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F.1  COPY OF SITE NOTICE BOARDS 

F.1.1 Copy of English Site Notice 
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F.1.2 Copy of Afrikaans Site Notice 
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F.1.3 Copy of Afrikaans Site Notice 
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F.2 PROOF OF PLACEMENT OF SITE NOTICE BOARDS 

F.2.1 Site Notice Board Placement for the Proposed 
Project 

# Locality/ Description Co-ordinates 

1 

On the fence at the entrance to Remaining Extent of 
Grootvlei Farm No.584, along the D823 secondary road 
which is also a proposed access point to the Vhuvhili 
SEF. 

26°34'41.27"S; 29°14'17.40"E 

 

2 

On the fence at the entrance to farm Portion 13 of 

Vlakspruit Farm No. 292, along the D619 secondary 

road which is also a proposed access point to the 

Vhuvhili SEF. 

26°35'29.66"S; 29°16'2.01"E 
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# Locality/ Description Co-ordinates 

3 

On the fence along the D619 secondary road, 

approximately at the mid-point of the power line corridor 

for Alternative 3. 

26°36'9.27"S; 29°14'57.88"E 

 

4 

On the fence along the D823 secondary road, 

approximately at the mid-point of the power line corridor 

for Alternatives 1, 2 and 4. 

26°36'52.15"S; 29°13'52.09"E 

 

5 

On the fence along the D823 secondary road, 

approximately at the end-point of the power line corridor 

for Alternatives 1 and 3. 

26°37'10.34"S; 29°11'19.35"E 
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# Locality/ Description Co-ordinates 

 

6 

On the fence along the D823 secondary road, 

approximately at the end-point of the power line corridor 

for Alternatives 2 and 4. 

26°37'27.14"S; 29°11'5.14"E 

 

7 
Notice board inside the Secunda Public Library on 1 

Louwrens Muller St, Secunda. 

26°30'14.17"S; 29°11'5.05"E 
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# Locality/ Description Co-ordinates 

8 
Notice Board inside the Govan Mbeki Local Municipal 

Offices on Horwood Street, Secunda. 

26°30'16.84"S; 29°11'5.18"E 

 

9 

Notice board inside Secunda Central shopping mall on 

the Corner of Walter Sisulu Road and Oliver Tambo 

Drive, Secunda. 

26°30'20.65"S; 29°10'57.33"E 
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F.2.2 Placement of notice boards at the proposed site and public facilities in Secunda for the proposed 132 kV power line project.  
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F.3 PROOF OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT PLACED IN THE RIDGE TIMES 
NEWSPAPER, DATED 11 NOVEMBER 2022 

F.3.1 Content of the Newspaper Advertisement 
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F.3.2 Extract of the Advertisement in the Ridge Times, Dated 11 November 2022  
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F.4 PROOF OF EMAIL NOTIFICATION TO I&APS FOR THE 
RELEASE OF THE DRAFT BA REPORT FOR A 30-DAY 

COMMENTING PERIOD 

F.4.1 Email to I&APs to Notify Them of the Release of 
the Draft BA Report for a 30-day Commenting Period 
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F.4.2 Cover Letter 
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F.4.3 Executive Summary 

  



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

21 of 98 
 

 



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

22 of 98 
 

 



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

23 of 98 
 

 

F.4.4 Proof of Upload of the Draft BA Report to the 
EMS website 
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F.4.5 Proof of upload of the Draft BA Report to Google 
Drive 
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F.4.6 Proof of Email Notification Reminding I&APs of 
the Closure of the 30-Day Commenting Period on the 

Draft BA Report Ending 14 December 2022 
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F.5 PROOF OF SMS NOTIFICATION TO I&APS FOR THE 
RELEASE OF THE DRAFT BA REPORT FOR A 30-DAY 

COMMENTING PERIOD 

The following text message (SMS) was sent on 14 November 2020 to the contact details 

listed in the table below using a bulk SMS service.  

SMS text: 

Dear Stakeholder, the Draft BA Report for the proposed Vhuvhili EGI project near Secunda, 

Mpumalanga Province is now available for comment until 14 December 2022. Visit 

http://bit.ly/3TxrMCD or https://bit.ly/CSIR_EIA to access the report. To send queries or to 

opt out of future communication on this project, email ems@csir.co.za. Regards, CSIR EMS 

Team. (https://bit.ly/CSIR_privacy) 

 

Proof of SMS notifications: 

Date and Time Sent Cellphone number Date and Time Delivered Delivery Status 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722046224 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722046224 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722046224 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27844423646 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27844423646 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27844423646 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27833098159 2022-11-14 13:04:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27833098159 2022-11-14 13:04:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27833098159 2022-11-14 13:04:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27609731660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27609731660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27609731660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832905711 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832905711 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832905711 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834481915 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834481915 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834481915 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829230303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829230303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829230303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836327663 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836327663 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836327663 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836405296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836405296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836405296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825070378 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825070378 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825070378 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828759021 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828759021 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828759021 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27792678920 2022-11-14 13:18:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27792678920 2022-11-14 13:43:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27792678920 2022-11-14 13:33:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834173671 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834173671 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834173671 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27731957000 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27731957000 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27731957000 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664357642 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664357642 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664357642 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845806147 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845806147 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845806147 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27748900103 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27748900103 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27748900103 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836733948 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836733948 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836733948 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27812438188 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27812438188 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27812438188 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27780048995 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27780048995 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27780048995 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27814286729 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27814286729 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27814286729 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27835374420 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27835374420 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27835374420 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27798714047 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27798714047 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27798714047 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837900659 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837900659 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837900659 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827859725 2022-11-14 17:18:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827859725 2022-11-14 17:18:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827859725 2022-11-14 17:18:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842322902 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842322902 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842322902 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823366773 2022-11-16 05:39:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823366773 2022-11-16 05:39:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823366773 2022-11-16 05:39:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27787415862 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27787415862 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27787415862 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823275886 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823275886 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823275886 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834616660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834616660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27834616660 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842402264 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842402264 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27842402264 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27723922052 2022-11-14 19:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27723922052 2022-11-14 19:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27723922052 2022-11-14 19:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178114830 2022-11-14 20:15:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178114830 2022-11-15 03:31:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178114830 2022-11-15 10:46:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768038216 2022-11-14 13:24:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768038216 2022-11-14 13:24:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768038216 2022-11-14 13:24:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27718560576 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27718560576 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27718560576 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832997618 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832997618 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832997618 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781397429 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781397429 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781397429 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27176206000 2022-11-14 20:15:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27176206000 2022-11-15 03:31:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27176206000 2022-11-15 10:46:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832251878 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832251878 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27832251878 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825683156 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825683156 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825683156 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836596296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836596296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27836596296 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178017000 2022-11-14 20:15:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178017000 2022-11-15 10:46:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178017000 2022-11-15 03:31:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27848280270 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27848280270 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27848280270 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27726981669 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27726981669 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27726981669 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823183191 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823183191 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823183191 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781521022 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781521022 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27781521022 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27766412834 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27766412834 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27766412834 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829040736 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829040736 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829040736 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27716030909   Failed: blocked 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27716030909   Failed: blocked 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27716030909   Failed: blocked 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178192076 2022-11-14 20:15:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178192076 2022-11-15 03:31:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27178192076 2022-11-15 10:46:00.0 Failed 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27721249401 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27721249401 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27721249401 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27826977364 2022-11-14 15:07:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27826977364 2022-11-14 15:07:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27826977364 2022-11-14 15:07:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768705543 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768705543 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27768705543 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27636852093 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27636852093 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27636852093 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823749720 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823749720 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823749720 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27839864400 2022-11-14 17:05:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27839864400 2022-11-14 17:03:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27839864400 2022-11-14 17:09:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27732314893 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27732314893 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27732314893 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837957263 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837957263 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837957263 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823880082 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823880082 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823880082 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827743303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827743303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827743303 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27725387555 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27725387555 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27725387555 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27660351231 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27660351231 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27660351231 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829774552 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829774552 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829774552 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825665803 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825665803 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825665803 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27822686282 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27822686282 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27822686282 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722811751 2022-11-16 12:59:00.0 
Failed: message 
expired 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722811751 2022-11-16 12:59:00.0 
Failed: message 
expired 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27722811751 2022-11-16 12:59:00.0 
Failed: message 
expired 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824965295 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824965295 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824965295 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829029523 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829029523 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829029523 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827749635 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827749635 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27827749635 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27663040448 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27663040448 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27663040448 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829016327 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829016327 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27829016327 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845145254 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845145254 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27845145254 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825699178 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825699178 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27825699178 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911582 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911582 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911582 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911579 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911579 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824911579 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837560072 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837560072 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27837560072 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27762781796 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27762781796 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27762781796 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828079278 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828079278 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27828079278 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823376166 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823376166 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27823376166 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664361425 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664361425 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27664361425 2022-11-14 13:00:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824501433 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824501433 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27824501433 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27612262668 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27612262668 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27612262668 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27630096761 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27630096761 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 

2022-11-14 12:59:21.0 27630096761 2022-11-14 12:59:00.0 Delivered to phone 
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F.6 PROOF OF DRAFT BA REPORT HARD-COPY 
DELIVERIES 

F.6.1 Delivery to Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 

Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA) 
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F.6.2 Delivery to Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA) 

 

 

  



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

37 of 98 
 

 

F.6.3 Delivery to Govan Mbeki Local Municipality 
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F.6.4 Delivery to Secunda Public Library 
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F.6.5 Delivery to Gert Sibande District Municipality 

Please note: DHL reported telephonically to the EAP that delivery to Gert Sibande District 

Municipality on 17 November 2022 failed. Delivery was re-attempted and succeeded on 21 

November 2022, as per the below proof. 
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F.7 COPIES OF COMMENTS RECEIVED FOLLOWING THE 
RELEASE OF THE DRAFT BA REPORT 

F.7.1 COMMENTS FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIY 

F.7.1.i  Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA) 
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F.7.2 COMMENTS FROM COMMENTING AUTHORITIES 
AND ORGANS OF STATE 

F.7.2.i  Comments from Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) 
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F.7.2.ii Comments from the South African Heritage Resources Agency: 
Interim Comment 

 



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

49 of 98 
 



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

50 of 98 
 

  



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting 

Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

51 of 98 
 

F.7.2.iii Comments from the South African Heritage Resources Agency: 
Final Comment 
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F.7.2.iv Comments from the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment (DFFE): Biodiversity Mainstreaming & EIA 
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F.7.2.v Comments from Eskom 
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F.7.3 COMMENTS FROM OTHER INTERESTED AND 
AFFECTED PARTIES 

F.7.3.i  Falcon Oil and Gas 
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F.7.3.ii AgriSA 
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F.8 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES REPORT 

F.8.1 COMMENTS FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIY  

F.8.1.i  The Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA) 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

25 November 2022 

Email 

Mpumalanga Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 

and Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA): Environmental Impact 

Management, Gert Sibande District 

 

Ms. Whitney Tshimbana 

 

Good day, 

Find attached for your attention. 

Kind regards, 

Whitney Tshimbana 

CSIR: The letter of acknowledgement of the Draft Basic 

Assessment Report is received with thanks. Responses to the 

content of the letter follows below. 

25 November 2022 

Letter 

Mpumalanga Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 

and Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA): Environmental Impact 

Management, Gert Sibande District 

 

Ms. SB Mbuyane 

 

Enquiries: Okwethu-kuhle Fakude / Whitney Tshimbana 

Telephone: (017) 811 4830 

Reference: 1/3/1/16/1 G-272 

NEAS No.: MPP/EIA/0001128/2022 

 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A 132 KV OVERHEAD 

POWER LINE AND SUPPORTING INFRASTUCTURE FOR 

THE PROPOSED VHUVHILI SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC 

ENERGY (SEF) ON PORTION 20 OF THE FARM GROOTVLEI 

293 IS, REMAINING EXTEN OF THE FARM GROOTVLEI 584 

CSIR: The acknowledgement of the Draft Basic Assessment 

Report is noted with thanks. The CSIR notes the reference number 

to be quoted in future correspondence to the assigned case officer. 

The requirement for submission of the Final Basic Assessment 

Report (inclusive specialists’ reports and an EMPr) which reflects 

and incorporates the comments received during a 30-day 

commenting period is noted. The Draft Basic Assessment (BA) 

Report was made available for public comment to Interested and 

Affected Parties (I&APs), Stakeholders and Organs of State for a 

30-day period extending from 14 November 2022 to 14 December 

2022. Email notifications and SMS notifications were sent to I&APs 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

IS, REMAINING EXTENT OF THE FARM VLAKSPRUIT 292 IS, 

PORTIONS 2, 3, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18 AND 19 OF THE FARM 

VLAKSPRUIT 292, REMAINING EXTENT OF THE FARM 

KNOPPIES 314 IS, PORTION 3 OF THE FARM BRANDWACHT 

316 IS, PORTIONS 6, 10 11 AND 13 OF THE FARM 

BOSJESSPRUIT 291 IS AND PORTIONS 2 AND 12 OF THE 

FARM TONDERSHOEK 317 IS, SECUNDA, GOVAN MBEKI 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITY. 

The Department confirms having received the application form 

and draft Basic Asssessment Report for Environmental 

Authorisation for the above mentioned project on 17 November 

2022. 

The application has been assigned a reference number 

1/3/1/16/1G-272. Kindly quote this reference number in any 

future correspondence in respect of the application. The 

responsible officer is Whitney Tshimbana and all correspendence 

must be directed to the Environmental Impact Management, Gert 

Sibande District Officer, marked for the attention of the 

responsible officer.  

Please note that you must, within 90 days from 17 November 

2022, submit to this office a Final Basic Assessment Report- 

inclusive of specialist reports and an EMPr- which has already 

been subjected to a public participation process, and was 

provided to interested and affected parties for a period of 30 days 

for comment, and which reflects the incorporation of any 

comments received, including any comments from this office. In 

this regard you are referred to the requirements of Regulation 

40(3). 

registered on the I&AP database (see Appendix F.4 and F.5 for 

proofs of notifications). A Newspaper advert was placed in one 

local newspaper, i.e. the Ridge Times, dated 11 November 2022 

informing potential I&APs of the release of the Draft Basic 

Assessment Report and of the opportunity to register as an I&AP 

and comment on the proposed development. Hard copies of the 

draft report were also couriered to: 

• Mpumalanga DARDLEA; 

• Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency; 

• Gert Sibande District Municipality; 

• Govan Mbeki Local Municipality; and 

• Secunda Library where it was available for public viewing 
during the 30-day PP period. 

This Comments and Responses report provides the comments 

received during the 30-day commenting period, and the comments 

have been incorporated into the Final Basic Assessment report 

where necessary.   

The proposed development will not commence prior to the 

issuance of an Environmental Authorisation from the DARDLEA. 

We thank you for your comments and contribution to the 

sustainability of the proposed development. 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

Please note that in terms of the provisions of Regulation 45, this 

application will lapse, and this office will deem the application to 

have lapsed, if the applicant fails to submit the Final Basic 

Assessment Report within the timeframe specified above. 

Please draw the applicant’s attention to the fact that the activity 

may not commence prioir to an environmental authorisation being 

granted by the Department. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms. SB Mbuyane 

13 December 2022 

Email 

Mpumalanga Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 

and Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA): Environmental Impact 

Management, Gert Sibande District 

 

Ms. Whitney Tshimbana 

 

Good day, 

Find attached for your attention. 

Kind regards, 

Whitney Tshimbana 

CSIR: The attached comment is received with thanks. Responses 

to the content of the letter follows below. 

13 December 2022 

Letter 

Mpumalanga Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 

and Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA): Environmental Impact 

Management, Gert Sibande District 

 

Enquiries: Okwethu-kuhle Fakude / Whitney Tshimbana 

Telephone: (017) 811 4830 

Reference: 1/3/1/16/1 G-272 

NEAS No.: MPP/EIA/0001128/2022 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A 132 KV OVERHEAD 

POWER LINE AND SUPPORTING INFRASTUCTURE FOR 

THE PROPOSED VHUVHILI SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC 

CSIR: The Department’s comment on the Draft BA Report is 

received with thanks. 

A hard copy of the Draft BA report was couriered to MTPA at the 

commencement of the 30-day commenting period extending from 

14 November 2022 to 14 December 2022. The MTPA provided 

comment on the draft report on 12 December 2022. The MTPA’s 

comment is addressed hereafter.  
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

Ms. SB Mbuyane 

 

ENERGY (SEF) ON PORTION 20 OF THE FARM GROOTVLEI 

293 IS, REMAINING EXTEN OF THE FARM GROOTVLEI 584 

IS, REMAINING EXTENT OF THE FARM VLAKSPRUIT 292 IS, 

PORTIONS 2, 3, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18 AND 19 OF THE FARM 

VLAKSPRUIT 292, REMAINING EXTENT OF THE FARM 

KNOPPIES 314 IS, PORTION 3 OF THE FARM BRANDWACHT 

316 IS, PORTIONS 6, 10 11 AND 13 OF THE FARM 

BOSJESSPRUIT 291 IS AND PORTIONS 2 AND 12 OF THE 

FARM TONDERSHOEK 317 IS, SECUNDA, GOVAN MBEKI 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITY. 

The draft basic assessment report which was submitted by you 

in respect of the abovementioned application and received by the 

Department on 17 November 2022 refers. 

After careful consideration of the information contained, the 

following must be attended to and included in the final basic 

assessmen report (BAR): 

1. In accordinace with Chapter 6 of the EIA Regulations, 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) must have 
been provided written notice of the application and must be 
provided with a period of at least 30 days to submit 
comments on all reports (where such period is applicable 
after the submission of an application form as per the 
requirement of Regulation 40(3)). 

However, in their comment, MPTA “does not object to this 

proposal”, but provided four points of comment. It should be noted 

that none of the MPTA’s four commenting points raised any 

concern about the proposed power line route spanning Critical 

Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) or Ecological Support Areas (ESAs). 

It can be noted that the potential impacts of the proposed grid 

routing alternatives on the mapped CBA and ESA areas were 

assessed by the Aquatic specialists and the Terrestrial Biodiversity 

specialists. Following fieldwork, both specialist teams concluded 

that the site location is acceptable in terms of the specialists’ 

sensitivity findings due to existing disturbance of the landscape. 

The specialists delineated and mapped their ground-truthed 

aquatic ESA features and recommended that the following buffer 

zones for the wetlands be applied: 

• Seepage with Artificial Characteristics historical trenches – 
42 m 

• Valley Bottom Wetlands – 79m 

• Seepage Wetland – 61 m 

• Seepage Wetland – 31 m 

• Valley Bottom Wetlands – 79m 

• Valley Bottom Wetlands – 61m 

• Seepage Wetland – 37 m 

• Dammed section of Floodplain Wetland – 37 m 

These features and corresponding buffers are delineated in the 

integrated sensitivity mapping in Section D of the Draft and Final 

BA Report as well as the EMPr. Pylon positioning and associated 

infrastructure will avoid these sensitive features and respective 

buffers by aerial spanning across the features or micro-siting within 

the approved corridor where feasible. This requirement is provided 

in the Draft and Final BA Report and has been translated into the 

2. MTPA’s comments on this application are particularly critical 
given that Portion 20 of the FARM Grootvlei 293 IS fall within 
Irreplaceable Critical Biodiversity Areas, Portion 12 of the 
farm Tonderhoek 317 IS and remaining extent of the farm 
Grootvlei 584 IS fall within Optimal Critical Biodiversity Areas 
and Portion 2 of the farm Tonderhoek 317 IS falls within 
Ecological Support Areas that is a Landscape corridor 
according to the Mpumalanaga Biodiversity Section Plan: 
ARC GIS Viewer. 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

EMPr for implementation on site during the pre-construction 

detailed engineering design phase and the construction phase. 

The Aquatic and Terrestrial Biodiversity specialists provided 

further mitigation measures to protect and minimise potential 

impacts on sensitive landscapes (CBAs and ESAs) as contained 

in their specialists reports and translated into the BA Report and 

EMPr for on-site implementation. With the implementation of the 

recommended mitigation measures, the potential impact of the 

proposed project was rated as low to very low in terms of aquatic 

biodiversity and terrestrial biodiversity. 

3. The final BAR must contain possible risks and external 
contingencies relevant to the proposed activities, identifying 
and determining those that pose risks or threats to the 
environment and human health. 

CSIR: Section D of the Final BAR contains the “Assessment of 

Environmental Risks and Impacts” as informed by the appointed 

specialists. The specialists recommended mitigation measures 

suitable to minimise each potential risk and potential impact which 

the proposed project might impose on the receiving environment. 

These mitigation measures are contained in the specialists’ 

reports, the BA report and are translated into the EMPr for 

implementation on site by the Project Applicant and any persons 

or entities contracted by the Applicant during the life-cycle of the 

proposed project (pre-construction, construction, operational and 

decomissioning phases).  

It should be noted that no fatal flaws in terms of direct negative 

impacts and cumulative negative impacts were identified for any of 

the proposed power line routing alternatives, and all of the 

specialists have recommended that the proposed project receives 

EA in terms of the 2014 EIA Regulations promulgated under 

NEMA (Act 107 of 1998), provided that the recommended 

mitigation measures are implemented. 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

4. The final layout that will be included on the final BAR must 
clearly indicate that infrastrtcure will be repositioned to 
habitats of low sensitvity and pylons are positioned to avoid 
wetland and buffer zones. 

CSIR: The BA process undertaken for the proposed development, 

including 9 specialist studies, assessed four power line routing 

alternatives with a 200 m wide assessed corridor (100 m on either 

side of the centreline). The senstivities delineated by the 

specialists team was subjected to integrated sensivity mapping. 

The integrated sensivity mapping (see Section D.2 of the Final BA 

Report) delineates the habitats and features of high, medium and 

low sensivity. As detailed in Section D.2 of the Final BA Report, 

the Project Applicant must ensure that pylon and associated 

infrastructure avoid the features of high and medium sensivity, as 

well as their respective buffers, identified by the specialists. 

Section D.2 provides the mapping and coordinates of sensitive 

features that must be avoided either through (1) placing the pylons 

on either side of sensitive features and aerial crossing the power 

line over the sensitive features; OR (2) or micro-siting the power 

line outside of sensitive features within the approved corridor 

(should the project receive EA). These requirements have been 

translated into the EMPr (Appendix G of this Final BA Report) for 

implementation on site during the pre-construction detailed 

engineering phase (subsequent to the issuing of EA, should such 

authorisation be granted for the proposed power line project)  

5. All mitigation measures recommended by the various 
specialists studies/assessments for the identified impacts 
must be incoprated on the Environmental Management 
Programme (EMPr) 

CSIR: It is confirmed that all mitigation measures for the identied 

potential impacts contained in the specialists’ reports (Appendix D 

of the Final BA Report) have been incorporated in to the EMPr for 

implementation on site during the project life cycle (should EA be 

issued by the Department). 

6. The final BAR must provide proof that all potential and 
registered I&AP’s, including the Organs of State, were 
provided with access to and an opportunity to comment on 
the draft BAR following submission of the application form 
(Regulation 40(3)). 

CSIR: In accordance with the Regulations 40 through 44 of the 

NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), the Draft BA Report 

was subjected to a 30-day public participation process extending 

from 14 November 2022 to 14 December 2022. Email notifications 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

and SMS notifications were sent to I&APs, Stakeholders and 

Organs of State registered on the I&AP database (see Appendix 

F.4 and F.5 for proofs of notifications). A Newspaper advert was 

placed in one local newspaper, i.e. the Ridge Times, dated 11 

November 2022 informing potential I&APs of the release of the 

Draft Basic Assessment Report and of the opportunity to register 

as an I&AP and comment on the proposed development. Hard 

copies of the draft report were also couriered to: 

• Mpumalanga DARDLEA; 

• Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency; 

• Gert Sibande District Municipality; 

• Govan Mbeki Local Municipality; and 

• Secunda Library where it was available for public viewing 
during the 30-day PP period. 

 

7. The final BAR must include an issues and response report, 
as well as copies of and responses to comments received 
from all I&AP, including these comments. 

CSIR: This Comments and Responses report is included as 

Appendix F.8 of the Final BA report. This report provides the 

comments received during the 30-day commenting period, and the 

comments have been incorporated into the Final BA report where 

necessary.  Copies of comments received following the release of 

the Draft BA Report are included as Appendix F.7 of this Final BA 

Report. 

You are reminded of the requirements of Regulation 19(1), and 

that if such requirement is not met, the application will lapse in 

terms of the provisions of Regulation 45. 

Please draw the applicant’s attention to the fact that the activity 

may not commence prior to an environmental authorisation being 

CSIR: The requirements of Regulation 19(1) as it pertains to the 

submission of a Final BA Report within 90 days of receipt (17 

November 2022) of the application to the competent authority is 

noted. It is further required and confirmed that the Final BA Report 

(inclusive specialists reports and an EMPr), which is hereby 

submitted to the Mpumalanaga DARDLEA reflects the 

incoporation of comments received during a 30-day public 

participation period extending from 14 November 2022 to 14 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

granted by the Department and do not hestitate to contact this 

office if there are any enquiries. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms. S.B. Mbuyane  

 

December 2022. The submission of this Final BA Report complies 

with the Regulation 19(1)  requirement to submit the report within 

90-days of submission of the application.  

The proposed development will not commence prior to the 

issuance of an Environmental Authorisation from the Mpumalanga 

DARDLEA. 

We thank you for your comments and contribution to the 

sustainability of the proposed development. 
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F.8.2 COMMENTS FROM COMMENTING AUTHORITIES AND ORGANS OF STATE 

F.8.2.i  Comments From Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

12 December 2022 

Email 

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 

Agency (MTPA) Enquiries: Mr. Frans 

Krige  

 

Reference: LUA 22/3285 

Good day Ms. Levendal and Mr. Adonis  

Please find the two attached MTPA's comments on the draft bar 

for an Overhead power line and the draft EIARR for Vhuvhili solar 

photovoltaic facility. 

 Reference:          LUA 22/3285 

                                LUA 22/3286 

Warm regards  

Nokwazi Ngobeni 

CSIR: MTPA’s attached comments is received with thanks. 

Responses to the content of the letter follows below. 

Received: 12 December 2022 

Signed: 9 December 2022 

Letter 

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 

Agency (MTPA) Enquiries: Mr. Frans 

Krige  

Letter signed by Mr. M.H. Vilakazi  

(Acting Chief Executive Officer) 

 

Reference: LUA 22/3285 

Unit: LUA/SS 

 

SUBJECT: THE MTPA COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BASIC 

ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT OF A 132 KV OVERHEAD POWER LINE AND 

SUPPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE PROPOSED 

VHUVHILI SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY FACILITY NEAR 

SECUNDA IN MPUMALANGA PROVINCE. 

Your correspondence with reference “Vhuvhili Power Line BA” of 

November 2022 refer. 

Please register the project with DARDLEA to obtain a reference 

number. 

The MTPA does not object to this proposal but has the following 

comments: 

CSIR: The comments from MTPA are noted with thanks. The 

Vhuvhili Power Line BA project has been registered with 

DARDLEA. DARDLEA assigned the NEAS Reference Number: 

MPP/EIA/0001128/2022 to the project following receipt of the 

Application Form and Draft BA Report for comment from the CSIR 

on 17 November 2022.  

It is noted that MTPA does not object to the proposed project. The 

concerns and responses thereto are provided below. 
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Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

• The preferred alternative 1 route is supported, with the 
understanding that the wetland crossings will be developed 
in a responsible way. The Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EIA) regulations should be adhered to where structures 
such as power line pillars or bridges for service roads with 
these wetlands will affect the natural water flow and 
vegetation. The necessary water management features to 
avoid erosion and siltation must be designed and 
implemented. 

CSIR: MTPA’s support for the preferred alternative 1 route is 

noted. As detailed in Section D of the Draft and Final BA Report 

and translated into the EMPr requirements and mitigation 

measures are provided for the Project Applicant to ensure that 

wetland crossings are undertaken with due responsibility. Among 

the measures contained in the BA Report and EMPr is avoidance 

of sensitive aquatic features either through (1) placing the pylons 

on either side of sensitive features and aerial crossing the power 

line over the sensitive features; or (2) micro-siting the power line 

outside of sensitive features within the approved corridor (should 

the project receive EA). Section D.2 provides the mapping and 

coordinates of sensitive features that must be avoided. In addition, 

mitigation measures for the control of eroision and siltation are 

provided in the EMPr. These requirements have been translated 

into the EMPr (Appendix G of this Final BA Report) for 

implementation on site during the pre-construction detailed 

engineering phase, construction, operational and decomssioning 

phases of the project (should EA be granted for the proposed 

power line project)  

• The MTPA is concerned African bullfrogs, Pyxicephalus 
adspersus. If present, mitigation methods for the movement 
of bullfrogs should be implemented. If any Bullfrogs are 
encountered during or before construction commences the 
MTPA herpetologist Dr Botha must be Informed. 

 

CSIR: This comment is noted. The Environmental Site Officer and 

ECO will be instructed to record any African bullfrogs, 

Pyxicephalus adspersus.  encountered on site during or before 

construction commences and will be instructed to contact the 

herpetologist at the MTPA (Dr Botha or the herpetologist employed 

at the MTPA at the time) to identify suitable relocation measures, 

as applicable. 

In addition, the construction staff will also be made aware of the 

presence of fauna within the proposed project area and will be 

instructed not to kill or injure fauna encountered on site. 
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These requirements are contained in Section 7.4 and Section 7.5 

of the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA Report) for 

implementation on site. 

• The mitigation for the prevention of collisions with large birds 
such as the African Grass Owl, Tyto capensis, must be 
implemented. Other mitigation methods prescribed by the 
avifaunal specialists must be adhered to. 

CSIR: This comment is noted.  

The Avifaunal specialists recommended that the entire power line 

be fitted with Bird Flight Diverters (BFDs) according to the 

applicable Eskom Engineering Instruction (Eskom Unique 

Identifier 240 – 93563150: The utilisation of Bird Flight Diverters 

on Eskom Overhead Lines). The BFDs will mitigate the collision 

mortality of power line sensitive bird species. 

Section D.7.6 of the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA Report) 

includes further mitigation measures proposed by the Avifaunal 

specialist that must be adhered to during construction, operational 

and decommissioning phases of the project.  

These include the following: 

Construction phase: 

• A site-specific CEMPr must be implemented, which gives 
appropriate and detailed description of how construction 
activities must be conducted. All contractors are to adhere to 
the CEMPr and should apply good environmental practice 
during construction. The CEMPr must specifically include the 
following:  
o Activity should be restricted to a working corridor as close 

as possible to the footprint of the infrastructure. 
o Vegetation clearance should be limited to what is 

absolutely necessary.  
o Driving restricted to authorised roads; 
o Measures to control noise and dust should be applied 

according to current best practice in the industry. 
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o Maximum use should be made of existing access roads 
and the construction of new roads should be kept to a 
minimum as far as practical. 

o Access to the rest of the property must be restricted.  
o Strict application of all recommendations in the 

biodiversity specialist report pertaining to the limitation of 
the footprint. 

• Entire power line to be fitted with Eskom approved Bird Flight 
Diverters (BFDs).  

 

Operational Phase: 

• Appointment of rehabilitation specialist to develop a Habitat 
Restoration Plan (HRP) and ensure that it is approved. 

• Monitor rehabilitation yearly via site audits and site inspections 
to ensure compliance.  Record and report any non-compliance. 

• Implement adaptive management to ensure HRP goals are 
met. 

• Ensure that BFDs are maintained throughout the operational 
phase.  

 

Decommissioning Phase: 

• A site-specific Decommissioning EMPr (DEMPr) must be 
implemented, which gives appropriate and detailed description 
of how decommissioning activities must be conducted. All 
contractors are to adhere to the DEMPr and should apply good 
environmental practice during decommissioning. 

 

 

• Plant specialists should indicate the position of Conservation 
important plants on site. Wherever some of these plants 
should be rescued, an application for a permit should be 
submitted. 

 

CSIR: The comment is noted with thanks. 

As noted in the Terrestrial Biodiversity specialist report (Appendix 

D.4 of the BA Report) and in Section B.3.6 of the BA Report, none 

of the plant Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) highlighted 
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Please do not hesitate to contact this office if there are any 

enquiries. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr. M.H. Vilakazi 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

by the screening tool were recorded on site during the field 

surveys. With reference to the Mpumalanga protected plant 

species (Schedule 11) and the Mpumalanga Red list (Lötter 2015), 

none of the SCCs (according to the SCC definition of SANBI) listed 

for the region were recorded on the Vhuvhili power line site. No 

threatened or protected species (ToPS listed) under the National 

Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (Act No. 10 of 2004) 

is listed for the Vhuvhili gridline site, and none were found at the 

site. Therefore, given the absence of plant SCC on the proposed 

power line corridor the plant specialist (terrestrial biodiversity) 

cannot and did not indicate the position of such species. 

Nonetheless, the EMPr does make provision that in the highly 

unlikely event that plant SCC are encountered on site, plant rescue 

should be undertaken after obtaining the necessary permits.  

We thank you for your comments and contribution to the 

sustainability of the proposed development. 
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14 December 2022 

Letter 

South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) 

Ms. Natasha Higgit 

 

Interim Comment 

In terms of Section 38(3), 38(8) of the National Heritage 

Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) 

Attention: Vhuvhili Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 

The Project Applicant is proposing the construction of a 132 kV 

overhead transmission power line and associated EGI to feed the 

electricity generated by the proposed Vhuvhili SEF to the 

switching station at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF. The 

electricity will be transferred from the proposed on-site substation 

at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF via a 132 kV power line which 

extends approximately 12 km in length to the proposed switching 

station at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF. 

CSIR has been appointed by Vhuvhili Solar RF (Pty) Ltd conduct 

an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the proposed 

132kV overhead powerline and associated infrastructure and 

associated electrical grid infrastructure to support the Vhuvhili 

Solar Energy Facility near Secunda, Mpumalanga Province. 

A draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) has been submitted in 

terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(NEMA) and the 2017 NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations. The proposed development will include the 

construction of a 132kV overhead powerline up to 12 km long 

(four alternative routes) with a 32 m servitude and service roads. 

Prof Marion Bamford, ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd and Beyond 

Heritage have been appointed to provide heritage specialist input 

CSIR: SAHRA’s Interim Comment was noted with thanks and sent 

to the Heritage Specialists team for specialist input. The Heritage 

Specialists, Dr Jayson Orton and Jaco van der Walt (Archaeology 

and Cultural Heritage Specialists), and Prof. Marion Bamford 

(Palaeontological Heritage Specialist) compiled a response to 

SAHRA’s Interim Comment which is provided below this table.  

Following the submission of the Heritage Specialists’ response to 

Natasha Higgit (SAHRA) on 15 December 2022, a Final Comment 

for the proposed project was issued on 24 January 2023 which 

follows in the table below. 
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as required by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(8) of 

the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA). 

Bamford, M. 2022. Palaeontological Impact Assessment: 

Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and 

Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure to support the Proposed 

Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda, 

Mpumalanga Province 

The proposed development is underlain by the Vryheid Formation 

that may contain fossils of the Glossopteris flora. No site visit was 

undertaken. 

Recommendations provided in the report include the following: 

• A Fossil Chance Finds Protocol is to be implemented; 

• When the final grid connection route has been determined 
based on other specialist inputs, and excavations for pole 
foundations have commenced, and only if fossils are found, 
then the Vhuvhili substation site grid route should be visited 
by a palaeontologist and any fossils found should be 
removed. 

Orton, J and Van der Walt, J. 2022. Heritage Impact Assessment: 

Basic Assessment for a Proposed 132 kV Overhead Power Line 

and Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure to support the 

Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Energy Facility near Secunda, 

Mpumalanga 

No specific site visit was conducted for the proposed powerline 

route. Data from previous surveys of adjacent development areas 

and satellite imagery was used. A total of five (5) heritage 

resources are located in the development footprint. These include 
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one stone feature and historical ruins of low heritage significance 

and two burial grounds of high heritage significance. 

Recommendations provided in the report include the following: 

• The graves in the Alternative 3 (waypoint 179) and Alternative 
4 (waypoint 182) corridors must be avoided and protected if 
either of these corridors are used. The powerline and 
associated service track must be located at least 50 m from 
the graves; 

• If Alternatives 3 or 4 are used, before construction starts, the 
relevant graveyard must be fenced with a farm-style wire 
fence with a pedestrian gate to facilitate public access. The 
fence must be places a minimum of 5 m away from all graves; 

• A pre-construction survey of the final alignment must be 
carried out once the design is completed as to determine 
whether there are any further areas requiring intervention; 

• A Chance Finds Procedure is recommended to be 
implemented. 

Interim Comment 

The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) 

Unit requests that an archaeological field assessment of the 

powerline routes be conducted as part of the EA process. The 

HIA must be revised based on the results of the field assessment. 

The applicant is advised to extend the EA process in terms of 

section 19(1)b of the NEMA EIA Regulations in order to address 

this comment. Further comments will be issued upon receipt of 

the above revised HIA and a revised DBAR that incorporates the 

results of the revised HIA. 
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Should you have any further queries, please contact the 

designated official using the case number quoted above in the 

case header. 

Yours faithfully 

Natasha Higgitt 
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F.8.2.iii Response from Heritage Specialists to SAHRA’s Interim 
Comment, Submitted to SAHRA on 15 December 2022 
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24 January 2023 

Letter 

South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) 

Ms. Natasha Higgit 

 

Final Comment 

In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage 

Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) 

Attention: Vhuvhili Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 

The Project Applicant is proposing the construction of a 132 

kV overhead transmission power line and associated EGI to 

feed the electricity generated by the proposed Vhuvhili SEF 

to the switching station at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF. 

The electricity will be transferred from the proposed on-site 

substation at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF via a 132 kV power 

line which extends approximately 12 km in length to the 

proposed switching station at the proposed Mukondeleli 

WEF.  

CSIR has been appointed by Vhuvhili Solar RF (Pty) Ltd conduct 

an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the proposed 

132kV overhead powerline and associated infrastructure and 

associated electrical grid infrastructure to support the Vhuvhili 

Solar Energy Facility near Secunda, Mpumalanga Province. 

A draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) has been submitted in 

terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(NEMA) and the 2017 NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations. The proposed development will include the 

construction of a 132kV overhead powerline up to 12 km long 

(four alternative routes) with a 32 m servitude and service roads. 

CSIR: SAHRA’s Final Comment is noted with thanks. 



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, 

near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 
 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

90 of 98 
 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

Prof Marion Bamford, ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd and Beyond 

Heritage have been appointed to provide heritage specialist input 

as required by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(8) of 

the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA). 

Bamford, M. 2022. Palaeontological Impact Assessment: 

Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and 

Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure to support the Proposed 

Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda, 

Mpumalanga Province 

The proposed development is underlain by the Vryheid Formation 

that may contain fossils of the Glossopteris flora. No site visit was 

undertaken. 

Recommendations provided in the report include the following: 

• A Fossil Chance Finds Protocol is to be implemented; 

• When the final grid connection route has been determined 

based on other specialist inputs, and excavations for pole 

foundations have commenced, and only if fossils are found, 

then the Vhuvhili substation site grid route should be visited 

by a palaeontologist and any fossils found should be 

removed. 

Orton, J and Van der Walt, J. 2022. Heritage Impact Assessment: 

Basic Assessment for a Proposed 132 kV Overhead  Power Line 

and Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure to support the 

Proposed Vhuvhili  Solar Energy Facility near Secunda, 

Mpumalanga 

No specific site visit was conducted for the proposed powerline 

route. Data from previous surveys of adjacent development areas 
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and satellite imagery was used. A total of five (5) heritage 

resources are located in the development footprint. These include 

one stone feature and historical ruins of low heritage significance 

and two burial grounds of high heritage significance. 

Recommendations provided in the report include the following: 

• The graves in the Alternative 3 (waypoint 179) and 

Alternative 4 (waypoint 182) corridors must be avoided and 

protected if either of these corridors are used. The powerline 

and associated service track must be located at least 50 m 

from the graves; 

• If Alternatives 3 or 4 are used, before construction starts, the 

relevant graveyard must be fenced with a farm-style wire 

fence with a pedestrian gate to facilitate public access. The 

fence must be places a minimum of 5 m away from all graves; 

• A pre-construction survey of the final alignment must be 

carried out once the design is completed as to determine 

whether there are any further areas requiring intervention; 

• A Chance Finds Procedure is recommended to be 

implemented. 

In an Interim Comment issued on the 14/12/2022, SAHRA 

requested that an archaeological field assessment of the 

powerline routes be conducted as part of the EA process. The 

HIA must be revised based on the results of the field assessment. 

In a response to the SAHRA comment, the heritage specialist 

argued that there is enough evidence to confirm the sensitivity, 

predict the impacts and devise appropriate mitigation measures. 

Additionally, the conditions on site do not allow for a survey to be 

conducted (heavy rains). The specialist has requested that the 
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heritage reports be accepted and that a pre-construction survey 

should be conducted in the dry season. 

 Final Comment 

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of 

section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and section 38(8) of the 

NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and 

must be included in the Final BAR and EMPr: 

• 38(4)a – The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and 

Meteorites (APM) Unit and Burial Grounds and Graves 

(BGG) Unit has no objections to the proposed development; 

CSIR: SAHRA’s final comment and its conditions are included in 

the Final BA Report and EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) 

in the respective sections as noted below. 

SAHRA’s APM and BGG unit’s no objection to the proposed 

development is noted with thanks. 

 • 38(4)b – The recommendations of the specialists are 

supported and must be adhered to. Further additional 

specific conditions are provided for the development: 

CSIR: The recommendations of the heritage specialists are 

included in Sections D.2.3 and D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which 

is translated into Section 7.3 of the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final 

BA report) for implementation on site (should the proposed project 

receive EA). 

 • The preconstruction survey must be conducted prior to any 

ground clearance. The report of the survey must be 

submitted to SAHRA for comment prior to any ground 

clearance. No ground clearance of construction may occur 

on site without comments from SAHRA; 

• SAHRA reserves the right to stipulate additional conditions, 

layout changes or object to the development based on the 

results of the preconstruction survey; 

CSIR: This recommendation is included in Sections D.2.3 and 

D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which is translated into Section 7.3 of 

the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) for implementation 

on site (should the proposed project receive EA). 

 • BGG Unit conditions: The development footprint must avoid 

sites 179 and 182 with a buffer-zone of 50m as suggested in 

the HIA. Should the developer wish to utilize the said sites, a 

grave exhumation/relocation process which includes public 

CSIR: As recommended by the heritage specialists and reiterated 

by SAHRA’s BGG Unit, the proposed development will avoid sites 

179 and 182 with a buffer-zone of 50 m. As applicable to power 

line routings Alternative 3 and Alternative 4, the HIA recommended 
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participation as outlined under Chapter XI of the NHRA 

regulations of 2000 must be initiated to obtain family consent. 

The exhumation must then be conducted by a qualified 

Archaeologist after obtaining a section 36 permit; 

that the graveyard must be fenced with a farm-style wire fence with 

a pedestrian gate to facilitate public access. The fence must be 

placed a minimum of 5 m away from all graves. The power line and 

associated service track must be located at least 50 m from the 

graves. 

This recommendation is included in Sections D.2.3 and D.2.4 of 

the Final BA Report which is translated into Section 7.3 of the 

EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) for implementation on 

site (should the proposed project receive EA). 

SAHRA’s comment regarding the requirements for a grave 

exhumation/relocation process is noted, but the 

developer/applicant will implement the 50 m buffer and associated 

mitigation measures as recommended in the HIA. 

 • 38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains 

(e.g. remnants of stone-made structures, indigenous 

ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, 

charcoal and ash concentrations), fossils or other categories 

of heritage resources are found during the proposed 

development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 

021 462 5402) must be alerted as per section 35(3) of the 

NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an 

offense in terms of section 51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of 

the Schedule; 

CSIR: This recommendation is included in Sections D.2.3 and 

D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which is translated into Section 7.3 of 

the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) for implementation 

on site (should the proposed project receive EA). 

 • 38(4)c(ii) – If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the 

SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG) Unit 

(Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Ngqabutho Madida 012 320 

8490), must be alerted immediately as per section 36(6) of 

the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an 

CSIR: This recommendation is included in Sections D.2.3 and 

D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which is translated into Section 7.3 of 

the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) for implementation 

on site (should the proposed project receive EA). 
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offense in terms of section 51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of 

the Schedule; 

 • 38(4)d – See section 51 of the NHRA regarding offences; CSIR: The provisions of section 51 of the NHRA are noted. In 

Section 7.3 of the EMPr, the Project Applicant (and subsequent 

EA holder, should EA be received) and any person acting on its 

behalf are alerted to non-compliances and offences in terms 

section 51 of the NHRA.  

 • 38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the 

appointment of specialists: 

• With reference to the mitigation work noted above, a qualified 

archaeologist must be appointed to undertake the work in 

terms of the permit applied for as noted above; 

• If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the 

development, a professional archaeologist or 

palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must 

be contracted as soon as possible to inspect the heritage 

resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to 

be of archaeological or palaeontological significance, a 

Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to permits 

issued by SAHRA; 

CSIR: This recommendation is included in Sections D.2.3 and 

D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which is translated into Section 7.3 of 

the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final BA report) for implementation 

on site (should the proposed project receive EA). 

 • The Final BAR and EMPr must be submitted to SAHRA for 

record purposes; 

CSIR: The Final BA report will be submitted to SAHRA via an 

upload to the South African Heritage Resources Information 

System in respect of Case application 20125. 

 • The decision regarding the EA Application must be 

communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the SAHRIS Case 

application. 

CSIR: In accordance with Regulation 4(2) of the 2014 EIA 

Regulations, as amended, SAHRA will be informed of the decision 

regarding the EA Application within 14 days of the date of the 

decision, and the decision will be uploaded to SAHRIS as 

requested. 
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Should you have any further queries, please contact the 

designated official using the case number quoted above in the 

case header. 

Yours faithfully 

Natasha Higgitt 

Heritage Officer 

 

Phillip Hine 

Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit 

 Terms & Conditions: 

 

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from 

obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary 

approval for proposed work. 

 

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human 

remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA 

immediately. 

 

3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as 

required. 

CSIR: The terms and conditions of the comment are noted.  

The Applicant will ensure that all necessary approvals from 

applicable authorities are obtained.  

Should any heritage resources be encountered, they will be 

reported to SAHRA immediately. This recommendation is included 

in Sections D.2.3 and D.2.4 of the Final BA Report which is 

translated into Section 7.3 of the EMPr (Appendix G of the Final 

BA report) for implementation on site (should the proposed project 

receive EA). 

We thank you for your comments and contribution to the 

sustainability of the proposed development. 
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F.8.2.v Comments from the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE): Biodiversity 
Mainstreaming & EIA 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

12 December 2022 

Email 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and 

the Environment (DFFE):  

Biodiversity Mainstreaming & EIA 

Ms Mashudu Mudau 

 

Subject: RE: REMINDER: RELEASE OF DRAFT BA REPORT 

FOR COMMENT FOR THE PROPOSED VHUVHILI 132 KV 

POWER LINE PROJECT NEAR SECUNDA, MPUMALANGA 

PROVINCE 

 

Thank you for the reminder, however, Kindly note we did not 

receive the aforementioned project. 

 

Regards, 

Mashudu Mudau 

 

 

CSIR: This comment is noted. The Biodiversity Conservation 

Directorate of DFFE has been included on the project database 

from the start of the proposed Vhuvhili SEF Scoping and EIA 

process as well as the proposed Vhuvhili 132 kV Power Line 

process. Proof of email notification regarding the “Release of the 

Draft BA Report for a 30-day Commenting Period” to the 

Biodiversity Conservation Directorate of DFFE (including all other 

I&APs registered on the I&AP database) is provided in Appendix 

F.4 of this Final BA Report. The “Reminder” email on 9 December 

2022 was sent as a “reply” (i.e., “RE:”) to the recipients of the initial 

email notification on 11 November 2022 (see Appendix F.4). It is, 

therefore, unclear how the Biodiversity Conservation Directorate 

of DFFE received the Reminder email but not the Initial Draft BA 

Report Release email. 

 

It can be noted that Mr Mashudu Mudau was forwarded the 

Reminder email from Mr Seoka Lekota who had been 

forwarded the email from Mukondi Matshusa (see copy of email 

trail in Appendix F.7 of the Final BA Report). The CSIR submits 

that it could be that the initial email notifying the Directorate of the 

release of the Draft BA Report was not afforded the same line of 

communication. 

 

 

  



APPENDICES 

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, 

near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province 
 

 
APPENDIX F –  Publ ic  Par t i c ipat ion  

97 of 98 
 

F.8.2.vi Comments from Eskom 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

15 November 2022 

Email 

Lerato Mokgwatlheng  

Senior Environmental Advisor 

Grid Planning & Development: Land 

Rights 

Transmission Division 

Dear CSIR BA Project Team, 

 

Could you kindly send us the kmz files of your proposed 

project. We would like to over-lay your project with that of 

Eskom, to enable us to provide the comments thereafter. 

 

Regards, 

Lerato Mokgwatlheng  

 

 

 

CSIR: This comment is noted. The requested kmz file was 

provided to Ms. Lerato Mokgwatlheng via email on 16 November 

2022.  

 

 

17 November 2022 

Email 

Lerato Mokgwatlheng  

Senior Environmental Advisor 

Grid Planning & Development: Land 

Rights 

Transmission Division 

Dear CSIR BA Project Team 

 

Thanks for the information. 

Regarding this project going forward, please be informed 

that the Eskom’s officials who will engage you are Ms 

Grace Mashabela (Senior Environmental Advisor) and Mr 

Terence Malapane (Senior Advisor – 

Negotiation/Acquisition Land & Rights). 

 

Regards, 

Ms Lerato Mokgwatlheng 

 

CSIR: This comment is noted with thanks. Ms Grace Mashabela 

(Senior Environmental Advisor) and Mr Terence Malapane (Senior 

Advisor – Negotiation/Acquisition Land & Rights) have 

subsequently been registered on the I&AP database with their 

email addresses as cc’d by Ms Lerato Mokgwatlheng. 
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F.8.3 COMMENTS FROM OTHER INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 

Date and Format of Comment, 

Name of Organisation/I&AP 
Comment Response from CSIR/Applicant/Specialist 

14 November 2022 

Email 

Falcon Oil and Gas 

Anne Flynn 

Good evening,  

 

Can you please provide me with the shape files for this project, 

on a review of the Draft BA report, I suspect it is outside Falcon’s 

TCP area but would like to confirm.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Kind regards, 

Anne.  

CSIR: This comment is noted. The kmz file of the proposed 

Vhuvhili Power Line was provided to Ms Flynn via email on 

17 November 2022. 

Good morning, 

 

Thank you for the below. I have confirmed with our geologist that 

there is no overlap with the projects for Vhuvhili, therefore we are 

not an I&AP, can we please be removed from the mailing list for 

this project.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Kind regards, 

Anne. 

CSIR: This comment is noted with thanks. Ms Flynn has 

subsequently been removed from the I&AP database of the 

Vhuvhili Power Line project. 

12 December 2022 

Email 

AgriSA 

Good morning 

 

Please send notifications of this nature to janse@agrisa.co.za 

and remove this address from your mailing list. 

CSIR: This comment is noted. All future notifications on this project 

will be send to janse@agrisa.co.za and the current email address 

for AgriSA (agrisa@agrisa.co.za) has been removed from the 

project mailing list. 

 


