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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Archaeology Contracts Office of the University of Cape Town was appointed by Jeffares 
and Green Consulting Engineers to conduct an archaeological assessment of 4 borrow pit 
locations situated close to Lamberts Bay (from the Town to Wagendrift (see Map 1).  The 
borrow pits are required for proving material for resurfacing a portion of the Lamberts Bay to 
Elands Bay road. 
 
2. METHOD  
 
The affected areas were located using GPS co-ordinates provided by the client.  An area of 
at least 100x100 m were inspected around the edge of each quarry site, archaeological sites 
were plotted and described.  The survey was conducted by Mr Jayson Orton (BA hons UCT) 
and supervised by Mr Tim Hart (MA UCT).  No restrictions were encountered during the 
study. 
 
3. FINDINGS - LAMBERTS BAY BORROW PITS 
 
1. BP TR55 – 2500 – 300N 
 
There is no archaeological material present on this site. 
 
2. BP 7995 – 100L 
 
This site has much archaeological material in varying densities spread over a large area but 
concentrated on the slope between the road and the existing prospecting trench.  On the 
eastern side of the trench a widely dispersed, low-density scatter of archaeological material is 
present.  No in situ lenses of archaeological deposit were found with all material taking the 
form of surface shell scatters of varying density.  In the trench itself a fossil shell layer is 
visible within the calcrete, presumably indicative of a raised beach from a higher stand of the 
sea. 
 
Area west of trench: 
 
A number of shell and bone scatters are located along the western edge of this site.  To the 
north these scatters become less dense while the scatters in the southern part, near the 
access road to the labourers cottages, are far more dense.  Most of the material is located on 
the middle reaches of the slope with less near the road and trench.  Most of the shell is highly 
fragmented and a small degree of disturbance may have 
occurred in places as evidenced by the presence of some 
lumps of cement in one area and a number of historical and 
recent glass and ceramic fragments scattered across the 
slope.  These latter are concentrated in the southern part 
nearest the labourers cottages.   
 
An interesting find of two poorly preserved, approximately 
circular bone buttons (Figure 1) was made alongside the fence 
bordering the road.  They have a circular groove on the one 
side with four holes  
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Map 1  Location of 
borrow pits (3218AB 
Lamberts Bay). 
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in a square within the circle.  Their outside diameter is approximately 16mm.  They are 
located at 32° 09’ 50.1” S 18° 18’ 49.6” E. 
 
Shell species present on the scatters include: P. granatina, P. granularis, P. argonvillei, P. 
barbara, C. meridionalis and Burnapena sp..  Among the mammal bone present only 
Raphicerus sp. could be readily identified from a partial skull although a much larger bovid 
tooth was also seen.  The condition of the bones suggest that most are likely to date to the 
prehistoric period although due to the proximity of the labourers cottages, some historical 
inclusions may also be present and, indeed, a handful of modern P. granatina shells was 
seen at one place.  Only one grindstone fragment and one flaked artefact in quartz was noted 
in association with these shell scatters.  No pottery was seen at all suggesting a pre-2000 BP 
age for the scatters. 
 
Despite the lack of in situ material, the quantity and density of shell and bone in this area are 
sufficient enough to yield spatial and economic information and should thus be preserved.  
Some tailing off of this material occurs at the base of the slope and the following points, 
located on the lower part of the slope, should be seen as the eastwards limit of the area that 
should be protected (Figure 2). 
 
32° 09’45.9” S 18° 18’ 51.2” E (NE corner on fence line) 
32° 09’47.1” S 18° 18’ 51.4” E (East 1) 
32° 09’47.8” S 18° 18’ 51.1” E (East 2) 
32° 09’48.9” S 18° 18’ 51.0” E (East 3) 
32° 09’50.2” S 18° 18’ 50.9” E (East 4) 
32° 09’51.3” S 18° 18’ 50.8” E (East 5) 
32° 09’52.7” S 18° 18’ 50.8” E (SE corner on fence line) 
 
The following points represent the NW and SW corners of the shell scatters (and the 
borrowing site) respectively (Figure 2): 
32° 09’46.1” S 18° 18’ 50.3” E 
32° 09’52.9” S 18° 18’ 48.9” E 
 
Area east of trench: 
 
In this area the archaeological material consists of low-density shell scatters associated with 
a number of lightly used grindstones (mostly broken) and a handful of quartz flakes and 
chunks.  This material may be disturbed but this is hard to tell.  In one place in the southern 
part of the site a large iron pipe penetrates deep into the earth suggesting substantial 
disturbance at least in this area.  In any case it is too sparse to render any meaningful 
information and is therefore not worthy of preservation.  Once again no pottery was seen in 
this area. 
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Recommendation 
 
Use of the area to the east of the trench close to the fence is an acceptable option provided 
that access road minimises incursion into the veld.  Vehicles need to be restricted from 
wandering off demarcated areas. Note general clause with respect human burials. 
 
3. BP TR55 – 2000E 
 
This site is located some 2.5 km from the coast on the north bank of the Jakkalsrivier.  No 
significant archaeological finds were made in the vicinity with just one low-density shell 
scatter having been recorded near the eastern end of the borrow pit, just below the crest of 
the river valley at the following position: 
 
32° 05’08.4” S 18° 20’ 35.4” E 
 
The main area of shell covers approximately 30 m by 30 m and 5 quartz flakes and chunks 
were found in association with the shell.  An extremely low density scatter of shell continues 
to the west at a similar level along the slope for about 100 m and one quartz irregular core 
was found in the area.  The shell species recorded were P. granatina, P. granularis, P. 
argonvillei and P. barbara.  No pottery was seen, suggesting an age in excess of 2000 years 
for the site although considering the low overall density of finds this may not be a reliable 
indicator of age. 
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Recommendation 
 
The sparse nature of this shell scatter suggests that it is not worth preserving although 
sampling of the shell for economic data and dating purposes is recommended if the site is to 
be destroyed.  This will allow the features and age of the shell scatter to be available for 
future research in the area if necessary. 
 
4. BP TR55 – 2500 – 300N 
 
This borrow pit is located roughly opposite the previous one although it stretches further 
upstream as well to some 3 km from the coast.  It too has archaeological material located at 
a similar altitude on the upper part of the southern bank of the river.  Two very low-density 
shell scatters were located at the following positions on the slope just below the R365 road: 
 
i) 32° 05’25.2” S 18° 20’ 44.5” E 
ii) 32° 09’25.6” S 18° 20’ 48.8” E 
 
i) This shell scatter covers an area of some 30 m by 30 m and includes mainly P. 

argenvillei and P. granatina with just a few specimens of P. granularis being noted.  
No other finds were made at all. 

ii) This scatter covers an area approximately 30 m by 40 m and includes the following 
shell species: P. argonvillei, P. granatina, P. granularis, C. meridionalis and 
Burnapena sp.  Again, no associated finds were seen. 

 
The lack of pottery on both sites suggests the probability of a pre-2000 BP date although 
again the very low density of finds means that this is not necessarily reliable.  Neither site is 
worthy of conservation although collection of shell for economic and dating information is 
recommended if they are to be destroyed. 
 
HUMAN BURIALS 
 
There is a possibility that human remains may be unearthed in any borrow pit located within a 
kilometre of the coast.  The locations of these features tend to be fairly random so it is very 
difficult to predict where they are.  In the event of human remains being located, they should 
be left on the site as undisturbed as possible.  The state archaeologist (Mary Leslie at 
SAHRA Ph. 021 4634502) must be contacted immediately. She will contact SA police 
services, the State Pathologist and recommend further action. 
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4. SUMMARY 
 
1. BP TR55 – 2500 – 300N 
 
There is no archaeology present at this site. 
 
2. BP 7995 – 100L 
 
Archaeological material worthy of conservation exists west of the existing trench and should 
mining proceed through this site a mitigation programme would need to be carried out.  
However, the remainder of the area to the east of the trench contains nothing worthy of 
further archaeological work. Use of the area east of the trench is acceptable for quarry 
purposes 
 
3. BP TR55 – 2000E 
 
One shell scatter not worthy of preservation exists at this site.  If it is to be destroyed by 
mining it should be sampled and recorded first. 
 
4. BP TR55 – 2500 – 300N 
 
Two shell scatters not worthy of preservation exist on this site.  If they are to be destroyed by 
mining they should be sampled and recorded first. 
 
 
Jayson Orton 
(for ACO) 
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