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David Morris is Head of Archaeology at the McGregor Museum in Kimberley, and has a 

PhD from the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town. His doctoral research 

revolved on the rock art of the Northern Cape, his prior Masters dissertation having focused 

on the site of Driekopseiland near Kimberley. He has done extensive fieldwork in the 

Karoo, while recent work has included research at sites north of the Orange River and in 

the vicinity of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. His museum research addresses a wide 

cross-section of Northern Cape archaeological and historical matters. His interests include 

public archaeology, and he was closely involved in developing the Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art 

Centre outside Kimberley and in writing the SAHRA-approved Conservation Management 

Plan for Wonderwerk Cave near Kuruman. With John Parkington and photographer Neil 

Rusch, he has co-authored the book Karoo rock engravings (2008). He is currently 

preparing a monograph on Wildebeest Kuil as part of a Franco-South African Groupe de 

Recherche International partnership and research programme, and has helped co-edit 

chapters for a forthcoming book, Working with rock art: international perspectives, the 

proceedings of an international SACRA conference held in Kimberley in 2006. He has 

attended rock art meetings in France and Mexico and is a partner in the South Africa-

Mexico rock art programme launched in 2008 and broadened to include Botswana and 

Moçambique (2009). He addressed colleagues in archaeology at the Russian Academy of 

Sciences in St Petersburg in 2004. Born in Kimberley, he has a general interest in the 

history of the Northern Cape; and in museums and their role in society. He was editor of 

the South African Archaeological Society newsletter The Digging Stick (1994-2001) and 

Vice-President of the Society (2002-2004). 

 

He is a member of the Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists, and is 

an accredited Principal Investigator for Heritage Impact Assessments – archaeology 

(specialist in Rock Art and Stone Age, experience with historical archaeology and human 

remains).   

 

He was a member of two Ministerial Working Groups (Sites and Collections and Archaeo-

Palaeo Tourism) commissioned (2010) by the NRF, Department of Science and 

Technology, to advise on policy with regard to the Palaeo-Sciences in South Africa.  
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1997-   McGregor Museum: Principal Museum Human Scientist 
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2000-   McGregor Museum: Principal Museum Natural Scientist: Head of 

Archaeology Dept 
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Northern Cape. 
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Served on Editorial Board of Southern African Field Archaeology 
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Morris, D. 2003. Rock engravings in the Northern Cape, South Africa: a heritage resource 

in research and development. Paper presented at  Khoe and San Research and 

Development Conference, Gaborone, Botswana. 

 

Morris, D. 2004. Rock art in the Karoo. Paper invited as part of series on Southern African 

rock art, University of Cape Town Summer School, Jan 2004. 

 

Morris, D. 2004. The significance of landscape in the interpretation of rock art in the 

Northern Cape. Kimberley Biodiversity Research Mini-Symposium.  



 

Morris, D. 2004. The daughters of Jarnović. Jarnović Bicentenary Symposium, St 

Petersburg, Russia, 23 Nov 2004.  

 

Morris, D. 2004. Rock art in the Northern Cape, South Africa. Russian Academy of 

Sciences, St Petersburg, 24 Nov 2004. 
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Morris, D. 2005. Towards St Cyprian’s Cathedral Centenary. Historical Society, Kimberley, 

2005.  

 

Morris, D. 2002. Museums and heritage sites. Northern Cape Education Department. South 

African History Project, Upington, Dec 2002. 

 

Morris, D. 2006. The importance of Wildebeest Kuil; ‘a hill with a future, a hill with a past’. 

South African Rock Art Conference, Kimberley, Feb 2006. 

 

Morris, D. 2006. Re-membering Driekopseiland: the tangible and the intangible in a 

Northern Cape rock art site. SAMA Conference, Drakensberg, Jun 2006. 

 

Morris, D. 2006. Between a rock and a hard disk: on the history of rock art and its 

conservation. SAPCON conference, Kimberley, Jul 2006. 

 

Morris, D. 2006. Telling impressions: Breuil’s observations on rock engravings near 

Kimberley in 1929. Paper presented at Breuil Conference, Origins Centre, University 

of the Witwatersrand, 25 August 2006. 

 

Morris, D. 2006. Investigating relational ontology and animism as context in rock art 

research in the Northern Cape.  

 

Morris, D. 2006. Unsettling sites / sights: Liz Crossley’s “Miles and Miles” signs at the 

Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre and their implications in a critique of heritage and 

touristic conceptions of “site” and stereotype. A contribution to Liz Crossley’s 

performance: “The past is not dead”. Rosa Luxemburg Foundation/South African 

History Archive Conference on “Memory, heritage and the public interest” - 

Repackaging historical material: exhibitions, tours and physical spaces. 

 

Morris, D. 2007. Women in Rock Art: The legacy of Maria Wilman and Dora Fock. Paper 

delivered at Wildebeest Kuil, 21 August 2007. 

 

Morris, D. 2007. The Kalabasput Vultures: on the interpretation of a series of unusual 

Karoo rock engravings. Centenary Biodiversity Forum McGregor Museum. 

 

Morris , D. 2007. France … at a glance: impressions from a round trip of 80 hours (the 

GDRI inaugural meeting with thoughts on tourism and the globalisation of culture). 

Paper delivered for the Historical Society of Kimberley and Northern Cape at Africana 

Library, 28 August 2007. 

 

Morris, D. 2008. Rock engravings of the Kimberley area. Presentation for Clemson 

University visit to Kimberley, March 2008. 

 

Morris, D. 2008. Interpretation and Presentation of Rock Engraving Sites near Kimberley, 

South Africa. Paper presented at the South Africa-Mexico Bilateral Rock Art Seminar, 

Mexico City, May 2008. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Rock engravings of the Northern Cape: an overview. ‘Museum Talk’ 

Presentation, Northern Cape Writers’ Festival.  



 

Morris, D. 2009. Wonderwerk Cave: the parietal art in regional perspective. Presented at 

the Wonderwerk Cave Symposium, 9 June 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Rock Art Seminar 2009: the view from Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre 

and the McGregor Museum, Kimberley. Presented at international Rock Art Seminar, 

Botswana-Mexico-Moçambique-South Africa, Origins Centre, Wits University, 20 June 

2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Notes on Sites near Kimberley. Excursion booklet on sites to be visited on 

24 and 25 June 2009, Rock Art Seminar 2009, Botswana- Mexico-Moçambique-South 

Africa. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Wonderwerk Cave parietal art: Interpretation, Conservation and 

Presentation. Presented at international Rock Art Seminar 2009, McGregor Museum, 

26 June 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Echoes of an ancient dance: is rock art the residue of ritual sequence? 

Presented at Acunda Dance Workshop, Mayibuye Centre, 3 September 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Lessons from Wildebeest Kuil: implications for heritage and tourism 

development at other sites in the Northern Cape. Presented at Heritage in Tourism 

Seminar, Kimberley, September 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Liz Crossley’s “Miles and Miles” signs at Wildebeest Kuil - a critique of 

heritage and touristic conceptions of “site” and stereotype. Presented at Heritage in 

Tourism Seminar, Kimberley, September 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Karoo Rock Engravings and other traces of KhoeSan history: conserving 

heritage, developing tourism. Presented at Conference, “Creative Tourism in the 

Karoo: Implications for 2010 and beyond,” Gariep, November 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2009. Archaeology at the McGregor Museum, Kimberley, 2009-2010. McGregor 

Museum workshop, Magersfontein, 25 November 2009. 

 

Morris, D. 2010. McGregor Museum progress report: reviewing accessions data and the 

problem of missing skeletons. SANPAD start-up workshop, Pretoria, February 2010.  

 

Morris, D. 2010. Rock engravings of the Northern Cape: an overview. Presented at seminar 

for visiting students from Clemson University, McGregor Museum, Kimberley, 15 

March 2010. 

 

Posters 

 

Curnoe, D., Herries, A., Brink, J., Hopley, P., van Ryneveld, K., Henderson, Z. & Morris, D. 

2005 Discovery of Middle Pleistocene Fossil and Stone Tool-bearing Deposits at 

Groot Kloof, Northern Cape Province, South Africa. Poster at African Genesis 

conference in honour of 80th birthday of Phillip Tobias and 80th anniversary of the 

Taung child, University of the Witwatersrand. 

 

Jacobson, L., Morris, D. & van der Westhuizen, W.A. 1992. The elemental analysis of 

pottery from the Northern Cape: a preliminary investigation. SA3 Conference, Cape 

Town. 

 

Jacobson, L., van der Westhuizen, W.A. & Morris, D. 1998. XRF analysis of pastoralist 

pottery from the Riet River area, Northern Cape, South Africa. 31st International 

Symposium on Archaeometry, Budapest, 27 Apr - 1 May 1998. 

 



Morris, D. 1986. Have Upper Karoo fauna changed through the Holocene? The evidence of 

rock engravings. Presented at 1986 Karoo Biome Meeting, Prince Alfred. 

 

Morris, D. 1987. Rock Engravings. Poster  presentation  for Randse Afrikaanse Universiteit 

Exhibition, The Rock Art of Southern Africa. (September 1987). 

 

Morris, D. 1989. Rock engravings: a collection in profile. SAMA Conference, Bloemfontein. 

 

Morris, D. 1989. Nooitgedacht: site museum as class-room. SAMA Education Conference, 

Cape Town. 

 

Morris, D. 1992. Carved stone heads from the Northern Cape. SA3 Conference, Cape 

Town. 

 

Morris, D. 1995. Environment and the Northern Cape frontier. South African Society for 

Quaternary Research conference, Cape Town, April 1995. 

 

Morris, D. 1995. Of bottles, old bones and of diamonds: problems in the management of 

archaeological resources of actual or potential small-scale informal economic interest. 

Public Archaeology conference, Chacmool, Canada. 

 

Morris, D. 2004. Driekopseiland and ‘the rain’s magic power’. Poster presented at Southern 

African Association of Archaeologists Conference, Kimberley. 

 

Morris, D. 2005. Ethnicity and the archaeological record: some thoughts from along the Riet 

River, South Africa. Pan African Archaeological Association, 12
th
 Congress, 

Gaborone, July 2005. 

 

Morris, D. 2008. The Kalabasput Vultures: interpreting a cluster of unusual Karoo rock 

engravings. Unpublished Conference Poster, Association of Southern African 

Professional Archaeologists, University of Cape Town, March 2008. 

 

Morris, D. & Barbour, F.M. 1995. Heritage and the cultural aspects of arid zone ecology. 

Arid Zone Ecology Forum, Kimberley. 

 

Morris, D. & Mngqolo, A. 1990. Archaeology in the Northern Cape: geographical 

representation of the McGregor Museum's collection. SA3 Conference, Kimberley. 

 

Morris, D., Mngqolo, S. & May, J. 1994. Engravings and gender ? A Vryburg site revisited. 

Conference of the Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Pietermaritzburg, 

July 1994. 

 

Morris, D., Ndebele, B., & Wilson, P. 2008. Who is interested in Wildebeest Kuil? 

Preliminary results from a visitor questionnaire. Unpublished Conference Poster, 

Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists, University of Cape 

Town, March 2008. 

 

Morris, D., Van Ryneveld, K. & Voigt, E.A. & 2004. Outside Gladstone Cemetery: first 

thoughts on unmarked late nineteenth century graves, Kimberley. Poster presented 

at Southern African Association of Archaeologists Conference, Kimberley. 

 

Seliane, M. & Morris, D. 2008. Dithakong Unpublished Conference Poster, Association of 

Southern African Professional Archaeologists, University of Cape Town, March 2008. 

 

Van Ryneveld, K., Richardt, F., Dinku, V. & Morris, D. 2004. Announcing Wildebeest Kuil 2: 

salvage of a newly discovered Fauresmith site. Poster presented at Southern African 

Association of Archaeologists Conference, Kimberley. 

 



 

Exhibitions 

 

1986- Various temporary exhibits relating to archaeology/heritage, McGregor Museum. 

1992 Dinomania exhibit of Karoo fossils and replicas. 

1993 William Humphreys Art Gallery: opening of loan collection of rock engravings. 

1993 Temporary exhibition of rock art at Duggan Cronin Gallery. 

1994 Environment Day exhibition on rock art (with lecture series by John Parkington and 

Janette Deacon). 

1994 William Humphreys Art Gallery: exhibition of rubbings by Dr & Mrs G.J. Fock. 

1995 Johannesburg Biennale "Cave Wall to Canvas" (co-curator). 

1995 Heritage Day display "Heritage" (with NMC & F.M. Barbour). 

1995 Vaalharts Museum rock engraving exhibit opened, Heritage Day. 

1995-6 Submission of items and catalogue entries to Royal Academy of Arts "Africa: the art 

of a continent": at Royal Academy (London), Zeitgeist Gesellschaft (Berlin) and  

Solomon R. Guggenheim (New york). 

1996 Heritage Day posters to McGregor Museum, Galeshewe, etc. 

1996-7 Forgotten History posters 

1996 William Humphreys Art Gallery: temporary display Olive McIntyre for inaugural Olive 

McIntyre Memorial Lecture. 

1997 Victoria West Museum: cases on rock art and frontier history. 

1997 William Humphreys Art Gallery: temporary display Olive McIntyre for annual Olive 

McIntyre Memorial Lecture. 

1998 Submission of items and catalogue entries for Northern Cape exhibit at World Expo, 

Lisbon. 

1998-9 Ancestors, McGregor Museum 

1999 William Humphreys Art Gallery: temporary display Olive McIntyre for annual Olive 

McIntyre Memorial Lecture. 

2000 Canteen Kopje and Barkly West Museum. 

2000 William Humphreys Art Gallery: temporary display Olive McIntyre for annual Olive 

McIntyre Memorial Lecture. 

2001 Opening of Northern Cape Legislature - contributed to museum section of Sport, Arts 

and Culture exhibit. 

2001. Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre. 

2002. Contributed to exhibition on women in the history of Kimberley and the Northern 

Cape. 

 

2004. Contributed to Democracy X Exhibition, Iziko Museums, Cape Town.  

 

 

Conferences - co-organiser of the following 

 

4th Rock Art Colloquium, Kimberley, October 1987. 

Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Kimberley, September 1990.  

Southern African Society for Quaternary Research, Kimberley, September 1993. 

South African Museums Association, Kimberley, April 1996. 

Tracking Change at the McGregor Museum, May 1999. 

Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Kimberley, April 2004.  

South African Conference of Rock Art, Kimberley, February 2006. 

 

Conferences attended 

 

1986 Southern African Museums Association "SAMA 50", Kimberley. 

1989 Southern African Museums Association, Bloemfontein (recipient of President's 

Award). 

1989 Southern African Museums Association Education, Cape Town. 

1990 Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Kimberley (co-organiser). 

1992 Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Cape Town. 



1993 South African Society for Quaternary Research, Kimberley (co-organiser). 

1994 Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Pietermaritzburg. 

1995 South African Society for Quaternary Research, Cape Town. 

1995 South African Museums Asociation, Cape Town. 

1996 Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Bloemfontein (Chaired session on 

Public Archaeology) 

1996 South African Museums Association, "SAMA 60", Kimberley (co-organiser: 

excursions). 

2001 El Negro conference, Gaborone. 

2001 Developing our indigenous languages, Southern African Regional Meeting, Kimberley  

2003 Khoe and San Research and Development, Gaborone. 

2004 Southern African Association of Archaeologists, Kimberley, April 2004.  

2004 Ivan Jarnovic Bicentenary Conference, St Petersburg, Russia, Nov 2004. 

2005 Pan African Archaeological Association, 12
th
 Congress, Gaborone, Jul 2005. 

2006 SACRA – South African Conference of Rock Art (Alta Series), Kimberley, Feb 2006. 

2006 South African Museums Association Conference, Drakensberg, Jun 2006. 

2006 ASAPA Conference (K. van Ryneveld presented paper) 

2006 South African Museums Association Conference, Drakensberg, Jun 2006 (D. Morris 

presented paper). 

2006 Breuil in Africa Conference (D. Morris presented paper).  

2006 Rosa Luxemburg Foundation/SA History Archive Conference (D. Morris presented 

paper).  

2006 Northern Cape/National Heritage Council consultative workshop, Kimberley. (D. 

Morris participated). 

2006 Kimberley Biodiversity Forum, September 2006. (D. Morris presented paper). 

2006 Boshwa [PHRA] workshop on establishment and workings of Provincial Heritage 

Resources Agencies. (D. Morris participated). 

2007 Groupe de Recherche International – Science, Technologies, Art Rupestre inaugural 

conference, Les Eyzies, France, May 2007 (D. Morris presented a paper)  

2007 Museum Archaeologists’ Working Group inaugural workshop, Bloemfontein, June 

2007 (D. Morris participated)  

2007 Ceramics Conference, William Humphreys Art Gallery (D. Morris chaired a session). 

2007 Centenary Biodiversity Forum, McGregor Museum, September 2006. (D. Morris 

presented paper). 

2008  Association of Southern African Professional Archaeologists’ Conference, March 

2008 (D. Morris, M. Seliane presented posters) 

2008  Mexico-South Africa Bilateral Rock Art Project, Mexico City & Baja California, May 

2008 (D. Morris presented paper) 

2009 International Wonderwerk Cave Symposium, Wonderwerk, June 2009 (D. Morris 

presented paper). 

2009 South Africa-Botswana-Mocambique-Mexico Multilateral Rock Art Project, 

Johannesburg, Giant’s Castle, Kimberley, June 2009 (D. Morris co-organiser, 

presented paper). 

2009 Heritage in Tourism Conference, McGregor Museum & Wildebeest Kuil (D. Morris co-

organiser & presented two papers). 

2009 SANPAD Conference, Pretoria.  

2010 SANPAD Conference, Pretoria. 

2010 AfricaMeetsAfrica workshop at University of the Free State (D. Morris presented 

paper). 

2010 Rethinking indigeneity, UKZN-MMK at Wildebeest Kuil (D. Morris presented paper). 

 

 

 

Workshops 

1987 Rock Art Colloquium, Kimberley (co-organiser). 

1992 Rock Art Colloquium, Modderpoort. 

1994 National Monuments Council Workshop, Kimberley. 

1995 University of the Witwatersrand Archaeology and Education workshop. 



1995 South African Museums Asociation Central Region, Colesberg. 

1995 Southern African Association of Archaeologists: Archaeology and Education, 

Pietermaritzburg. 

1996 South African Museums Asociation: "Shifting the Paradigm" workshop, Cape Town. 

1996 South African Museums Asociation: "Sensitive Collections" workshop, Cape Town. 

1996 UNESCO Rock Art Management Strategies workshop, Stellenbosch. 

1997 CONNEPP II, Plenary Consultation and workshops on the Green Paper for the 

Environment, Midrand. 

1998 Representing history in museums. University of the Western Cape. 

1999 Tracking change at the McGregor Museum. 

1999 Oral history workshop, McGregor Museum. 

2000 Consultation with curators of significant collections, South African Museum 

2001Human Remains and Sensitive Collections workshop  

2001 THETA workshop for setting standards in rock art and archaeological tour guiding, 

Johannesburg 

2002 NRF Workshop on IKS and rock art, Wildebeest Kuil 

2002 Museums and heritage sites. Northern Cape Education Department. South African 

History Project, Upington  

2003 Melon Foundation workshop on digitisation of rock art holdings in South Africa, 

Johannesburg 

2003 Human remains workshop, Cape Town. 

2004 Historical archaeology ceramics workshop, SA3, McGregor Museum. 

2004 Kimberley Biodiversity Research Mini-Symposium, Kimberley, September 2004  

2004 SAHRA database workshop, Cape Town. 

2005 Oral history and IKS workshop, Department of Education and McGregor Museum, 

Kimberley. 

2005 Landscape art and art in a landscape workshop with Strijdom van der Merwe, 

opening of Johannesburg University Arts Centre. 

2005 Biodiversity Forum, Kimberley, Sep 2005. 

2006 Northern Cape/National Heritage Council consultative workshop, Kimberley. 

2006 Biodiversity Forum, Kimberley, Sep 2006.  

2006 SAHRA/Boswa workshop on the Heritage Act and the PHRA, Kimberley, Oct 2006.  

2010 Ministerial workshop (D. Hanekom) and working group meetings, NRF, DST, Pretoria 

(D. Morris presented paper). 

2010 Boswa workshop on urban conservation, McGregor Museum, May 2010 

 

Extra-mural 

 

Founder member of Northern Cape Autism Support Group (2002) 

Licenced as liturgical sub-deacon, Churchwarden, St Cyprian’s Cathedral, Kimberley 

Lay Canon and Member of Bishop’s Senate, Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman (2008) 

Member of St Cyprian’s Cathedral Choir 

Awards in Scouting: Chief Scout’s Award (1975); national hiking awards (1971-3). 

Nominated Kimberlite of the year (2004). 

Kimberley Publicity Association member of the year (2003) 

McGregor Museum staff member award (2005). 

 

 

Websites include:  

 

www.museumsnc.co.za/McGregor/departments/Archaeology/archaeology.htm 

www.wildebeestkuil.itgo.com 

www.driekopseiland.itgo.com 

www.elsmere.itgo.com (personal page) 

 

 

http://www.wildebeestkuil.itgo.com/

