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Executive Summary

This report serves as the Aquatic Biodiversity Assessment Report input that was prepared as part of
the Basic Assessment (BA) for the proposed development of a Gridline and associated infrastructure,
near Secunda, Mpumalanga Province.

The terms of reference for the current study were as follows:

e Delineate the wetland and riparian areas to inform the placement of infrastructure;

e Determine the aquatic macro invertebrate assemblages present within the proposed development
footprint;

e Assess the habitat of the rivers/streams of the area in terms of habitat suitability for the relevant
macro invertebrate assemblages;

e Classify the rivers or streams where possible with the use of the biological bands method as
described by Dallas (2007);

e Classify the watercourse according to the system proposed in the national wetlands inventory if
relevant;

e Compile a baseline description of the aquatic environment potentially impacted by the
development as specified in GN320, March 2020;

e Undertake functional and integrity assessment of wetlands and riparian areas as specified in
General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017,

o Undertake an impact assessment as specified in the NEMA 2014 regulations, as amended and
GN320, March 2020;

e Undertake a Risk Assessment as specified in General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017,

¢ Recommend suitable buffer zones as specified in General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017, following
Macfarlane et al., 2015; and

o Discuss appropriate mitigation and management procedures relevant to the conserving wetland
areas on the site as specified in GN320, March 2020.

Prior to commencing with the fieldwork a desktop assessment was conducted. The findings of the desktop
assessment indicated that the study site has conservation significance on both a provincial (Critical
Biodiversity Area [CBA]) and national (Threatened Ecosystems and Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Area
Wetlands), level. The screening tool report, dated 2" of October 2022, also indicated that the aquatic
ecosystems surrounding the study site have a very high sensitivity.

The site visit was conducted in the week of the 15t to the 4™ of February 2022 by the wetland specialist,
Rudi Bezuidenhoudt. The aquatic specialist, Andre Strydom, conducted the site visits in January (3 to 7t)
but not all sites could be sampled due to access issues. An additional site visit was conducted on 3-5 of
February but the aquatic ecosystems were in flood and hence the survey aborted. The final site visit was
conducted on the 22" to 24™ of February 2022. The surveys were, therefore, conducted in the summer or
high flow season. No dry season surveys were conducted as part of the assessment.

Results of the fieldwork include:
A large number of wetlands were recorded on the study site. The wetlands were divided into several types
including:

e Seepage wetlands;

e Valley Bottom Wetlands; and

e Depressional Pan wetlands.

Four potential route options associated with two start and end substation options were investigated.
This includes the following options:

e Alternative 1:132 kV (A to E)
e Alternative 2:132 kV (A to F)
e Alternative 3:132 kV (C to E)
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e Alternative 4:132 kV (C to F) - Preferred

The alternative route options follow the same route for most of the study and only diverge near the
substations. Both Substations C and D are located on areas previously farmed (from circa 1955),
however, Substation D is located on an area also currently farmed and is therefore considered not to
be a sensitive area. It also falls within an area listed as Heavily Modified. Additionally, Substation D falls
outside of the DWS regulated area and would thus be easier to authorise and is therefore preferred.
Both Substations E and F are located on a CBA Irreplaceable area and are thus not ideal. It should be
further noted that the Offtaker End Options (E and F) are the same options described in the Report
Mukondeleli Gridline (and therefore the same option is thus preferred). The preferred option between
E and FisF. This is due to the close access to a road and therefore no additional roads are necessary.
Furthermore, substation E is located in the headwaters of a wetland and falls within the buffer zone of
the wetland. Although another wetland encroaches onto the footprint of substation F, the wetland is
considered to be artificial (based on historical imagery) and thus has less functionality. Another wetland
is located approximately 80 m from substation F, it is however considered far enough to negate potential
impacts and is separated from the substation by a road. The preferred route option is thus 132kV
Overhead power line — Alternative 4 (C to F) — Although the substation should be D.

The figure below presents the proposed infrastructure relative to the delineated wetlands.

VHUVHILI GRIDLINE

WETLAND DELINEATION

Legend

= Prefered Option - Option 3
Alternative Option - Option 2
Alternative Option - Option 4
I PP substation Alt 1

I (PP substation Alt 2

I ofitaker Start Alt 1

[ offtaker Start Alt 2

- Offtaker portion End Option 2
l:l Offtaker portion End Option1

[ ] 100m Study Area

500m DWS regulated area
I wetiand

[ Wetland within 500m

31m Buffer

- 37m Buffer

42m Buffer

.~ 61mBuffer

79m Buffer

1:40 000 %

Five (5) sampling points were selected for sampling for Macroinvertebrates, habitat and in-situ water
quality. A summary of the findings of this report relevant to the application is provided in the table below.
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Quaternary Catchment and WMA areas

Important Rivers possibly affected

C12D, C12E, #5: Vaal Major.

In terms of drainage the wetlands delineated
drain into Klipspruit River, Boesmanspruit River
and the Groot-Bossiespruit River all of which
flow into the Waterval River and ultimately into
the Vaal River which is a very important river in
terms of water security for South Africa and is
already facing large scale pollution effects. All

upstream impacts should be minimised
Watercourse Wetland Wetland Type and | WetHealth V2 | Environmental
classification & | | number Drainage (EC/PES) (Macfarlane | Importance
Integrity scores et al., 2020) and Sensitivity
category (EIS)
(Kotze et al.,
2020)
1 Seepage with  Atrtificial | D - Largely Modified Low
Characteristics  historical
trenches
2 Valley Bottom Wetland D - Largely Modified Low
3 Seepage Wetland D - Largely Modified Low
4 Seepage Wetland C -Moderately Modified | High
5 Valley Bottom Wetland E - Seriously Modified Low
6 Valley Bottom Wetland D - Largely Modified Low
7 Seepage Wetland D - Largely Modified Moderate
8 Dammed section of | D - Largely Modified High
Floodplain Wetland
Calculated Buffer
zones: (Macfarlane et 1. Seepage with Artificial Characteristics historical trenches — 42 m
al., 2015): 2. Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m
3. Seepage Wetland — 61 m
4. Seepage Wetland —31 m
5. Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m
6. Valley Bottom Wetlands — 61m
7. Seepage Wetland — 37 m
8. Dammed section of Floodplain Wetland — 37 m
Aquatic  Assessment | | Sampling IHAS SASS5 EC | Site Description
results Point
GRB5 Insufficient —  C — Downstream affected site for the
45% Moderately = proposed gridline
Modified® In Groot-Bossiespruit
GRB6 Insufficient —  E/F — Downstream affected site for the
45% Seriously to = proposed gridline
critically In southern perennial tributary of the
Modified Klipspruit River
MUB1 No Entry No Entry Downstream affected site for the

proposed gridline
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In Boesmanspruit

VUBS8 No Flow® No Flow® Upstream reference point for the
proposed gridline
In southern non-perennial tributary
of the Klipspruit River

VUB9 Insufficient — D — Largely Downstream affected site for the

63% Modified proposed gridline

In southern perennial tributary of the
Klipspruit River

NEMA 2014 Impact

Assessment

The impact scores for the following aspects are relevant: Without With
Mitigation | Mitigation
Changes to flow dynamics Construction Phase M L
Operation Phase M
Decommissioning M L
Sedimentation Construction Phase M L
Operation Phase M L
Decommissioning M L
Establishment of alien plants Construction Phase M L
Operation Phase M L
Decommissioning
Pollution of watercourses Construction Phase M L
Operation Phase M L
Decommissioning M L
Loss of fringe vegetation and | Construction Phase M L
habitat Operation Phase M L
Decommissioning M L
Loss of aquatic biota Construction Phase M L
Operation Phase M L
Decommissioning M L

Site verification

The desktop assessment conducted by DWS indicated that the sub quaternary reaches
surrounding the study site are largely natural (B) to moderately modified (C). The site
verification indicated that the wetlands are moderately (C) to seriously modified (E) whilst
the aquatic macroinvertebrates indicated that the aquatic ecosystems are largely (D) to
seriously/critically (E/F) modified. Therefore, the wetland and aquatic ecosystems
surrounding the study site do not conform to the desktop assessment and are more
impacted than expected.

Although the wetland and aquatic ecosystems are impacted, they still fulfil important
ecosystem services and also form part of national and provincial conservation targets and
therefore are still considered as sensitive

Does the specialist

support
development?

the

Yes. Given that the mitigation measures are adhered to, and that the footprint does not
encroach onto any wetland or wetland buffer zone.

Recommendations

Alternative layouts should be considered where the current footprints encroach into
wetlands or wetland buffer zones. It is recommended that monitoring in terms of wetland
PES as well as biomonitoring be conducted to consider the cumulative impacts of the
proposed Vhuvhili Gridline, Vhuvhili SEF, Mukondeleli WEF and Mukondeleli Grid (subject
to separate applications). Monitoring should be conducted in both the construction and
operational phases of the project. It is imperative that an Alien Invasive Species plant
management plan be developed, prior to the construction phase. Clearing and/treatment of
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these species occurs prior to any construction activities which will curb the spread of
invasive plants due to the disturbance events caused by construction.
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SQR Sub Quaternary Reaches

SWSAs Strategic Water Source Areas

SWSA-sw Strategic Water Source Areas for surface water
SWSA-gw Strategic Water Source Areas for groundwater
TDS Total Dissolved Salts

TWQR Target Water Quality Range

UFS University of the Free State

UNISA University of South Africa

UP University of Pretoria

VEGRAI Riparian Vegetation Response Assessment Index
WMA Water Management Area

WEF Wind Energy Facility
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Glossary
Definitions
Aquatic ecosystems are defined as the abiotic (physical and chemical) and
Aquatic biotic components, habitats and ecological processes contained within rivers
Ecosystems and their riparian zones, reservoirs, lakes and wetlands and their fringing
vegetation.
Aquatic biomonitoring is the science of inferring the ecological condition of
rivers and streams by examining the types of organisms that live there, such
as invertebrates, algae, aquatic and non-aquatic vegetation, fish, or
Aquatic amphibians. The method is based on the principle that different aquatic
Biomonitoring organisms have different tolerances to pollutants, and that certain organisms

will appear under conditions of pollution, while others will disappear. The
assessment of biota in freshwater ecosystems is a widely recognised means
of determining the condition, or ‘health’ of the ecosystem.

Benthic Relating to or characteristic of the bottom of a water body, or the animals and
plants that live there.

The accumulation of a harmful substance in an organism that forms part of

Bioaccumulation the food chain.

Biota The animal and plant life of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.

Buffer A strip of land surrounding a wetland or riparian area in which activities are
controlled or restricted, in order to reduce the impact of adjacent land uses on
the wetland or riparian area

Regions that share similar ecological characteristics and are based on the
understanding that ecosystems and their biota display regional patterns that

Ecoregions mirror causal factors such as climate, soils, geology, physical land surface and
vegetation.
An assessment index based on the environmental intolerances and
FRA preferences of the reference fish assemblages and the response of the

constituent species of the assemblage to particular groups of environmental
determinants or drivers.

Hydrophyte any plant that grows in water or on a substratum that is at least periodically
deficient in oxygen as a result of soil saturation or flooding; plants typically
found in wet habitats

soil that in its undrained condition is saturated or flooded long enough during
Hydromorphic soil the growing season to develop anaerobic conditions favouring the growth and
regeneration of hydrophytic vegetation (vegetation adapted to living in
anaerobic soils)

Invertebrates include all animals without backbones. In rivers this includes
aquatic insects, larvae of insects with terrestrial (often flying) adult forms, as

Macroinvertebrates ; ; >
well as mussels, clams, snails and worms that are aquatic throughout their life

cycle.

Seepage A type of wetland occurring on slopes, usually characterised by diffuse (i.e.
unchannelled, and often subsurface) flows.

Sedges Grass-like plants belonging to the family Cyperaceae, sometimes referred to
as nutgrasses. Papyrus is a member of this family.

Soil profile the vertically sectioned sample through the soil mantle, usually consisting of
two or three horizons (Soil Classification Working Group, 1991)

Spruit A small tributary stream or watercourse that is usually non-perennial

The position an organism occupies on the food chain. Examples include

Trophic level . . : : : T
omnivores, herbivores, insectivores, planktivores, and piscivores.

Vegetation Plants of an area or region.

VEGRAI A model which determines the response of vegetation to impacts in a way
which can be defended by sound scientific methods.

Wetland: “land which is transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the
water table is usually at or near the surface, or the land is periodically covered
with shallow water, and which land in normal circumstances supports or would
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Definitions

support vegetation typically adapted to life in saturated soil.” (National Water
Act; Act 36 of 1998).

Wetland delineation

the determination and marking of the boundary of a wetland on a map using
the DWAF (2005) methodology. This assessment includes identification of
suggested buffer zones and is usually done in conjunction with a wetland
functional assessment. The impact of the proposed development, together
with appropriate mitigation measures are included in impact assessment

tables.
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Aquatic Biodiversity Assessment

This report serves as the aquatic biodiversity assessment scoping report input that was prepared as part
of the Basic Assessment (BA) for the proposed development of a 132 kV overhead power line and
associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure (EGI) from the proposed Vhuvhili Solar Energy Facility (SEF) to
the proposed Mukondeleli Wind Energy Facility (WEF), near Secunda Mpumalanga Province.

1. Introduction
1.1. Scope, Purpose and Objectives of this Specialist Report

Prior to commencing with the Aquatic Biodiversity and Species Specialist Assessment in accordance with
the Specialist Assessment and Minimum Report Content Requirements for Environmental Impacts on
Aquatic Biodiversity (Government Notice 320, dated 20 March 2020), a site sensitivity verification was
undertaken in order to confirm the current land use and environmental sensitivity of the proposed project
area as identified by the National Web-Based Environmental Screening Tool (Screening Tool).

The scope of the report is to provide aquatic input into the draft BA report as required by 2014 NEMA EIA
regulations, as amended.

1.2. Details of Specialist

This specialist assessment has been undertaken by a team of specialist lead by Lorainmari den Boogert
of Iggdrasil Scientific Services. Lorainmari den Boogert is registered with the South African Council for
Natural and Scientific Professions (SACNASP), with Registration Number 400003/13 in the field of Ecology
and Botany. The wetland assessment was conducted by Antoinette Bootsma and Rudi Bezuidenhoudt.
Antoinette (Professional, 400222/09, Ecology and Botany) and Rudi (Professional, 008867, Botany) are
registered with SACNASP. Andre Strydom conducted the field surveys for the aquatic zoology and is a
SASSS registered practitioner with the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS). Albie Steyn (Candidate,
125883, Geohydrology) a candidate Natural Scientist with SACNASP assisted with data formatting and
reporting. A summary of the specialist's team and the relevant input is provided in Table 1 below. A
curriculum vitae of the core team is included in Appendix A of this specialist assessment.

Table 1: Summary of the aquatic biodiversity team
Person Highest Qualification SACNASP or | Role
other information
Lorainmari den Boogert MSc. Geohydrology Pr.Sci.Nat Project Management
(UFS) (400003/13) Aquatic zoological
MSc. Plant Science (UP) Botany and reporting and overall
Ecology report integration
Antoinette Bootsma MSc. Environmental Pr.Sci.Nat Technical Review of
Science (UNISA) (400222/09) wetland assessment
Botany and
Ecology
Rudi Bezuidenhoudt BSc. Hons Botany Pr.Sci.Nat Wetland fieldwork and
(UNISA) (008867) reporting
Botany
Andre Strydom B. Tech. Nature SASS5 Accredited Aquatic Zoology field
Conservation (UNISA) 2020 assessment and data
input
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Person Highest Qualification SACNASP or | Role
other information
Albie Steyn MSc Geohydrology Cand.Sci.Nat Data input and reporting
(UFS) (125883) of aquatic zoological
section

In addition, a signed specialist statement of independence is included in Appendix B of this specialist
assessment.

1.3. Terms of Reference

The terms of reference for the current study were as follows:

e Delineate the wetland and riparian areas to inform the placement of project infrastructure;

o Determine the aguatic macro invertebrate assemblages present within the proposed development
footprint;

e Assess the habitat of the rivers/streams of the area in terms of habitat suitability for the relevant
macro invertebrate assemblages;

e Classify the rivers or streams where possible with the use of the biological bands method as
described by Dallas (2007);

¢ Classify the watercourse according to the system proposed in the national wetlands inventory if
relevant;

e Compile a baseline description of the aquatic environment potentially impacted by the
development as specified in GN320, March 2020;

e Undertake functional and integrity assessment of wetlands and riparian areas as specified in
General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017,

e Undertake an impact assessment as specified in the NEMA 2014 regulations, as amended and
GN320, March 2020;

o Undertake a Risk Assessment as specified in General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017,

¢ Recommend suitable buffer zones as specified in General Notice 267 of 24 March 2017, following
Macfarlane et al., 2015; and

o Discuss appropriate mitigation and management procedures relevant to the conserving wetland
areas on the site as specified in GN320, March 2020.

1.3.1. Stakeholder consultation
Any comments from the interested and affected parties will be reviewed and included in the final
BA report.

2. Approach and Methodology

The wetland delineation method documented by the DWS in their document “Updated manual for
identification and delineation of wetlands and riparian areas” (DWAF, 2008), as well as the Classification
System for Wetlands and other Aquatic Ecosystems in South Africa. User Manual: Inland Systems (Ollis et
al., 2013) was followed throughout the field survey. These guidelines describe the use of indicators to
determine the outer edge of the wetland and riparian areas such as soil and vegetation forms as well as
the terrain unit indicator.

A smartphone was used to capture GPS co-ordinates in the field. 1:50 000 cadastral maps and available
GIS data were used as reference material for the mapping of the preliminary watercourse boundaries.
These were converted to digital image backdrops and delineation lines and boundaries were imposed
accordingly after the field survey. Applications used on the smartphone includes GPX Viewer Pro and
Google Earth.
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Following a desktop assessment highlighting wetland areas to be groundtruthed in the field, soil and
vegetation sampling on site informed a fine scale delineation. With regards to large study areas
selective points are surveyed using fine scale techniques and extrapolation is used for the rest of the
wetland sections and in some instances where survey was limited to external conditions extrapolation
is also used for areas where surveys could not be conducted. Information is also drawn from previous
work in the area, and any additional reports or information available Functional and integrity
assessments were conducted to indicate the baseline status of the wetlands identified. In the current
study the wetland area was assessed using, WET-Health (Macfarlane et al., 2020), EIS (DWAF, 1999)
and WetEcoServices, (Kotze et al., 2006). The assessment of potential impacts follows the 2014 NEMA
regulations (as amended). In order to ease the legibility of the report, details regarding the methods
used in each phase of the wetland assessment are presented in Appendix A.

Aquatic biomonitoring is an integral component of ecological risk assessment, and is the science of
determining the condition, or ‘health’ of an aquatic ecosystem by examining the organisms that live
there, including their habitats, occurrence and composition. It is based on the principle that different
aquatic organisms have different responses to stressors to their habitats, and that certain organisms
will appear under conditions of stress, while others will disappear. Stressors include aspects such as
increased or decreased flow (resulting from the abstraction of water, or the discharge of clean
stormwater); changes in water quality (resulting from the discharge of stormwater or the introduction of
contaminants through the discharge and disposal of effluents or seepage, and littering); bed and
channel modification; changes in vegetation (resulting from the reduction of indigenous riparian plants
and the presence of invasive alien plants and fauna).

A variety of aquatic organisms requires specific habitat types and habitat conditions for at least part of
their life cycles. The availability and diversity of suitable habitats for aquatic biota will therefore
determine the presence and species composition of the organisms living in the aquatic ecosystem.
Habitat conditions for aquatic biota are influenced by drivers such as climate, geomorphology, and land
use. The disturbance of the habitats of aquatic biota will result in stress to the aquatic population, which
can affect the occurrence and species composition of the organisms living in the aquatic ecosystem
(species response).

These relationships can be depicted as follows (adapted from Kleynhans and Louw, 2008) (Figure 1):

DRIVER HABITAT SPECIES

Physical attributes
Climate > > Vegetation
(flow, velocity, depth, channel 5
width, cover, physical % » Fish
> — 3
Chemical attributes '<_E §> Aquatic Invertebrates
'_
Land use (Temperature, Conductivity, o . .
- < Autotrophic organisms
activities DO, pH, EC, nutrients) T

Figure 1: Relationships between ecosystem responses to drivers of change

Impacts on freshwater ecosystems can be measured by determining the presence or absence of certain
indicator species of an aquatic ecosystem (riparian vegetation, fish, and invertebrates), and recording
the species composition over time in order to determine changes in species composition, and to relate
any observed changes to changes in the habitats of these species, taking cognisance of the drivers that
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influence the habitats in the first place. The occurrence and composition of species of flora and fauna
in aquatic ecosystems therefore reflect both the present and history of the water resource at a particular
site, allowing detection of disturbances that might otherwise be missed.

During a typical baseline survey at a specific location in an aquatic ecosystem, both the physical and
chemical attributes of the aquatic habitat, as well as the species response of different types of aquatic biota,
are therefore evaluated. Two aspects are of importance in this regard, namely the methods used for the
evaluation of the physical and chemical attributes of the habitat, as well as for the determination of the
species response of different types of aquatic biota at a specific survey site, and the selection of
biomonitoring sampling points.

These aspects are discussed in more detail below.

Methods for Conducting aquatic zoological surveys

Because biological communities integrate the effects of physical and chemical changes to the environment
in the long-term, different methods, typically based on assessment indices, are used as indicators of
changes in habitat quality, as well as indicators of species responses (Ferreira and Graca, 2008).

The current methods used for the evaluation of the physical and chemical attributes of the habitat at a
specific biomonitoring survey site can be summarised as follows:

. Evaluation of the physical attributes of the aquatic habitat: The physical attributes of the instream
and riparian habitat has a direct influence on the occurrence and composition the aquatic community.
Physical habitat features such as colour, anthropogenic disturbances and riparian vegetation, as well as
stream hydrology, average width and depth are established by means of and evaluated with the Integrated
Habitat Assessment System (IHAS). IHAS was developed in 1998 by McMillan, and version 2 is the
currently used assessment index; and

. Evaluation of the chemical attributes of the aquatic habitat: Although available water quality
monitoring data on variables such as pH, salinity (EC or TDS) and nutrients will give an indication of the
influence of these variables on the aquatic ecosystem, variables such as Temperature, Dissolved Oxygen
(DO), and Turbidity need to be determined in situ, as these variables cannot be established away from the
survey site.

The standardised, quantitative and replicable methods currently used for the species response of the
different aquatic organisms at a specific survey site can be summarised as follows:

. The South African Scoring System, version 5 (SASS5) is a rapid bioassessment method used to
identify changes in species composition of aquatic invertebrates (e.g. shails, crabs, worms, insect larvae,
mussels, beetles). As most invertebrate species are fairly short-lived and have limited migration patterns
or are not free-moving during their aquatic life phase, they are good indicators of localised conditions in a
river over the short term and can be used to assess site-specific impacts (Dickens and Graham, 2002).

. Vegetation is a readily observable expression of the ecology and relationships as well as a series
of interactions between biotic organisms and their abiotic environment, and thus provide a physical
representation of the health of an ecosystem. Healthy riparian vegetation zones maintain channel form and
serve as filters for light, nutrients and sediment. Changes in the structure and function of riparian vegetation
commonly result from changes in the flow regime of a river, flooding, exploitation for firewood, mining, or
use of the riparian zone for grazing or ploughing. The Riparian Vegetation Response Assessment Index
(VEGRAI) is a model developed by the DWS for the qualitative assessment of the response of riparian
vegetation to impacts (Kleynhans et al., 2007). It must be noted that there is a distinct difference between
a VEGRAI and the evaluation of vegetation as part of the IHAS, as the IHAS merely records vegetation as
one of the physical attributes of the aquatic habitat, while VEGRAI evaluates and assigns a rating to indicate
species composition and diversity. As vegetation can undergo rapid changes, for example due to flooding,
veld fires or overgrazing, the VEGRAI-method will record such changes in species composition, which will
not be determined by the IHAS method.

. Fish are good indicators of long-term (several years) effects and broad habitat conditions, and
changes in the available habitat conditions (Karr, 1981). This is because fish are “top of the food chain,”
relatively long-lived and mostly highly mobile. Fish bio-accumulate the effects of anthropogenic activities
on lower trophic levels; thus, fish assemblage structures are indicative of the integrated health of the aquatic
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ecosystem. Assemblages include a range of species that represent a variety of trophic levels (omnivores,
herbivores, insectivores, planktivores, piscivores). The Fish Response Assessment Index (FRAI) is a rule-
based model developed by the DWS based on the environmental intolerances and preferences of
reference fish assemblages and the response of the species of the assemblage to particular groups of
environmental determinants or drivers. Intolerance and preference attributes are categorized into metric
groups with constituent metrics that relate to the environmental requirements and preferences of individual
species. Changes in environmental conditions are related to fish stress and form the basis of ecological
response interpretation. Reference conditions with regard to expected fish species and species
compositions have been published for most of South Africa (Kleynhans, 2007).

. Acute (and short-chronic) toxicity testing is applied by exposing biota to water sources in order to
determine the potential risk of such waters to the biota/biological integrity of the receiving water bodies. A
risk category is determined based on the percentage of mortalities (or inhibition-stimulation) of the exposed
biota. It is important to note that the hazard classification is based on the standardised battery of selected
test biota and therefore represents the risk/hazard towards similar biota in the receiving aquatic
environment. The toxicity hazard is therefore in terms of the aquatic biotic integrity and does in no way
represent toxicology towards humans or other mammals.

. Diatom-based water quality indices have recently been evaluated and implemented in South Africa
(Taylor, 2004; River Health Programme, 2005) for riverine ecosystems. De la Rey et al. (2004) and Taylor
(2004) showed that diatom-based pollution indices may be good bio-indicators of water quality in aquatic
ecosystems in South Africa by demonstrating a measurable relationship between water quality variables
such as pH, electrical conductivity, phosphorus and nitrogen, and the structure of diatom communities as
reflected by diatom index scores, allowing for conclusions to be drawn about water quality. Diatoms can
also indicate whether heavy metals are present in aquatic systems. According to Luis et al. (2008) several
studies on metal polluted waters have shown that diatoms respond to perturbations not only at the
community but also at the individual level with alteration in cell wall morphology. In particular, size reduction
and frustule deformations have been sometimes associated with high metal concentrations.

For the 2022 baseline aquatic assessment, the IHAS and the SASS5 methodologies were used to assess
the biotic integrity of the study area. These were selected as due to budgetary constraints as well as the
fact that the area is not situated in a National Freshwater Protected Area (NFEPA) and the desktop
assessment did not indicate that a presence of sensitive fish taxa.

In order to ease the legibility of the report, details regarding the methods used in each phase of the
watercourse assessment are presented in Appendix E.

Prior to the site visit the sampling points for the aquatic assessment were selected based on hydrology, the
area of influence as well as current land use and site access. Two sets of data are required in order to
interpret the results of biomonitoring surveys, namely data from a reference condition site, where habitat
conditions are expected to be relatively undisturbed, and data from an affected condition site (or affected
site), where the influences resulting from a land-use is expected to have created stressors in the habitats
of the aquatic biota.

A total of five (5) sampling points were selected for the 2022 baseline aquatic assessment positioned
upstream and downstream of the proposed Gridline. Table 2 indicates the number, GPS coordinates,
and a description of each of the sampling points. Locations of these sampling points are illustrated in
Figure 2.
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Table 2: Sampling points for the Vhuvhili Gridline aquatic assessment
Sampling Latitude Longitude Site Description
Point
GRB5 -26.593551° | 29.214583° | Downstream affected site for the proposed Gridline
= In upper reaches of Groot-Bossiespruit
GRB6 -26.578531° | 29.238876° @ Downstream affected site for the proposed Gridline
= In perennial tributary of the Klipspruit River
MUB1 -26.630862° | 29.215476° | Downstream affected site for the proposed Gridline
= Inthe Boesmanspruit
VUBS8 -26.594630° | 29.261887° = Upstream reference point for the proposed Gridline
= In southern non-perennial tributary of the
Klipspruit River
VUB9 -26.558506° | 29.250886° = Downstream affected site for the proposed Gridline
= In southern perennial tributary of the Klipspruit
River

The site visit was conducted in the week of the 1t to the 4" of February 2022 by the wetland specialist,
Rudi Bezuidenhoudt. The aquatic specialist, Andre Strydom, conducted the site visits in January 2022 (3
to 7™) but not all sites could be sampled due to access issues. An additional site visit was conducted on 3-
5t of February 2022 but the aquatic ecosystems were in flood and hence the survey aborted. The final site
visit was conducted on the 22" to 24" of February 2022. The surveys were therefore conducted in the
summer or high flow season. No dry season surveys were conducted as part of the assessment.
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Figure 2:

Aquatic sampling points for the baseline aquatic assessment of the proposed Vhuvhili Gridline
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2.1. Information Sources

Table 3 below list the main maps and databases used during the desktop phase of this assessment.
Literature used is referred to in the reference list.

Table 3:

Summary of the main information sources used during the desktop assessment

Data / Information Source Date Type Description
Environmental DFFE 1997 Report & Spatial | Geology and soils
Potential Atlas data used to inform
the wetland
assessment was
obtained from the
Environmental
Potential Atlas
National List of | National 2011 Report & Spatial | National list of
Threatened Environmental ecosystems that are
Terrestrial Management; threatened and in
Ecosystems for | Biodiversity need of protection,
South Africa (2011) | Act: (G 34809,
GN 1002)
National Freshwater | CSIR 2011 Report & Spatial | National Freshwater
Ecosystems Priority Priority Areas
Areas classified for South
Africa
Present Ecological | Department of | 2014 Report & Spatial | A Desktop
State,  Ecological | Water and Assessment of the
Importance & | Sanitation Present  Ecological
Ecological State, Ecological
Sensitivity Importance _and
Ecological Sensitivity
per Sub Quaternary
Reaches for
Secondary
Catchments in South
Africa
Mpumalanga Mpumalanga 2014 Report & Spatial | MBSP is a spatial tool
Biodiversity Sector | Tourism  and with land-use
Plan (MBSP) Parks Agency guidelines that forms
part of a broader set
of national
biodiversity planning
tools and initiatives
that are provided for
in national legislation
and policies
Water Management | National Water | 2016 Report Description of the
Areas Act (G40279 nine water
management areas
of South Africa
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Data / Information Source Date Type Description
National  Strategic | Water 2017 Report & Spatial | National Strategic
Water Source Areas | Research Water Source Areas
Commission (SWSAs) for surface
water (SWSA-sw)
and groundwater
(SWSA-gw) that have

been delineated as
part of a Water

Research
Commission (WRC)
project (K5/2431).
Vegetation Map of | South African | 2018 Report and | The third and latest
South Africa, | National Spatial data update to the original
Lesotho and | Biodiversity 2006 Vegetation Map
Swaziland Institute of  South  Africa,
Lesotho and
Swaziland
National Biodiversity | South African | 2018 Report and | Latest assessment of
Assessment (NBA) | National Spatial South African
Biodiversity biodiversity and
Institute ecosystems,

including, vegetation
types, wetlands and

rivers.
South African | Department of | 2020, Q2 Spatial Spatial delineation of
National Protected | Forestry protected areas in
Areas Database | Fisheries and South Africa.
(SAPAD) the Updated quarterly
Environment
National EIA | Department of | 2022, Q1 Spatial Spatial database
Screening Tool Forestry depicting aquatic
Fisheries and biodiversity of the
the country as high or low
Environment sensitivity areas

2.2. Assumptions, Knowledge Gaps and Limitations

e The information provided by the client forms the basis of the planning and layouts discussed.

e All watercourses within 500 m of any developmental activities should be identified as per the
DWS authorization regulations. In order to meet the timeframes and budget constraints for the
project, watercourses within the study sites were delineated on a fine scale based on detailed
soil and vegetation sampling. Watercourses that fall outside of the site, but that fall within 100
m of the proposed activities were delineated based on desktop analysis of vegetation gradients
visible from aerial imagery.

e The site visit conducted on the 3 to the 7t of January 2022, site access was an issue and not
all sites could be visited. Access was arranged to sites situated within the Sasol boundary and
the sites were revisited on the 3 and 5" of February 2022, during this site visit water levels
were too high and flood conditions were observed. The site visit was re-scheduled and
conducted on the 22" to the 24" of February 2022.
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e This report as well as impact assessment methodology was provided to the specialist by the
CSIR as per contractual agreement.

e The detailed field visit for the wetland specialist was conducted from a once off field trip and
thus would not depict any seasonal variation in the wetland plant species composition and
richness.

e In order to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the aquatic ecosystem in
an area, ecological assessments should always consider investigations at different time scales
(across seasons/years) and through replication, as river systems are in constant change.

e As aquatic systems are directly linked to the frequency and quantity of rain it will influence the
systems drastically. If studies are done during dry months or dry seasons, the accuracy of the
report’s findings could be affected.

e Description of the depth of the regional water table and geohydrological and hydropedological
processes falls outside the scope of the current assessment

e Floodline calculations fall outside the scope of the current assessment.

o A Red Data scan, fauna and flora, and aquatic assessments were not included in the current
study

e Species composition described for landscape units aimed at depicting characteristic species
and did not include a survey for cryptic or rare species.

e The recreation grade GPS used for wetland and riparian delineations is accurate to within five
meters.

e Watercourses delineation plotted digitally may be offset by at least five meters to either side.
Furthermore, it is important to note that, during the course of converting spatial data to final
drawings, several steps in the process may affect the accuracy of areas delineated in the
current report. It is therefore suggested that the no-go areas identified in the current report be
pegged in the field in collaboration with the surveyor for precise boundaries. The scale at which
maps and drawings are presented in the current report may become distorted should they be
reproduced by for example photocopying and printing.

e The calculation of buffer zones does not take into account climate change or future changes to
watercourses resulting from increasing catchment transformation.

¢ No Mitigation Hierarchy or alternative layouts were discussed since this information was not
available at the time of the assessment. This constitutes an important limitation to the study
and should be included in an updated version of the assessment in order to provide a ‘big
picture ‘view of the project.

¢ Findings, recommendations and conclusions provided in this report are based on the authors’
best scientific and professional knowledge and information available at the time of compilation.
The methods used for biomonitoring often require the author to make a predicted estimation
based on prior knowledge and learning. These are however the methods as requested by the
client and also accepted methods in the field of aquatic ecology.

e Sampling by its nature means that the entire study area cannot be assessed. In this case, the
entirety of the study site could not be assessed due to time constraints and access restrictions.
Therefore, the assessment findings are only applicable to the areas sampled and extrapolated
to the rest of the study site.

e Due to the large extent of the study site several areas did not have access, and extrapolation
was used here. It is advised that additional studies be conducted during the installation phase
and the footprint of each pylon is assessed and possibly moved if need be.

e Large floods effected the area during the initial field visit, leading to many inaccessible roads
and areas. A follow up study is suggested for any field gaps.
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e Several changes were made to the layout after the initial fieldwork was conducted, therefore
not all section were assessed on a fine scale. Ideally these areas should be revisited during a
walk down prior to construction in order to ensure that no wetlands are overlooked.

2.3. Consultation Processes Undertaken

The environmental department of Sasol Secunda Operations was consulted for historic reports related
to biomonitoring as well as wetland delineation.

3. Description of Project Aspects relevant to the Aquatic Biodiversity Assessment

The following information regarding the proposed development was received by ENERTRAG South Africa
(Pty) Ltd (hereinafter referred to as “ENERTRAG”) and is copied here verbatim:

the Project Applicant is proposing the construction of a 132 kV overhead transmission power line and
associated EGI to feed the electricity generated by the proposed Vhuvhili SEF to the switching station
at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF. The electricity will be transferred from the proposed on-site
substation at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF via a 132 kV power line which extends approximately 12 km
in length to the proposed switching station at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF.

It is important to note that this BA process only includes the assessment of the proposed 132 kV
power line to transfer the electricity from the proposed Vhuvhili SEF to the proposed Mukondeleli
WEF switching station. The proposed Vhuvhili SEF, including the on-site substation and Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS), is subject to a separate Scoping and Environmental Impact
Assessment (S&EIA) process which is currently underway (DARDLEA NEAS Reference Number:
MPP/EIA/0001063/2022). The proposed Mukondeleli WEF, including the on-site switching station
to which the proposed 132 kV power line will connect, is also subject to a separate S&EIA process
(DARDLEA NEAS Reference Number: MPP/EIA/0001099/2022), as summarised below.

Table 4: Details of this BA process and related S&EIA processes underway
Project Process Authority EAP Status Subject
Reference this
Number application
and BA
process
Proposed Vhuvhili-to- | BA To be assigned | Paul Lochner | Application | Yes
Mukondeleli 132 kV power (CSIR) (EAP | submitted
line and associated EGI 2019/745)
Proposed Vhuvhili SEF S&EIA NEAS: Paul Lochner | Application | No
Proposed on-site substation MPP/EIA/0001 | (CSIR) (EAP | and Final
and BESS complex at the 063/2022 2019/745) Scoping
proposed Vhuvhili SEF site Report
submitted
Proposed Mukondeleli WEF S&EIA MPP/EIA/0001 | WSP WEF Final | No
Proposed switching station at 099/2022 Scoping
the proposed Mukondeleli Report
WEF site submitted

The Project Applicant is currently investigating four power line routing alternatives for the transfer
of the electricity generated by the proposed Vhuvhili SEF to the switching station at the proposed
Mukondeleli WEF. Please refer to Figure A-2 for the power line routing alternatives which are
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assessed as part of this BA process. The figure also includes the preferred and alternative
substation and BESS complexes at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF site and the two switching station
alternatives at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF site. It is important to note that these alternatives
will be assessed as part of the Vhuvhili SEF and the Mukondeleli WEF S&EIA processes
respectively.

The specialists were requested to assess the following power line routing alternatives:

Proposed alternatives should the Vhuvhili on-site substation hub A-B (Preferred) be built:

o Alternative 1 (Preferred) (A to E as marked in Figure 3

This is the Preferred power line routing should the proposed Preferred on-site substation hub
A-B at the Vhuvhili SEF site be built. The proposed 132 kV power line will extend from the
Preferred on-site substation hub at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF site to switching station E at the
proposed Mukondeleli WEF site.

o Alternative 2 (A to F as marked in Figure 3

Alternative proposed 132 kV power line that will extend from the Preferred on-site substation
hub A-B at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF site to switching station F at the proposed Mukondeleli
WEF site.

Proposed alternatives should the Vhuvhili on-site substation hub C-D (Alternative 2) be
built:

o Alternative 3 (Preferred) (C to E as marked in Figure 3)

This is the Preferred power line routing should the proposed Alternative 2 on-site substation
hub C-D at the Vhuvhili SEF site be built. The proposed 132 kV power line will extend from the
Alternative 2 on-site substation hub at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF site to switching station E at
the proposed Mukondeleli WEF site.

e Alternative 4 (C to F as marked in Figure 3

Alternative proposed 132 kV power line that will extend from the Alternative 2 on-site substation
hub C-D at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF site to switching station F at the proposed Mukondeleli
WEF site.

A description of the key components of the proposed power line and EGI project is provided in Table 5
below and is also discussed within the forthcoming sub-sections. It is important to note at the outset
that the exact specifications of the proposed project components will be determined during the detailed
engineering phase (subsequent to the issuing of EA, should such authorisation be granted for the
proposed power line and EGI project) but that the information provided below is seen as the worst-case
scenario for the proposed power line project.

Table 5: Description of the project components for the proposed 132 kV overhead power
line and associated EGI

Component Description

Power line/pylon height Upto40 m

Power line length Approx. 12 km
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Component Description
Power line capacity Up to 132 kV
Minimum conductor ground | Approx. 8.1 m

clearance

Distance between | Between 2.4 m and 3.8 m

conductors

Pylon type Monopole or steel lattice pylons, or combination of both where required.
Once built, the registered servitude will be up to 32 m wide in line with
guideline and requirements for 132 kV power lines stipulated in the 2011
Eskom Distribution Guide Part 19.

Servitude width Note that the entire servitude will not be cleared of vegetation. Vegetation

clearance within the servitude will be undertaken in compliance with
relevant standards and specifications.

Specialists were required to assess an approximately 200 m wide power
line corridor (100 m on either side of the centre line).

Associated Infrastructure

Service roads There are a number of existing gravel farm roads (some just jeep tracks)
with widths ranging between 4 m and 5 m located around and within the
proposed Vhuvhili power line corridor. A service road of approximately 5

m wide will be required below the power line.

Proximity to grid connection | The proposed 132 kV overhead power line will extend approximately 12
km from proposed Vhuvhili SEF to a switching station at the proposed

Mukondeleli WEF site.

As explained above, a 132 kV power line of approximately 12 km is proposed to feed electricity
from the on-site substation hub at the proposed Vhuvhili SEF to the switching station at the
proposed Mukondeleli WEF. The applicant provided four alternative power line routing alternatives
that are linked to the locality of the Vhuvhili on-site substation infrastructure as the starting point of
the proposed power line, and the Mukondeleli switching station infrastructure as the end point of
the proposed power line. The proposed power line will be supported by monopole or steel lattice
pylons, or a combination of both where required. The choice of pylon type will depend on whether
the pylons will be placed within a straight section within the power line corridor or at bends, as well
as how sharp the bend is.

The type of pylon to be used depends on the topography and the alignment of the power line
corridor. In general, monopole-type pylons are used for transmission lines with shorter spans,
whereas steel lattice-type pylons are only used where long spans (>500m) across valleys and
rivers are required.

Insulators will be used to connect the conductors to the towers. The span lengths are estimated to
range between 200 m and 300 m. The exact specifications of the proposed pylon component will be
determined during the detailed engineering phase and that the information provided below is seen as
the worst-case scenatrio.

As noted above, the power line will be constructed within the assessed 200 m wide EGI corridor.

The proposed EGI corridor can be accessed via the D619 gravel road to the west of the northern portion
of the corridor and via the tarred D823 road along the southern portion of the corridor. The D823 road
connects the site with the R546, an arterial route that connects to the N17 national road north of the
proposed project.
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The current width of the D823 and D619 roads is approximately 5 m. It is proposed that these existing
roads will be upgraded and widened to a maximum width of 10 m. The widening and upgrading of the
existing roads are being assessed as part of the separate S&EIA process which is currently being
undertaken for the proposed Vhuvhili SEF.

Service roads will also be constructed below the power lines for maintenance purposes. The service
roads are expected to be composed of gravel and extend approximately 5 m wide. Exact specifications
of the widening, length and upgrading of the farm gravel roads will be confirmed during the detailed
design phase.

Underground power lines are not feasible because of technical losses involved with large lengths of
underground cables and high costs. Maintenance is also easier on suspended power lines in comparison
to underground cables, the latter of which would also result in more terrestrial disturbance.

Note that the specialists were required to assess a 100 m buffer around the substation and BESS
complex, and a 200m corridor width for the power line (100 m on either side of the centre line).

This will allow for micro-siting during project construction.

The proposed project can be divided into the following three main phases:

e ConstructionPhase;
e Operational Phase; and
¢ Decommissioning Phase.

Construction Phase

The construction phase will take place subsequent to the issuing of an EA from the Competent Authority
(i.e., the Mpumalanga DARDLEA) and once the commercial agreements have been concluded with a
suitable off-taker, which could either be private off-takers (such as Sasol) or via a public procurement
programme (such as the REIPPPP). The construction phase for the proposed 132 kV overhead power
line and associated EGI project is expected to be up to 24 months.

The main activities that are proposed to take place during the construction phase will entail:

=  Site preparations, construction of servitude access and detailed geotechnical investigations of
the power line servitude and grid corridor footprint;

=  Preparation of a detailed layout of the grid connection infrastructure;

= Removal of vegetation within the power line servitude and substation site for the placement of
pylons and EGI, where necessary;

=  Stockpiling of topsoil and vegetation will be retained for replanting, where necessary;

= Establishment of a temporary laydown area for storage of construction equipment and
machinery;

= Excavations of pylon infrastructure and associated anchorage, as well as busbar foundations;

= Onsite assembly and erection of pylon tower sections and stringing of the power line cables;
and

* Rehabilitation of disturbed areas and removal of equipment and machinery following
completion of power line construction.

Operational Phase
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The following key activities will occur during the operational phase of the proposed project:

= Transmission of electricity generated by the proposed authorised Vhuvhili SEF (should
authorisation be granted) to the switching station at the proposed Mukondeleli WEF site (subject to
a separate EIA process) when it becomes operational;

= On-going maintenance of the grid connection infrastructure; and

= Bush clearing within the power line servitude in accordance with Eskom’s safety requirements.

During the life span of the proposed project, on-going maintenance will be required on a scheduled
basis. In general, maintenance on the structures will involve visual inspection, and only equipment that
fails will be replaced in a manner similar to that of construction activities. The EMPr includes the
requirement for method statements to be compiled prior to the operational phase to describe the manner
in which maintenance will be undertaken.

Decommissioning Phase

The main aim of decommissioning is to return the land to its original, pre-construction condition. All
decommissioned materials will be recycled (as far as technically possible), or else be disposed of in
accordance with local regulations and international best practice, where possible.

Service Provision Requirements:Water Usage

During the construction phase of the proposed power line project, water will be sourced from a
registered water service provider or from existing boreholes within the Vhuvhili SEF site. If boreholes
are utilised, sustainable yield practises will be implemented to ensure no negative impacts on the
environment or downstream uses. Water use during the construction phase will mainly be required for:

= Human consumption (potable drinking water will be provided from a third-party service
provider);

= Ablution facilities;

= Road construction;

= Road compaction and dust suppression; and

= Concrete production and curing for the construction of foundations for the power line and EGI,
i.e., pylons, substations, etc.

Each activity undertaken as part of the above phases may have environmental impacts and has
therefore been assessed by the specialist assessments.

Sewage or Liquid Effluent

The proposed project will require sewage services for personnel during the construction phase. The
generation of small volumes of sewage or liquid effluent are estimated as liquid effluent will be limited
to the ablution facilities during the construction phase. Portable sanitation facilities (i.e., chemical toilets)
will be used during the construction phase, which will be regularly serviced and emptied by a registered
third-party contractor on a regular basis. Service slips will be obtained from the contractor and these
slips will be kept in the site environmental file for auditing purposes as proof of appropriate servicing
and emptying of chemical toilets.

Solid Waste Generation
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Solid waste which comprises hazardous and non-hazardous (or general) waste will be generated
mainly during the construction phase of the proposed power line project. Non-hazardous solid
waste materials could include the following:

= Office and general waste material such as cardboard, plastic and wooden packaging;
= Electrical grid waste components such as cable off-cuts and derelict transformers, etc;
= Building rubble, discarded bricks, wood and concrete;

= Domestic waste generated by on-site construction staff; and

= Vegetation waste generated from the clearing of vegetation.

Minimal hazardous waste materials are expected to be generated during the construction and
operational phases. Hazardous waste components could include fuels, oils, lubricants, chemicals
and contaminated soils (in the event of accidental spillages).

Solid waste will be managed via the EMPr during the construction and operational phases, which
incorporates proper waste management principles. During the construction phase, general solid
waste will be collected and temporarily stockpiled in skips in a designated area on site and
thereafter removed and disposed of at a registered waste disposal facility on a regular basis by an
approved waste disposal Contractor (i.e., a suitable Contractor) or the local municipality. Any
hazardous waste will be temporarily stockpiled (for less than 90 days) in a designated area on site
(i.e., placed in leak-proof storage skips), and thereafter removed off site by a suitable service
provider for safe disposal at a registered hazardous waste disposal facility.

Waste disposal slips and waybills will be obtained for the collection and disposal of the general and
hazardous waste. These disposal slips (i.e., safe disposal certificates) will be kept in the site
environmental file for auditing purposes as proof of disposal. The waste disposal facility selected will
be suitable and able to receive the specified waste stream (i.e., hazardous waste will only be disposed
of at a registered/licenced waste disposal facility). The details of the disposal facility will be finalised
during the contracting process, prior to the commencement of construction. Where possible, recycling
and re-use of material will be encouraged.

Electricity Requirements

In terms of electricity supply during the construction phase, the Project Developer will make use of
generators on site.

4. Baseline Environmental Description

In this section the baseline environment will firstly be described based on the desktop assessment
conducted prior to the site visit as well as the project specific description which is based on the findings of
the field assessments conducted by the wetland and aquatic specialist.

The study site is situated on several farm portions as mentioned in the previous section. The study site is
located near Secunda. The approximate central coordinates are 26°36'52.93"S and 29°14'1.77"E (Figure
4).
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Figure 3: Proposed Vhuvhili 132 kV Power line routing and associated EGI
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4.1.

General Description

A review of available literature and spatial data formed the basis of a characterisation of the biophysical environment. Table 6 below provides a summary of the

important aspects.

Table 6: Summary of the desktop analysis of the study site
Level of | Information or Source Significance specific to the study site Figure and
significance Reference
RAMSAR No World Heritage sites within 50km of site. The Blesbokspruit RAMSAR wetlands | (Ramsar)
s are approximately 100 km west of site.
o
g
£
Protected Areas There are no protected areas in close proximity to the study site. (South
African
Protected
Areas
Database)
Threatened Ecosystems The study site is situated within the Soweto Highveld Grassland which is Vulnerable. | (RSA, 2011)
Water Management Area (WMA) C12D and C12E quaternary catchment. Vaal Major WMA.: rivers include the Wilge, | (Figure 5,
Liebenbergsvlei, Mooi, Renoster, Vals, Sand, Vet, Harts, Molopo and Vaal DWS)
_ National Freshwater Priority Areas The study site is situated within an upstream FEPA. Upstream FEPA'’s are areasin | (Nel et al.,
@ which human activities need to be managed to prevent damage to downstream | 2011)
2 FEPA’s. The Groot-Bossiespruit River and associated wetlands that drain into the
§ Groot-Bossiespruit River are all classified as NFEPA Wetlands. The main rivers
associated with the proposed project include the Groot-Bossiespruit River,
Boesmanspruit River and Klipspruit River.
Strategic Water Resources Areas Strategic Water Source Areas (SWSAs) surface and ground water areas have been | (Le  Maitre,
identified for South Africa. Strategic Water areas. Strategic water areas are defined | 2018)

as follows:

“Surface water SWSAs (SWSA-sw): Areas of land that supply a disproportionate
(i.e. relatively large) quantity of mean annual surface water runoff in relation to their
size. Groundwater SWSAs(SWSA-gw): Are areas which combine areas with high
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Level of | Information or Source Significance specific to the study site Figure and
significance Reference
groundwater availability as well as where this groundwater forms a nationally
important resource”. (Le Maitre, 2018)
The study site is not within a SWSA. Two of the Upper Vaal SWSA-sw are situated
to the north west (21 km) and to the south east (8 km).

Vegetation The study site overlays the Soweto Highveld Grassland (Gm8). Gently to moderately | (Mucina &
undulating landscape on the Highveld plateau supporting short to medium-high, | Rutherford
dense, tufted grassland dominated almost entirely by Themeda triandra and | 2006, SANBI
accompanied by a variety of other grasses such as Elionurus muticus, Eragrostis | 2006-)
racemosa, Heteropogon contortus and Tristachya leucothrix. In places not
disturbed, only scattered small wetlands, narrow stream alluvia, pans and
occasional ridges or rocky outcrops interrupt the continuous grassland cover.

National  Biodiversity = Assessment | Critically Endangered, Endangered and Vulnerable ecosystems are collectively | (Figure 7,

(NBA) 2018 referred to as threatened ecosystems and may be listed as such in terms of the | Skowno et
Biodiversity Act. The PES perennial tributary of the Klipspruit River as well as the | al., 2018,
southern non perennial tributary of the Kilpspruit and the Boesmanspruit all have a | Van
Present Ecological State (PES) of C-F indicating they are moderately to critically | Deventer, et
modified. The Groot-Bossiespruit has a PES of E-F indicating a seriously to critically | al., 2019)

modified system. The Ecosystem Threat Status (ETS) is Critically Endangered, and
the Ecosystem Protection Level (EPL) of the Klipspruit is poorly protected for all of
the rivers surrounding the gridline.

The wetlands in and around the study site have been classified as Mesic Highveld
Grassland Group 3 wetlands

APPENDIX D.5 — Aquatic Biodiversity and Species Impact Assessment

35 of 153




APPENDICES

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility,

near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province

Level
significance

of

Information or Source

Significance specific to the study site

Figure and
Reference

PES 2014

The Present Ecological State (PES), Ecological Importance (El) and Ecological
Sensitivity (ES) was determined per Sub Quaternary Reaches (SQR) for Secondary
Catchments in South Africa. The SQRs within close proximity to the site are as
follows:

1657(PES=E)(El=Low)(ES=Moderate)
1660(PES=C)(El=Moderate)(ES=Moderate)
1662(PES=C)(EI=Moderate)(ES=Moderate)

1712(PES=C)(EI=High)(ES=High)

A PES of a B indicates the reach is largely natural, C indicates the reach is
moderately modified, D indicates the reach is largely modified and a PES of E
indicates that the reach is seriously modified.

(Figure 8,
DWS, 2014).

Provincial

Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan
(MBSP)

In 2014, the Mpumalanga Parks and Tourism Agency developed the MBSP. In
essence the MBSP is a map guiding areas of conservation concern for the
Mpumalanga Province. Two maps have been developed, namely one for terrestrial
biodiversity, and the other for freshwater biodiversity. The MBSP maps the
freshwater ecosystems of Mpumalanga into the following categories:

. Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) — areas of high biodiversity value, needed
to meet biodiversity targets. These areas should be maintained in natural or near
natural state;

. Ecological Support Areas — these areas support CBAs, but are not essential
for meeting conservation targets;

. Other Natural Areas — these areas have natural characteristics but have not
been earmarked as priority areas for conservation but perform a range of biological
as well as ecological functions;

. Heavily Modified Areas — Areas that have been impacted and have had a
significant or complete loss of natural habitat and ecological function.

Both the Offtaker End Options (E & F) are located in a CBA Irreplaceable Area.
Substation 1 (Option A & B) is located in a CBA Optimal Area while Substation 2 C
is located in a Moderately Modified (Old Land) area and Substation 2 D is located in
a Heavily Modified area. The proposed routes traverse different CBA units including
CBA Optimal, Moderately Modified (Old Lands), Heavily Modified, CBA
Irreplaceable and Other Natural Areas.

(Figure 9,
Figure 10,
Lotter et al.,
2014))
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Figure 5: Hydrology of the study site and surrounds as per existing spatial layers
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Figure 6: Locality of Strategic Water Source Areas relevant to the study site
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Figure 7.  Present Ecological state of the rivers and streams surrounding the study site based on the 2018 National Biodiversity Assessment
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Figure 9: The proposed Vhuvhili 132 kV Overhead Power line and Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure (EGI) site in relation to the MBSP
Terrestrial Assessment
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Figure 10: The proposed Vhuvhili 132 kV Overhead Power line and Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure (EGI) site in relation to the MBSP
aquatic
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In addition to the relevant international, national and provincial conservation importance of the aquatic
ecosystems which could potentially be affected by the proposed development the following abiotic aspects
are relevant to the study site (Table 7).

Table 7: A summary of abiotic aspects which informed the report
Abiotic Feature Description Figure and or reference

Climate Summer-rainfall region (MAP 662 mm). | Mucina & Rutherford, 2006
Cool-temperate climate with thermic
continentality (high extremes between
maximum summer and minimum winter
temperatures, frequent occurrence of
frost, large thermic diurnal differences

Geology The study site is underlain by | Figure 11, ENPAT
predominantly Dolorite with only a very
small section of Alternative 2 located on
Arenite.

Soll The entire study site is underlain by the | ENPAT
soil/land type Eal7 - One or more of:
vertic, melanic, red structured diagnostic
horizons, undifferentiated.

Hydrology and | The watercourses in catchment C12D all | Figure 5
Drainage drains into the Grootbossiespruit River
and the small section located in
catchment C12E drain into the
Boesmanspruit..

In addition to the abiotic aspects as well as conservation significance of the site highlighted in the literature
review, historical imagery dating back to 1955 was consulted.

Historical imagery of the study site indicates that large sections of the study area were historically and
currently impacted by farming including agriculture and grazing (Figure 12). From a watercourse point of
view, it should be noted that a large proportion of these current and historical cultivated lands border on
watercourses, and therefore impact on the functionality of these wetlands and rivers. Several gullies and
trenches from the wetlands can be seen indicating the possibility of attempting to drain the wetlands to aid
agriculture. These artificial trenches can create artificial wet areas in an already very wet landscape, this is
the case for a wetland area found at Offtaker Substation 2 (F). Infrastructure, especially from mining and
industry has increased significantly especially towards the north of the study area. This has further
significantly impacted on the watercourses. Additionally, it can be seen that the area where Substation 2
(C & D) is proposed has been cultivated since 1955 (Figure 12).
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Figure 11: Geology of the proposed Vhuvhili Gridline and proposed activities
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Figure 12: Historical image of 1955 indicating prolonged farming activities on the study site, and especially on the Substation 2 Alternative
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4.2. Project Specific Description

This section describes the baseline aquatic environment surrounding the Vhuvhili 132 kV Overhead Power
line and Associated Electrical Grid Infrastructure (EGI) areas based on the fieldwork conducted.

4.2.1. Watercourse classification and delineation

Eight (8) wetlands cross the proposed line or occur within close proximity to the substations. Wetland 1, 4

and 5 fall within the catchment C12E. Wetlands 2, 3, 6, 7

and 8 fall in catchment C12D. Wetland 1 and 2

drain into the Boesmanspruit River. Wetland 3 drains into the Groot-Bossiespruit River. The wetlands are
further classified according to Hydrogeomorphic units which encompass three key elements (Kotze et al.,

2005):

Geomorphic setting - This refers to the landform,

its position in the landscape and how it evolved

(e.g. through the deposition of river borne sediment);

Water source - There are usually several sources, although their relative contributions will vary

amongst wetlands, including precipitation, groundwater flow, stream flow, etc.; and

Hydrodynamics - This refers to how water moves through the wetland.

A summary of Levels 1 to 4 of the Classification System is presented in Table 8 below:

Table 8: Level 3 classification structure for Inland Systems

Wetland / Aquatic Ecosystem Context

Level 1: System Level 2: Regional Setting

Level 3: Landscape Unit

Valley Floor - gently sloping lowest surface of a valley,
excluding mountain headwater zones.

DWA Level 1 Ecoregions

Or

Slope - located on the side of a mountain, hill or valley
that is steeper than lowland or upland floodplain
zones.

Inland Systems NFEPA WetVeg Groups

Or

Plain - extensive area of low relief. Different from
valley floors in that they do not lie between two side
slopes, characteristic of lowland or upland floodplains.

Other Special Framework

Bench (Hilltop / Saddle / Shelf) - an area of mostly
level or nearly level high ground, including
hilltops/crests, saddles and shelves/terraces/ledges.
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Functional Unit

Level 4: Hydrogeomorphic (HGM) Unit

Longitudinal
Zonation / Landform /
HGM Type Landform / Inflow
Outflow Drainage
Drainage
A B C

Seep:

A wetland area located on

(gently to steeply) sloping Overland

land, which is dominated by | " . Mok 1

th(_a colluvial (|.e... grgvny- g Vi Without

driven), unidirectional | water table - L Channel Not Applicable

movement of material down- . -\ e Inflow

Interflow < q ‘\\,_
slope. Seeps are often % N Channelled
. tflow*

located on the side-slopes of / euen

a valley but they do not, ’

typically, extend into a valley Groundwater Infiltration

inflow*

floor. SEEP * Not always present

Floodplain:

Linear fluvial, net

depositional valley bottom

surfaces which have a

meandering channel which

develop upstream of a local

(e.g. resistant dyke) base

level, or close to the mouth of ' i Overiand _

the river (upstream of the b V.. niow | Floodplain Not Applicable

ultimate base level, the sea) . N _ Flat

. Concentrated ~ ]Fluctuatmg
The meandenng channel | unidirectional water table

flows within an unconfined
depositional valley, and ox-
bows or cut-off meanders
evidence of meandering —
are usually visible at the 1:10
000 scale (i.e. observable
from 1:10 000 orthomaps).

flow

s
- o
D A Riparian zone
7

Infiltration s How
O it Active channel
inflow™
RIVER * Not always present
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Valley bottom without a
channel

Linear fluvial, net
depositional valley bottom
surfaces which do not have
a channel. The valley floor is
a depositional environment
composed of fluvial or
colluvial deposited
sediment. These systems
tend to be found in the upper
catchment areas, or at
tributary junctions where the
sediment from the tributary
smothers the main drainage
line.

flow

Evapotranspiration

Channelled inflow*

LN

3 ; . Overland inflow
v

_.=" |Fluctuating
555 water table

i \I N
/
o

Diffuse
unidirectional

\\1 Wﬁ\ \ Infiltration
N Groundwater inflow*

UNCHANNELLED VALLEY-BOTTOM WETLAND  * Not always present

Interflow

Not
Applicable

Not Applicable

Buffer zones were calculated for the wetlands following Macfarlane et al., (2015). Results for each wetland

unit are as follows:

N~ ®WNE

Seepage with Artificial Characteristics historical trenches — 42 m
Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m

Seepage Wetland — 61 m

Seepage Wetland — 31 m

Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m

Valley Bottom Wetlands — 61m

Seepage Wetland — 37 m

Dammed section of Floodplain Wetland — 37 m

Figure 13 shows the delineated watercourses relative to the study areas together with buffer zones and the
500m DWS regulated area. Sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.4 discuss the wetlands briefly.
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Figure 13: Delineated watercourses together with their calculated buffer zones and the 500 m DWS regulated area
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4.2.2. Watercourse Composition

It should be noted that the study occurred during a particularly high rainfall season and the vegetation
growth was robust in an already very wet landscape, and wetness signatures were abundant albeit due to
rare flooding events. Due to the high rainfall a few hydrophytic wetland species occurred in areas with poor
drainage and prolonged saturation (such as roadsides and small depressions) that would not normally
sustain wetland species. The soil of the study areas was characterised by dark clay soils which also may
form temporary wet areas during high rainfall events.

Many of the wetlands were fragmented and/or encroached by current and historical agricultural lands. In
the case of active agricultural fields where aerial images indicate a potential wetness signature, the
vegetation and soil was completely transformed and impacted and wetland species were not recorded
here, although hydrologically the flow of wetlands are still potentially important features. The wetlands alll
occur on the same vegetation type classified as Soweto Highveld Grassland (Mucina & Rutherford 2006).
This vegetation type was previously classified as Moist Clay Highveld Grassland (Low & Rebelo, 1996)
and although individual wetlands will have some degree of unique vegetation, the dominant species are
expected to be similar in composition. As previously mentioned, the agriculture and grazing, as well as
many other recorded impacts affect the composition and increases Alien Invasive Species (AIS) recorded
at and near these impacts.

Common sedges and forbs include: Cyperus congestus, Cyperus esculentus, Cyperus haematocephalus,
Cyperus laevigatus, Cyperus longus, var. longus, Cyperus fastigiatus, Eleocharis spp. Rumex lanceolatus,
Hypoxis obtuse, Berkheya spp., Typha capensis, Kyllinga erecta, Kyllinga melanosperma Phragmites
australis, Schoenoplectus corymbosus, Senecio latifolius, Senecio coronatus Haplocarpha scaposa,
Helichrysum nudifolium var. nudifolium, Helichrysum rugulosum and Schoenoplectus muricinux.

The dominant grass species include: Andropogon appendiculatus, Setaria sphacelata, Themeda triandra,
Paspalum dilatatum, Eragrostis plana, Eragrostis curvula, Eragrostis chloromelas, Leersia hexandra,
Sporobolus africanus, Sporobolus fimbrianthus, Andropogon eucomus and Cynodon dactylon.

The dominant Alien Invasive Species (AIS) recorded in the study area include: Solanum elaeagnifolium,
Oenothera rosea, Pennisetum clandestinum, Verbena bonariensis, Conyza canadensis,
Pseudognaphalium luteo-album, Plantago lanceolate, Cosmos bipinnatus, Cirisium vulgare, Persicaria
lapathifolia, Tagaets minuta, Bidens pilosa, Bidens bipinnata, Oxalis latifolia, trifolium repens and the
common woody AIS include: Populus x canescens, Eucalyptus spp, Salix babylonica, Sesbania punicea,
Tamarix ramosissima and Pinus spp.

It should also be noted that several plant species of conservation concern are known to occur in the area
or have been recorded in the study site These include: Nerine gracilis, Gladiolus robertsoniae, Kniphofia
typhoides, Boophone disticha, Hypoxis hemerocallidea, Crinum bulbispermum and Eucomis autumnalis.

The soils of the wetlands differed and ranged from dark clay soil to loam soil.

Gridline Options

Four potential route options as well as four potential substations were investigated. This includes the
following options:

e Alternative 1:132 kV (A to E)
e Alternative 2:132 kV (Ato F)
e Alternative 3:132 kV (C to E)
e Alternative 4:132 kV (C to F) - Preferred
e Alternative 1: On-site substation hub

o Offtaker Substation A

o |IPP Substation B
e Alternative 2: On-site substation hub
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o Offtaker Substation C

o IPP Substation D - Preferred
e Switching station E
e Switching station F - Preferred

kVkVkVkVThe alternative route options follow the same route for most of the study and only diverge
near the substations. Both Substation C & D are located on areas previously farmed (from circa 1955),
however, Substation D is located on an area also currently farmed and is therefore considered not be
a sensitive area. It also falls within an area listed as Heavily Modified. Additionally, Substation D falls
outside of the DWS regulated area and would thus be easier to authorise and is therefore preferred.
Both substations E & F are located on a CBA Irreplaceable area and are thus not ideal. It should be
further noted that the Offtaker End Options (E & F) are the same options described in the Report
Mukondeleli GRIDLINE (and therefore the same option is thus preferred). The preferred option between
switching station E and F is F. This is due to the close access to a road and therefore no additional
roads are necessary. Furthermore, substation E is located in the headwaters of a wetland and falls
within the buffer zone of the wetland. Although another wetland encroaches onto the footprint of
switching station F, the wetland is considered to be artificial (based on historical imagery) and thus has
less functionality. Another wetland is located approximately 80 m from switching station F, it is however
considered far enough to negate potential impacts and is separated from the substation by a road. The
preferred route option is thus 132kV Overhead power line — Alternative 4 (C to F) — Although the
substation should be D.

4.2.3. Watercourse Functional Assessment

Some of the impacts recorded during the site visit include increased hardened surfaces from roads and
service roads, diggings, current and historical farming and grazing, sedimentation, increased water input
from artificial channels and slime dams (and other sources from the Sasol and mines), large densities of
AIS, numerous furrows and trenches leading to and from the wetland, foreign material input such as
sewerage and mine sediment. Some of these impacts relate to reduced water quality such as slime dams
and other mining infrastructure.

4.2.4. Integrity Scores

Table 9 presents a summary of the assessment methodologies applied to determine scores for the
components of watercourse function and integrity. A summary of the integrity scores for each wetland is
listed in Table 10 and is visually presented in Figure 14, Figure 15 and Figure 16.

Table 9: Summary of the methodologies used to determine function and integrity scores for
the watercourses associated with the study site.

WetHealth V2 (EC/PES) (Macfarlane et al., 2020)

Environmental Importance and Sensitivity category (EIS) (Kotze et al., 2020)
WetEcosystem Services V2 (ES) (Kotze et al., 2020)

Ecological Importance (El) (Rountree & Kotze., 2013 and DWAF, 1999)
Recommended Ecological Category (REC) Rountree et al., (2013)

Site Ecological Importance (SANBI, 2020)

A total of eight (8) wetland areas were recorded to cross the proposed power line or encroach into the
substation areas. The wetlands are described as the following with calculated buffer zones:

Seepage with Artificial Characteristics historical trenches — 42 m
Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m

Seepage Wetland — 61 m

Seepage Wetland — 31 m

Valley Bottom Wetlands — 79m

arwNE
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6. Valley Bottom Wetlands — 61m
7. Seepage Wetland —37 m
8. Dammed section of Floodplain Wetland — 37 m
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Table 10: Summary of the scores of the wetland units
Wetland Wetland Wetland | Calculated WetHealth Ecological WetEcosystem Environmental Recommended
number Type and | System | Buffer Zone | V2 (EC/PES) | Importance (El) | Services V2 (ES) | Importance and | Ecological Category
Drainage (Macfarlane | (Rountree & | (Kotze et al., 2020) | Sensitivity (REC) Rountree et
et al., 2020) Kotze., 2013 category (EIS) | al., (2013)
and DWAF, (Kotze et al,
1999) 2020)
1 Seepage 42 m E - Seriously | Ecological Biodiversity Low Maintain at C
with Modified Importance & | maintenance
Artificial Sensitivity - | importance —Low
Character Low Regulating
Istics Hydro- services
historical Functional importance - Low
trenches Importance - | provisioning and
Low cultural  services
Direct Human | importance - Low
Benefits - Low
2 Valley 79m C - | Ecological Biodiversity High Maintain at C
Bottom Moderately Importance & | maintenance
Wetland Modified Sensitivity - | importance —High
Very High Regulating
Hydro- services
Functional importance - High
Importance - | provisioning  and
High cultural  services
Direct Human | importance -
Benefits - High | Moderate
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3 Seepage 61m D - Largely | Ecological Biodiversity Low D — Maintain at D
Wetland Modified Importance & | maintenance
Sensitivity - | importance —Low
Low Regulating
Hydro- services
Functional importance - Low
Importance - | provisioning  and
Low cultural  services
Direct Human | importance - Low
Benefits - Low
4 Seepage 31m E - Seriously | Ecological Biodiversity Low Improve to D
Wetland Modified Importance & | maintenance
Sensitivity - | importance —Low
Low Regulating
Hydro- services
Functional importance - Low
Importance - | provisioning and
Low cultural  services
Direct Human | importance - Low
Benefits - Low
5 Valley 79 m C - | Ecological Biodiversity High C -Maintain at C
Bottom Moderately Importance & | maintenance
Wetland Modified Sensitivity - | importance -
Moderate Moderate
Hydro- Regulating
Functional services
Importance - | importance - High
High Provisioning  and
Direct Human | cultural services
Benefits - High | importance - High
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6 Valley 61m D - Largely | Ecological Biodiversity Low D — Maintain at D
Bottom Modified Importance & | maintenance
Wetland Sensitivity - | importance -

Moderate Moderate

Hydro- Regulating

Functional services

Importance - | importance -

Moderate Moderate

Direct Human | Provisioning and

Benefits - Low | cultural  services
importance - Low

7 Seepage 37m D - Largely | Ecological Biodiversity Moderate D — Maintain at D
Wetland Modified Importance & | maintenance

Sensitivity - | importance -

Moderate Moderate

Hydro- Regulating

Functional services

Importance - | importance -

Moderate Moderate

Direct Human | Provisioning and

Benefits - | cultural  services

Moderate importance -
Moderate

8 Dammed 37m D - Largely | Ecological Biodiversity High D — Maintain at D
section of Modified Importance & | maintenance
Floodplai Sensitivity - | importance —High
n Wetland Moderate Regu|ating

Hydro- services

Functional importance -
Importance - | Moderate

High Provisioning  and
Direct Human | cultural  services
Benefits -High | importance - High
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Wetland
number

Wetland
Type and
Drainage

Wetland
System

Calculated
Buffer Zone

WetHealth
V2 (EC/PES)
(Macfarlane
et al., 2020)

Ecological
Importance (El)
(Rountree &

Kotze., 2013
and DWAF,
1999)

WetEcosystem

Services V2 (ES)

(Kotze et al., 2020)

Environmental
Importance and
Sensitivity
category (EIS)
(Kotze et al,,
2020)

Recommended
Ecological Category
(REC) Rountree et
al., (2013)
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4.2.5. Site Ecological Importance

Based on the Species Environmental Assessment Guideline (SANBI, 2020) wetlands and specialised
habitats should be assessed based on their Site Ecological Importance (SEl). The SEI is based on
several factors (Annexure E).

Based on these methods the wetlands are determined as per the following (Table 10, Table 11and

Figure 14).

Table 11: Ecological Importance of all wetland areas recorded on the study site
Habitat Conservation Functional Biodiversity | Receptor Site
Importance Integrity (FI) Importance | Resilience Ecological
(Ch Importance
Wetland 2-7 High — Medium — | Medium - | Very Low - | Based on BI —
Confirmed Some Based on CI | Wetlands are | Medium and
occurrence of | historical and FI not easily | RR —Very Low
wetlands within | impacts  and restored = High
the AIS recorded without
development significant
footprint rehabilitation.
Many species
are dependent
on functional
wetland
habitat.
Wetland 1 Low—-Dueto | Low — Large | Low—Based | High — Due to | Low
historical amounts of | on Cl and FI | artificial nature
trenches and impacts
some artificial
inputs
4.2.6. Existing impacts noted on watercourses during site visit

Development has several impacts on the surrounding environment and particularly on a wetland. The main
impacts associated with the wetlands on the study site are current and historical agriculture, as well as
grazing animals. Several other impacts such as roads, Stormwater and other surface water inputs has an
impact on the hydrology and water quality of the wetlands. Current and historical diggings and trenches
have an impact on the geomorphology while the invasive species negatively impacts the vegetation
composition of the wetlands. Some of the recorded impacts are visually represented in the image below
(Figure 17).
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Figure 14: Present ecological state of each wetland unit in the proposed Vhuvhili GRIDLINE study area (Macfarlane et al., 2020)
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Figure 15: Environmental Importance and Sensitivity category (EIS) of the proposed Vhuvhili GRIDLINE study area (Kotze et al., 2020)
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Figure 16: Wetland sensitivity based on the Site Ecological Importance (SANBI, 2020) for the proposed Vhuvhili GRIDLINE study area.
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Figure 17: Characteristics of wetlands recorded on the proposed Vhuvhili GRIDLINE study site
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4.2.7. DWS 2016 Risk Assessment

An extract from the Risk Matrix spreadsheet presented in Table 12 below show that the expected risk score
for the proposed transmission structures including substations, assuming that the structures will not be placed
within a wetland/watercourse area or any buffer zones. The scores fall within the Low risk category. This
category refers to risk and impact on watercourses that can be managed so as to have a low nett impact on
the affected watercourses. This score is based on the assumption that the effective rehabilitation of disturbed
watercourses on a site specific rehabilitation plan will be implemented and that monitoring will be undertaken
to establish success of reestablishment of vegetation cover and water flow dynamics. An extract from the Risk
Matrix spreadsheet is presented in Table 12 below.
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Table 12:

RISK MATRIX (Based on DWS 2016 publication: Section 21 c and | water use Risk Assessment Protocol) Ennertag - Vhuvhili Gridline

ME .

NAME and REGISTRATION No of SACNASP Professional member: A Bootsma SACNASP # 400222/09

The DWS (2016) risk assessment matrix for the proposed development. Risk is determined after considering all listed control /
mitigation measures

Activity

Construction of
overhead
poweline and
substations

Operation of
the new
powerline

foundation for pylon

Aspect

Installation of

infrastructure

Construction of new
pylon structures

Movement of equipment
and personell during
stringing

Upgrade of access
roads

Long term presence of
upgraded infrastructure
in the wetland

Ad hoc repair and
maintenance to
structures

Impact

Loss of vegetation cover,
compaction of soils,
sedimentation, pollution and
alien invasive plant
establishment

Permanent changes to runoff
characteristics in the
watercourse including the
cumulative impact to
downstream watercourses
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4.2.8. Baseline aquatic assessment results

The 2022 baseline aquatic assessment was conducted by Andre Strydom (B.Tech. Nature Conservation,
UNISA) and all the sampling points listed in Table 2 were visited during the various site visit as mentioned
in section 2. The habitats at all sampling points were firstly evaluated by means of observations with regard
to their surroundings, possible causes of stressors or disturbances on aquatic ecosystems.

The outcome of this evaluation indicated that GRB5, GRB6 and VUB9 could be further assessed by means
of the sampling methods described in paragraph 2 on page 17 (a detailed description of how these methods
are executed, and how results obtained from each of these methods are interpreted, is contained in
Annexure F). No flow was present at site VUB8 and conditions were therefore unsuitable for sampling and
no access could be obtained at Site MUB1.

The following methods were used in this biomonitoring survey at these sampling points:
e Habitat evaluations:
e Observations regarding possible impacts and effects at each survey site;
e Measuring relevant in-situ water quality parameters and comparing the results obtained with the
TWQRs for aquatic ecosystems; and
¢ IHAS evaluation (Appendix E).

Species Response evaluations:
Aquatic Invertebrate response evaluation, making use of SASS5 (Appendix E).

The results obtained from the in situ measurement of temperature, pH, Electrical Conductivity, and DO are
summarised in Appendix F. The results obtained from the IHAS-scorecards are attached as Annexure G
and the SASS5 Score-sheets are attached as Appendix F.

The results obtained during this 2022 baseline aquatic assessment at these sites are discussed below.

Results of downstream affected site MUB1

Site MUBL is located in the headwaters of the Boesmanspruit in the C12E quaternary catchment.
Impacts that could potentially affect the site include residential areas located close to the site, invasive
plant species, roads and farming activities located upstream from the site.

Entry to this site could not be obtained during the site visits.

Results of downstream affected site GRB5

Site GRB5 is located in the Groot-Bossiespruit in the C12D quaternary catchment. It is situated
downstream of the proposed GRIDLINE. Surrounding land use that could potentially affect the site
includes dirt roads, bridges, and invasive plant species, as well as industrial and agricultural activities.
Surrounding land use includes residential areas, industrial activities, agriculture, mining and roads.

Table 13 contains an overview of the conditions observed at GRB5. The drivers and biotic response
observed at GRB5 are summarised in Table 14.
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Table 13: Overview of conditions observed at downstream site GRB5

GEOMORPHOLOGICAL VEGETATION QUATERNARY CATCHMENT
ZONE
Lower Soweto Highveld Grassland Cl2D

Table 14: Drivers and biotic responses at downstream site GRB5
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION

PHYSICO-CHEMICAL DRIVERS

IN SITUWATER  The visual appearance of the water prior to sampling was slightly discoloured. The in situ

QUALITY chemical parameters measured were all within the TWQRs for aquatic ecosystems, except for
the measured oxygen saturation (DO%) that was above sub lethal limits (78.3%) (Annexure
G).

HABITAT

The flow was low at the time of the survey. The substrate consisted primarily of mud. The IHAS
score was 45%, which indicates a habitat that is insufficient for supporting a diverse
macroinvertebrate community (Annexure G).

SPECIES RESPONSE
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INVERTEBRATES = The SASSS results obtained during this survey can be summarised as follows:

Feb 2022
SASS5
EC C
SASS5 51
score
Number of 11
Taxa
ASPT 4.63

Taxa present at this biomonitoring point during the 2022 baseline survey included Oligochaeta,
Hydracarina, Coenagrionidae, Aeshnidae, Corixidae, Gerridae, Notonectidae, Pleidae,
Veliidae, Dytiscidae, and Ceratopogonidae. Taxa that occurred in an abundance between 2 —
10 individuals included Coenagrionidae, Corixidae, Gerridae, and Notonectidae. One individual
of Oligochaeta, Hydracarina, Aeshnidae, Pleidae, Veliidae, Dytiscidae, and Ceratopogonidae
were recorded (Annexure G).

The SASS5 EC reflected a C category which suggests that the system was moderately
modified at the time of the survey.

Results of downstream site GRB6

Site GRB6 is situated within a tributary of the Klipspruit River downstream of a section of the planned
GRIDLINE layout. Land use surrounding GRB6 includes roads and agricultural activities.

Table 15 contains an overview of the conditions observed at GRB6. The drivers and biotic response
observed at GRB6 are summarised in Table 16.
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Table 15: Overview of conditions observed at downstream site GRB6

GEOMORPHOLOGICAL VEGETATION QUATERNARY
ZONE CATCHMENT
Lower Soweto Highveld Grassland C12D

APPENDIX D.5 — Aquatic Biodiversity and Species Impact Assessment
67 of 153



APPENDICES

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting
Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province

Table 16: Drivers and biotic responses at downstream site GRB6
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION

PHYSICO-CHEMICAL DRIVERS

IN SITUWATER | The visual appearance of the water prior to sampling was discoloured. The in situ chemical
QUALITY parameters measured were all within the TWQRSs for aquatic ecosystems (Annexure G).

HABITAT The flow was moderate at the time of the survey. Invasive plant species were present. The
substrate consisted primarily of mud. The IHAS score was 45%, which indicates a habitat that
is insufficient for supporting a diverse macroinvertebrate community (Annexure G).

SPECIES RESPONSE

INVERTEBRATES | The SASSS results obtained during this survey can be summarised as follows:

Feb 2022
SASSS | e
A
e o
ASPT 3.84

Taxa present at this biomonitoring point during the 2022 baseline survey included Oligochaeta,
Potamonautidae, Hydracarina, Baetidae, Coenagrionidae, Aeshnidae, Corixidae,
Notonectidae, Veliidae, Dytiscidae, Chironomidae, Culicidae, and Physidae. Taxa that
occurred in an abundance of between 10 — 100 individuals included Corixidae. Taxa that
occurred in an abundance of between 2 - 10 individuals included Oligochaeta, Hydracarina,
Baetidae, Coenagrionidae, Notonectidae, Veliidae, Dytiscidae, Chironomidae, and Physidae.
One individual of Potamonautidae, Aeshnidae, and Culicidae. were recorded (Annexure G).

The SASS5 EC reflected an E/F category, suggesting a seriously to critically modified system
at the time of the survey.

Results of upstream site VUB8

Site VUBS is situated within the southern non-perennial tributary of the Klipspruit River, upstream of the
proposed GRIDLINE layout. Land use surrounding VUBS includes roads and agricultural activities. VUB8
is situated downstream of a farm dam.

Table 17 contains an overview of the conditions observed at VUBS8. The drivers and biotic response
observed at VUB8 are summarised in Table 18.

APPENDIX D.5 — Aquatic Biodiversity and Species Impact Assessment
68 of 153



APPENDICES

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting
Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility, near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province

Table 17:  Overview of conditions observed at upstream site VUB8

GEOMORPHOLOGICAL VEGETATION QUATERNARY CATCHMENT
ZONE
Lower Soweto Highveld Grassland Cl2D

Table 18: Drivers and biotic responses at upstream site VUBS8
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION

PHYSICO-CHEMICAL DRIVERS

IN SITU The visual appearance of the water prior to sampling was discoloured. The in situ
WATER chemical parameters measured were all within the TWQRs for aquatic ecosystems,
QUALITY except for the measured oxygen saturation (DO%) that was below lethal limits

(17.4%) (Annexure G).

HABITAT There was no flow present at the site. Invasive plant species were present. The site
was not sampled due to lack of flow.
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Results of upstream site VUB9

Site VUB9 is situated downstream of VUBS8 and is situated within the southern perennial tributary of the
Klipspruit River, downstream of the proposed GRIDLINE layout. Land use surrounding VUB9 includes
roads and agricultural activities. VUB9 is situated downstream of a farm dam.

Table 19 contains an overview of the conditions observed at VUB9. The drivers and biotic response
observed at VUB9 are summarised in Table 20.

Table 19: Overview of conditions observed at downstream site VUB9

GEOMORPHOLOGICAL VEGETATION QUATERNARY CATCHMENT
ZONE
Lower Soweto Highveld Grassland Cl2D

Table 20: Drivers and biotic responses at downstream site VUB9
INDICATOR DESCRIPTION

PHYSICO-CHEMICAL DRIVERS

IN SITU The visual appearance of the water prior to sampling was discoloured. The in situ
WATER chemical parameters measured were all within the TWQRs for aquatic ecosystems,
QUALITY except for the measured oxygen saturation (DO%) that was above sub lethal limits

(70.1%) (Annexure G).
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HABITAT The flow was moderate at the time of the survey. Invasive species were present. The
substrate consisted mostly of mud and stones out of current. Limited gravel and
bedrock were sampled. The IHAS score was 63%, which indicates a habitat that is
insufficient for supporting a diverse macroinvertebrate community (Annexure G).

SPECIES RESPONSE

INVERTEBRAT = The SASSS results obtained during this survey can be summarised as follows:

ES Feb 2022
SASS5
EC D
SASS5 53
score
Number
of Taxa 14
ASPT 3.78

Taxa present at this biomonitoring point during the 2022 baseline survey included
Oligochaeta, Potamonautidae, Caenidae, Coenagrionidae, Aeshnidae, Libelludae,
Corixidae, Notonectidae, Dytiscidae, Gyrinidae, Hydrophilidae, Chironomidae,
Culicidae, and Planorbinae. Taxa that occurred in an abundance between 10 — 100
individuals included Corixidae. Taxa that occurred in an abundance between 2 — 10
individuals included Oligochaeta, Caenidae, Coenagrionidae, Libelludae,
Notonectidae, Dytiscidae, Gyrinidae, Hydrophilidae, Chironomidae, and Planorbinae.
One individual of Potamonautidae, Aeshnidae, and Culicidae were recorded
(Annexure G).

The SASS5 EC reflected a D category suggesting that the system was largely
modified at the time of the survey.

4.3. Identification of Environmental Sensitivities
4.3.1. Sensitivities identified by the National Web-Based Environmental Screening Tool
Based on the National Web-Based Environmental Screening tool the majority of the watercourses and

aquatic ecosystems surrounding the study site is classified as very high in terms of aquatic biodiversity
(Figure 18).
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Figure 18: Results of the National Web Based Screening Tool in terms of Aquatic Biodiversity for the proposed Vhuvhili EGI
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4.3.2. Outcome of the Specialist Site Sensitivity Analysis and Verification

In terms of the desktop assessment the study site has conservation significance both in terms of
national as well as provincial conservation planning. The site verification assessment indicated that the
proposed layout encroaches on the wetlands and their associated buffer areas.

The desktop assessment conducted by DWS indicated that the sub quaternary reaches surrounding
the study site are largely natural (B) to moderately modified (C). The site verification indicated that the
wetlands are moderately (C) to seriously modified (E) whilst the aquatic macroinvertebrates indicated
that the aquatic ecosystems are largely (D) to seriously/critically (E/F) modified. Therefore, the wetland
and aquatic ecosystems surrounding the study site do not conform to the DWS desktop assessment
and are more impacted than expected.

Based on the field assessments, the wetland delineation and buffer indicate that the current layout
encroaches on the wetlands as well as their respective buffer areas. Although the wetland and aquatic
ecosystems are impacted, they still fulfil important ecosystem services and also form part of national
and provincial conservation targets. ldeally a walk down should be done on site once the location of
each pylon is available to ensure the footprints remain outside of watercourses as far as possible.

4.3.3. Sensitivity Analysis Summary Statement

Although the wetland and aquatic ecosystems are impacted, they still fulfil important ecosystem services
and also form part of national and provincial conservation targets. It is therefore recommended that the
wetlands, aquatic ecosystems and the buffer areas as indicated in Figure 13 are considered of high
sensitivity with the exception of one artificial wetland area scored as low.

5. Alternative Development Footprints

Four potential route options as well as Four Potential Substations were investigated. This includes the
following options:

e Alternative 1:132 kV (A to E)
o Alternative 2:132 kV (Ato F)
e Alternative 3:132 kV (C to E)
e Alternative 4:132 kV (C to F) - Preferred
e Alternative 1: On-site substation hub
o Offtaker Substation A
o IPP Substation B
e Alternative 2: On-site substation hub
o Offtaker Substation C
o IPP Substation D - Preferred
Switching station E
e Switching station F - Preferred

kVkVkVkVThe alternative route options follow the same route for most of the study and only diverge
near the substations. Both Substation C & D are located on areas previously farmed (from circa 1955),
however, Substation D is located on an area also currently farmed and is therefore considered not be
a sensitive area. Is also falls within an area listed as Heavily Modified. Additionally, Substation D falls
outside of the DWS regulated area and would thus be easier to authorise and is therefore preferred.
Both substations E & F are located on a CBA Irreplaceable area and are thus not ideal. It should be
further noted that the Offtaker End Options (E & F) are the same options described in the Report
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Mukondeleli GRIDLINE (and therefore the same option is thus preferred). The preferred option between
E & F is F. This is due to the close access to a road and therefore no additional roads are necessary.
Furthermore, substation E is located in the headwaters of a wetland and falls within the buffer zone of
the wetland. Although another wetland encroaches onto the footprint of substation F, the wetland is
considered to be artificial (based on historical imagery) and thus has less functionality. Another wetland
is located approximately 80 m from substation F, it is however considered far enough to negate potential
impacts and is separated from the substation by a road. The preferred route option is thus 132kV
Overhead power line — Alternative 4 (C to F) — Although the substation should be D.

6. Issues, Risks and Impacts
6.1. Identification of Potential Impacts/Risks

The largest impact is thought to be during the construction phase. The major impacts are as follow:
Construction Phase:

a) Alteration in flow regime;

b) Changes in sediment regimes;

¢) Introduction and spread of alien vegetation;

d) Loss and disturbance of riparian/watercourse habitat and vegetation;

e) Alteration in water quality due to pollution; and

f) Loss of aquatic biota.

Operational Phase:
a) Alteration in flow regime;
b) Changes in sediment regimes;
¢) Introduction and spread of alien vegetation;
d) Loss and disturbance of riparian/watercourse habitat and vegetation;
e) Alteration in water quality due to pollution; and
f) Loss of aquatic biota.

Decommissioning Phase:
a) Alteration in flow regime;
b) Changes in sediment regimes;
¢) Introduction and spread of alien vegetation;
d) Loss and disturbance of riparian/watercourse habitat and vegetation;
e) Alteration in water quality due to pollution; and
f) Loss of aquatic biota.

Cumulative Impacts:
a) Alteration in flow regime.

7. Impact Assessment
Currently the GRIDLINE layout does infringe on the wetlands as well as their respective buffer areas. One
of the largest mitigation measures will be to remedy the layout in the design phase of the project and

exclude wetlands and their associated buffer zones from the GRIDLINE layout.

The area around the GRIDLINE is already altered, large sections of the layout of the GRIDLINE are
situated in agricultural fields and previously disturbed areas.
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Considering the no-go alternative for the GRIDLINE would either be that the solar infrastructure be
placed in other areas which might be green field areas or due to the limited energy generation capacity
South Africa is facing the use of other forms of energy such as coal or nuclear power. The environmental
footprint of coal fired power stations are far greater than that of a GRIDLINE.

The advantages of the no-go alternative would be that there will be less disturbance to the aquatic
ecosystems than with the proposed GRIDLINE. An advantage of the proposed GRIDLINE would be
that adherence to the mitigation measures and the EMPr will be monitored, and corrective measures
will be taken where required.

7.1. Potential Impacts during the Construction Phase

Changes in flow regime arises from the compaction of soil, the removal of vegetation and surface water
redirection. Changes to hydrological function at a landscape level which can arise from changes to flood
regimes (i.e. suppression of floods, loss of flood attenuation capacity, unseasonal flooding or destruction
of floodplain processes). The extent of the modification in relation to the overall aquatic ecosystem (i.e. at
the source, upstream or downstream portion, in the temporary, seasonal, permanent zone of a wetland, in
the riparian zone or within the channel of a watercourse, etc.). Changes to base flows i.e. too little/too much
water in terms of characteristics and requirements of system). Fragmentation (i.e. road or pipeline crossing
a wetland) and loss of ecological connectivity (lateral and longitudinal).

Changing the amount of sediment entering water resource and associated change in turbidity (increasing
or decreasing the amount). Construction and operational activities will result in earthworks and soil
disturbance as well as the removal of natural vegetation. This could result in the loss of topsoil,
sedimentation of the watercourse and increase the turbidity of the water. Possible sources of the impacts
include:

. Earthwork activities during construction

. Clearing of surface vegetation will expose the soils, which in rainy events would wash through the
watercourse, causing sedimentation. In addition, indigenous vegetation communities are unlikely to
colonise eroded soils successfully and seeds from proximate alien invasive trees can spread easily into
these eroded soil.

. Disturbance of soil surface
. Disturbance of slopes through creation of roads and tracks adjacent to the watercourse
. Erosion (e.g. gully formation, bank collapse)

Changes in sediment regimes of the aquatic ecosystem and its sub -catchment by for example sand
movement, meandering river mouth /estuary, changing flooding or sedimentation patterns.

The moving of soil and vegetation resulting in opportunistic invasions after disturbance. Invasions of alien
plants can impact on hydrology, by reducing the quantity of water entering a watercourse, and outcompete
natural vegetation, decreasing the natural biodiversity. Once in a system, alien invasive plants can spread
through the catchment. If allowed to seed before control measures are implemented alien plants can easily
colonise and impact on downstream users.

Loss and disturbance of watercourse habitat and fringe vegetation due to direct development on the
watercourse as well as changes in management, fire regime and habitat fragmentation.

Changes in water quality due to input of foreign materials i.e. due to increased sediment load, contamination
by chemical and /or organic effluent, and /or eutrophication. During the construction phase a large amount
of waste will be produced including sewerage, domestic waste, wash-water, used oils and grease, diesel
or lubricant spills, etc. Waste generally contains pollutants and present a potential risk to the water and
surrounding environment if not managed effectively. Oil and diesel spillages may occur during the
construction phase which can contaminate surface water. Other potential contaminants (i.e. from chemical
toilets, domestic waste, storage facilities, workshop facilities, etc.) can reduce surface water quality or result
in discharge that exceeds the maximum concentrations permitted by the National Water Act. Changes to
the water quality could result in changes to the ecosystem structure and function as well as a potential loss
of biodiversity. Water quality deterioration often leads to modification of the species composition where
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sensitive species are lost and organisms tolerant to environmental changes dominate the community
structure.

Aquatic biota can be lost due to the disturbance of the habitat and direct impacts on the watercourse/ rivers/
streams. This can be attributed to Loss and disturbance of biota due to direct development on the
watercourse as well as changes in habitat including water quality, the water column, increased sediment,
increased alien vegetation fire regime and habitat fragmentation.

The impact assessment was conducted using the impact assessment methodology provided by the CSIR
as described in Appendix D.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
CONSTRUCTION PHASE
Impact 1 Status Negative Moderate - The proposed layout should be reviewed | Low Medium
Spatial Extent | Regional during the detailed designed phase (post-EA,
Changes in water Duration Long term but priqr to construction), by an environmental
flow regime Consequence Voderate professional (e.g. EAP, ECO or ecological
q A specialist) to confirm that the pylon structures
Negative have been placed outside of the delineated
Probability Very likely wetland and wetland buffer zones.
Reversibility Low - A temporary fence or demarcation must
Residual be erected around No-Go Areas outside the
Impact/Risk Low (4) pro‘posed works area prior to any construct!on
Irreplaceability | Moderate taking place as part of the contractor planning
phase when compiling work method statements
to prevent access to the adjacent portions of the
watercourse.
- Where development activities are
located upslope from wetlands, effective
stormwater management should be a priority
during both construction and operational phase.
This should be monitored as part of the EMPr.
- Where development activities are
located upslope from wetlands, high energy
stormwater input into the watercourses should
be prevented at all cost.
- Effective culverts should be incorporated
into the design of access roads.
Impact 2 Status Negative Moderate - The proposed layout should be reviewed | Low Medium
Spatial Extent Local during the detailed designed phase (post-EA,
Changes in Duration Medium but prior to construction), by an envwonmental
: . professional (e.g. EAP, ECO or ecological
sediment entering term 2 )
. specialist) to confirm that the pylon structures
and exiting the Consequence | Moderate have been placed outside of the wetland and
system Negative wetland buffer zones
Probability Likely - Where development is located upslope
Reversibility Low from wetlands, a temporary fence or
Resi demarcation must be erected around No-Go
esidual Low (4) . .
Impact/Risk Areas outside the proposed works area prior to
p
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

Irreplaceability | High any construction taking place as part of the
contractor planning phase when compiling work
method statements to prevent access to the
adjacent portions of the watercourse.

- Where development is located upslope
from wetlands, effective stormwater
management including sediment barriers
should be a priority during both construction and
operational phase. This should be monitored as
part of the EMPr.

- Retain vegetation and soil in position
for as long as possible, removing it
immediately ahead of construction/earthworks
in that area and returning it where possible
afterwards.

- Protect all areas susceptible to
erosion and ensure that there is no undue soil
erosion resultant from activities within and
adjacent to the construction camp and work
areas.

- Monitoring should be done to ensure that
sediment pollution is timeously dressed.

Impact 3 Status Negative Moderate The proposed layout should be reviewed | Low Medium
during the detailed designed phase (post-EA,

but prior to construction), by an environmental

Introduction and Spatial extent Local

spread of alien Duration Medium professional (e.g. EAP, ECO or ecological
vegetation term specialist) to confirm that the pylon structures
Consequence Moderate have been placed outside of the delineated
Negative wetland and wetland buffer zones
Probability Likely - Monitor the establishment of alien invasive
__ species within the areas affected by the
Reversibility Low construction and maintenance and take
Residual immediate corrective action where invasive
Impact/Risk Low (4) species are observed to establish.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
CONSTRUCTION PHASE
Irreplaceability | Low + Undertake an Alien Plant Control Plan which
specifies actions and measurable targets
- Retain vegetation and soil in position for as
long as possible, removing it immediately
ahead of construction/earthworks in that area
and returning it where possible afterwards.
' Long-term monitoring for the establishment of
alien invasive species within the areas
affected by the construction and maintenance
and take immediate corrective action where
invasive species are observed to establish,
as specified in the Alien Vegetation
Management Plan.
I Rehabilitate or revegetate disturbed areas.
Impact 4 Status Negative Moderate - The proposed layout should be reviewed | Low Medium
Spatial extent Cocal during the detailed designed phase
Loss and patial exten oca (post-EA, but prior to construction), by
disturbance of Duration Long term an environmental professional (e.g.
watercourse habitat EAP, ECO or ecological specialist) to
and fringe Consequence | Moderate confirm that the pylon structures have
vegetation _ Negative been placed outside of the delineated
Probability Likely wetland and wetland buffer zones
Reversibility Non- - Monitor the establishment of alien
reversible invasive species within the areas
Residual gﬁecte_d by the constructlo_n and take
Impact/Risk Low (4) !mme_dlate corrective  action where
Irreplaceability | High invasive species are observed to
establish.
- Monitor rehabilitation and the
occurrence of erosion twice during the
rainy season for at least two years and
take immediate corrective action where
needed.
- Operational activities should not take
place within watercourses or buffer
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

zones, nor should edge effects impact
on these areas.

- Operational activities should not impact
on rehabilitated or naturally vegetated
areas.

Impact 5 Status Negative Moderate - Provision of adequate sanitation facilities | Low Medium
for personnel; these sanitation facilities
must be located outside of the

Changes in water Spatial extent Local

quality due to Duration Medium watercourse or its associated buffer
pollution term zone.
Consequence | Moderate - Implementation of appropriate
Negative stormwater management around the
Probability Likely excavation to prevent the ingress of run-
— off into the excavation and to prevent
Reversibility Low contaminated  runoff  into  the
Residual Low (4) watercourse.

- The construction area must be fenced off
(i.e. clearly demarcated) from the
watercourses and no related impacts
may be allowed into the watercourse i.e.
water runoff from cleaning of equipment,
vehicle access etc.

- Maintenance of construction
vehicles/equipment should not take
place within the watercourse or
watercourse buffer.

- Ensure that no operational activities
impact on the watercourse or buffer area.
This includes edge effects.

- Control of waste discharges and do not
allow dirty water from operational
activities to enter the watercourse.

- Regular independent water quality
monitoring  should form part of

Impact/Risk
Irreplaceability | Low
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

operational procedures in order to
identify pollution.

- Treatment of pollution identified should
be prioritized according to best practice
guidelines.

- Develop norms and practices for the
treatment of spills such as oil or hydraulic
fluid. Ensure that the required equipment
is available on hand to contain any spills.

- Appoint a reliable contractor for the
removal of refuse during the construction

phase.

Impact 6 Status Negative Moderate - This impact is not easily mitigated. | Low Medium

Spatial extent Local Further loss in diversity can be
Loss of aquatic Duration Medium minimised by following the mitigation
biota term measures mentioned above

Consequence Moderate

Negative

Probability Likely

Reversibility Low

Residual Low (4)

Impact/Risk

Irreplaceability | Low
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7.2. Potential Impacts during the Operational Phase

During the operational phase the constructed GRIDLINE as well as associated infrastructure as depicted
in section 3 can potentially have an impact on the watercourses / aquatic ecosystems. The major mitigation
measure for the operational phase will still be related to remove the GRIDLINE layout from any wetlands
or buffer areas. The impacts expected in the operational phase are expected to be similar to the
construction phase but not as severe in most instances.

The impacts are limited to:
a) Alteration in flow regime;
b) Changes in sediment regimes;
¢) Introduction and spread of alien vegetation;
d) Loss and disturbance of riparian/watercourse habitat and vegetation;
e) Alteration in water quality due to pollution; and
f)  Loss of aquatic biota.
A description of these have been provide in section 6.1.

Alteration in flow regime is possible during the operational phase due to the increase in hardened surfaces.
Changes in sediment is still likely especially in the early phase
The impact assessment was conducted using the impact assessment methodology provided by the CSIR

as described in Appendix D.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
OPERATIONAL PHASE
Impact 1 Status Negative Moderate - Where development activities are | Low Medium
Spatial Extent | Regional located upslope from wetlands, effective
Changes in water Duration Long term stotmwater management should pe a priority
flow regime Consequence Voderate during both construction and operational phase.
q A This should be monitored as part of the EMPr.
Negative - Effective culverts should be incorporated
Probability Very likely into the design of access roads.
Reversibility Low
Residual Low (4)
Impact/Risk
Irreplaceability | Moderate
Impact 2 Status Negative Moderate - Where development is located upslope | Low Medium
Spatial Extent | Local from wetlands, effective stormwater
Changes in Duration Medium management including sediment barriers
sediment entering term should be a priority during both construction and
. operational phase. This should be monitored as
and exiting the Consequence | Moderate part of the EMP.
system Negative - Monitoring should be done to ensure that
Probability Likely sediment pollution is timeously dressed.
Reversibility Low
Residual Low (4)
Impact/Risk
Irreplaceability | High
Impact 3 Status Negative Moderate - Monitor the establishment of alien | Low Medium
Spatial extent Cocal invasive species within the areas affected by the
Introduction and P construction and maintenance and take
spread of alien Duration Medium immediate corrective action where invasive
vegetation term species are observed to establish.
Consequence Moderate - Undertake an Alien Plant Control Plan
Negative which specifies actions and measurable targets
Probability Likely - Retain vegetation and soil in position
— for as long as possible, removing it
Reversibility Low immediately ahead of construction/earthworks
Residual Low (4) in that area and returning it where possible
Impact/Risk afterwards.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
OPERATIONAL PHASE
Irreplaceability | Low - Long-term  monitoring  for  the
establishment of alien invasive species within
the areas affected by the construction and
maintenance and take immediate corrective
action where invasive species are observed to
establish, as specified in the Alien Vegetation
Management Plan.
Impact 4 Status Negative Moderate - Monitor the establishment of alien | Low Medium
Spatial extent Cocal invasive specie_s within the areas a_ffected_ by
Loss and P the construction and take immediate
disturbance of Duration Long term corrective action where invasive species are
watercourse habitat observed to establish.
and fringe Consequence | Moderate - Monitor  rehabilitation  and  the
vegetation _ Negative occurrence of erosion twice during the rainy
Probability Likely season for at least two years and take
Reversibility Non- immediate corrective action where needed.
reversible - Operational activities should not take
Residual Low (4) place within watercourses or buffer zones, nor
Impact/Risk should edge.effects impact on these areas.
Irreplaceability | High - Operational activities should not impact
on rehabilitated or naturally vegetated areas.
Impact 5 Status Negative Moderate - Provision of adequate sanitation facilities | Low Medium
Spatial extent Local for personnel; these sanitation facilities must
Changes in water patial exten oca be located outside of the watercourse or its
quality due to Duration Medium associated buffer zone.
pollution term - Maintenance of construction
Consequence Moderate vehicles/equipment should not take place
Negative within the watercourse or watercourse buffer.
Probability Likely - Ensure that no operational activities
__ impact on the watercourse or buffer area. This
Reversibility Low includes edge effects.
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Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility,
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near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province

Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
OPERATIONAL PHASE
Residual Low (4) - Control of waste discharges and do not
Impact/Risk allow dirty water from operational activities to
Irreplaceability | Low enter the watercourse.
- Regular independent water quality
monitoring should form part of operational
procedures in order to identify pollution.
- Treatment of pollution identified should
be prioritized according to best practice
guidelines.
- Develop norms and practices for the
treatment of spills such as oil or hydraulic fluid.
Ensure that the required equipment is
available on hand to contain any spills.
- Appoint a reliable contractor for the
removal of refuse during the operational
phase.
Impact 6 Status Negative Moderate - This impact is not easily mitigated. | Low Medium
Spatial extent Local Further loss in diversity can be
Loss of aquatic Duration Long term minimised by following the mitigation
biota Consequence Moderate measures mentioned above
Negative
Probability Likely
Reversibility Low
Residual Low (4)
Impact/Risk

Irreplaceability | Low
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7.3. Potential Impacts during the Decommissioning Phase

The proposed gridline will have a lifespan of approximately twenty years. During the decommissioning
phase it is envisaged that all infrastructure will be removed and will be returned to agricultural land use.
Should the mitigation measure of the removal of the gridline layout from wetlands be followed, the impact
will also be less during decommissioning. The major mitigation measure for the decommissioning phase
will still be related to remove the gridline layout from any wetlands or buffer areas. The impacts expected
in the decommissioning phase are expected to be similar to the construction phase.

The impacts are limited to:
a) Alteration in flow regime;
b) Changes in sediment regimes;
¢) Introduction and spread of alien vegetation;
d) Loss and disturbance of riparian/watercourse habitat and vegetation;
e) Alteration in water quality due to pollution; and
f)  Loss of aquatic biota.

A description of these have been provide in section 6.1.

The impact assessment was conducted using the impact assessment methodology provided by the CSIR
as described in Appendix D.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
DECOMMISSIONING PHASE
Impact 1 Status Negative Moderate - An environmental professional (e.g. | Low Medium
Spatial Extent | Regional ECO, EAP, ecology specialist) must ensure that
Changes in water Duration Long term wetland and. wetland b}Jfor zones are not
flow regime Consequence Voderate disturbed during decommissioning phase.
q A - Do not increase hardened surfaces and
Negative compaction of the soils after the removal of the
Probability Very likely solar panels and related infrastructure.
Reversibility Low - Rehabilitation of exposed soil surfaces
Residual Low (4) should commence as soon as practical after
Impact/Risk completion of remqval of removal of the solar
Irreplaceability | Moderate panels and related infrastructure.
- Culverts must remain in place and must
not removed if the given road is not removed
during the decommissioning phase.
- Vehicle movement should be restricted
to designated decommissioning areas to
prevent the increase in hardened surfaces an
subsequent increase in runoff.
Impact 2 Status Negative Moderate - An environmental professional (e.g. | Low Medium
Spatial Extent Local ECO, EAP, ecology specialist) must ensure that
Changes in Duration Medium \év_etlargddz(ajnd_ W((ejtland b_ufff_er .zone; are not
. . isturbed during decommissioning phase.
sedlme.r_lt entering term - Vehicle movement should be restricted
and exiting the Consequence | Moderate to the minimum that is required for
system Negative decommissioning. Unnecessary movement of
Probability Likely vehicles will increase the degradation of paths
Reversibility Low and dirt roads leading to increased erosion risk.
Residual Low (4) - _Erogressive rehabilitation must occur.
Impact/Risk Rehablllt_atlpn _has to be take place as soon as
Irreplaceability | High decommissioning commences to prevent soil
erosion.
- Monitoring should be done to ensure that
sediment pollution is timeously addressed.
Impact 3 Status Negative Moderate - Monitor the establishment of alien | Low Medium
Spatial extent Cocal invasive species within the areas affected by the

decommissioning and take immediate
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
DECOMMISSIONING PHASE
Introduction and Duration Medium corrective action where invasive species are
spread of alien term observed to establish.
vegetation Consequence | Moderate - Undertake an Alien Plant Control Plan
Negative which specifies actions and measurable targets
Probability Likely - Retain vegetation and soil in position
— for as long as possible, removing it
Reversibility Low immediately ahead of decommissioning
Residual Low (4) /earthworks in that area and returning it where
Impact/Risk possible afterwards.
Irreplaceability | Low - Rehabilitation must occur concurrently
with decommissioning.
- The mixture of vegetation seed must
be used during rehabilitation. The mix must
include: Annual and perennial species, pioneer
species, species which are indigenous to the
areato ensure there is no ecological imbalance
in the area.
- Long-term  monitoring  for  the
establishment of alien invasive species within
the areas affected by the construction and
maintenance and take immediate corrective
action where invasive species are observed to
establish, as specified in the Alien Vegetation
Management Plan.
Impact 4 Status Negative Moderate - An environmental professional (e.g. | Low Medium
Spatial extent Local ECO, EAP, ecology specialist) must ensure
Loss and patial exten oca that wetland and wetland buffer zones are not
disturbance of Duration Long term disturbed during decommissioning phase.
watercourse habitat - Vehicle movement should be restricted
and fringe Consequence | Moderate to the minimum that is required for
vegetation _ Negative decommissioning.
Probability Likely - Rehabilitation of decommissioned areas
Reversibility Non- must commence concurrently  with
reversible decommissioning.
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Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)
DECOMMISSIONING PHASE
Residual Low (4) - Monitor the establishment of alien
Impact/Risk invasive species within the areas affected by
Irreplaceability | High the decommissioning and take immediate

corrective action where invasive species are
observed to establish.

- Monitor rehabilitation and the
occurrence of erosion twice during the rainy
season for at least two years and take
immediate corrective action where needed.

- Decommissioning activities should not
impact on rehabilitated or naturally vegetated

areas.

Impact 5 Status Negative Moderate - An environmental professional (e.g. | Low Medium
ECO, EAP, ecology specialist) must ensure

Changes in water that wetland and wetland buffer zones are not

quality due to disturbed during decommissioning phase.

pollution - Provision of adequate sanitation facilities

for personnel; these sanitation facilities must
be located outside of the watercourse or its
associated buffer zone.

Spatial extent | Local - Maintenance of construction
vehicles/equipment should not take place

Duration Medium S
term within the watercourse or watercoursg b_uffgr.
Consequence Moderate - _I_Ens_ure that no decommissioning
Negative actlvmes_ |mpact on the watercourse or buffer
Probability Likely area. This includes edge effects.

- Control of waste discharges and do not

Reversibility Low allow dirty water from decommissioning
- activities to enter the watercourse.

Residual Low (4)

Impact/Risk

APPENDIX D.5 — Aquatic Biodiversity and Species Impact Assessment
90 of 153




APPENDICES

Final Basic Assessment Report: Proposed Development of a 132 kV Overhead Power Line and Supporting Infrastructure for the Proposed Vhuvhili Solar Photovoltaic Energy Facility,
near Secunda in the Mpumalanga Province

Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation measures Significance and | Confidence
and Ranking Ranking Level
(Pre- (Post-Mitigation)
Mitigation)

DECOMMISSIONING PHASE

Irreplaceability | Low - Regular independent water quality
monitoring should form part of
decommissioning procedures in order to
identify pollution.

- Treatment of pollution identified should
be prioritized according to best practice
guidelines.

- Develop norms and practices for the
treatment of spills such as oil or hydraulic fluid.
Ensure that the required equipment is
available on hand to contain any spills.

- Appoint a reliable contractor for the
removal of refuse during the operational

phase.
Impact 6 Status Negative Moderate - This impact is not easily mitigated. | Low Medium
Spatial extent Local Further loss in diversity can be
Loss of aquatic Duration Long term minimised by following the mitigation
biota Consequence Moderate measures mentioned above
Negative
Probability Likely
Reversibility Low
Residual Low (4)

Impact/Risk
Irreplaceability | Low
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7.4. Cumulative Impacts

In terms of drainage the wetlands delineated drain into Klipspruit River, Boesmanspruit River and the Groot-
BossieSpruit River all of which flow into the Waterval River and ultimately into the Vaal River which is a very
important river in terms of water security for South Africa and are already facing large scale pollution effects and
all upstream activities should be minimised.

Cumulative impacts are assessed by adding anticipated impacts from this proposed development to existing and
proposed developments with similar impacts in a 50 km radius. The existing and proposed developments (Figure
19) that were taken into consideration for cumulative impacts include:

Project 1: Forzando Solar PV project (In process): 9.5 MW

Project 2: Tutuka Solar PV project (Approved): 66 MW

Apart from the two projects listed above, ENERTRAG also intends to develop the proposed Mukondeleli WEF and
Mukondeleli Gridline which is in close proximity to the proposed Vhuvhili SEF and gridline site. This project is
subject to a separate application that has been submitted, as well as a separate EIA process. However, in terms
of best practice, the proposed Mukondeleli WEF (Figure 20) is included in the list of projects to be assessed in
terms of cumulative impacts.
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Figure 19: Projects considered within a 50 km radius of the proposed Vhuvhili power line site for
the assessment of cumulative impacts

The grid solutions for the Vhuvhili SEF and proposed Mukondeleli WEF is in design phase but will likely be shared.
Research on SEF’s environmental impact, especially cumulative impacts, are still limited (Rudman et al., 2017).

On a landscape level the following are within the 10 km radius of the planned Vhuvhili GRIDLINE:
Existing

e Agricultural activities;

e Roads;

e Sasol Secunda; and
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e Town of Secunda .
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Figure 20: Location of the proposed Vhuvhili SEF, Mukondeleli WEF and proposed grid solutions in
relation to the rivers and streams in the area as well as existing impacts

At a landscape level it is imperative that the Gridline design is kept out of the wetlands as well as associated buffer

area, as this will ensure that there is a degree of connectivity at a landscape level as the watercourses and

tributaries of the Klipspruit River and Groot Bossiespruit also provide corridors for movement for fauna and insects.

During the construction phase it is likely that vegetative cover as well as disturbance of soil will increase the
prevalence of erosion and subsequently the amount of sediment present in the catchment. It is also foreseen that
during the construction phase the disturbance caused can increase the spread of alien invasive plant species. It
is expected that during the operational phase the impact on hydrological regime will be higher due to the cumulative
impacts of the WEF, SEF, grid solutions and supporting infrastructure.

In terms of aquatic biodiversity, the major cumulative impact is thought to be an increase in concentrated flows

due to increase in runoff.

Impact Impact Criteria Significance | Potential mitigation | Significanc | Confidence
and Ranking | measures e and | Level
(Pre- Ranking
Mitigation) (Post-
Mitigation)
CONSTRUCTION PHASE
Impact 1 Status Negative Moderate As  described in | Low Medium
Changes Spatial Extent Regional sect'ion 6.
in  water | Duration Medium term Environmental
flow Consequence Moderate specialist should: be
. . consulted in the
regime Negative planning phase to
Probability Very likely ensure footprint
Reversibility Low layout excludes
Residual Low (4) sensitive or no-go
Impact/Risk areas.
The proposed
Vhuvhilli SEF,
Mukondeleli WEF
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Impact

Impact Criteria

Significance
and Ranking
(Pre-
Mitigation)

Potential
measures

mitigation

Significanc
e and
Ranking
(Post-
Mitigation)

Confidence
Level

and the associated
grid solutions should
avoid or limit the
footprint within
watercourses as well
as associated buffer
areas.

Access roads should
be planned to use
existing tracks or
roads to limit stream
crossings,
Monitoring of the
aquatic  biodiversity
as well as
watercourses should
be conducted on a
catchment level to
address the
cumulative impacts of
the GRIDLINE, WEF
and grid solution.
Ensure that
connectivity in the
landscape remains.

OPERATIONAL PHASE

Changes
in  water
flow
regime

Status

Negative

Spatial Extent

Regional

Duration

Long term

Consequence

Moderate

Probability

Very likely

Reversibility

Low

Residual
Impact/Risk

Low (3)

Moderate -

As  described in
section 7.27.2

The proposed
Vhuvhilli SEF,
Mukondeleli WEF
and the associated
grid solutions should
avoid or limit the
footprint within
watercourses as well
as associated buffer
areas.

Monitoring of the
aquatic  biodiversity
as well as
watercourses should
be conducted on a

catchment level to
address the
cumulative impacts of
the proposed
Vhuvhilli SEF,
Mukondeleli WEF
and the associated
grid solution.

Low

Medium

8. Impact Assessment Summary

Based on the impacts rated in section 7 above it is summarised that the overall impact of the proposed Vhuvhili
GRIDLINE post mitigation will be low in both the construction as well as operational phases. Should all
mitigation measures be adhered to it is also envisaged that the cumulative impacts in both the construction as
well as operational phases are considered low (Table 21).
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Table 21:  Overall Impact Significance (Post Mitigation).
Phase Overall Impact Significance
Construction Low
Operational Low
Decommissioning Low
Nature of Impact Overall Impact Significance
Cumulative - Construction Low
Cumulative - Operational Low

8.1. Mitigation Measures

The following mitigation measures as well as best practice measures and other specialist measures should be
implemented to reduce potential risk.

Impact 1: Changes in water flow regime

Description Construction and operational activities will result in earthworks and soil disturbance as well as
the removal of natural vegetation. This could result in the loss of topsoil, sedimentation of the
wetland and increase the turbidity of the water, particularly where pylons are constructed in
or in close proximity to watercourses. Possible sources of impacts include:

e Earthwork activities

e Disturbance of soil surface including soil compaction

e Disturbance of slopes through creation of roads and tracks adjacent to the watercourses

e Creation of additional access roads

Mitigation e Pylons should be placed outside delineated watercourses and their associated buffer
Construction zones.
Phase: e Prevent access of heavy vehicles and machinery in the wetlands or riparian areas

e Rehabilitation plans must be submitted and approved for rehabilitation of damage during
the construction phase and that plan must be implemented immediately upon completion
of construction.

e Cordon off areas that are under rehabilitation as no-go areas using danger tape and steel
droppers. If necessary, these areas should be fenced off to prevent vehicular, pedestrian
and livestock access.

e Implementation of best management practices

Mitigation e The pylon and substation Structure currently located either within a wetland or within
Operational the buffer of a wetland should be moved into nearby impacted areas like agricultural
Phase fields

¢ Where development activities are located upslope from wetlands, effective stormwater
management should be a priority during both construction and operational phase. This
should be monitored as part of the EMPr.

o Effective culverts should be incorporated into the design of access roads.

Mitigation e Where structures are removed from nearby watercourses care should be taken not to
Decommissioning disturb a larger footprint than needed.
Phase e Do not increase hardened surfaces and compaction of the soils after the removal of

the solar panels and related infrastructure.

¢ Rehabilitation of exposed soil surfaces should commence as soon as practical after
completion of removal of removal of the solar panels and related infrastructure.

e Culverts must remain in place and must not be removed if the given road is not
removed during the decommissioning phase.

¢ Vehicle movement should be restricted to designated decommissioning areas to
prevent the increase in hardened surfaces and subsequent increase in runoff.

Impact 2: Changes in sediment entering and exiting the system
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Description Changes in sediment regimes of the aquatic ecosystem and its sub -catchment by for
example sand movement, meandering river mouth /estuary, changing flooding or
sedimentation patterns. Any activities that change the characteristics of the catchment
of a watercourse will affect the way in which water enters into the watercourse. This has
an effect on water flow volumes as well as energy. Possible sources of the impacts
include:

e Soil compaction through movement of heavy vehicles

e Disturbance of slopes through creation of roads and tracks adjacent to the

watercourse

e Disturbance of vegetation cover through trampling

¢ Creation of additional access roads

e Any activities within the delineated watercourse

Mitigation e Where development is located upslope from wetlands, a temporary fence or

Construction demarca