
 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Hantie Plomp
Triplo4 Sustainable Solutions

The Project entails the generation of electricity from one Powership moored in the Port of Saldanha
Bay, fueled with natural gas supplied from a second ship, a FSRU. The two ships will be moored in the
port for the Project’s contracted 20-year lifespan (as per the RMIPPPP requirements). A LNGC will
bring in LNG and offload it to the FSRU approximately once every 20 to 30 days, dependent on power
demand which is determined by the buyer, ESKOM. The FSRU stores the LNG onboard and turns the
liquid form into gaseous form (Natural Gas) upon demand from the Powership (Regasification). Natural
gas will be transferred from the FSRU to the Powership via a subsea gas and overland pipeline.
Electricity will be generated on the Powership by 24 reciprocating engines, each having a heat input in
excess of 10MW (design capacity of 18.32MW each at full capacity). Heat generated by operation of the
reciprocating engines is captured, and that energy is used to create steam to drive two steam turbines
that each have a heat input of circa 15.45MW. The contracted capacity of 320MW, which will be
measured at the Point of Utility Connection located at the new switching station, and which cannot be
exceeded under the terms of the RMIPPPP, will be evacuated via a 132 kV transmission line. This line
of approximately 7.5km in length will interconnect the Powership to the National Grid utilising the
existing Aurora- Saldanha Steel network via a new 132kV on shore switching station.

The South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) would like to thank you for submitting the revised
Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (DEIA) report and the Final Environmental Management Programme
(EMPR) report for the Proposed Gas to Power Powership Project at the Port of Saldanha Bay and associated
evacuation route within Saldanha Bay Local Municipality, West Coast District, Western Cape, South Africa. 

SAHRA previously issued 2 final comments for this project. The first was issued in May 2021 and the case
was Closed(approved), however, the application for Environmental Authorisation was refused. After various
stages of appeal, the DFFE advised that an updated EIAr, addressing the various gaps in information, and
subject to a Public Participation Process (PPP), must be submitted to the Competent Authority for
reconsideration. SAHRA was advised of the new process on 24th October 2022 and informed the applicant
that updated documents must be uploaded onto the existing case on SAHRIS so that they can be reviewed for
any changes that may impact any heritage resources. The relevant documents were uploaded onto SAHRIS
on 14th November 2022 and the second final comment was issued. In March 2023 SAHRA was informed by
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the applicant that the application for Environmental Authorisation had been suspended. In August 2023
SAHRA was notified that the suspension was lifted and that the DEIA and Final EMPR were available for
public comment and had been uploaded onto SAHRIS for review.

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and
section 38(8) of the NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and must be included in the
Final EIA and EMPr: 

38(4)a – The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU)  and Maritime and Underwater Cultural
Heritage (MUCH) Unit has no objections to the proposed development;

38(4)b – Having reviewed the DEIA, SAHRA notes that maritime heritage has been addressed and
mitigation measures have been recommended. Sections 6.2.3 and 7.5.10 make reference to maritime
heritage and include measures to be undertaken during the proposed project. SAHRA supports these
measures and emphasises that the recommendations set out in section 7.5.10 must be adhered to
should any cultural heritage come to light.

38(4)b - The final EMPR addresses heritage in sections 7.3.10 and 7.7.20, the Impact Management
Actions made in these sections are supported by SAHRA and must be adhered to during the proposed
project.

38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. shipwrecks or shipwreck material, or
other categories of heritage resources) are found during the proposed development, SAHRA DAU
(Natasha Higgitt 021 202 8660) must be alerted as per section 35(3) of the NHRA. Non-compliance
with this section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section 51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the
Schedule;

38(4)d – See section 51 of the NHRA regarding offences;
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38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the appointment of specialists:

If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the development, a professional archaeologist
or maritime archaeologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted as soon as
possible to inspect the heritage resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
heritage significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to permits issued by
SAHRA; Should any shipwrecks be identified as part of this project then SAHRA must be notified to
enable the information to be added to the national shipwreck database.

The Final EIA and EMPr of the development must be submitted to SAHRA for record purposes;

SAHRA must be informed regarding the outcome of the EA application. The decision on the EA
application must be uploaded to the SAHRIS Case for record purposes.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Briege Williams
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency
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________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Manager: Development Applications Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/543515

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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