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Introduction 

Section 5 (1)(a) of the National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA) states that 

“Heritage resources have lasting value in their own right and provide evidence of the origins 

of the South African society and as they are valuable, finite, non-renewable and irreplaceable 

they must be carefully managed to ensure their survival”. 

On the 12th of June 2019, South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) Heritage 

Protection Unit conducted an inspection at the Mary Moffat’s Museum in Griekwastad- 

Northern Cape.  

1. Locality and Description of the Building 

The Museum is located at Main street in Griekwastad. The building is constructed with face 

brick and a thatch roof. The museum used to be the old mission house, build roundabout 1828. 

2. Significance of the objects 

When Griquatown was laid out as a town in 1879, the survey commenced from the mission 

house, the parallels being taken from the front walls of the building. In 1904 this house was 

sold to Barclays Bank, who purchased the property directly from the London Missionary 

Society, and up to 1956 used it as a bank. When Barclays Bank completed their new building 

next door, the building was converted into a museum. 

Dr Robert Moffat and his wife Mary, waiting to depart to Kuruman, resided at Griquatown 

when their daughter, Mary, later Mrs Livingstone. 

A pulpit used by Moffat, Waterboer and David Livingstone, is a declared National Monument. 

It was probably made by Robert Hamilton, a co-operator of Moffat. The old ship's bell was the 

church bell and was reputedly brought from Cape Town and was transported on the back of an 

ox. It announced the sermons preached by the missionaries Livingstone, Moffat and Waterboer. 

The museum was named after Mary Livingstone, eldest daughter of Robert and Mary Moffat.  

3.Object and Building Assessment 

The Pulpit is placed at the right-hand corner of the museum. The pulpit is demarcated, so that 

visitors cannot get on top of the pulpit. This ensures that the pulpit is conserved and protected 

against further damage. The pulpit has not been cleaned in a long while and harbours a lot of 

dust.  
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Figure 1: Image of Pulpit                   Figure 2: Damaged wood of the pulpit 

The building is not that well secured as the security measures used is the one burglar door at 

the entrance door. Visitors are charged an entrance fee to visit the museum. A visitor 

registration is kept for record keeping purposes. There is no security on guard, and no CCTV’s. 

The building has no fire detectors, and the roof is made of thatch.  The museum only houses 

one fire extinguisher for the whole museum.  

4. Status of the objects 

The Mary Moffat’s Pulpit is in a fair condition.  

Conclusion 

The Moffat’s pulpit needs a proper conservation management plan.  

Manager: Nkosazana Machete            Executive Officer: Mamakomoreng Nkhasi          
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