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Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Genesis Zonnequa Wind (Pty) Ltd

c/o Unit B10, Century Plaza, Heron Crescent, Century City, Cape Town

Project Name: Grid connection infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm, Northern Cape Applicant:
Genesis Zonnequa Wind (Pty) Ltd Proposed Activity: The development of a double-circuit 132kV
power line and collector substation to connect the Zonnequa Wind Farm substation to the Eskom grid.
The power line and collector substation will be assessed within a 300m grid connection corridor.
Location: The 300m power line corridor is located within the Nama Khoi Local Municipality and the
Namakwa District Municipality in the Northern Cape. The corridor falls within Focus Area 8 of the
Renewable Energy Development Zones (REDZ), which is known as the Springbok REDZ. The power
line corridor traverses seven affected properties: Remaining extent of the Farm Zonnekwa 326,
Remaining extent of the Farm Honde Vlei 325, Remaining extent of the Farm Kannabieduin 324,
Remaining extent of the Farm Sand Kop 322, Remaining extent of the Farm Mannels Vley 321,
Remaining extent of the Farm Dikgat 195, and Portion 15 of the Farm Dikgat 195.

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Genesis Zonnequa Wind (Pty) Ltd to conduct an
Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application process for the proposed grid connection infrastructure for the
Zonnequa Wind Energy facility, near Kleinsee, Northern Cape Province.

A Basic Assessment Report (BAR) has been completed in terms of the National Environmental Management
Act, 1998 (NEMA) and the 2017 NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. The proposed
development will include the construction of a double-circuit 132kv powerline. A corridor 300 m wide and
22 km long has been assessed. Additional infrastructure will include a new collector substation/switching
station and access tracks

ASHA Consulting was appointed to provide heritage input into the EA Application process as per section 38(8)
of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

Orton, J. 2019. Heritage Impact Assessment: Proposed Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind
Farm, Namakwaland Magisterial, Northern Cape. 
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A total of 48 heritage resources were identified as part of the survey. These include surface occurrences of
background lithic scatters of various time periods and well defined sites that include flaked quartz outcrops,
sites with artefacts such as ostrich eggshell fragments, Stone Age artefacts including formal tools, grinding
stones, metal fragments, historical glass bottles, historical ceramics fragments, pottery sherds, an ostrich
eggshell flask cache and a small family graveyard. Of the 48 sites, 5 were deemed to be of a low-medium
significance and three were rated as sites of medium significance. A total of 20 sites were provided with
recommended mitigation measures. It must be noted that the identified burial ground is located outside of the
300 m corridor and will not be impacted.

It is noted that the report states that sparsely distributed fossil material from the middle and late quaternary
fauna may be present in the aeolian deposits , most specifically the Dorbank dune plumes in the south-eastern
section of the corridor.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

An archaeologist should be appointed to conduct a final pre-construction survey of the approved layout
(i.e. the route of the double-circuit 132kv powerline and the location of the collector substation within
the 300 m corridor) at least six months prior to commencement of construction;
A chance finds procedure must be implemented for the rescuing of any fossils discovered during
construction;
All work is to be carried out within the authorised construction footprint (i.e. 300 m corridor). Any new
areas, outside of the 300 m corridor, that may need to be disturbed must be surveyed for
archaeological sites prior to disturbance;
Any disturbed areas not required during operation must be rehabilitated after construction; and
If any archaeological material or human burials are uncovered during the course of the development,
then work in the immediate area should be halted. The find would need to be reported to the heritage
authorities and mat require inspection by an archaeologist. Such heritage is the property of the state
and may require excavation and curation in an approved institution.

It is noted that the development footprint is located in an area of low palaeontological sensitivity as per the
SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity Map.

Final Comment

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and
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section 38(8) of the NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and must be included in the
EMPr:

38(4)a – The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit has no objections to the
proposed development;
38(4)b – Specific conditions for the development include:
i) – The recommendations of the heritage specialists and the recommendations contained within the
EMPr with regards to heritage resources are supported;
ii) – A report detailing the results of the walk-down of the final layout of the route must be submitted to
SAHRA for comment prior to the construction phase;
iii) – A Fossil Finds Procedure must be developed for the construction phase of the development as per
the recommendations of the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map;
38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures,
indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash
concentrations), fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed
development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted as per
section 35(3) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)c(ii) – If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG)
Unit (Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Mimi Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per
section 36(6) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)d – See section 51(1) of the NHRA;
38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the appointment of specialists:
i) If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the development, a professional
archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted as soon as
possible to inspect the heritage resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
archaeological or palaeontological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to
permits issued by SAHRA;
As the BAR has been finalised prior to SAHRA providing this comment, this comment must be
forwarded directly to the competent authority for consideration during the decision-making process.
Proof of the delivery and receipt thereof of this comment must be supplied to SAHRA via the SAHRIS
application;
The decision regarding the EA Application must be communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the



 

 

 

 

 

 

SAHRIS Case application.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Acting Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/523773
(DEA, Ref: )

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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Savannah Public Process

From: Meyer, Anton <Anton.Meyer@debeersgroup.com>

Sent: Monday, July 1, 2019 8:55 AM

To: Savannah Public Process; Nicolene Venter

Subject: RE: Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm

Hi Nicolene

De Beers has no objection to the development. Just one correction and one feedback question for both Namas and
Zonnekwa grid connecion BAR’s:

- Mining operations at Namaqualand Mines were suspended in 2010, not 2008 as mentioned in the BAR’s.
- What system is in place to ensure that disturbances caused by the proposed wind farm grid connections are

properly marked to avoid confusion with possible existing disturbances caused by diamond
mining/prospecting operations?

Regards,

Anton Meyer
Senior Environmental Officer
De Beers Group of Companies
Namaqualand Mines
BMMR Checkpoint Drive
Private Bag X01
Kleinsee, 8282
Tel: + 027(0) 877-0048
Fax:+ 027(0) 11 374-5418
www.debeersgroup.com

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Sent: 25 June 2019 04:42 AM
To: Meyer, Anton <Anton.Meyer@debeersgroup.com>
Subject: RE: Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm

Dear Anton,

Herewith the link to Savannah Environmental’s website for access to the BAR and Appendices:
https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/grid-connection-for-zonnequa-wind-farm/

The Release Code to download the BAR and Appendices is: \c[6rW"G

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Cell: +27 (0)60 978 8396 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547
SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Meyer, Anton <Anton.Meyer@debeersgroup.com>
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 2:32 PM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm

Nicolene

Nicolene
Rectangle
From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: 25 June 2019 04:42 AM

To: Meyer, Anton <Anton.Meyer@debeersgroup.com>

Subject: RE: Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm

Dear Anton,

Herewith the link to Savannah Environmental’s website for access to the BAR and Appendices:

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/grid-connection-for-zonnequa-wind-farm/

The Release Code to download the BAR and Appendices is: \c[6rW"G

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Cell: +27 (0)60 978 8396 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Meyer, Anton <Anton.Meyer@debeersgroup.com>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 2:32 PM

To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Subject: RE: Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Zonnequa Wind Farm

Nicolene


