environmental affairs

Department:
Environmentat Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Reference: 12/12/2011296
Enquirles: Mogole Mphahlele
Telephone: 012-310-3004 Fax: 012-320-753% E-mail: inimphahtele@deat yov.za

Mr. Hannes van Rensburg
Eskom Holdings Limited
P O Box 3499
POLOKWANE

0700

Fax. (015} 2957550
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL

Dear Mr. Van Rensburg

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE PROPOSED ESKOM SPENCER NDP
PROJECT, LIMPOPO PROVINCE

With reference to the abovementioned application, please be advised that the Depariment has
decided to grant authorisation. The environmental aulhorisation and reasons for the decision are
attached herewith.

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2008, you are
instructed to nolify all registered interested and affected parlies, in wriling and within 7 (seven)
calendar days of the date of this letter, of the Department's decision in respect of your application
as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are provided for in the
regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulalions which regulates appeal procedures.
Altached please find a simplified copy of the appeals procedure to be followed. Kindly include a
copy of this procedure with the letter of notification to interested and affected parties.

A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:

Mr TH Zwane Senior Legal Administration Officer Tel: 012 310 3929 tzwane@deat.qov.za; or
Ms. MM Serile Legal Administration Officer Tel: 012 310 3788 mserite@deal.gov.za

at the Depariment.

Should any parly, including you, wish to appeal any aspect of the decision, they / you must, inter
alia, lodge a notice of intention to appeal wilh the Minister, within 10 days of receiving nofice of the
decision, by means of one of the following methods:

By facsimile;  012-320-7561;

By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001; or



By hand: ond Floor, Fedsure Forum Building, North Tower, cor. Van der Walt and
- Pretorius Streets, Pretoria.

You (applicant) must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appeal on all registered
interested and affected parlies as well as a notice indicating where, and for what period, the appeal
submission will be avaitable for inspection.

Please include the Department in the list of interested and affected parties, notified through your
notification letter to interested and affected parties, for record purposes.

The authorised activity / ies shall not commence within thirty (30) days of the date of signature of
the authorisation. Further, please note that the minister may, on receipt of appeals against he
authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the cutcome of the appeals
procedure,

hiéf Director: Environmental Impact Management
Deg}dment of Environmental Affairs
PATE: (6 [Tlach goro

CC: Ms Ria Pretorius Urgeneg Fax no.: 086 675 4026
Appeals Seclicn Fax no.: 012-320-7561



APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF R. 385 OF 2006 TO BE FOLLOWED BY
THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT OF
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

INTERESTED AND AEFECTED PARTIES (IAPs)

APPLICANT
1. Receive notice of Environmental | 1. Receive notice of Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation from the relevanl Competent
Authority

from Applicant/Consuitant

2. Within 10 days of receipt of notification,
nolify the relevant Competent Authorily and
all IAPs of intention lo appeal

Wilhin 10 days of receipt of notification, notify
the refevant Competent Authorily of intention to
appeal

3. Notification served by the Applicant must
include:
3.1. A copy of the notice of intenlion lo
appeal; and
3.2. A nolice indicating where and for whal
period the appeal submission will be
avaitable for inspection by all IAPs

Appellant must serve on the Appticant

3.1, A copy of the notice of intention to appeal

3.2. A nofice indicating where and for what
period the appeal submission will be
available for inspection by the applicant

4. The appeal must be submilied to the

relevant Competent Authority or delegated
organ of Slate within 30 days of lodging of
the notice of intention to appeal

The appeal must be submiled to the relevant
Competent Authority or delegated organ of
State within 30 days of lodging of the notice of
intention to appeal

5. A person or organ of state that receives
notice of an appeal may submit a responding
statement to the relevant Compelent
Authority or delegated organ of state within
30 days from the date that the appeal
submission was made available for
inspection by the appellant

An Applicant that receives notice of an appeal
may submit a responding statement to the
refevant Competent Authority or delegated
organ of State within 30 days from the dale the
appeal submission was made available for
inspection by the appellant

NOTES:

1. An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:-
a) the Minister if the decislon was issued by the Director- General (or another official} acting in
his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authonity;
b) the MEC if the decision was issued by the Head of Department {or another official) acting in
his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authorily;

¢} the delegated organ of state where relevant.

2. An appeal lodged with:-

a) the Minister must be submitted to the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs;
b) the MEC must be submitted to the provincial department responsible for environmental affairs;
¢) the delegated organ of state, where relevant, must be submitted to the delegated organ of

state.

3. An appeal must be:-

a) on an official form obtainable or published by the relevant department;

b) accompanied by:

o astalement setting out the grounds of appeal;

e supporling documentation which is referred to in the appeal and is not avallable to the relevant

Competent Authority,

o astatement that the appellant has complied with regutation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of

the notices referred to in regulation 62;
s the prescribed appeal fee, if any.

4. A copy of the official appeal form can be obtained from:

See authorisalion cover letter,
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pepattment of Environmenial Affairs Environmenlal Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1296

Decision

The Department is salisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, thal the applicant should be authorised to

undertake the activily specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virlue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act
No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Depariment

hereby authorises —

ESKOM HOLDINGS LIMITED
with the following contact details -

Mr. Hannes van Rensburg
Eskom Holdings Limited
P O Box 3499
POLOKWANE

0700

Tel:  (015) 346 7179
Fax: {015) 295 7550

to undertake the following activity (hereafter referred to as “the activily");

GN R386
1(m):  Any purpose in the one in ten year floodline of a river or stream, or within 32 mefres from the
bank of a river or stream where the floodline is unknown, excluding purposes associated with

existing residential use, but including canals; channels; bridges; dams; and weirs.

Page 20118



Depaurlmenl of Environmentol Affoirs Environmental Authorisolion Reg. No. 12/12/20/1296

12:

14

15

16(b)

The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel, liquid pefrofeum gas

or paraffin, in containers with a combined capacily of more than 30 cubic melres but less

than 1000 cubic metres at any one focation or sile.

The transformation or removal of indigenous vegelation of 3 hectares or more or of any size
where the lransformation or removal would occur within a crilically endangered or an
endangered ecosystem fisted in terms of section 52 of the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004).

The constiuction of masts of any material or type and of any height, including those used for
telecommunication broadcasling and radio transmission, but excluding -
(a) masts of 15 metres and lower exclusively used
(i) by radio amateurs; or
(ii) for lighting purposes
(b) flag poles; and
(c} lightning conductor poles.

The construction of a road that is wider than 4 metres or thal has a reserve wider than 6
melres, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity or which are

access roads of less than 30 metres long.

The fransformation of undeveloped, vacant or derelict land to residential, mixed, retafl,
commercial, industial or institutional use where such development does not constitule infill

and where the total area to be transformed is bigger than 1 hectare.

GN R387

1)

The consiruction of faciliies or infrastruclure, including associated structures or
infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of above ground electricily with a

capacily of 120 kilovolts or more.

Any development activity, including associaled structures and infrastruciure where the fotal

area of the developed area is, or is intended lo be 20 hectares or more.

(\ \) \\0\?/\-({}0\0
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Department of Envircnmental Alfairs Environmental Authorisolion Reg, No, 12/12/20/1296

for the construction of the proposed Eskom Spencer NDP Project within the jurisdiclion of Molemole

and Makhado Local Municipalities, herealler referred to as “the property”.

The specific components for the project application are the following:

e Profect1
o Construct approximately 36km of 132kV Kingbird power line between lhe exisling
Soekmekaar Substation and the proposed Singo Substation.
o Construct the proposed Singo 2X20 MVA 132/22kV Substation on a 100m x 100m site and
a telecommunication tower,
o Conslruct approximately 25km of 132kV Kingbird power line between the proposed Singo
Substation and the proposed Mashau Substation.
o Construct the proposed Mashau 2X20 MVA 132/22kV Substalion on a 100m x 100m site
and a telecommunication tower.
o Conslruct approximately fkm Kingbird Loop-in-loop-oul power line from the proposed
Mashau Substation lo the existing Louis Trichard! - Venulu 132kV power line.
e Project2
o Construct the proposed Mamaila 2X20 MVA 132/22kV Substation on a 100m x 100m sile
and a telecommunication tower.
o Construct approximately 4.5km of Kingbird Loop-in-loop-out power line from the proposed

Marmaila Substation 1o the existing Spencer - Venulu 132KV power line.

o Details of the above components are the following:

o)

&

The 132KV power line will be constructed with steel monopoles, 18m — 23m long. Stays to
support the pylons can be used around bends in the alignment of the line. In the slraight
alignment self supporting structures can be used.

The existing (dirt) roads can also be used as construction roads with the implementation of
storm water drainage and erosion prevention measures.

The servitude width for the 132kV power fine will be 31 metres. The separating distance
from any other line is 21 metres.

The separating distance from the Cahorra Bassa transmi;.sion fine is recommended to be

40 mefres. [ S\ oo
A\ o )\}
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Depariment of Environmenlal Affairs Environmental Authorisalion Reg. No, 12/12/20/1296

The foop-in-toop-out lines will run parallel and the servitude width for both will be 31 melres.
The separating distance between the two lines is 21 melres.
The construction of a telecommunication tower of 36 metres high.

The construction of a site of 100X 100 metres for all three new stthstations.

The granting of this environmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below.

Conditions

Scope of authorisation

1.1 The approved power line route and substations site for project 1 are:

Route Alternative 2 from Soekmekaar substation to the new Mashau substation
Locality Alternative 2. The loop-in-loop-out power lines will be constructed from the
site for the Mashau substation (Locafity Alternative 2) to the T-off from the existing
Louis Trichardt - Venulu 132kV power line, The above described Route Alternalive (2)
is recommended as the proposed route lo accommodate any fulure expansion of the
informal residential areas close to the town Misevhayambwenda.

Mashau Localily Alternalive 2, situaled west of a drainage channel, in an agricultural
field.

Singo Locality Alternalive 2 situated just south of the dirt road to Geraldine and
Mathatji.

Both routes will follow for the first section of the route an existing Eskom servitude
where an existing power line (Cahorra Bassa) occur with resultant disturbance to the

natural habitat.

1.2 The approved route and substation sile for project 2 are:

Route Alternative 1 from the T-off from the existing Spencer — Venulu 132kV
power line to the new Mamaila substation on Locality Alternative 1. The loop-in-
loop-out power lines will be constructed from the T-off to the site for the Mamaila
substation (Locality Alternative 1).

Mamaila Localily Alternative 1 situated to the south of Locality Altemalive 2 on the

Sedibene Road. / -)\' 0L0
\ (\\0\”) G
AN )
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Deportment of Environmental Alalis Environmenlol Aulhorisalion Reg. No. 12/12/20/1796

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.1

1.12

The establishment of the power lines will require a 31m wide servitude. The boundary of the

servitude must be clearly demarcated and no vegetation clearing is permilled beyond lhe

boundary.

Bird Flight Diverters must be filted on earth wire on sections of the route as indicated on the

Sensilivily map in the Bird Impact Assessment.

In order to prevent the elecrocution of birds, parlicutarly vultures, on the poles, all poles

must be fitled with a standard type Eskom approved “bird perch” at the top of the pole. This

will provide ample safe perching space for any birds well clear of the dangerous hardware.

Wellands and waler bodies existing in close proximily to the sites of the proposal must be

delineated by a qualified welland ecologist and must be afforded an appropriale 20m

ecological buffer from the edge of the temporary wet hydromorphic zone lo ensure that the

natural integrity of the wetland systems in the area are not negatively impacted upon.

No vegetalion clearing should be permilted wilhin a 50m buffer area around the rivers and

within drainage lines. Additional measures should include:

s Where reasonable, access roads should be located outside of a 50m buffer from the
welland and drainage areas.

o Where reasonable, all towers should be oulside of a 50m buffer from the water bodies
and the lines should span the entire welland and drainage areas.

Vegetation clearing should be rehabilitated to a state eilher equal or beller than the present

slatus of the vegetalion. Additional measures should include:

o Impacted upon areas will require re-vegetation to prevent soil erosion.

e Areas with natural vegetation should be rehabilitated 1o meet or where possible improve
upon the current ecosystem status.

Boscia albilrunca and Sclerocarya birrea identified on the power line route are protected lree

species which must not be removed unless the necessary permission is granted by the

Depariment of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

A plant rescue programme must be undertaken prior to the construction phase for plants that

cannot be accommodated within the development footprint. This programme should include

the identification and relocation of species to a suitable site.

The Limpopo Environmental Management Act, 2003 {Act No. 7 of 2003) must be taken into

consideration with regards to protected plants as it is not only the National Forest Act 1998

(Act No 84 of 1398) which affords a protected stalus to ptants. |

No hunfing or snaring by contractors or employees is permilted. ( \) \}_(3\0

NARY
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Deparlimant of Envirenmentol Aflairs Environmental Authorisalion Reg. No. 17/ 1202011296

1.13

1.14

1.16

1.16

1.47

1.18

1.19

1.20
1.21

1.22

1.23

1.24

1.25

All topsoil must be removed from cleared or excavated areas for consfruction of the

substation or lines and stored in designated areas. Stockpiles should not exceed 2m in

height and must be protected from stormwater runoff.

Areas cleared or excavated are to be ripped, top-dressed with topsoil and re-vegetaled with

indigenous vegelation or vegetation matching local land-use where appropriate.

During construction soil retention mechanism and seeding should be underlaken to reduce

soit erosion. |

All necessary soil relention mechanism and runoff control must be implemented as per the

EMP for the project

In areas of steep terrain, all necessary soif retention mechanisms must be pul in place and

soils exposed during construction activities re-vegetated as soon as possible.

Hazardous malerials must be stored in regularly serviced containers enclosed in fully

bunded areas that will have the ability to accommodate 110% of the combined container

capacity. These bunded areas mus! be provided with a tap-off system through which the

spillages and leakages that might occur will be removed without any spillage outside of the

bunded areas.

In order to minimise visual intrusion as well as to facilitate easier access and maintenance,

the proposed new slructures must as far as possible be placed parallel to existing

infrastructure or power fine routes. Where possible, the power lines should be placed in such

a manner fo minimise sky lining and high visual impact setlings.

All development footprints must be surveyed and pegged out prior to construction.

Unnecessary disturbance to habitats should be strictly controlled and the footprint of the

impact must be kept to a minimum,

Water conlaining waste must not be discharged into the natural environment and measures

to conlain the waste water to safely dispose of it should be implemented by the applicant /

contraclor.

Waste disposal must take place in accordance with the National Environmental

Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008).

Surface and stormwater runoff generated on site should as far as possible be channelled

into designed adequate drains and not contribute o drainage problems along the adjacent

roads.

Temporary chemical toilets must be used during the construction phase and these must not

cause poliution to any water resources as well as pose a health hazard. These toilets must

be disposed al an authorised or licensed sewage disposal fa ility. A proof agreement
&

\é\\,\?)\?i o

)
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Department of Environmenlal Allairs Environmenlot Authorisalion Reg. No. 12/12/2041296

1.26

1.27

1.28

1.29

1.30

1.31

between lhe applicant and the sewage disposal facility must be submilled to the Depariment
of Waler Affairs at the following contact details:
Altention: M. Makhavhu
Depariment of Waler Affairs
Limpopo Province Regional Province
Private Bag X 9506
POLOKWANE
0700
Fax: 015 295 3249
Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which
conditions form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the
aulhorisalion. '
The holder of the authorisation shali be responsible for ensuring compliance with the
conditions by any person acting on his or her behalf, including but not limited fo, an agent,
sub-contractor, employee or person rendering a service to the holder of Ihe authorisation.
The activity authorised may only be carried out within the alignments and substation site
indicated in 1.1 above.
Any changes lo, or deviations from, the project descriplion sel out in this authorisation must
be approved, in wiiting, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be
effected. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Deparimenl may request
such information as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such
changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply
for further authorisation in terms of the regulations.
This aclivity must commence within a period of three (3) years from the date of issue. If
commencement of the aclivity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and
a new application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be
undertaken.
This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply
with any olher statulory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the
aclivity.
1.31.1 Relevant legislation that must he complied with by the holder of this authorisation

include:

o The requirements of Chapter Il, Section 38(1), (3) and (7) of the National

Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 26 of 1999, (ndudin\lhe comments and

i\oi
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Deporiment of Environmeniat Affairs Enviionmental Authorisalion Reg. No. 12012120/ 1296

recommendations of the relevant heritage resources authority responsible for the
area in which the development is proposed.

All provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 85 of 1993},
All provisions of the National Environment Management: Biodiversily Act, 2004
(Act 10 of 2004),

Should fill material be required for any purpose, the use of borrow pits must
comply with the provisions of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) administered by the Depariment of
Mining.

All provisions of the National Road Traffic Act (Act 93 of 1996).

All provisions of the National Water Act {Act 36 of 1998).

All provisions of the National Environmental Management Wasle Act (Act 59 of
2008).

Appeal of authorisation

1.32

1.33

The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affecled party, in
writing and within 10 (ten) calendar days, of receiving notice of the Department’s decision to

authorise the activity,

The nofification referred to in 1.32 must -

1.33.1
1.33.2

1.33.3

1.33.4

specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

inform the interested and affected parly of the appeal procedure provided for in
Chapler 7 of the regutations;

advise the interested and affecled paity thal a copy of the authorisalion will be
furnished on request; and

give the reasons for the decision.

Management of the activity

1.34

The Environmental Management Plan (EMP) dated August 2009 for the design and
construction of the Eskom Spencer NDP Project is hereby approved and must be

implemented and strictly enforced during all construction and operalional activities. The
EMP will be seen as a dynamic document. The EMP must be included in all contract

documentation for the construction and operational phases of the development.

& \&\’)\3\0‘0
()
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Deporiment of Environmenlol Affairs Environmenlol Authodsation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1796

1.35

1.36

1.37

The recommendations and miligation measures recorded in the EIR daled August 2009
must be adhered to and incorporated as part of the EMP where applicable.

Measures for the management of heritage resources if such are exposed during construction
must be implemented. Should any heritage resources be exposed during excavation for the
purpose of construction, construction in the vicinity of the finding musl be stopped
immediately. A registered heritage specialist must be called to the site for inspection. Under
no circumstances shall any heritage material be destroyed or removed from (he site. The
relevant heritage resource agency must be informed about the finding.

All correspondance with regard lo this application must be forwarded for attention fo The

Director; Environmental Impact Evaluation within the department.

Monitoring

1.38

The applicant must appoint a suitably experienced Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for

the construction phase of Ihe development that will have the responsibility to ensure that the

mitigation / rehabifitalion measures and recommendations referred to in this authorisation
are implemented and lo ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP. The following is
required:

1.38.1 The ECO shall be appointed before commencement of any land clearing or
construction activilies. |

1.38.2 The ECO shall keep record of all activiies on site, problems identified,
transgressions noted and a task schedule of lasks undertaken by the ECO.

1.38.3 Environmenlal awareness / education on the EMP mus! be conducted by the ECO
to the workers on the site.

1.38.4 An appropriate Biodiversily Relocalion Management Plan must be drawn up and
should be implemented by the ECO with the assistance of a qualified vegetation
specialist.

1.38.5 The ECO shall remain employed until all rebabilitation measures, as required for

implementation due to conslruction damage, are completed and the sile is ready for

operalion. ‘ / .
2\ 00
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Depariment of Environmental Alfalrs Environmendal Authorisalion Reg. No, 12/12£20/1296

1.38.6 Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made avaitable
for inspection to any relevant and competent authority in respect of {his
developmenl.

1.38.7 An open dialogue with the local community neighbouring the site must be
maintained and a Complaints and Comments register be opened on the sile and
managed by the ECO.

1.38.8 An independent Auditor must be appointed upon completion of the proposed project
to conducl a consolidated audil that must be submitted to the Depariment for record

pUIPOSES.

Recording and reporting to the Department

1.39

The holder of the authorisation must submif an environmental audit report o the Departiment

upon completion of the construction and rehabilitation activities. The environmental audit

report must -

1.39.1 Indicate the date of the audil, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the audit
in lerms of compliance with the environmental authorisation condilions as well as
the requirements of the EMP dated August 2009,

1.39.2 Records relaling to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available
for inspeclion to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this

development.

Commencement of the activity

1.40

1.41

142

The authorised activity / les shalt not commence within thirty (30} days of the dale of
signature of the authorisation. '
Should you be nolified by the minister of a suspension of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you shall not commence with the aclivity / ies unless authorised by the minister
in writing.

Thirty (30) days wiitlen notice must be given to the Department thal the aclivity will
commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes sile preparation. The
notice must include a date on which it is anlicipated that the aclivity will commence.

\/ | 2\ 00
W \&>\3’\""U
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Depatlment of Envilonmental Afiairs Environmental Aulhorisotion Reg. Mo. 12/12/20/1296

Notification to authorities

143 Fourleen (14) days wrillen nofice must be given lo the Depariment that the activity wil
commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation.

The nolice must include a date on which itis anlicipated that the activity will commence.
Operation of the activity

144 Fourleen (14) days writlen nolice musl be given to the Department that the activity

operational phase will commence.
Site closure and decommissioning

1.45 Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legistation at the time and comply with all relevant legal

requirements administered by any relevant and competent authorily at that time,
General

146 A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the properly where the aclivity {ies) will be
undertaken. The authorisalion must be produced to any authorised official of the
Department who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any
employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work at the
property.

147  Where any of the applicant's contact details change, including the name of the responsible
person, the physical or postal address andfor telephonic details, the applicant must notify the
Department as soon as the new details become known to the applicant.

148  The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48 (forly
eight) hours, if any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any
nolification in terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-
compliance. Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal
prosecution or other actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Ac,
1998 and the regulations.

1.49  National government, provincial government, local authorities or commitlees appointed in
terms of the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held
responsible for any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in fitle in

(\ \&,\?) Joto

%

Page 12 of 18 (

)



Depariment of Environmental Alfalrs Environmental Aulhorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1296

any instance where construction or operalion subsequent to conslruction be temporarily or
permanently stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of
authorisalion as set out in this document or any other subsequent document emanaling from

these conditions of authorisation.

Date of environmental authorisation: /L P/}e‘h(-b A610

Department of Environmental Affairs
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Deparkment of Eavironmental Affairs Environmenlol Authorisotion Reg. No. 12/12/20/1296

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Background

The applicant, Eskom Holding Limited applied for authorisation to carry out the following

activity -

GN R386
1{m):  Any purpose in the one in ten year floodline of a river or stream, or within 32 metres

12:

14

15

from the bank of a river or siream where the floodline is unknown, excluding purposes
associated with existing residential use, but including canals, channels; bridges; dams;

and weirs,

The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including pelrol, diesel, liquid
pefrofeum gas or paraffin, in containers with a combined capacily of more than 30

cubic metres but less than 1000 cubic metres at any one location or site.

The transformation or removal of indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares or more or of any
size where the fransformation or removal would occur within a criticafly endangered or
an endangered ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversily Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004).

The construction of masts of any material or type and of any height, including those
used for telecommunicalion broadcasting and radio fransmission, but excluding -
(a) masts of 15 melres and lower exclusively used
(i) by radio amateurs; or
(ii) for lighting purposes
{b) flag poles; and
{¢) lightning conductor poles.

The construction of a road that is wider than 4 metres or that has a reserve wider than
6 metres, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activily or which

are access roads of less than 30 metres fong.

1 fo
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16{b) The transformation of undeveloped, vacan! or derelict land to residential, mixed, relail,
commercial, industriaf or institulional use where such development does not conslitute

infill and where the total area fo be lransformed is bigger than 1 hectare.

GN R387
1)  The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or

infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of above ground efectricity with a

capacily of 120 kilovolls or more.

2: Any development activily, including associated structures and infrasfructure where the
{otal area of the developed area is, or is infended fo be 20 hectares or more.

The applicant appointed Urgeneg to underlake an Environmental Impact Assessment process

as required by Regulation R, 385.

information considered in making the decision
In reaching ils decision, the Depariment took, infer alia, the following into consideralion -

a} The information contained in the Scoping Report and Plan of Study for EIR dated
December 2008,

b) The information contained in the EIR daled August 2009;

¢) The objeclives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including
saction 2 of the NEMA,

d) Comments from the Interested and Affected Parlies.

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Depariment was laken into account in the Depariment’s

were of the most significance is set out below;

a) The applicant has met the requirements of the EIR as per the EIA Regulations, 2006.
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b) A detailed public participation process was undertaken and the consultant has salisfied
the minimum reguirements as prescribed in lhe EIA Regulalions, 2006 for public
involvement,

¢} As parl of the EIA process, Urgeneg being the principal consultancy identified potential
envirenmental impacls associated with the proposed construction and operalion and
proposed feasible mitigation measures to mitigate the identified impacts.

d) Alternative sites and alignment options were investigated lo minimize the potential harm
to the environment.

¢) Comments received from the Interested and Affecled Parties {(I&APs) were adequately
addressed,

fy The significant environmental impacts identified during the EIR phase were adequately
addressed and miligation measures for these impacts were proposed. The mosl
significant impacts idenlified were:

Risk of surface and water pollution impacts;
o Impact on natural habitat;
o Cultural heritage resources impacls;
o Solid waste impacts
o Risk of erosion; and
o Visual and aesthelic impacts.
Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Deparlment made the

following findings -

The EIR submilted is detalled and included the identification and assessment of all

relevant significant impacts.

With regards to altérnatives, the following have been assessed and approved;

a)

The approved power line route and substations site for project 1 are:

o Route Alternative 2 from Soekmekaar substation to the new Mashau
substation Locality Alternative 2. The loop-in-loop-out power lines will be

constructed from the site for the Mashau subs{at; {Localily Alternative 2) to the

0/0
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b)

T-off from the existing Louis Trichardt — Venulu 132kV power line. The above
described Route Alternalive (2) is recommended as the proposed route lo
accommodate any fulure expansion of the informal residential areas close 1o the
town Misevhayambwenda.

Mashau Localily Alternative 2, situated west of a drainage channel, in an
agricultural fiefd.

Singo Locality Alternative 2 siluated just south of the dirl road to Geraldine and
Mathatiji.

Both routes will follow for the first section of the roule an exisling Eskom servitude
where an existing power line (Cahorra Bassa) occur with resultant disturbance fo

the natural habitat.

The approved route and substation site for project 2 are

Roufe Alternative 1 from the T-off from the existing Spencer — Venulu 132kV
power line to the new Mamaila substation on Locality Alternative 1. The
loop-in-loop-out power lines will be constructed from the T-off to the site for the
Mamaita substation (Locality Alternative 1),

Mamaila Locality Alternative 1 situated to the south of Localily Alternalive 2 on the
Sedibene Road.

Sufficient assessment of the.key identified issues and impacts have been

completed. The most significant issues identified are linked to Visual and

Aesthetics impacts on the surrounding area as well as private landownership.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-

making process.

The proposed mitigalion of impacls identified and assessed adequately curtails

the identified impacts.

All legal and procedural requirements have been met.

The Department is confident that all reasonable actions were underiaken by the

consultant to ensure that the key stakeholders were informed of the study and

could place comments on record.

The information conlained in the EIR dated August 2009 is accurate and

credible. -z
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e According to the load flow studies done by Eskom as well as the predicted load
forecast for the area, it has become evident that the existing Spencer Distribution
networks are exceeding its maximum power {ransfer capabilily.

e The proposed development is compatible with the envisaged sites for the
development.

o All comments provided in response to the EIA report were addressed in

appropriate detail.

in view of the above, lhe Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the
conditions contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict
with the general objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of
the Nalional Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental
environmental impacts resulling from lhe proposed aclivity can be mitigated to acceptable

levels. The application is accordingly granted.
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