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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Acdow intensity of Later Stone Age shall middens, probably dabing 1o the Lals Holocene are ¢

visible on the surface of the swiveyed area Similar ocourrencas are fairy widespread in the

surrounding area, particuiarly in the near coasial zone. Stone 1ools located dunng the survey are -
not in sty and qualify as finds of minor significance. Irterviews conducted with local residents |

indicate the existence of a burial ground (ca. Late 187 C.) near the north-easters boundary of the |

surveyed area. A possible historical structure was located in the south sastemn cormnsr byt s

context 15 oot assured. Measures of miligaiion are deemsed nacessary in the svent of consirustion

or other operations in the surveyed area,
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INTRODUCTION

Brief

Henshilwood, Yales & Winter oo was commissioned to underiske a specialist
archasotogical and historical study of a near coastal ares on Erven 34, 5151 and
Araiston Downs 260, Waenhuiskrans {both abbrevisled here to AD) proposed for
rezoning, sub-division and the construction of housing. The instruction was 1o survay the
griire arga for evidence of cullural resources. The temms of reference for the study are
the ientificalion and assessment of archaeciogical and histordcal resources; an
svaluation of the extent, duration and intensity of the proposed impadt, the probability of
ocourrenics and the significance of Bkely impact, stalus of mpact and degres of
sonfidenae in predictions.
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Possible
historical -
structure T S

Gaglogical Background

The study area consisis of unconsciidated asdlian Wtorat sand of the Witzand Tormation
and Hes between the 15 - 20 m contour. The sand forms an undulating dune mound that
is well vegetated. The adjacent interidal, strefching from Spuiigate in the soulh to the
water {ower in the north is rocky interspersed with sandy beach areas and sublect {o
heavy saagsonal wave action,

The local bedrock of the Table Mountam Group (TMS) has an uneven surface varying
from below ses level to 8 maximum height of probably more than 3ix melres anshore. In
geological terms the dune mound overlying bedrock and calorgtes nsar the shorsline
{~50 m) Is & recent Teaturs, having formed after a high stand of the sea dated around the
South Afrcan cogst 10 between 4000 {o 3000 years ago (Yates o al 1888, Miler ¢f 3l
1983 Marker & Miller 1893}, Caloreles and calcareniies o the west of the shoreline dats
mainly 0 the Pleistocene and Mio-Pliocene and overly the Dassl TM3, The Holocene
marine high penelraled only a short way itland of the current shoreling dus 1o resistance
from the older calorete cliffs. The erosion of these oiff faces is evident slong the whole
neach line adigeent 0 the surveyed ares.
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The dunes within AD are of Holocens age and several melres thick. Towards the
southarn boundary water erosion has exposed underlving csglerete hard pan surfaces
about 15 m asl that are considerably older, probably Pieistosene. We would expect that

rchaeoiogical deposits from the Later- and Muddle Stone would accumulate on similar
surfaces within deflated dune hollows.,

Archaeological Background

The archaeclogy of the Caps, incuding the Waenshuiskrans and Bredasdorp ares
covers a pered of arcund 1 million years. The eariest traces of human presencs, mostly
found within river valleys, consist of scatters of stone ardefacis. The Eardy Sione Age
{ESA) datss from 1 million 1o 206, 000 ysars ago. Subsistence was based on hunling
and scavenging animal foods and the gathering of plands, mainly in areas close 1o large
rvers. Btone tool styles were restnicted, the best known being the hand-axe. | was
probably used as a general food processing instrument and possibly as a weapon.

The Middle Stone Age dales from 200,000 to 30,0600 years ago. The archaspiogical
record for this time is substantially richer because of belter preservation of food debyis
and stone arefacts. In the southemn Cape, the ving snd aclivity sites of the M3A ofien
aoour in carbonate rich sediments, usually located near the shoreline hut are also found
on the coastal plain sirefohing towards the Langeberg mountain rangs. MSA
subisistence was broader based and included manne foods and small terrestrial anmals.
Tool kits were more sophisticated and stone tools or debiiage may be found scatiered
across the south western Cape landscape.

The fingl broad phase of human hislory in Cape, the Later Sfone Age, began aboul
30,000 years ago. Siles daling to the last 8,000 years, common along the shoreline and
inter-moniane areas, were occupied mainly by San hunter gathersrs, Remains include
maring and freshwater shell, beads, chipped and ground stone artefacts and the bones
of fish, seals, Dirds, toinizes and anislope. After 2,000 years ago sheep bones and
polshands In Cape sites mark a changs from pure hunting and gathenng to a mixed
economy that included pastoralism. BExiensive areas of the scuthern Cape, including the
grazing-rich Swellendam, Caledon and Breede River areas were used by pastoralisis
known as the Khoskhoe. The amval of the Dulch in the 17" €. caused their ultimate
demise, parfly due o the Dudch expansionst polioy but alse by decimation from
European disessss, mainly smalipox.
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Historical Background

The arsa known 85 Amislon and Kassiesbagi (glso known as Waenshuiskrans) was
settted in ¢.1820, approximately 5 years after the wreck of the Amisforn When the
Arnistort wrecked in 1815 no people were living in the immediate vicinily, The six
survivors of the Arnisfon camnpad on the Deach until discovered some weeks laler by
inland farmers {Burman 1989),

By 1820 a small fishing communily was thing & ¥assiesbaal (Fig. 1) The seillement
was situaied on Crown Land, In 1836 the land passed into private ownership as parn of
the farm, Arniston Dunegs. In 1841 the owners of this farm, the Swad family, gave 10
morgen of land, on which the fishing village was looated, i the community. By 1305 the
fishing communily had grown to 300 people. Al this time, Arniston Dune was acguired by
the Pratt farmily. After the family challenged the rights of the fishing community o the
fand, the Suprems: Court uphald the rights of the community and in 1937 the Pratt family
transferred a portion of their farm 1o the “Fisherman's Union of Wagenhuwiskrans®. This
land comprised approximately 80 historical buildings, forming part of the historical fishing
yilfage of Kassiesbaal (National Monuments Councll plaque erected at Kassiesbaal in
1888, comespondence dated 180% Buwman 1988, Walion 1985 Presarve Amision
brochure undated).

The original extent of the historical fishing village of Kassiesbaal has not yet been
determined. However, there is evidence that the fishing vilage exdended south of the
existing village. There are a few nigtorical cottages situaled within the neighbouring
holiday town of Amiston. These buildings predate the time when Arnistan was formally
taid out in the 1980s. According to Dors Murlz 80 vears old), an ex-resident of
rassiesbaal, the histonical fishing village originally extended south of Kassiesbaal along
the coastline towards Harbour Road. However, when Amiston was zoned & while area
during the 1980s in accomance with the Group Areas Act of 1858, the existing coloured
cormmunity was refocated. As g resull many of the historical fisherman’s coflages were
demolished.

Siudy Area

The study area is restricted to a 700 m wide strip west of Harbour Street reaching from
the municipal campsite in the north t6'the boundary of the CNC conservation area in the
soth {see Fig. 1), The survey area excludes the prvate erven numbered 128 -~ 142
ocated on {he eastern side of Marbour Street
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STUDY APPROACH

The area was surveyed by searching in N-8 seciors of 20 m widih, The study was
fimited to surface archasological materals and no excavaiions were done. Nole was
iaken of profiles eviden! near the dirt road (Fig. 3 o). Representative arefacts were
gathered, photographed and replaced. No pemmanent collection of matedals was made.
Ground visibilty was average but occasional heavy undergrowih obscuwred some dune
areas. The approach assumed that a) any materdals found wers lkely to e Later Sione
Age and/or Middle Stone Age and would need 10 be visible on the dung surface or in
defigtion nollows 1) that materdals of significance would be relatively lighily scatiered and
o) that there may be lithe in sfuv material, apal from shell middens, due to rapid duns
movement. These assumplions are justified by general archaeological knowledge of
similar areas. The melhods adopted are appropriate for the type of terain that
constituies the study arsa,

ASSESSMENT OF SURVEYED AREA

Coastal survey

A survey of the interiidal zone drom Spuigate 1o the water tower {Fig.1) established 2
dense shelifish presence, particulaty where overlying caloretes sxdended into the sea
forming rocky Danks. The most common species am
Ferma perna, Patelia sp. and Turbo sarmaticus. Later
Stone Age shelifish middens are thinly scattered in the
adjagent near cpaslal zone indicating  occasional
prehisioric use of coastal resturces.

The expeciation was that shelifish middens were also
ikely 1o be present deeper in the coastal dune cordan
basgd on our experience in other areas {eg. al De
Hoop and Blombos).

Vegetation

The sutvey area AD consists of undulating dunes that are fairly heavily vegetated by, n
mest Cases, pionasr coastal iynbos species such as blombos (Melalasia muricata;, bitou
{Chrysanthemoides monilifera) and marram grass (Ammophiffa arenaria;. The afien
Acacia cycfops is welt established in parts of AD Dt the ares 5 still dominated by
fypbos. Historic pholographs of AD and surrounds indicate subsiantially less vegetation
in the aarly 20" ¢ sugoesiing dunes were fikely to have had a higher mobility. Ceastal
development is the prime cause of pressure on coasial vegelsgtion, particularly in the
south western Cape, Wahout the maintenance of conservalion aress we will be unable
io maintain sustainable use of the coastal region (of. Lubke et al 1997).

Archacology

There is scant surface evidence of prehistons human use of this dunefield. Two shell
riddens were iocated (Fig. 3 b & « but both are faidy ephemaral. There 8 no gther




surface indication of shell scatlers or other signs of human habitation. Based an our
expaience  elsewhers in thig fegigﬁ
there is a high probability that further
middens are ocated in AD but obscurad
oy  dupe  sand I particular
achasological deposits are lkely 1o
deflate onto hardpan calorete areas (of.
Fig. 2.

=

A subsiantial deposit of fiaked silcrste i
focated near 2 hardpan calorete {Fig. 3
e}, Silorete 15 8 preferred matenal for
making stone tools in the Caps region
and i regularly found in coastal
# archaeviogical  sies.  The  sikrete
deposits in AD were mined elsewhers, probably in combination with calcretes, orushed
and brought here to surface and stabilise the dint road thal runs through AD o
Galjoengat in the SW. Some of the sicrete flakes are anthropogenic but were probably
produced elsewhare and transporisd here as read il No other stonse arefacts were
iocated in the study area.

Fig. £

Prehistonc bunials are commaonly
found in near coastal dune areas
and there is a good possibifity of
human  skeleial  exposure {f
construction commences.

The conclusion is that there are
fow  wisible archagologicat
deposits but a high likelhood of
a low 10 low- medium density of
buried archaeological matenals
within the supvey area.

Oral History internviews

An initial intepview with 2 local resident Dy, Frikkie Taute provided some background 1o
the oral history of the Waenshuiskrans area. I was decided o follow this up with
sxiensive personal interviews with some of the older residents of Kassiesbaai. This was
to establish whether the historical fishing village ever exiended as far as the study area
and {0 locate the posilion of the graveyard in AD. None of the interviewees have any
memory 0f any histodeal butidings belng situated within the study area. However, scme
of those interviewed mentioned, with ceriainly, the existence of an histordeal graveyard,
Mo information could be obtained on the people burjed at this graveyard. One of the
interviewees located the approximate area of the graveyard near the north-sast border
of the study area AD.

Historical Bite Survey

The remains of a bullt walled structure, consisting of calerete rubble and morar, typical
of the historical buildings in the area, was locaied. HMowever, thess remains did not
appear 1o be i sifu. A 1886 topographical map of the aree indicaies the existence of g
building within the study area (Fig. 1). Whether or not ihis structure formed par of the
building marked on the map is not possible to determine at this stage. Shuated 10-20 m




distlance from the remains was a small surface scatier of 20" cenmtury Englisn
sarthenware ceramics but it could not be reliably determined if these wera in conlex.

Mo other visible in sy evidence of historical Dult struclures was jocated within the study
arga, While the approximate location of a graveyard near the north-gast boundary of the
study area was idenfified Dy a resident of Hassiesbaal, no visible evidencs of the
graveyard was found. Ap investigation of the marked graves at the hisiqﬁ@al cemetery
situated at the entrance to Arniston indicales that it dates to the early 207 century. i is
therefore likely there was an sarlier graveyard inkad 1o the primary settlement history of
the area. In view of the expressed certainty by Kassiesbaal residents of the existence of
a graveyard, there is a high possibility of it being Incated within the sludy area.

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACTS

Extent of the impact
The spatial scale of the impacts are local and within the boundaries of the study area.

Duration of the impadt
The life span of the impact will be permanent

intensity of the impact
Intensily of the impact on archagological matenials is high.

Probability of occurrence

The probabilty of locating and/or distwbing archaeological matedals worthy of
conservation is high.

Significance of the impact

The significance of the impact of the proposed development in the study area is medium
— high.

Status of impact
The impacts of the proposed developmeni will have a negative effect

Degree of confidence in predictions
The level of corfidence in predictions is high.
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BAPACT DESCRIPTION AND ASSESSMENT

Earth moving and grading will substantially disturh archaeological and historical
matensls refative 10 the current status gue.
Table 1: impacis on cultural resources withouwl management/mitigation actions

Impact: Loss of assemblages andior structures of archeeological and  historics)
anportance.
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Sage in P Extent] Duradion | intensily | Probablity | Sipnificance | Stetus | Confidenca
project : ! : ;
Hife-cycie F ;

; {— S : )
Construstion | Local | Permanent’; High ! High High { Negative High
Operational | Local F’ermanentf High High | High Magmthve | High

! ! |

RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MEASURES

1. Thal a Phase Z survey is conducied prior o the commencemem! of construction, or it
becoming operational, (o {est for the presence of buried archasological material,
historical structures and historical budals.

2. That a line sedes of 1x1 miest pits, ~ 25 ~ 40 m apart and about midway between
the western and gasiem boundary are excavated betwsen the south and north
boundanies o test for sublerranean archaeplogical deposis

3. That an archaeologist be present during any preliminary levelling or bulidozing pror
to construction, particularly during excavations in the area where the graveyard may
be located.

4. Thal an archaeplogist be contaded in the svent of the uncovering of any
archaeplogical matenals, including shell and human bone and hstorical struciures
during sny of the construction or operational phases.

HSCUSSHION

The ooty surface finds of archaeslogical significance i the surveyved area were wo shell
scaiters dating o the L8A. Stone tools were present bul were prebably transporied here
from elsewhere as road fill. Apart from the two shell scalters (Fig, 3 b & g) there are no
visible i silv deposits of archaeclogical maleral nor pressivation of prehistonc
occupation horizons, features or organic substances. There is 3 probable 187 ¢
praveyard in the north eastem comer, according {o oral evidenos and the possibility of
an historical struciure (see Fig. 1)

As there is a high possibifity of buded achaeological andfor historical matenal ooouring
a Phase 2 is recommended o test for these deposiis. Further thal an archaeologist is
present during ground clearance and levelling operations and is on stand-tyy during the
copstruction or operational phases in {he even! {hat archasological maledals ars
located.

ADDENDUM

RELEVANT STATUTQRY FROTELTION OF ARCHAECLOGICAL BITES, BURIALS
AND HISTORICAL STRUCTURES

1. Al archaeotogical sites and matenal, historcal structuses and burials are protecied
in terms of the Mational Herilage Resources Act (Act of 198491




2. Mo person may allec or demalish any structure or pagt of a8 structure older than 80
vears withaut a permit of approval issued by the South Afdcan Hertage Agency.

3. A pennit of approval 15 required 1o excavale, destroy, damages of remove from #s
anglnal position any archaeological sie or matedal,

4. Any person who discovers archaeological siles o7 matenrgl in the couwse of
development must mmediately report the find 1o the South Aftican Hadiage
Resowrces Agency.

5 i the herflage authonly has any reasonable cause to befieve that any addivity or
gevelopment will destroy, damage or alter any archasologienl site, no pernit has
been oblained and an archaeological impact assessment has not been underiaken,
then SAHRA may.

= serve on the owner or occupier of the site or the person undenlaking the
development an order for the development {0 cease immediately for such peried as
iz specified in the order

+ ¢arry oul an archaeological investipation at the cost of the owner, developer or
occupier for the purpose of oblaipng information on whether or not an
archaeoiagical site exists and whether mitigation is necessary,

. No person may destroy, damage, ailter, exhume or remove from its original position
any grave or burial older than 80 years.
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Documents

e Preserve Amision brochurs (undaied). Caltex Ol B.A. (Fly) Limited

= Corespondence (1808), Signed by residents of Waenshuiskraniz and addressed o
Dr. AG Villcen and G, Joel Krge, members of the Legislative Assembily, Division of
Caledon. {Unsourced document)

Interviews

1 M Sarmuel Martinus (70 years old), Kassiesbaai resident

2 Ms Helena Mewman { 81 years old), Kassiesbaal resident

3y D Frikkie Tawle, Amiston resident

& Ms Doris Murtz {80 years old), ex-resident of Kasasiesbas! (nterdew conducied by
Fon Martin, South African Hedlage Resources Agency)

1 Other unidectified Kassiesbaar residents
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