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1 [INTRODUCT ION
The %,.\,w?ew@w@ Contracts Office was asked to conduct a Phase 1 investigation on a piece of land
w::? betseen the resort towns of M. ranskraal and Van Dyksbaai on the southern Cape coast. The

Vi . %%& portion of land is mwo%m ?mn% 1. The purpose of the survey has been to

scation of mwi nv
locatic any archaeologic -al sites uwu to assess the nmﬁﬂ?m impacts on them that may occur as a result
and being ﬁ,mmzﬁcmﬁs In terms of the National Monuments Act of 1969 (as amended) all shell
"~ ddens are protected and may not be disturbed or removed without the authority of the National
onuments C .ﬁwwmm.

haeological sites all identified as shell middens. The s1 nificance of
gic
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The survey has recorded 6 archaeolo 1
chese sites as well as options for mitigating damage are discussed in the following pages.

7. PREVIOUS RESEARCH IN THE SOUTHERN CAPE
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The first formal research into the prehistory of the southern Cape was mmwwav& by Professor
Qca%ﬁm in mmﬁm %@& » this work did not E&amw@ any excavations, it rec -orded the presence o
many t mh fish traps mﬁ?ﬁ«@?wu common in %m Mm&w& region, and associated she | middens (Shell
middens, or mounds, ac psiamw%& 15 a result of exploitation of marine molluscs in the intertida
zone as a am . He concluded mwmw ﬂwm same people were responsible for both the fish
traps and :

:d that excavation was necessary to test this hypothesis (Goodwin
1940).

It was not until the 1970's that a programme of research instituted by archaeologists at the South

,ﬁ?m‘% wwﬂ eum provided further wmmmwmm into the prehistory of the area. Excavations at Die Kelders
Cave (Sc W MQQ, 1979), Byneskranskop 1 (Schweitzer and Wilson 1982) have mwmﬁa& that

occupation of the area first took place ma w‘ thousands of years ago. In the case of Die Kelders, more
_recent exca suggested © the presence of human remains in Middle fwomm Age deposits
! dating | wﬁma ago. While these excavations have mommm?.?mm on caves, as these offer
i them nding long vertical mmganaﬁ of occupation, other work has focussed on
L open bund wmm% mrwnm ﬁiw and Hawston myémf, 19 wm&, More recently
research L out further up Q? coast at Stilbay (Hart and Parks 1991.

Henshils

It is generally accepted by archaeolog
| 3 d«w& y.w; MMMM“ On«“y; A»\ul
case ma the

that shortly ﬁém 2000 years ago, 2 new economic system
nto SOt mwwﬁ. Africa. This involved the adoption of transhumant pastoralism (in the
Cape herding of sheep and much later, cattle) over the traditional hunting and
&Ecm e ?ﬁm r was probably never completely discontinued. The presence of
omesticated animals are indications of the introduction of this economic
f Ew in the upper parts of excavated sequences or in some shell

SITES AT KLIPFONTEYN

e Mwammﬁ . All of these are characteristic of middens
k bush cover present ggmﬁmm observations to :

cts such as stone tools and ceramics. in rvati
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Dyksbaai. A part of this site has been damaged by the existing road although we estimate the
remalning portion to be in the order of 40x40 meters. o ,

Examination of the surface shell scatter {* donotes maxﬁmwmm species) showed that the following
species were present: Turbo sarmaticus (allekreukel), Turbo sidaris, Burnupena sp (whelk), Oxystele sp
(wi nkle), Choromytilis meridionalis (black mussel), Haliotis midae (perlemoen), Patella argenvillei
m@mﬁy “atella granatina, Patella granularis, Patella tabularis, Patella longicosta.

$rone artefactual material includes a silerete bipolar core, several quartzite flakes and a hammerstone,
and some quartz flakes. One fragment of Ostrich eggshell was observed.

Two small test holes were excavated to estimate the thickness of the surface layer and to establish if
other lenses of shell were buried lower down. Both of these holes showed that the surface layer was
not very thick, not extending much deeper than a few centimeters. A second lens of shell was located
at becween 30 and 40 centimeters below the surface. This was also not very thick or dense but
contained a number of large quartzite pieces including two hammerstones and a grindstone. One

hole was dug to a depth of 60 centimeters where a change in soil colour occurred. This changes from
grey humuc soil to a wmmmﬁ coloured soil with pieces of decomposing sandstone present. Because
these holes were very small it s difficult to comment on the species represented 1n the buried layer
other than to say that we observed Turbo sarmaticus, P argenvillei and Burnupena sp. ‘

Research potential: Medium. Sampling of the surface and sub-surface layers is required.

KFN 2

This site lies closer to the coast and 1s on level ground. Disturbance has occurred here with much
mole activity evident. Proximity to houses MS% a dirt track has resulted in builders rubble being
dumped here. The dirt track which continues along the lower part of the property adjacent to the
sea, appears to have cut through the lower part of the site. Building of the house to the west of the
site on the adjoining property has also gmmwam in some damage. Shell species observed on the surfacc
include: Turbo sarmaticus , Oxystele sp, Haliotis sp, P longicosta, P argenvillei . Stone artefactual
material observed includes quartzite flakes and chunks. One perforated pot lug and a body sherd
were also observed. This material is characteristic Cape coastal pottery (Rudner 1948) mmaw indicates
that at least some of the site post-dates 2000 BP (years before present).

Research potential: Medium. Sampling of the surface shell should be carried out.

KFN 3
Abt & %
This site lies on a low hummock to the south of site #4. The shell here is not particularly dense
though some of the same species as observed at other siteg occur here as well. Shell species observed

e

include Turbo sp , Burnupena sp, Oxystele sp, P argenville: , P Granatina. Stone artefactual material
consists of some quartzite flakes.

Research potential: Low. This site seems to be of the same type as others. Better samples can be
obtained on other sites.
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“Thiss hell scatter ke

KFN m

ond ridge at the north-east part of the property. This lies paralle] to
Marais Street tand th on v iﬁem site #4 is found. The scatter is very similar to #4 in Qﬂﬁ itis
ar3 ost of this length except for a dense patch at the soythern end of the

r for mo
nd rather { rmo. ,
long ? closest 1o mmm Gﬁmmf Shell species observed on the surface include Turbo sp, Buwrnupena sp,

W : M.f,; g B e ¥
mwmw&xw sp, P argenville [ longicost v W% m ,m Haliotss ﬂwﬁ Choromytilis %%%g&& Other
artefactual m arerial included quartzite flakes and chunks and one Mwmmﬁmmmm of ostrich eggshell.

est holes were aﬁwcﬁﬁw The first in the northern part and the second in the dense
southern edge of the site. Both holes showed the surface scatter to be limited to a few
att W - surface with m, second shell lens occurring at a depth of approximately 40

¢ the surface. The northern hole was dug to depth of 60 cm and was wmaw@mm

Two small t
seatter at t Lw
centimerers

s
eenptimeters @ fos , |
without any ¢ lo ur changes being noted or more shell vﬁmw encountered. The southern showe

3 imm% change from grey to a ;m?. colour at between 50 and 60 cm. The below surtace lenses in
both holes sr&.& ed stone artefactual material. Holes were too small to really comment on the shell
other than to say that the lower lens appears to contain the same species as the surface unit.

Rescarch potential: V?Eg% Sampling of the surface and sub-surface layers is required.

KEN 6
This midden lies amo mﬂm the rocks adjace e turning circle of the dirt track along the coast.

The shell r%m is densely packed and has v%s am raded by use of t Wm road. In addition and included
within the delineation of site #6, is a general scatter of shell on the slope to the north. Some of this
probab ww comes from sites #4 and #5.
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shell spec ies observed include Turbo mw , Burnupena sp, Oxystele sp, P argenvi illei", P longicosta, P
granating, m aliotis sp, Choromytilis meridionalis.
Research potential: Medium. Some sampling 1s necessary if the site is to be disturbed.

4. DISCUSSION

1ave y%w described mmﬁ all date to the Later Stone Age and are all probably less than
presence of pottery on one site suggests that part of the occupation occurred
o and it mayv be zrx others also date to this time. Heavy bush cover has made it

gr

ot w,s i ne, Q?mwﬁf?ﬁ of artefacts and has also made 1t difficult at times to estimate the
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erv fw\._nmmw? comparisons at this stage.
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r opinion sites KF1, 2, 5, 6 will require some form of mitigation if they are to be affected by

o S o Pl . .
M W%a&&m%@@ In the case of sites KF1 and KF5 this appears to be unavoidable as these lie on the
W fward side of the building setback line (established by observation of marker pegs). Site 6 lies

]
andw P - \ i
meﬁ ro the sea and will probably not be affected by any development per se. Increased volumes of

d traffic along the coast will however have an adverse affect on archaeological sitess and this
e taken into consideration. Site KF2 may fall within the developed area and if so will

be subject to the same provisions as established for sites KF1 and KF5.

eople anc

Mitigation for sites KFI and KF5 should take the form of surface sampling of enough surface area to
characterise the shell species and other archaeological material present. At the same time excavations
hould be carried out to examine the content of the buried layers.

2.8 could easily be protected through limiting vehicular access to the area. A similar
situation pertains to site KF2 although the potential for development is greater here if not now then
at 2 later stage. The status and possible mitigation of this site needs to be established after

development plans have been finalised

3, Sites KF3 and KF4 are similar to KF1 and KF5 but of lower research potential. They will not
require further investigation if recommendations 1 and 4 are strictly adhered to.

4. Human skeletal material is often found in association with shell middens. It is not possible to
predict where (and if) burials have occurred. It must be made clear to building crews what procedures
are to be followed in the event of skeletal material being found. Firstly, these remains should be

e same dignity that would be afforded to any other burial. The remains should, if

t in place. Secondly, an archaeologist should be contacted to record and remove the

Ei

treated with t!

. 1 g
possible, be lef
emains if they have to be disturbed
remains if thev have to be disturbed.

5. Measures for the mitigation of sites threatened by development are subject to the approval of the
T

National Monuments Council.
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