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Mr	Fabio	Sanvito 
ViDi	Srl 

Viale	Andrea	Doria	5 
20124	Milano	

 
	

Greetings	Mr	Sanvito, 
	

REFLECTIONS	ON	THE	VIDI/JAG	COOPERATION	PROGRAMME	–	AN	EXCEPTIONAL	MODEL	FOR	CULTURAL	DIPLOMACY	BY	VUYISILE	MSHUDULU	–	DIRECTOR	OF	
ARTS,		CULTURE	AND	HERITAGE	IN	THE	CITY	OF	JOHANNESBURG. 
	

One	of	 the	most	effective	models	of	building	understanding,	 	 tolerance	and	achieving	cooperation	between	nations	 is	Cultural	Diplomacy.	 It	 is	 through	Cultural	

Diplomacy	that	many	states	are	able	to	sustain	cooperation	is	several	areas	such	as	political,	diplomatic,		commercial	and	economic		because	it	creates	an	enabling	

environment	for	bi-lateral	and	even	multi-lateral	cooperation. 
	

	

The	Johannesburg	Art	Gallery	is	one	of	the	City’s	most	prestigious	Cultural	institutions	with	a	collection	that	has	attracted	the	attention	of	many	institutions	around	

the	world.	The	JAG	stands	shoulder	to	shoulder	with	many	of	the	most	revered	Cultural	institutions	globally	owing	to	its	unique	collection	and	diverse	collection. 
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Greetings	Mr	Sanvito, 
	

REFLECTIONS	 ON	 THE	 VIDI/JAG	 COOPERATION	 PROGRAMME	 –	 AN	 EXCEPTIONAL	 MODEL	 FOR	
CULTURAL	DIPLOMACY	BY	VUYISILE	MSHUDULU	–	DIRECTOR	OF	ARTS,		CULTURE	AND	HERITAGE	IN	
THE	CITY	OF	JOHANNESBURG. 
	

One	 of	 the	most	 effective	models	 of	 building	 understanding,	 	 tolerance	 and	 achieving	 cooperation	

between	nations	 is	Cultural	Diplomacy.	 It	 is	through	Cultural	Diplomacy	that	many	states	are	able	to	

sustain	cooperation	is	several	areas	such	as	political,	diplomatic,		commercial	and	economic		because	it	

creates	an	enabling	environment	for	bi-lateral	and	even	multi-lateral	cooperation. 
	

	

The	Johannesburg	Art	Gallery	is	one	of	the	City’s	most	prestigious	Cultural	institutions	with	a	collection	

that	has	attracted	 the	attention	of	many	 institutions	around	 the	world.	 The	 JAG	 stands	 shoulder	 to	

shoulder	with	many	of	the	most	revered	Cultural	institutions	globally	owing	to	its	unique	collection	and	

diverse	collection. 
	

	

In	2019,	the	JAG	established	a	relationship	with	ViDi	srl	who	are	an	Italian	Cultural	institutions	based	in	

Milan.	 ViDi	 	 hosts	 various	 historical	 exhibition	 is	 various	 parts	 of	 Italy	 and	 also	 across	 Europe.	 The	

relationship	started	with	a	pilot	exhition	in	the	City	of	Pavia	in	Italy	which	showcased	the	contemporary	

art	collection.	Thus	exhibition	was	an	overwhelming	success	and	it	precipitated	a	long	term	relationship.		 
	

	

This	then	led	to	discussions	to	present	the	JAG	collection	in	more	locations	which	started	at	the	Italy	-	

Conegliano	 –	 Palazzo	 Sarcinelli	 institutions	 in	 Debrecen,	 Hungary.	 This	 exhibition	 was	 also	 an	

overwhelming	success	which	attracted	thousands	of	audiences	and	millions	worth	of	media	coverage.	

This	fits	in	very	well	with	the	City’s	objective	to	protect	and	promote	heritage. 
	

	

The	outcome	was	a	three	year	agreement	between	the	City	of	Johannesburg	and		ViDi	srl.	Through	this	

agreement,	the	City	of	Johannesburg	engaged	with	several	of	her	counterparts	in	the	world	because	it	

ignited	a	growing	interest	in	the	showcase	of	our	collections	in	Cultural	institutions	in	Cities	such	as: 
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In	2019,	the	JAG	established	a	relationship	with	ViDi	srl	who	are	an	Italian	Cultural	institutions	based	in	Milan.	ViDi		hosts	various	historical	exhibition	is	various	parts	

of	Italy	and	also	across	Europe.	The	relationship	started	with	a	pilot	exhition	in	the	City	of	Pavia	in	Italy	which	showcased	the	contemporary	art	collection.	Thus	

exhibition	was	an	overwhelming	success	and	it	precipitated	a	long	term	relationship.		 
	

	

This	 then	 led	 to	discussions	 to	present	 the	 JAG	collection	 in	more	 locations	which	started	at	 the	 Italy	 -	Conegliano	–	Palazzo	Sarcinelli	 institutions	 in	Debrecen,	

Hungary.	This	exhibition	was	also	an	overwhelming	success	which	attracted	thousands	of	audiences	and	millions	worth	of	media	coverage.	This	fits	in	very	well	with	

the	City’s	objective	to	protect	and	promote	heritage. 
	

	

The	outcome	was	a	three	year	agreement	between	the	City	of	Johannesburg	and		ViDi	srl.	Through	this	agreement,	the	City	of	Johannesburg	engaged	with	several	

of	her	counterparts	in	the	world	because	it	ignited	a	growing	interest	in	the	showcase	of	our	collections	in	Cultural	institutions	in	Cities	such	as:	

 
	

	

Exhibition Institution/City	 Date	

Da	Degas	a	Picasso.	Capolavori	

della	Johannesburg	Art	Gallery	

	Italy	–	Pavia	

	

21	March	2015	

30	August	2015	

	

Da	Monet	a	Bacon.	Capolavori	della	

Johannesburg	Art	Gallery	

Italy	–	Monza	 31	March	2017	

30	July	2017	

	

Impressions:	Monet	to	Van	Gogh,	

Matisse	to	Warhol	

Ungary	–	Debrecen	 18	June	2018	

7	l	October	2018	

Da	Monet	a	Bacon.	Capolavori	della	

Johannesburg	Art	Gallery	

Italy	-	Genova	 21	Gennaio	2019	

4	Febbraio	2019	

Dagli	impressionisti	a	Picasso	 Italy	-	Conegliano	–	Palazzo	Sarcinelli	 10	October	2019	

2	February	2020	



  

 

Hokusai,	Hiroshige,	Utamaro.	

Capolavori	dell'arte	giapponese	

	

Italy	-	Pavia	–	Scuderie	Castello	

Visconteo	

11	October	2019	

9	February	2020	

Capolavori	della	Johannesburg	

Art	Gallery.	Dagli	Impressionisti	

a	Picasso	

Italy	–	Forte	di	Bard	 13	February	2020	

12	July	2020	

	

Degas,	Monet	und	Freunde	-	

Gipfeltreffen	der	Modernen	

Germany	-	Stadt	Heilbronn	Museum	-	

Heilbronn	

16	March	2021	

1	August	2021	

	

	

This	programme	had	many	benefits	for	the	City	of	Johannesburg.	 	Apart	from	given	the	City’s	brand	greater	global	prominence,	 it	also	created	exposure	for	the	

Curators,	Conservators	and	other	staff	within	the	Directorate	to	work	with	highly	acclaimed	Curators	in	these	cities. 
	

	

There	were	also	serious	benefits	for	the	collection	itself	as	it	benefited	from	the	restoration	of	some	of	the	best	Conservators	in	Italy.	This	was	to	ensure	that	at	every	

step	the	collection	was	in	the	best	condition. 
	

	

As	part	of	the	programme	we	had	also	agreed	on	legacy	programmes	that	included	a	wholy	South	African	exhibition	of	contemporary	art	which	was	intended	to	

create	a	market	and	other	opportunities	 for	 local	artist	 in	the	 Italian	market.	This	exhibition	was	going	to	be	curated	by	Simona	Bartolena,	an	acclaimed	 Italian	

Curators	and	Art	Historian.	This	initiative	was	unfortunately	impeded	by	the	global	lockdown	and	the	extension	of	this	programme	presents	an	opportunity	to	still	

pursue	it	and	to	raise	the	required	resources	for	it. 
	

	

Another	 legaxy	programme	was	a	training	programme	which	would	create	training	opportunities	for	aspirant	Conservators.	There	were	discussions	with	tertiary	

institutions	that	specialize	in	Conservation	to	work	with	young	graduates	and	other	museum	staff	in	the	country	to	train	in	the	art	of	conservation.		Another	was	to	

place	some	of	the	local	artists	in	a	residency	programme	in	Italy.		All	these	plans	were	thwarted	by	the	outbreak	of	Covid-19	and	the	subsequent	global	lockdown.	It	

is	our	express	hope	that	we	will	resciscitate	these	ideas	in	the	next	phase	of	this	programme. 
	

	

The	ViDi/JAG	Collaborative	programme	has	gained	global	prominence	and	now	has	attracted	interest	in	South	America,	South	Korea,	Croatia,	Germany,	and	many	

other	states	around	the	world. 
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Having	registered	so	much	success	with	this	programme,	it	is	only	logical	that	we	grow	the	programme	and	allow	it	to	reach	its	full	potential.	We	have	also	as	part	of	

growing	interest	in	historical	South	African	art	expanded	the	exhibition	to	include	a	specially	curated	section	of	South	Afrikan	Art.	This	is	an	important	development	

because	it	attracted	so	much	media	coverage	and	also	audience	engagements. 
	

The	exhibition	programme	 is	 in	many	ways	one	of	our	 flagship	programmes.	 It	 is	one	of	our	 largest	offerings	and	 it	had	a	very	 large	 reach	 internationally.	The	

partnership	with	ViDi	Srl	has	been	nothing	short	of	exceptional.	It	also	cultivated	the	South	Africa/Italy	cultural	relations.		It	was	a	wonderful	opportunity	for	the	JAG,	

the	City,	and	the	country	as	a	whole. 
	

Vuyisile	Mshudulu 
Director	of	Arts,	Culture	and	Heritage 
City	of	Johannesburg 
South	Africa 
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Corriere dell11 Sera 

lnsoilito viaggio <<impressionista>> dal Sudafrica 
all'Ungheria 
Arti • Sudafrica 

23 $BI 201!1 

Dal Sudafrica all'Ungheria, dalla Jo-
hannesburg Art Gallery al Museo 
Modem di Debrecen, in Ungb.eria1 la 
mostra Impressions. Monet to van 

Gogh, Matisse to Warhol racconta il 
cammino della storia dell'arte lungo 
oltre un secolo, dalla metà dell'Ot-
tocento fino al secondo Novecento, 

attraverso una selezione di una ses-
santina di opere tra dipinti a olio, 
acquerelli e opere grafiche. Nel mu-
seo (modemart.hu) fino al 14 otto-
bre saranno esposti capolavori pro-
venienti dalla pinacoteca sudafrica-
na inaugurata nel :1910 da Lady Flo-
rence, moglie del magnate deU'in-
dustria mineraria Sir Llonel Phillips. 
Una mostra che si apre con una pa-
noramica sulla pittura inglese del 
XIX secolo, da Tumer ai Preraffael-
liti, per concentrarsi sui grandi arti-
sti della pittura francese tra Im-
pressionismo e Postimpressionismo 
con Monete Sisley, Gauguin e van 
Gogh (sotto: Eugène-Louis Boud.in, 
Tmuville Le Port1 1886, particolare). 
E, infine, sul Novecento: Picasso, 
Bacon1 Moore, Roy Lichtenstein. ( 
chiara pagani) 

liome I Entertainment / Impressions-from Monetto Van Gogh 

IMPRESSIONS- FROM MONET TO VAN GOGH 
0 June 8, 2018 I l  Entertainment ® 12 Views 

The MODEM Center for Modern and Contemporary Art in Debrecen presents the masterpieces of the 
Johannesburg Art Gallery from 19 June to 23 September. Open ed to the pubi i e in 191 O, the South African 
Gallery boasts an unrivaled art quilt. As a result of many years of preparatory work and serious diplomatic 
tìes between the continents, which will take piace on 1 B June 2018, the exhibition will open on 18June 
2018, the first of its kind in Hungary, including the MODEM ìn Debrecen. The works of lmpressionism and 
the works of the previous and ongoing art movements will be delivered from MODEM to Genoa in 
October. 

The exhibition features over fifty works by the well-known South African art gallery, including oil paintings 
and watercolors and works of art that cover more than a century of intemational art history from the 1 

9th century to the second half of the 20th century, with works by the most famous artists of Courbet to 
Corot, Mo netto Degas, Rossetti to Millais, Picasso to Bacon Von Lichtenstein to Warhol 

Curator of tt,e exhibition: Simona Bartolena and SOli-Zakar Szabolcs 
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