
 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Miss yvonne gutoona

Amendment of a prospecting right to include bulk sampling proposed prospecting is on Sea
concession 11(b) which is situated 53km northwest of Vredendal, Western Cape.

The South African Heritage Resources Agency would like to thank you for submitting the Draft Scoping Report
for the Amendment of an Existing Prospecting Right to Include Bulk Sampling by Moonstone Diamonds
Marketing (Pty) Ltd on Sea Concession 11(b), Vredendal, West Coast, South Africa. 

In terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, No 25 of 1999 (NHRA), Sections 2 and 35 stipulates that any
wreck, being any vessel or aircraft or any part thereof older than 60 years old lying in South Africa's territorial
waters or maritime cultural zone is protected and falls under the jurisdiction of SAHRA's Maritime and
Underwater Cultural Heritage Unit. These heritage sites or objects may not be disturbed without a permit from
the relevant heritage resources authority. 

The number of known shipwrecks along the South African coast is approximately 2500 and although many
occur in shallower waters, the positions of the large majority of these wrecks are unknown. Given the distance
from the shore and the depths at which the activities will take place it is unlikely that cultural remains will be
discovered. There are no known shipwrecks in the area of the proposed sampling, however, the potential for
the discovery of previously unknown wrecks remains. 

The proposed work consists of three activities and their associated studies, namely non-intrusive geophysical
survey followed by intrusive drilling and bulk sampling. 

The need for a specialist study of underwater cultural heritage has been identified in section 3.1.11 of the DSR
which states that a maritime heritage and palaeontology assessment will be conducted.  SAHRA supports this
recommendation. The heritage impact assessment must include a specialist study of maritime and underwater
cultural heritage to be undertaken by a suitably qualified Maritime Archaeologist and must include mitigation
and management measures to address any possible threat. 

WC: 30/5/1/2/2/10334PR

Our Ref:

Enquiries: Briege Williams Date: Monday August 30, 2021

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: bwilliams@sahra.org.za

Page No: 1

CaseID: 17009



 

 

 

 

 

 

If any shipwrecks are identified during the survey SAHRA must be informed of any such discovery. This
management measure must be inserted into the appropriate section of the EMP. Survey data is a valuable
resource in adding to our knowledge of South Africa’s maritime history. 

Please note that on page 36 the first paragraph of section 3.1.11 reads National Heritage Resources Act, 1999
(Act 25 of 1998) when it should be National Heritage Resources Act, No 25 of 1999, this must be amended to
avoid confusion.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Briege Williams
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Lesa la Grange
Manager: Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/580761
(, Ref: WC: 30/5/1/2/2/10334PR )
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Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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