
 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Eskom Distribution Division

Envirolution Consulting (Pty) Ltd was appointed by Eskom Holdings SOC Limited (Eskom) to conduct
the Basic Assessment (BA) Process for the proposed development of the 132 kV Chikadee power line
between existing Bothashoek/Speculate 132 kV power line and the proposed Woestalleen Traction
Station within the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, Mpumalanga Province.
ALTERNATIVES/DEVIATIONS CONSIDERED: A Preferred Alternative 1 (Orange route) has been
proposed for the 132 kV Chikadee power line between the existing Bothashoek/Speculate 132 kV
power line and the proposed Woestalleen traction substation, which will span for approximately 450
m. One other alignment (Alternative 2) has been proposed as the alternative and spans for
approximately 560 m. Both alternative alignments are proposed to have 32 m servitude. It must be
noted that a corridor of 100 m (50 m either side) will be assessed for both alternatives for the purpose
of this basic assessment. Alternative 1 (preferred): The length of power line Alternative 1 is
approximately 450 m in total and it will originate from the proposed Woestalleen substation. The power
line will start at the proposed Woestalleen substation and span in a north easterly direction before
turning north west over the railway, before connecting to the Bothashoek / Speculate power line. This
power line servitude is 32 m and traverses Woestalleen 477 JS, Woestalleen 477 JS Portion 8 and De
Groote Rietpan 479 JS Portion 2. Alternative 2: The length of power line Alternative 2 is approximately
560 m in total and it will exit the Woestalleen Substation in a northerly direction over the railway,
before turning north east and connecting to the Bothashoek / Speculate power line.. This power line
servitude is 32 m and traverses Woestalleen 477 JS, Woestalleen 477 JS Portion 8 and De Groote
Rietpan 479 JS Portion 2. No Go Alternative: The No-go option implies that the Project does not
proceed, and will thus comprise of Eskom not going ahead with the construction of the proposed
power line and substation expansion. Ideally, this would be the preferred alternative as the status quo
of the environment remains unchanged, however due to the growing demand for energy and activities
that will require electricity in the area, this alternative is not preferred. This option is assessed as the
“No go” alternative in this basic assessment report. Important Note: An environmental authorisation
from Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) has been granted to Transnet (SOC) Ltd, hereafter
Transnet, for the proposed Woestalleen substation (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/1/1437) (see Appendix J1).
The proposed Woestalleen substation’s footprint servitude belongs to Transnet however, Eskom will
install feeder equipment on a section of this servitude footprint of the substation in order to
accommodate the proposed 132 kV Chikadee line will connect from the Woestalleen substation to the
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existing Bothashoek/Speculate 132 kV power line. At the time of compilation of this BAR, construction
of the Woestalleen substation had commenced. The proposed Woestalleen substation will be located
directly adjacent to the existing Transnet traction station. As mentioned above, the objective for this
specific development is to assist Transnet in increasing its export coal capacity to 81MTPA and to
upgrade the DC sections on the Transnet traction site as well as on the corresponding Eskom sides.

Envirolution Consulting has been appointed by Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd to conduct an Environmental
Authorisation (EA) Application process for the proposed 132KV Chickadee Powerline between the existing
Bothashoek/Speculate 132KV powerline and the proposed Woestalleen Traction Station within the Steve
Tshwete Local Municipality, Mpumalanga Province.

A draft Basic Assessment Report (dBAR) has submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management
Act, 1998 (NEMA), and the NEMA 2014 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. The proposed
development will include a powerline of either 450 m (Alternative 1) or 560 m (Alternative 2). Both alternatives
will have a servitude of 32 m.

Dr van Schalwyk was appointed to conduct the heritage component of the BAR.

Van Schalwyk, 2017. Phase 1 Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment: The Construction of a 132kv Chikadee
Power Line on the Farm Woestalleen 477JS, Southeast of Middelburg, Steve Tshwete Local Municipality,
Mpumalanga Province.

No heritage resources were identified within the proposed route alternatives. Alternative 1 is supported.
Recommendations provided in the report include the should archaeological sites or graves be exposed during
construction work, it must be immediately reported to a heritage practitioner so that an investigation and
evaluation of the finds can be made.

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit requests that a Palaeontological Desktop
Study or Letter of Recommendation for Exemption be conducted by a qualified palaeontologist as the
proposed route is located within an area of very high palaeontological sensitivity. The report/letter must comply
with the 2012 SAHRA Minimum Standards for Palaeontological Component of Heritage Impact Assessments.

Further comments will be issued upon receipt of the above.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.
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Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Acting Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/488003
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