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WHAT DOES THIS DOCUMENT TELL YOU?

This document aims to provide you, as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP), with background information regarding Kwasani Local Municipality’s (LM) intent to construct a 47 m long pedestrian bridge that crosses UMkhomazi River within the rural area of Zinkwani/Mhlangeni in Himeville.The GPS coordinates of the sites are: 29° 35’47.83’’S; 29° 32’57.10’’E.The document also provides information regarding the Basic assessment (BA) processes to be undertaken.  Furthermore, the document advises how you can become involved in the project, receive information and/or raise issues, which may concern and/or be of interest to you. The sharing of information forms the basis of the public participation process and offers you the opportunity to become actively involved in the projects from the outset.  Public participation plays an important role in the undertaking of the BA as input from I&APs ensures that all potential issues are considered within the studies.

WHAT DOES THE PROJECT ENTAIL?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Kwasani Local Municipality proposes to construction approximately 47 m long pedestrian bridge that crosses a stream. The structure will be situated at the river mouth entering Umkhomazi River. The point at which the structure will be situated will be at the peak of the streams capacity. The proposed new structure will be allocated inside the 1 in 50 and 1 in 100 year flood lines. All storm water infrastructures will be designed in accordance with the following standard
· Guidelines for Kwazulu Natal  Department of Transport  Design Standards
· Guidelines for the Provision of Engineering Services (Blue Book)
The pedestrian bridge will provide efficient access to the community .children whose schools are situated across the UMkhomazi River will not be restricted when the River gets full. It has been reported that many children have died while crossing the Mkhomazi River when it was full.


WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROPOSED PROJECT?

A number of potential environmental impacts associated with the project have been identified.  The Environmental Impact Assessment BA phases will aim to achieve the following:
· to provide an overall assessment of the social and biophysical environments of the affected area by the proposed construction of the project;
· to identify and recommend appropriate mitigation measures for potentially significant environmental impacts; and
· To undertake a fully inclusive public participation process to ensure that I&AP issues and concerns are recorded and commented on.

WHY ARE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES NEEDED?

In terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations Government Notice. R. 544 of 2010 published in terms of Section 24(5) read with Section 44 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998 (Act No 107 of 1998) the proposed construct of pedestrian bridge requires a basic assessment process to be conducted as the activity will include construction a bridge that crosses a stream. The proposed project as it includes activities listed under Regulation 544 of the NEMA EIA regulations. Activities under these listings may have a detrimental effect on the environment; hence a BA process needs to be undertaken. 

Icebo Environmental has been appointed, as an independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), to undertake environmental studies to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project. As part of these environmental studies, all I&APs will be actively involved through a public participation process.  

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?

If you consider yourself an I&AP for this proposed project, we urge you to make use of the opportunities created by the public participation process to become involved in the process and provide comment, or raise those issues and concerns which affect and/or interest you, or about which you would like more information.  Your input into this process forms a key part of the environmental studies and we would like to hear from you to obtain your views on the proposed project.

Comments and Queries on the Project can be directed to:
 Monica Nomcebo Shange
(Senior Environmental Consultant)
 1st floor Reid Raetzer house, 21 Riverhorse
Close, Riverhorse Valley, Durban	
 Phone: 0793073282
 E-mail:shangen@iceboenviro.co.za	                                                  Fax: 0865498430; 
Phone: +27315125040/ext22
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