
 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Sishen Iron Ore Company (Pty) Ltd - Sishen Mine

Sishen Iron Ore Company (Pty) Ltd upgrading the existing DMS processing plant at Sishen Mine,
Kathu in the Northern Cape.

EXM Advisory Services has been appointed by Sishen Iron Ore Company (Pty) Ltd to conduct an
Environmental Authorisation Application for the proposed upgrading of the existing DMS Plant at Sishen Mine
near Kathu, Northern Cape.

A Final Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) have
been submitted to SAHRA in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (NEMA) and the EIA
Regulations as part of a section 102 application in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (MPRDA)(As amended). The upgrade will include modifications to some components
of mine infrastructure and include additional conveyors. The entire development is located within a highly
disturbed mining area.

The EIA notes that no heritage resources will be impacted by the development, however no assessment of
heritage resources has been submitted as per section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of
1999 (NHRA). The SAHRA 2006 SAHRA 2006 Minimum Standards: Archaeological and Palaeontological
Component of Impact Assessments and SAHRA 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological Component of
Heritage Impact Assessments makes reference to a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption that is to be
submitted if there is no likelihood that heritage sites will be impacted. No such letter has been submitted as
part of the EA application.

In a Final Comment issued on the 27/06/2018, SAHRA stated that the proposed developed could not be
endorsed as no assessment of heritage resources that complies with section 38(3) of the NHRA has been
submitted as part of the EA application. Additionally, as per section 38(8) of the NHRA, SAHRA therefore
advised the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) and the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) to
reject the application to upgrade existing DMS processing plant at Sishen Mine, Kathu in the Northern Cape
(NC 30/5/1/2/3/2/1/ (259) MR).
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EXM Advisory Services responded to the Final Comment in a letter noting that no new footprint areas at
Sishen Mine would be disturbed as a result of the proposed development and requested that the development
be exempted from the requirement for a Heritage Impact Assessment.

In a Letter issued on the 28/09/2018, SAHRA responded to the letter submitted by the applicant with the
following:

The response letter to SAHRAs Final Comment is noted, however the Final Comment issued on 27/06/2018
still stands. 

SAHRA was first included in the EA Application process once the EIA was finalised. Had SAHRA been notified
and an application created during the draft Scoping Phase, the applicant would have been advised of the
requirements to comply with section 38 of the NHRA very early on in the application process. 

Should the applicant wish to comply with section 38 of the NHRA, a Letter of Recommendation for Exemption,
as provided for in the Minimum Standards noted above, drafted by a relevant heritage specialist may be
submitted for review. Any comments issued on such a document would need to be forwarded directly to the
competent authority for consideration during the decision making process. The applicant is reminded that
during an application conducted as per section 38(8) of the NHRA, SAHRA is only a commenting authority, not
a decision making authority. The decision regarding the EA application lies with the DEA and/or DMR. 

Since the issuing of the Letter, a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) has been submitted to the case. PGS
Heritage was appointed to provide the HIA.

Birkholtz, P. 2018. Heritage Impact Assessment – Proposed DMS Upgrade Project at the Sishen Mine. 

No archaeological or heritage sites of significance were identified as part of the HIA, which included a field
visit, review of historical aerial photograph and a detailed literature review. A recommendation provided in the
report includes that should the  development  footprints  change  or  be  altered in  any  way; these  changes
must  be  assessed  in  the  field  by  a  heritage  specialist  /  archaeologist  before construction commences.
No assessment or recommendations regarding palaeontological resources are provided in the report.

In an Interim Comment issued on the 25/01/2019, SAHRA requested that the outstanding assessment of
palaeontological resources be submitted for review.



 

 

 

 

 

 

Butler, E. 2019.  Palaeontological Exemption  Letter  for the  Proposed DMS  Upgrade Project  at  the  Sishen 
Mine, Gamagara  Local  Municipality, Northern Cape Province.

The proposed development area is underlain by the Late Cenozoic sediments of the Kalahari Group. These
deposits are of low palaeontological sensitivity. The development footprint may contain Late Cenozoic calcrete
which comprises of bones, horn corns, mammalian teeth, tortoise remains, crocodile and amphibian remains,
termite and insect burrows and mammalian trackways. Due to the low sensitivity of the underlying geology, it is
recommended that no further specialist palaeontological studies are required.

Final Comment

The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit has no objections to the proposed
development and supports the recommendations of the specialists. The recommendations of the specialist
and the following conditions must be included in the EMPr:

If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures, indigenous
ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash concentrations), fossils
or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed development, SAHRA APM
Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted. If unmarked human burials are
uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG) Unit (Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Mimi
Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per section 35(3) and 36(6) of the NHRA. A
professional archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted
as soon as possible to inspect the findings. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
archaeological or palaeontological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to
permits issued by SAHRA;
The decision regarding the EA Application must be communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the
SAHRIS Case application.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.
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________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Acting Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/504776

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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