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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A new R 31 (GP87) road is planned between Rietfontein and Groot Mier, 
Gordonia District, Northern Cape, The road will mostly follow the route of the 
existing power line. Ro~d developments will, therefore, include an alternative 
route with new borrow pits. An additional borrow pit R was examined. 

Cultural and historic material in the forrJl of sparsely scattered stone flakes and 
cotes were found in two areas. The o~currence seems to be a general scatter, 
without any major significance. It is therefore concluded that the developments 
will have a limited impact on the cultural material. 

I recommend that the proposed developments and planning of the site may 
proceed. 

INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION 

INVESTIGATION 

The new R31 road (Trund R87) between Rietfontein and Groot Mier, Gordonia 
District, Northern Cape, will mostly follow the existing power line (Map 1). The 
.locality of Borrow Pit R in relation to Rietfontein, Loubos and a range of borrow 
pits is indicated on Map 2. The new route and borrow pits were investigated on 
13 September 2006 in the company of Dr. Johan .du Preez of MDA 
Environmental Consultants,· Bloemfontein. An additional borrow pit R was 
investigated on 8 June 2007. 
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The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to 
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation 
Act, (73 of 1989). 

LOCALITY 

The new R31 road (Trund R87) between Rietfontein and Groot Mier, Gordonia 
District, Northern Cape, will mostly follow the existing power line (Map 1). The 
road will cross the Haakskeenpan (Fig.15). 

The developments will include a new route and borrow pits. 

The following GP8 coordinates (Cape scale) were taken: 

BPRA 26°44'03"8020 0 02'24"E Altitude 837m (Figs.). 

BPR B 26°44'01 "8 020002'19"E Altitude 838m (Fig.3). 

LBA 26°44'28"8020o.05'OO"E Altitude 827m (Fig.4). 

LBB 26°43'56"8 020004'52"E 
::~~~~:.' 

Altitude 829m (Fig .5). 

LBC 26° 43' 52"Sk1020004' 43"E Altitude 831m (Fig.6). 

RESULTS 

Cultural and historic material in the form of sparsely scattered stone flakes and 
cores were found in two areas at Borrow Pit R Point B and near Point LBA and 
LBC along the entrance road from Loubos. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

The occurrence of stone flakes and cores seems to be a general scatter, and I 
conclude that the proposed developments along the R R31 road (GP87) road 
between Rietfontein and Groot Mier, will have a limited impact on the cultural 
material. . 
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RECOMMENDA TIONS 

The scattered lithic material seems to be a general occurrence and of no major 
significance. I recommend that the further planning and development of the 
borrow pit may proceed. 

MITIGATION 

Concerning the areas for the proposed developments, no mitigation measures 
will be req u ired. 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Map 1 Red line indicates the proposed R31 road between Groot Mier and Rietfontein, Gordonia 
District, Northern Cape. 

Map 2 Locality of BP R in relation to Rietfontein, Loubos and other borrow pits. 
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Fig.8 Crude and weathered stone tools found near Point BPR B (Pocket knife = 83mm). 

Fig.9 Winding edge of stone tool A (Fig.8) found near Point BPR B. 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 

I 
Ii 

I: 

I: 

I; 

I: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
r 

I 
I( 

11 

Fig.10 Stone cores found near Point BPR B. (Pocket knife = 83mm). 

Fig.11 Stone flakes found near Point BPR B. (Pocket knife = 83mm). 
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Fig.12 Stone core from near Point LBA along the entrance road from Loubos. 
(Pocket knife = 83mm). 

Fig.13 Flakes and core found near Point LBA. (Pocket knife = 83mm). 
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Fig.14 Stone flakes found near Point LBA. (Pocket knife = 83mm). 

Fig.15 Core with fitting flake found near Point LBC along the Loubos entrance road. 


