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(INTRODUCTION

On Saturday 3 December 20058, | accompanied Ben Benade (Eko-Impak) and Dr Hugo Be-
zutenhout to Delportshoop, where we spent the morning examining the 85ha portion of its
=eonmonage (FIGURES 1 & 2). This area of flat ground is bounded on its eastern side by the
inberley-Postmasburg road and on its south side by a ca. 1km? patch of largely mined-out
Oler Gravel deposits of Miocene age (de Wit ef al. 1897).

SUPERFICIAL GEOLOGY

irrehabilitated pits on and adjacent to the examined area show heavily weathered Venters-
clorp bedrock, calcification of its uppermost metre, now undergoing weathering into small an-
gular fragments, and a shallow (~10 cm) surface sand. Shale pieces were noted to be erod-
ing out along the rim of a large pan beyond the northern limit of the examined area, which is
teken to indicate that Dwyka vestiges are also present in the vicinity.

STONE AGE ARCHAEOLOGY
Athree-hour random foot search produced less that a dozen stone artefacts that come from

the surface sand and/or the disintegrating calcrete zone that immediately underlies it. This
lihic sample consisted of fairly fresh irregular flakes and a core, showing alternate flaking

aong one edge, all mainly based on black quartzite (PHOTO 1).

CONCLUSION

My examination indicates that the examined area has no heritage potential and that its mining,
if viable, would have no impact on the archaeological resources of the Northern Cape.
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FIGURE 2: Orthophoto indicating position of proposed alluvial mining area (yellow poly-
gon in relation to major roads and access routes.
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PHOTO 1: Artefacts collected over a relatively wide area within the proposed mining site.
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