaking, reading, and  writing 
 Afrikaans, good speaking, reading and writing  
 
 
KEY QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Sandy Wren is a BA graduate from the University of Port Elizabeth (UPE) majoring in Political 
Science, Sociology and Industrial and Organisational Psychology (1992).    

• Sandy has BA Honours Degree in Development Theory (2003) which included courses in 
Environmental Management and Impact Assessment for which she obtained distinctions. 

• Project Management for Local Government co-sponsored by the Economic Development Institute of 
the World Bank, the Universities of Durban/ Westville, Stellenbosch, The Western Cape and 
Witwatersrand (1993) 

• Confident Communication  - Mast Training Consultants (1995)  

• Management by Objectives 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
From Current  
 
May 1997 to PRESENT Public Process Consultants (Sole Owner/ Manager) 

In May 1997, Sandy opened Public Process Consultants, which initially specialised in the management of 
public participation for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA’s), Strategic Environmental Impact 
Assessments (SEA’s) and Policy Development for Local, Provincial as well as National Government.  Public 
Process Consultants is a balanced team offering extensive experience in the design and management of 
Environmental Impact Assessments coupled with expertise in and sensitivity towards the biophysical 
environment as well as the need for social and economic development.  Public Process Consultants offer 
above average report writing and administration skills.  As the sole owner and Manager of Public Process 
Consultants, Sandy is responsible for the following with regards to Environmental Impact Assessments: 
 

• Client liaison, review of project description in order to determine relevant listed activities for Basic 
Assessment and/ or Environmental Impact Assessment as well as integrated applications (Waste 
License) 

• Review of relevant biodiversity planning frameworks, site review and identification of relevant 
specialist assessments for EIA 

• Develop a detailed project description in consultation with the client in order to determine and identify 
relevant listed activities requiring environmental authorisation. 

• Review of relevant legislation applicable to an Assessment 

• Develop terms of reference for specialist consultants and appointment of specialists  

• Compile Scoping and EIA Report as well as Basic Assessments, including public participation 

• Review of relevant specialist assessments 

• Review of EMPr 
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• Liaison and consultation with relevant competent authority for decision making 

• Plan, manage and coordinate public participation process for Environmental Assessments 
o Identify I&APS 
o Liaison with I&APs 
o Record keeping of all communication with I&APs 

 
May 2000 to June 2004  Sandy & Mazizi Consulting cc. (50% Owner/ Manager) 

In order to meet the requirements for Black Economic Empowerment Sandy Wren established Sandy and 
Mazizi Consulting with her former employee Mazizi Msutu.  This provided Mr Msutu with a 50% equal 
shareholding in the business.  The services formerly provided by Public Process Consultants continued to be 
provided by Sandy and Mazizi Consulting cc.  The main focus of the company was in the area of social 
involvement in the various stages of development with its majority expertise in public participation in EIA’s, 
SEA’s, and policy development processes.  During this period Sandy developed experience and expertise in 
the management of Environmental Impact Assessments.  The company was closed in 2004 for Mr Msutu to 
persue further business opportunities. 
 
 
April 1995 to March 1997 Regional Director, Idasa Eastern Cape 

As Regional Director of IDASA Sandy gained extensive experience in project management, co-ordination, 
training and facilitation of various interest groups, levels of government, community organisations, and other 
structures within civil society.  Sandy while at Idasa covered the following projects: 
 

• Facilitation of the establishment of non-racial local government structures in the Eastern Cape 

• Administrative co-ordination of the development of a regional economic development plan 

• Conference co-ordination  

• Voter Education Training and Co-ordination 

• Community Courts Conference co-ordination 

• Community facilitation for Local Government Structure Plans 

• Public Participation process design and management 

• Public participation for the Strategic and Environmental Impact Assessments (SEA) for the Coega 
IDZ and Ngqura Harbour as well as EMPr for the mining of Coega Kop Quarry 

• Public Participation for an Integrated Development Plan for Walmer/ Gqebera. 
 
January 1993 – April 1995 Regional Coordinator, Idasa Eastern Cape 
1994    Senior Coordinator, Idasa Eastern Cape 

In 1993 I was employed as Regional Coordinator by Idasa (Institute for Democracy in SA).  In 1994 I was 
appointed to the level of Senior Coordinator in the Eastern Cape Office, although my responsibility was that 
of acting Director.  My duties as a regional/ senior coordinator were: 
 

• Coordinate all projects, seminars, workshops, conferences and Township Tours 
o This entailed budgeting, liasing with hotels, guest speakers, flight bookings, programme 

development, media liaison and participant liaison. 

• Manage education and training sessions 

• Recruit, induct, train, supervise and coordinate staff activities 

• Prepare budget plans and activity plans for all projects undertaken 

• Edit and write monthly newsletter as well as brochure 
 
Areas of involvement: Local Government, Housing, Economic Development, Affirmative Action, Poverty 
Relief, Community Courts and Voter Education 
 
1991  Vehicle Sales, Avis Rent a Car 

Responsible for the sale of vehicles to trade and the public as they were retired as rental vehicles 
 
1992 Sales, Pierre’s Diamonds, St Thomas, US Virgin Islands, Caribbean 

Responsible for the design and sale of precious stones to passing trade. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER EXPERIENCE 
 
Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessments 
As the owner and lead EAP on Environmental Impact Assessments, Sandy has the following 
responsibilities for the project listed below: 
 

- Review project description in line with relevant EIA regulations to determine if Basic Assessment or 
Scoping and EIA is to be applied to an application. 

- Site visit and review of biodiversity planning frameworks, google earth imagery 
- Identify relevant specialist assessments to be undertaken as part of the EIA 
- Develop and manage the project budget and request quotations from specialists, for submission to 

client for approval 
- Liaise with all members of the project team, namely, decision making authority, organs of state, 

I&APs, project applicant, Town Planners, Project Engineers, Technical Team members (Architects, 
Irrigation Specialists, Planting Plan specialists) 

- Include an outline of the public participation process to be followed for assessment 
- Appoint all specialists 
- Manage and initiate the Scoping Process, draft Scoping Reports 
- Public Consultation 

o Identify I&APs 
o Newspaper Advertisements, site notice board 
o Information distribution to I&APs (CD’s, hard copies of reports, website, presentations where 

required) 
o Manage correspondence to and from I&APs 
o Datebase development and maintenance 
o Tracking and responding to issues raised 

- Identify legislation relevant to a project application 
- Review issues raised in order to determine if additional specialist studies may be required. 
- Identify and assess reasonable and feasible alternatives 
- Liaison with relevant organs of state (Local, Provincial and National) 
- Appointment of specialists, review of specialist assessments, synthesise recommendations into the 

EMPr, specialist studies include: 
o Aquatic 
o Vegetation 
o Archaeological 
o Palaeontological 
o Visual 
o Bulk Services (domestic water, effluent management, internal roads and stormwater 

management) 
o Traffic Assessment 
o Soil Suitability 
o Other as identified through the relevant assessment e.g. Security Risk Assessment 

- Compile Draft EIA and Final for submission to decision making authority 
- Notify I&APs of the appeal period 
- Responding to Appeals received, where appropriate 
 

• Service Station at Humerail, Port Elizabeth 

• Morton Bay, Humerail, Port Elizabeth, a multi-purpose commercial property development 

• Brookes Hill Caravan Park, Humewood Port Elizabeth 

• Quarter Mile Oval Racing Track, Schoenmakerskop Sports Centre (stock car racing track) 

• Expansion and upgrading of Smart Stone, Victoria Drive, Port Elizabeth 

• Construction of a Wedding Venue on the Sardinia Bay Road 

• Residential development of Arlington Race Course, Victoria Drive 

• Residential development of varying densities, Walmer Heights, Port Elizabeth 

• Proposed Amanzi Country Estate (Lifestyle and eco estate) consisting of a golf course, hotel, residential 

units (approx 900), equestrian facilities, cricket field and various heritage components 

• Proposed Coega Ridge Development consisting of low to high density housing as well as light industrial, 

commercial and retail facilities 

• Upgrade of Sewer Pump Station No 1 and construction of a new 1500 meter pipeline, Hankey 

• Winterhoek Park Ext, Uitenhage (residential development) 
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• Zeekoei River residential and mixed use development, Humansdorp 

• EIA for a new residential development at Goedemoedsfontein, Seaview, Port Elizabeth 

• EIA for a Residential and Mixed Use Development, Erf 325 Fairview Port Elizabeth 

• EIA for SA Breweries, Biogas Storage Facility, NMBM 

• EIA for a residential development, Willow Tree Country Estate, Sunlands 

• EIA for NiRoVe Paint Stripping, Perseverance, NMBM 

• EIA for the Weston Waste Water Treatment Works, Weston, Hankey 

• EIA for Landrost, clearing of agricultural land for Habata Boerdery 

• EIA for Portion 62 of 10, Little Chelsea, residential development 

• EIA for Riverbend Citrus, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Venter Fert, Composting and Fertiliser Processing Plant for Venter Boerdery 

• EIA for Intsomi Citrus, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Langbos Citrus, clearing of agricultural land 

• EIA for Scheepersvlakte Farms, clearing of agricultural land 

• EIA for Falcon Ridge, clearing of agricultural land, Habata Boerdery 

• EIA for Sylvania, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Ikamva Lethu, clearing of agricultural land for Ikamva Lethu PTY Ltd 

• EIA for Dunbrody, clearing of agricultural land for Unifrutti SA 

• EIA for Portion 15 of Farm 203, clearing of agricultural land, for Habata Boerdery 

 
Basic Assessments 
As the owner and lead EAP on Environmental Impact Assessments, Sandy has the following 
responsibilities for the project listed below: 
 

- Review project description in line with relevant EIA regulations to determine if Basic Assessment is 
to be applied to an application. 

- Site visit and review of biodiversity planning frameworks, google earth imagery 
- Identify relevant specialist assessments to be undertaken as part of the EIA 
- Develop and manage the  project budget and request quotations from specialists, for submission to 

client for approval 
- Liaise with all members of the project team, namely, decision making authority, organs of state, 

I&APs, project applicant, Town Planners, Project Engineers, Technical Team members (Architects, 
Irrigation Specialists, Planting Plan specialists) 

- Include an outline of the public participation process to be followed for assessment 
- Appoint all specialists 
- Manage and initiate the Assessment Process 
- Public Consultation 

o Identify I&APs 
o Newspaper Advertisements, site notice board 
o Information distribution to I&APs (CD’s, hard copies of reports, website, presentations where 

required) 
o Manage correspondence to and from I&APs 
o Database development and maintenance 
o Tracking and responding to issues raised 
o Site visit with I&APs and organs of state 

- Identify legislation relevant to a project application 
- Review issues raised in order to determine if additional specialist studies may be required. 
- Identify and assess reasonable and feasible alternatives 
- Liaison with relevant organs of state (Local, Provincial and National) 
- Appointment of specialists, review of specialist assessments, synthesise recommendations into the 

EMPr, specialist studies include: 
o Aquatic 
o Vegetation 
o Archaeological 
o Palaeontological 
o Visual 
o Bulk Services (domestic water, effluent management, internal roads and stormwater 

management) 
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o Traffic Assessment 
o Soil Suitability 
o Other as identified through the relevant assessment e.g. Security Risk Assessment 

- Compile and review Draft and Final Basic Assessment for submission to decision making authority 
- Notify I&APs of the appeal period 
- Responding to Appeals received, where appropriate 

 

• Residential Development, Erf 325 Theesecombe, Port Elizabeth 

• Installation of additional Nitrogen tanks at Umicore, Port Elizabeth 

• Borehole, water pipeline and power line, Glenconnor 

• Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, a Portion of Macon Road Lorraine 

• Above Ground Fuel Storage Facilities, Rocklands Factory, Uitenhage 

• Community Centre, Nomathamsanqua, Addo 

• Residential and mixed use development of Erf 1846, Perridgevale 

• Borehole, water pipeline and power line, Glenconnor 

• Installation of additional Nitrogen tanks at Umicore, Port Elizabeth 

• Theesecombe erf 325, new residential development 

• Theesecombe erf 722, new residential development 

• Theesecombe erf 2377, new residential development 

• the Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, a Portion of Macon Road Lorraine 

• Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, Summerstrand, NMBM 

• Installation of minor stormwater infrastructure, Cluster H, Kwanobuhle, Uitenhage, Cluster B, Kuyga, 

Cluster A, Wells Estate and Khayamnandi, installation of stormwater infrastrucutre. 

• Citrus Packhouse, Blinkwater, Fort Beauford 

• Above Ground Fuel Storage Facilities, Rocklands Factory, Uitenhage 

• Various Basic Assessments for the establishment of new Broiler House facilities for Rocklands Poultry 

(Loerie, Nooidgedacht, Kirkwood, Boshfontein, Accurate, Lakeside and Altona) 

• Residential Development, Arcadia, Humansdorp, Kouga Municipality 

• Residential Development, Weston, Hankey, Kouga Municipality 

• Photovoltaic Solar Energy Project, Graff Reinet 

• Installation of Water Supply, Glenconner 

• New Agricultural Development for Habata Boerdery,  

o Oliphantskop 

o Logan Braes 

o Falcon Ridge 

o Badlands (Portion 8, Portion 16 and Portion 17) 

• Establishment of a Technical High School, Jeffreys Bay, Kouga Municipality 

• Municipal Housing Development, Alicedale, Makana Local Municipality 

• Erf 3231 Fairview, new residential Development 

• New Agricultural development, Nooidgedacht Citrus 

• New Broiler House Facilities, Venter Boedery 

• New Agricultural Development, Luthando Farm 

• Farm Dam Expansion, Kuduskloof, Venter Boerdery 

• Ponders Packhouse Expansion, San Miguel Fruits SA 

• Stormwater Upgrade, Summerstrand for the NMBM 

 
Special Public Participation Experience 
Sandy has been responsible for the management of the public participation component for the 
Strategic and Environmental Impact Assessment listed below.  This has entailed primary responsibility 
for all components relating to the public participation process and co-authoring, where relevant, the 
applicable assessment, the has entailed. 
 

- Development of an appropriate public participation process, to include, where relevant community 
consultation, determine if public meetings are required 
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- Develop and manage the project budget for the PPP 
- Identification of an initial database of I&APs 
- Notification to I&APs through all stages of the assessment process, including distribution of hard 

copies of the reports, CD’s, uploading files to the project website 
- Site notice board and newspaper advertisements 
- Develop presentations to synthesise the findings of the PP input received for presentation to e.g. 

Coega ELC, NMBM and other state departments 
- Develop presentations to present the findings of an assessment process to I&APs 
- Responding to and tracking of issues raised by IA&Ps 
- Documenting and report writing for the public participation process 
- Identification of issues raised by I&APs which may require additional specialist assessment, inclusion 

in a specialist assessment and / or project amendment and bring these to the attention of the EAP 
 

• SEA for the Coega Industrial Development Zone and Harbour (1997) 

• EIA for the proposed IDZ and Harbour, East London 

• EIA EC Incinerators (Medical Waste Incinerator) 

• Closure and Rehabilitation of Ibhayi Waste Disposal Site 

• License Application for Arlington Waste Disposal Site 

• EIA Proposed Regional General and Hazardous Waste Processing Facility, Eastern Cape 

• EIA Identification of a new 400kV Powerline from Poseidon Substation to Grassridge Substation 

• EIA for the Rezoning of the Core Development Area, Coega IDZ 

• EIA for the Port of Ngqura 

• EMPR for the Mining of Coega Kop Quarry 

• SEA for the expansion of the Greater Addo Elephant National Park 

• EIA for the N2 Wild Coast Toll Road Project from East London to Durban 

• EIA for the proposed Pechiney Aluminium Smelter at the Coega IDZ 

• EIA for the proposed Madiba Bay Leisure Park 

• EIA for the proposed Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) to Power Project, Coega 

• EIA for the proposed extension of the Port of Ngqura. 

• Public Facilitation of the Addo, Wilderness and Tsitsikamma Management Plans for SANParks 

• Proposed establishment of a Marine Protected Area for Addo 

• EIA for the Mainstream Wind Energy Project Jeffreys Bay 

• EIA for the Ubuntu Wind Energy Project, Jeffreys Bay 

• EIA for the Banna ba Pifhu Wind Energy Project, Humansdorp 

• EIA for the Electrawinds Wind Energy Project, Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Marine Pipeline Servitude in the Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Bulk Liquid and Storage Handling Facility Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Ngura Manganese Terminal 

• Basic Assessment for Landside Infrastructure Port of Nqura 

• Public Participation for an Air Quality Management Plan for the Eastern Cape Province 

 
 

Amendment Applications 

• Residential Development, Erf 2686 Parsonsvlei 

• Residential Development, Erf 2687Parsonsvlei 

• Agni Steels SA, Steel Recycling Plant, Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• Erf 325 Fairview, Residential Development, Fairview Suburban Estates Company Ltd 
 
Section 24 G Applications 

• Portion 8 of Farm 203, expansion of an existing farm dam 

• Portion 23 of Farm 104 Swanepoels Kraal and the Remainder of Farm 650, Kirkwood, SRVM, clearing 
of vegetation  
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• EAPASA Registration Certificate: 
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APPENDIX G (vi): AUTHORITY CONTACT DETAILS 

 
THE DATABASE CONTAINING THE CONTACT DETAILS OF RELEVANT AUTHORITIES HAS BEEN SENT TO THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY 

DIRECTLY AND WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE PROTECTION OF 
PERSONAL INFORMATION ACT (ACT NO. 14 OF 2013) (POPIA)
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APPENDIX G (vii): PROOF OF NOTIFICATION TO LANDOWNER 

THE APPLICANT OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT IS THE LANDOWNER.  
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APPENDIX G (viii): DETAILS OF SPECIALISTS AND DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 

• AQUATIC BIODIVERSITY SPECIALIST 
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• TERRESTRIAL BIODIVERSITY SPECIALIST 
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• VISUAL SPECIALIST 
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• ENGINEERING SPECIALIST – Synthesis Power Solutions  
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APPENDIX G (Ix): SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

• SPECIALIST IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

As per GN R326 Appendix 1, 3. (1) (h) the assessment of impacts must include the alternatives to be assessed 

within the preferred site, including the option of not proceeding with the activity. The impact assessment 

methodology has been aligned with the requirements for Basic Assessment Reports, as stipulated in GN R326 

Appendix 1, 3. (1) of the 2014 EIA Regulations (as amended), which states the following: 

“A basic assessment report must contain the information that is necessary for the competent 

authority to consider and come to a decision on the application, and must include— 

(h) a full description of the process followed to reach the proposed preferred alternative within the site, 

including— 

(v) the impacts and risks identified for each alternative, including the nature, significance, consequence, 

extent, duration and probability of the impacts, including the degree to which these impacts— 

(aa) can be reversed; 

(bb) may cause irreplaceable loss of resources; and 

(cc) can be avoided, managed or mitigated; 

(vi) the methodology used in determining and ranking the nature, significance, consequences, extent, 

duration and probability of potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

alternatives; 

(vii) positive and negative impacts that the proposed activity and alternatives will have on the 

environment and on the community that may be affected focusing on the geographical, physical, 

biological, social, economic, heritage and cultural aspects; 

(viii) the possible mitigation measures that could be applied and level of residual risk; 

(ix) the outcome of the site selection matrix; 

(i) a full description of the process undertaken to identify, assess and rank the impacts the activity will impose 

on the preferred location through the life of the activity, including— 

(i) a description of all environmental issues and risks that were identified during the environmental impact 

assessment process; and 

(ii) an assessment of the significance of each issue and risk and an indication of the extent to which the 

issue and risk could be avoided or addressed by the adoption of mitigation measures;” 

 

As per Guideline Document 5: Assessment of Alternatives and Impacts, the following methodology is to be 

applied to the prediction and assessment of impacts and risks. Potential impacts should be rated in terms of 

the direct, indirect and cumulative. 

 

• Direct impacts are impacts that are caused directly by the activity and generally occur at the same time 

and at the place of the activity. These impacts are usually associated with the construction, operation or 

maintenance of an activity and are generally obvious and quantifiable. 

• Indirect impacts of an activity are indirect or induced changes that may occur as a result of the activity. 

These types of impacts include all the potential impacts that do not manifest immediately when the activity 

is undertaken or which occur at a different place as a result of the activity.  

• Cumulative impacts are impacts that result from the incremental impact of the proposed activity on a 

common resource when added to the impacts of other past, present or reasonably foreseeable future 

activities. Cumulative impacts can occur from the collective impacts of individual minor actions over a period 

of time and can include both direct and indirect impacts. 

• Spatial extent – The size of the area that will be affected by the impact/ risk 

o Site specific 

o Local (<2 km from site) 

o Regional (within 30 km of site) 

o National 

• Consequence/ Intensity –The anticipated severity of the impact/ risk 

o Extreme (extreme alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where environmental 

functions and processes are altered such that they permanently cease) 
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o High (severe alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes i.e. where environmental functions 

and processes are altered such that they temporarily or permanently cease) 

o Medium (notable alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes i.e. where the environment 

continues to function but in a modified manner)  

o Low (negligible alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes i.e. where no natural 

systems/environmental functions, patterns, or processes are affected) 

• Duration –The timeframe during which the impact/ risk will be experienced 

o Temporary (less than 1 year) 

o Short term (1 to 6 years) 

o Medium term (6 to 15 years) 

o Long term (the impact will cease after the operational life of the activity) 

o Permanent (mitigation will not occur in such a way or in such a time span that the impact can be 

considered transient) 

• Reversibility – The degree to which the potential impacts/ risks can be reversed 

o Reversible 

o Partially Reversible 

o Irreversible 

• Irreplaceable loss of Resources - The degree to which the impact/ risk may cause irreplaceable loss of 

resources 

o Replaceable 

o Partially Replaceable 

o Irreplaceable 

 

Using the criteria above, the impacts will further be assessed in terms of the following: 

• Probability –The probability of the impact/ risk occurring 

o Improbable (little or no chance of occurring) 

o Probable (<50% chance of occurring) 

o Highly probable (50 – 90% chance of occurring) 

o Definite (>90% chance of occurring) 

• Significance – Will the impact/ risk cause a notable alteration of the environment? 

o Low to very low (the impact/risk may result in minor alterations of the environment and can be easily 

avoided by implementing appropriate mitigation measures, and will not have an influence on 

decision-making) 

o Medium (the impact /risk will result in moderate alteration of the environment and can be reduced or 

avoided by implementing the appropriate mitigation measures, and will only have an influence on the 

decision-making if not mitigated). 

o High (the impact/risk will result in major alteration to the environment even with the implementation 

of the appropriate mitigation measures and will have an influence on decision-making) 

o Very high (the impact/impact will result in very major alteration to the environment even with the 

implementation on the appropriate mitigation measures and will have an influence on decision-

making i.e. the project cannot be authorised unless major changes to the engineering design are 

carried out to reduce the significance rating). 

• Status - Whether the impact/ risk on the overall environment will be positive, negative or neutral 

o “+” (positive - environment overall will benefit from the impact/risk). 

o “-“ (negative - environment overall will be adversely affected by the impact/risk). 

o “o” (neutral - environment overall will not be affected). 

• Confidence – The degree of confidence in predictions based on available information and specialist 

knowledge 

o Low 

o Medium 

o High 

 

Impacts, mitigatory measures and the monitoring of impacts will then be collated into the EMPr and these will 

include the following: 
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• Quantifiable standards for measuring and monitoring mitigatory measures and enhancements will be set. 

This will include a programme for monitoring and reviewing the recommendations to ensure their ongoing 

effectiveness. 

• Identifying negative impacts and prescribing mitigation measures to avoid or reduce negative impacts. 

Where no mitigatory measures are possible this will be stated. 

• Positive impacts will be identified, and mitigation measures will be identified to potentially enhance positive 

impacts where possible. 

 

Management Actions and Monitoring of the Impacts:  

• Where negative impacts are identified, mitigatory measures will be identified to avoid or reduce negative 

impacts.  Where no mitigatory measures are possible this will be stated. 

• Where positive impacts are identified, mitigatory measures will be identified to potentially enhance positive 

impacts. 

 

The table below is to be used by specialists for the rating of impacts: 

Table 1.1: Rating of impacts. 

Nature of the Impact 
This should include a description of the proposed impact to indicate if 

the impact is a direct, indirect or a cumulative impact. 

Extent Site specific, local, regional or national 

Duration Temporary, short term, medium term, long term or permanent 

Consequence /Intensity Extreme, High, medium or low 

Probability Improbable, probable, highly probable, definite 

Degree of Confidence Low, medium or High 

Reversibility Reversible, Partially Reversible, Irreversible 

Irreplaceable Loss of 

Resources 
Replaceable, Partially Replaceable, Irreplaceable 

Status and Significance 

(without mitigation) 

Low, medium or High indicating whether Positive (+), Negative (-) or Neutral 

(o) 

Mitigation 

Overview of mitigatory measures to mitigate potentially negative impacts or 

enhance potential positive impacts indicating how this mitigatory measure 

impacts on the significance of the impact 

Status and Significance 

(after mitigation) 

Low, medium or High indicating whether the status of the impact is Positive 

(+), Negative (-) or Neutral (o) 

 

• Other aspects to be taken into consideration in the assessment of impact significance are: 

• Impacts will be evaluated for the construction and operational phases of the project: 

o NOTE: No assessment of impacts during the decommissioning phase of the project is proposed.  The 

relevant guidelines and rehabilitation requirements applicable at that time will need to be applied. 

• Impacts will be evaluated with and without mitigation in order to determine the effectiveness of mitigation 

measures on reducing the significance of a particular impact; and 

• The impact evaluation will, where possible, take into consideration the cumulative effects associated with 

this and other projects which are either developed or in the process of being developed in the local area. 

 

The impact assessment will attempt to quantify the magnitude of potential impacts (direct and cumulative 

effects) and outline the rationale used. Where appropriate, National standards are to be used as a measure of 

the level of impact. 
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• ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT: RECOMMENDATION FOR THE 
EXEMPTION FOR A PHASE 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
UNDERTAKEN ON PORTION OF PORTION 6, 10 AND 40 OF FARM T’ZOETGENEUGD 
NO. 192, INCLUDING THE AREA THAT IS PROPOSED FOR THE PV DEVELOPMENT, 
SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY - DR JOHAN BINNEMAN 
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PROJECT INFORMATION  

Type of development  

The proposed development will include the construction and operation of six (6) breeder house 

facilities and associated infrastructure, measuring ~24ha, on a portion of Portion 6, 10 and 40 of the 

farm T’Zoetgeneugd 192 in the Sunday’s River Municipality of the Eastern Cape Province (Maps 1-

2).  

 

Applicant  

Die Boeram Venter Trust  

Consultant  

Public Process Consultants  

P.O. Box 27688  

Greenacres, 6057  

Phone 041 374 8426  

Fax 041 373 2002  

Contact person: Ms Sandy Wren 

Email: sand@publicprocess.co.za  

 

Purpose of the study  

The original proposal was to conduct a Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) of the 

proposed construction and operation of a poultry breeder house facility on a portion of Portion 6, 10 

and 40 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd 192 in the Sunday’s River Municipality of the Eastern Cape Province. 

In addition, in order to secure water supply for the proposed development it is proposed that an 

existing irrigation water dam, located immediately east and adjacent to the proposed poultry breeder 

facility footprint, with a current storage capacity of 19 600m3(13 370m2), be expanded by 58 648m3 

(15 225m2) to have a final development footprint of 39 035m2 (3.9ha) and a total capacity to store 

94 698m3 of irrigation water. Also, an existing dam, located in the far eastern portion of Portion 6, 

with a capacity to store 16 450m3 and a footprint measuring 10 140m2 (1.01ha), is proposed to be 

decommissioned. 

 The purpose for requesting the proposed survey was to establish;  

• the range and importance of possible exposed and in situ archaeological sites, features and 
materials,  

• the potential impact of the development on these resources and,  
• to make recommendations to minimize possible damage to these resources.  
 

Site and Location  

The proposed site for development is located within the 1:50 000 topographic reference map 3325DA 

Addo (Map 1). The property is situated on a portion of Portion 6, 10 and 40 of the farm T’Zoetgeneugd 

192 in the Sunday’s River Municipality of the Eastern Cape Province, ~4km south of the town of 

Addo, ~2km east of the R335 main road to Motherwell and about 200m(nearest point) from the 

Sunday’s River (Maps 1-2) (General GPS reading: 33.35.980S; 25.42.501E). The area earmarked 

for development is situated on a flat floodplain and has been modified by current and historical 

agricultural activities. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCOPING REPORT  

Assumptions and predictions  

After the proposed project information received from Public Process Consultants was evaluated and 

a Google Earth image investigation was completed, a decision was made to exempt the proposed 

development from a full Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment. The reason being that the 

entire site has already been modified by current and historical agricultural activities (Map 1). 

Furthermore, the results of several archaeological surveys in the immediate and wider region (for 

example Booth 2017 (1km from the site), Binneman and Reichert 2017 (3km northwest of the site) 

2016a (2km southeast of the site), 2016b (3km southeast of the site) and 2010 (5km east of the site) 

were also taken into account. The experiences and knowledge gained from these and other 

investigations in the wider region provided background information to make assumptions and 

predictions on the potential incidences and the significance of possible pre-colonial archaeological 

sites/ material which may be located in the area, or which may be covered by soil and vegetation.  

 

It is predicted that a few Middle Stone Age stone tools in secondary context, similar to those observed 

during other surveys in the area, may be exposed during the proposed construction of breeder house 

facilities and associated infrastructure. The development will take place near the Sunday’s River and 

there is a possibility that disturbed freshwater shell midden material may be exposed. There are no 

known graves or buildings older than 60 years on the site, but an informal burial ground was 

disturbed during the construction of a water channel ~1km west of the proposed development (Booth 

2017). However, it is not anticipated that similar remains will be exposed on the site earmarked for 

development. In general, the area proposed for development appears to be of low cultural sensitivity 

and it is unlikely that any archaeological remains of any significance will be found in situ or exposed 

during the development.  
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development of a leisure estate in the Sundays River Valley Area, Sundays River Municipality, 
Eastern Cape Province. Prepared for CEN Integrated Environmental Management Unit, Port 
Elizabeth. Eastern Cape Heritage Consultants. Jeffreys Bay.  

Booth, C. 2018. The rescue and reburial of burials from informal burial ground disturbed during 
construction work in preparation of citrus plantations on the farm Zoetgeneugd 192, near Addo, 
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Provincial Heritage Resources Agency. Department of Archaeology. Albany Museum. 
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DISCUSSION AND CONDITIONS  

The proposed construction and operation of a poultry breeder house facility on a portion of Portion 

6, 10 and 40 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd 192 and associated infrastructure, including the proposed dam 

expansion on ~24ha will take place within an already modified environment and it is unlikely that 

significant heritage remains will be exposed. However, the proposed development will take place 

near to the Sunday’s River in an area where one would expect to find freshwater shell middens. 

These are important archaeological sites and special care must be taken that these sites are not 

destroyed during development. Although it is unlikely that any significant archaeological heritage 

remains will be exposed during the development, there is always a possibility that human remains, 

and/ or other archaeological and historical material may be uncovered during the development. 

Should such material be exposed then work must cease in the immediate area of the finds and it 

must be reported to the archaeologist at the Albany Museum (Tel. 046 6222312) and/ or to the 

Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources Authority (Tel. 043 7450888) immediately, so that a 

systematic and professional investigation can be undertaken. All work must stop to allow an 

archaeologist to conduct a systematic and professional investigation. Sufficient time should be 

allowed to remove/ collect such material (See Appendix B for a list of possible archaeological sites 

that maybe found in the area).  

 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION  

It is recommended that the proposed construction and operation of a poultry breeder house facility 

and associated infrastructure on ~24ha of Portion 6, 10 and 40 of Farm T’Zoetgeneugd 192 in the 

Sunday’s River Valley Local Municipality of the Eastern Cape Province, is exempted from a full 

Phase 1 Archaeological Heritage Impact Assessment. The proposed area for development is of low 

cultural sensitivity and it is unlikely that any significant archaeological heritage remains will be 

exposed on the property. From an archaeological heritage perspective, he proposed development 

may proceed as planned. Note: This letter of recommendation only exempts the proposed 

development from a full Phase 1 Archaeological Heritage Impact Assessment, but not for other 

heritage impact assessments.  

 

It must also be clear that this letter of recommendation for exemption of a full Phase 1 Archaeological 

Heritage Impact Assessment will be assessed by the relevant heritage resources authority. The final 

decision rests with the heritage resources authority, which should give a permit or a formal letter of 

permission for the destruction of any cultural sites.  

 

The National Heritage Resources Act (Act No. 25 of 1999, section 35) (see Appendix A) requires a 

full Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) in order that all heritage resources, that is, all places or 

objects of aesthetics, architectural, historic, scientific, social, spiritual linguistic or technological value 

or significance are protected. Thus, any assessment should make provision for the protection of all 

these heritage components, including archaeology, shipwrecks, battlefields, graves, and structures 

older than 60 years, living heritage, historical settlements, landscapes, geological sites, 

palaeontological sites and objects.  

 

GENERAL REMARKS AND CONDITIONS  

It must be emphasized that this letter of recommendation for exemption of a full Phase 1 

Archaeological Heritage Impact Assessment is based on the visibility of archaeological sites/ 

material and may not therefore, reflect the true state of affairs. Sites and material may be covered 

by soil and vegetation and will only be located once this has been removed. In the event of such 
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finds being uncovered, (during any phase of construction work), it must be reported to the 

archaeologist at the Albany Museum (Tel. 046 6222312) or to the Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage 

Resources Authority (Tel. 043 7450888) immediately. The applicant must finance the costs should 

additional studies be required as outlined above. The onus is also on the applicant to ensure that 

this agreement is honoured in accordance with the National Heritage Act No. 25 of 1999. The 

consultant is responsible to forward this report to the relevant Heritage Authority for assessment, 

unless alternative arrangements have been made with the specialist to submit the report.  
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APPENDIX A: brief legislative requirements  

Parts of sections 35(4), 36(3) and 38(1) (8) of the National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 apply:  

Archaeology, palaeontology and meteorites  

35 (4) No person may, without a permit issued by the responsible heritage resources authority—  

(a) destroy, damage, excavate, alter, deface or otherwise disturb any archaeological or 

palaeontological site or any meteorite;  

(b) destroy, damage, excavate, remove from its original position, collect or own any archaeological 

or palaeontological material or object or any meteorite;  

(d) bring onto or use at an archaeological or palaeontological site any excavation equipment or any 

equipment which assist in the detection or recovery of metals or archaeological and 

palaeontological material or objects, or use such equipment for the recovery of meteorites.  

 

Burial grounds and graves  

36. (3) (a) No person may, without a permit issued by SAHRA or a provincial heritage resources 

authority—  

(a) destroy, damage, alter, exhume or remove from its original position or otherwise disturb the grave 

of a victim of conflict, or any burial ground or part thereof which contains such graves;  

(b) destroy, damage, alter, exhume, remove from its original position or otherwise disturb any grave 

or burial ground older than 60 years which is situated outside a formal cemetery administered 

by a local authority; or  

(c) bring onto or use at a burial ground or grave referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) any excavation 

equipment, or any equipment which assists in the detection or recovery of metals.  

 

Heritage resources management  

38. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (7), (8) and (9), any person who intends to undertake 

a development categorized as –  

(a) the construction of a road, wall, powerline, pipeline, canal or other similar form of linear 

development or barrier exceeding 300m in length;  

(b) the construction of a bridge or similar structure exceeding 50m in length;  

(c) any development or other activity which will change the character of the site –  

(i) exceeding 5000m2 in extent, or  

(ii) involving three or more erven or subdivisions thereof; or  

(iii) involving three or more erven or divisions thereof which have been consolidated within the 

past five years; or  

(iv) the costs of which will exceed a sum set in terms of regulations by SAHRA, or a provincial 

resources authority; 

(d) the re-zoning of a site exceeding 10 000m2 in extent; or  

(e) any other category of development provided for in regulations by SAHRA or a provincial heritage 

resources authority, must as the very earliest stages of initiating such a development, notify the 

responsible heritage resources authority and furnish it with details regarding the location, nature 

and extent of the proposed development.  
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APPENDIX B: IDENTIFICATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES AND MATERIAL 

FROM INLAND AREAS: guidelines and procedures for developers  

Human Skeletal material  

Human remains, whether the complete remains of an individual buried during the past, or scattered 

human remains resulting from disturbance of the grave, should be reported. In general human 

remains are buried in a flexed position on their side, but are also found buried in a sitting position 

with a flat stone capping. Developers are requested to be on alert for the possibility of uncovering 

such remains.  

 

Freshwater mussel middens  

Freshwater mussels are found in the muddy banks of rivers and streams and were collected by 

people in the past as a food resource. Freshwater mussel shell middens are accumulations of mussel 

shell and are usually found close to rivers and streams. These shell middens frequently contain stone 

tools, pottery, bone, and occasionally human remains. Shell middens may be of various sizes and 

depths, but an accumulation which exceeds 1 m2 in extent, should be reported to an archaeologist. 

  

Large stone cairns  

They come in different forms and sizes, but are easy to identify. The most common are roughly 

circular stone walls (mostly collapsed) and may represent stock enclosures, remains of wind breaks 

or cooking shelters. Others consist of large piles of stones of different sizes and heights and are 

known as isisivane. They are usually near river and mountain crossings. Their purpose and meaning 

is not fully understood, however, some are thought to represent burial cairns while others may have 

symbolic value.  

 

Stone artefacts  

These are difficult for the layman to identify. However, large accumulations of flaked stones which 

do not appear to have been distributed naturally should be reported. If the stone tools are associated 

with bone remains, development should be halted immediately and archaeologists notified.  

 

Fossil bone  

Fossil bones may be found embedded in geological deposits. Any concentrations of bones, whether 

fossilized or not, should be reported.  

 

Historical artefacts or features  

These are easy to identify and include foundations of buildings or other construction features and 

items from domestic and military activities. 
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Map 1. 1:50 000 Maps indicating the approximate location of the proposed development marked by the blue 

square. The red square marks the area where an informal burial ground was previously disturbed on the 

adjacent property. 
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Map 2. Aerial images indicating the location of the proposed development marked by the blue ovals. The red 

square marks the area where an informal burial ground was previously disturbed on the adjacent property. 
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• PALEONTOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT: RECOMMENDATION FOR THE 
EXEMPTION FOR A PHASE 1 PALEONTOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
UNDERTAKEN ON PORTION OF PORTION 6, 10 10 AND 40 OF FARM 
T’ZOETGENEUGD NO. 192, INCLUDING THE AREA THAT IS PROPOSED FOR THE PV 
DEVELOPMENT, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY - DR JOHN E. ALMOND 
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APPENDIX H: SCREENING TOOL REPORT 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

APPENDIX I: SITE SENSITIVITY VERIFICATION REPORT 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


