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1. INTRODUCTION

On 25 August 2020 human bones were unearthed during trenching for installation of
a bulk water supply pipeline at Ga-Mogashoa Village in the Ga-Mogashoa Tribal
authority area, Makhudumataga, Sekhukhune District Municipality in Limpopo
Province (Lat: 24°48'17.50"S Long: 29°59'24.60"E ). Water supply in rural areas is
one of Government’s critical service delivery priorities. On noticing the human bones
the civil works were suspended, the site was barricaded, and the Environmental
Control Officer was notified. An archaeologist was called to the site for a preliminary

assessment of the situation.
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Fig 1. Map showing location of the burial at Ga-Mogashoa Village.

Ga-Mogashoa is a small village located on the foot of the Kgalatlou Mountain Range.
It is one of several villages under the jurisdiction of a Tribal Authority of the same
name situated 12 km southeast of Jane Furse. Kgalatlou Mountain forms part of the
Leolo Mountain range extending south to Stoffberg. The mountain range curves
gently to form a wide horseshoe opening to the west. In a large scale overview, the
Village is situated in a trough, with the mountain range forming the western fringes of
the Limpopo Drakensberg mountain system. More significantly this area is part of the
Bushveld Igneous Complex, a mineral rich belt stretching from Lydenburg and



Burgersfort in the east to the Northwest Province and border with Botswana. This

belt is endowed with the Platinum Group of Minerals (PMG).

Figure 1: View of Kgalatlou Mountain Range from the burial site

2. PRELIMINARY FINDINGS

The human bones seem to represent a single individual, possibly an adult female
buried with funerary goods including two lower grinding stones, potsherds, sherd of a

cast iron pot. These goods suggest a kit of household utensils (Figure 7-9).



Figure 2: The area was barricaded

Figure 3: The unmarked grave was a village pathway between 2 homesteads



Figure 4: Human limb bones exposed during trenching for installation of a water pipeline

Figure 5: Set of bones includes sherds of the skull



Figure 7: Two lower grinding stones



Figure 8: Potsherds found together with the human bones

Figure 9: Sherd of a cast iron pot found together with the human bones



3. PROPOSED MITIGATION

The fact that the burial is located in a residential area and no one in the village has
come forward with information about the deceased is circumstantial proof that it is an
old burial, forgotten and dating back to a generation bygone. This points to a much
older archaeological provenance, probably dating to the 19t century. Graves of
unknown persons or older than 60 years are curated in terms of Section 36 of the
National Heritage Resources Act (No 25 / 1999). Furthermore in line with SAHRA
Guidelines on the treatment of human remains a permit application must be sent to

the SAHRA for archaeological salvage of the remains.

4. SITE VISITS AND PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

During a site visit on Friday 16 October 2020, the Environmental Officer and
Heritage Specialist met with the Site Project Manager before proceeding to Chief
Ga-Mogashoa’s residence for consultation. The Chief was approached through his
secretary, and the procedure explained to him concerning unidentified human
remains in terms of Section 36 of the National Heritage Resources Act and
Regulations (gazetted in 2000). Chief Ga-Mogashoa expressed concern about the
requirement that remains of unidentified persons accidentally found during
excavations must be re-interred in a formal cemetery outside the village. He wanted
the remains to be reinterred in the same village. Subsequently at a meeting of the
Traditional Council it was agreed that the remains will be burial at the Ga-Mogashoa-
Monamane Cemetery c. 600m northwest of the graves site (Lat: 24°48'00.6"S Long:
29°59'18.0"E) (Figure 10)

On 12 February 2020, the bones were retrieved from the site and taken to the
Forensic Anthropology Research Centre at the University of Pretoria for temporary
storage while reburial arrangements were being made. The grinding stones and
pottery were taken to the Ga-Mogashoa Traditional Authority Offices for temporary

storage, and will be reinterred with the human remains.
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Figure 10: Ga-Mogashoa — Monamane Cemetery
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