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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
In terms of recommendations contained within the archaeological assessment of the proposed 
Foreshore Freeway Development1

 

, the Archaeology Contracts Office was commissioned by 
Foreshore Freeway Project Managers to excavate trial excavations in the portions of land 
affected by Phase 2 of the Foreshore Freeway Completion Project. The work has now been 
completed with the assistance of Liebenberg and Stander Consulting Engineers and contractors 
Martin and East.  The following pages contain the findings of the study. 

1.1 Background 
 
The initial assessment contained the following information: 
 
According to plans provided by the client, phase 2 of the project will see the Freeway Completion link with the 
existing section between Hans Strydom and Coen Steytler Avenues.  An examination of maps dating between 
1862 and the present day has shown that of phase 2 has the highest likelihood of impacting historical material.  
The area between Coen Steytler and Hans Strydom Avenues includes the old shoreline of Table Bay as well as 
land, which was used for various purposes during the 19th century. 
 
Burials 
 
The Snow survey of 1862 shows that this area was the edge of Cape Town, consisting of patches of open ground 
and a few developed lots of land.  Immediately inland was the old Somerset Hospital (since demolished).  The 
outskirts of the city during the 18th and early 19th centuries were used as informal burial grounds.  Workers 
building the hospital in 1816 complained about finding the remains of shallowly buried small pox victims while 
digging the hospital foundations.2  There are reports of skeletal remains being uncovered during building 
operations at the nearby Transnet Vehicle depot, while recently more than 70 individuals were exhumed from an 
unmarked burial ground near Gallows Hill.3

 

  There is a definite possibility that human burials may exist in the 
portions of land that will be affected by Phase 2 of the Freeway completion. 

Structural remains 
 
The alignment of Phase 2 passes across two previous historic shorelines, which may have had sea walls.  In 
addition it is expected that the foundations of previous dwellings and other industrial structures may lie in the area.  
The early maps indicate that no jetties existed in the area. 
 
Shipwrecks 
 
Remains of ship's timbers and maritime artefacts may exist on the old beach levels as phase 2 covers what would 
have been Table Bay beach and shallows.  Mavrodinov and Sharfman4

 

 have encountered ship timbers in similar 
contexts in the Roggebaai Canal currently under construction. 

In terms of the potential vulnerabilities listed above, trial excavations were carried out in the 
area of "phase 2". 
 
 
2. FINDINGS 
 
The locations of trial excavations A-C are indicated on Figure 1.  A single proposed footing 
situated between trial excavations A and B was not tested due to the complexities of obtaining 

                                                      
1 Hart, T.J.G. 2001 Foreshore Freeway Completion Project - archaeological assessment of potential heritage impacts.  Unpublished report: ACO 
University of Cape Town. 
2 Laidler, P.W and Gelfand, H. 1975. South Africa, Its medical history.  Cape Town: Struik.  
3 Halkett, D & Hart, T. 2000 A report on the exhumation of human remains from an historic cemetery at the Marina Residential development, 
V&A Waterfront. Prepared for V&A Waterfront (Pty) Ltd. 
4 Mavrodinov, N. Pers Comm. 
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permission to excavate in the area which is in daily use as covered parking.  In view of the 
findings of excavations A and B, the area is not expected to be archaeologically sensitive.  
 
2.1 Excavation A 33.91480° S 18.42216° E 
 
Two test holes were excavated in the lower garden of the Salvation Army quarters on Stanley 
Street.  These were positioned as closely as possible to the proposed site of the spread footing.  
Underneath the garden topsoil layer was the asphalt surface of a disused road, which had to be 
broken out with pneumatic jackhammers.  Shale bedrock was reached at 1000 - 1200mm.  No 
archaeological material greater than 100 years of age was encountered. 
 
Recommendation 
No further trial holes or archaeological monitoring is required on the site of this footing. 
 
2.2 Excavation B 33.91491° S 18.42261° E 
 
Located in a triangle of municipal ground, this excavation was unable to examine the full extent 
of the proposed footing as major electrical cables had to be avoided.  Below the initial tarmac 
and sub-base, imported shale fill was encountered.  The sand of the original Table Bay beach 
along with water rolled shingle was found at a depth of 2000mm. This was sterile of 
archaeological material.  Bedrock was not reached, however it is expected to occur at a depth 
of about 3000 mm. 
 
Recommendation 
An archaeologist should monitor excavations for the footing. 
 
2.3 Excavation C 33.91515° S 18.42309° E 
 
Situated in municipal land in the lower island of Buitengracht Street, this excavation penetrated 
through 5000mm of imported fill and building rubble that made up the old land reclamation 
between the 1870 and 1920 shorelines of Table Bay.  Bedrock was not reached as this was 
beyond the capacity of the digger loader we were equipped with.  No in situ archaeological 
material was found in the fills.  
 
 
Recommendation 
Since it is expected that the elevated freeway will be supported on massed piles instead of 
footings (due to the depth of fill), monitoring or further archaeological excavation is not required. 
 
 
3. CONCLUSION 
 
The currently proposed locations of the footings for completion of phase 2 of the Foreshore 
Freeway are not considered archaeologically sensitive. 
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Trial excavation A. 
Salvation Army 
garden.  
 
Negative for 
archaeological 
material. 

Trial excavation B. 
Municipal 
property.  
 
Negative for 
archaeological 
material. 

Trial excavation C 
Municipal property. 
Disturbed fill 
material 
throughout. 

Figure 1  Phase 2 area of Foreshore Freeway Completion showing location of 
archaeological trial excavations (after orthophoto 3318 CD 14&19 Cape Town). 
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Imported garden 
topsoil. 

Disused road - asphalt 

Road sub-base 

Shale bedrock 

Figure 2  Trial excavation A. Workers have completed the excavation in the garden of the 
Salvation Army premises down to shales. 
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Asphalt surface 

Imported fills 

White beach sand 
and water rolled 
pebbles of 19th 
century shoreline 

Figure 3  Illustration of profiles and location of excavation B on municipal land. 
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Figure 4   Excavation C. Digger loader excavates in municipal property to a depth of 5m 
through 19-early 20th century land reclamation fill. 


