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ont end of the canal development, betw

xact co-ordinates see end

p and the power station (for

excavator had removed one of the blocks and placed it on the surface

of report). The

and ano d from its original position. During the

followin and archival research took place to

s and artefacts

Site descript

Additional clearing of overburden and excavation revealed two rows of evenly spaced

concrete blocks each row made up of three blocks (see basic site plan at the end of

and another was

report). As mentioned above, one block was placed on the surfa

1 al

10st identical measurements (length-91em, width-91cm

disturbe

and height-72cm) and were cast on a section consisting of big boulders. The two rows

were 105cm apart and the blocks within each row were 164cm apart. Parallel to this

, a 43cm wide stone wall was

ature, some 150cm from the nearest row of blocks

and some
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discovered. Its highest part was measured to be 3.2m above mean se

1.5m below the present surface. The length of the wall could not be established, since
it extends in an easterly direction beyond the boundaries of the development and its

vesterly section is yet to be uncovered. Attached to the upper end of the wall was a
cement floor possibly extending mto the overburden in the direction of the power
station, once again outside the development boundaries. Towards the base of the

opposite (closer to the concrete blocks) side of the wall and adjacent to it, a 46cm

wide and approximately 53 edge was discovered. It also seems to

hav s An excavation underneath the

been cast on top of some of the lar

ledge to establish the extent of the stone wall into the ground failed due to the
¢ of the large boulders and ground water. On top » and also adjacent
stone wall sat a 26cm wide section of brickwork. Its upper end was uneven and

mere! Scem below the end of the stone

wall. On the eastern side both the ledge and brickwork end in the same place, while

side they continue mnto the overburden together with the wall.
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portion of

assemblage showed it to be ke

specific with the century,

It is common

irt possibly to the early 20"

v small p

ne to first halfand a

not appear to have come from a single household (Close

Cape Town and ¢

L com.).

Preliminary conclusions

The site discovered by the Rogge Bay Cana

o

1 development and specifically the stone
wall, cement floor, concrete ledge, and brickwork represent the foundation of a
building erected on top of one of the first sections of land reclaimed from the sea
during the end of the 19" century. Sources such as archival documents and map
material held in the Cape Archives and the offices of Portnet, Surveyor General, Cape

Town City Engineer and the Deeds Office have so far shed some light on the origin of

If of 19" century saw no developments in this area. Th

ront of the Amsterdam Batt

1y, the remains of which are

—_

on the other side of the entrance to the Waterfront near the City Lodge.

saw the building of a coaling jetty near the battery some of the remains

very near if not underneath the discovered bui

would presently b

expanding

Contemporary maps show that by the early 1890°

harbour facilities, land reclamation had already started tak place in this area and

hows for the f{irst time

s possibly destroyed. The The

and Stables and several

builds

¢ W ¥

ngs on this site. They are an ice factory, Skead’s Office

his relatively small block of buildir

w

other smaller building seems to have

ed its name to the North Be

Canning Company some time in the beginning of
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was in existence until the late 1920°s and early |

century and

land reclamation and harbour development took place.

al

show that the foundations uncovered during the

ely belong to the ice factory or one of the smaller buildings. It was
claimed land with its foundations perhaps extending into the old beach-

‘he factory and one of the adjacent buildings was also positioned ver

er line, The above ties well with th

e relative dat

close to the newly established

on the porcelain assemblage, the abrasion and the pre
common practice fc ple card their household ru
beaches meaning that the foundations were built on top or in the imme

such a dumpsite. The concrete ledge and brickwork pe

patch up job on what might have been a deteriorating foundation (H

art and
pers. com.). The boulders are likely to be part of the landfill. This and the relation
between the concrete blocks and the foundations will have to be re-examined as the

e on the western side of the

project progre and once further excavation takes plac

Recommendations
1. The site should not be disturbed in any way until further investigation is possible

An exception can only be made in the case of the two remaining concrete blocks

of the row, which lies closer to the BMW dealership. These can be removed for

ygether with the one already on the surfac

the purposes of the

s in a westerly direction, with the assistance

2. As excavation for the canal progresse

ould take place to establish the extent of

of the developer, more mvestigation

ire more details

wrch should take place in an attempt to ac

aller buildin

Further historical

wilir




BASIC SITE PLAN AND CO-ORDINATES
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