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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Phase 1 Archasoiogicsl Impact Asgessmant of the proposed Schuiphoek Village
development in Hermanus has identified significant potential impacts o ora-colonial
archaeclogical material thal will need to be miligated and managsd prior to
devalopmeant activities.

Archasclogical monitoring of vegetation olsaring operations and bulk earthworks
during the Consiruction Phase of the project is also recomymended.



1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background and brief

Ce Vihers Brownlie Associates requested thal the Agency for Culiural Resource
Management undertake a Phase 1 Archasologival Impact Assessment (AIAY of Erf
243 Hermanus, in the Western Cape Province.

The propesed Schulphoek Village project provides for a mixed-use development,
ervisaging a core residential village, an African Village comprising guest
indgeichalet/backpackers lodge, a caravan and camping site. a restaurant and
shops, an African craft market, and a conference cenirs.

A Milkwood Heritage Area comprising forest walks and Xhosa initigfion site is also
envisaged.

An alzalone plant and small mariculture industry is also proposed.

The exient of the property is about 40 ha.

The aim of the AIA is to locate, identify and map any archaeological remains that
may be negaiively impacted by the planning and construction of the propossd
development, and 1o propose measures (o mitigate against the impact.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

The terms of reference for the archaeological study were:

-+

to determineg whether there are likely fo be any archaecicgical sites of
significance within the proposed sitg;

™3

to identify and map any sites of archaesiogical significance within the proposed
site,

3. to assess the sensitivity and conservation significance of archaeclngical sites
potentially affected by the proposed developmeant;

4 1o asssss the significance of any impacis resulting from the proposed
development;

5. to dentify  mitigatory measures {o protect and mainiain any  wvaluable
archaeological sites that may exist within the proposed site; and

& 1o propose actions for inclusion in a Construction Environmental Managsment

Fian for the proposed project.
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3 STUDY APPROACH AND DOCUMENTATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
"he appreach used in the study entalled a baseling survey of Erf 243 Hermanus.
A desktop study was also undertaken

ihe S *u*h African coastal zone s & sensifive, thresfensd and vuinerable
archa 0:: wal region (Kaplan 1883) The majorty of coastal archaeoclogical sites are
ncated within 200 m of the shoreline. As development spreads along the coastine,
archasological sites have come under increasing threat and many sites iy the
Hermanus region have already been destroyed completely.

lanning for the coastal zone must therefore take account of this rich archasological
hentage, With the increased pressure to develop the shoreling area, new settlements
are often buiit an top of much older {precolonial) setiemenis, resulting in the
wrecoverable loss of archaeological matenal and remains.

More than 50 archaeological sites have been fem"dea in the Hermanus region
= 53 an 1893). These include mostly Later Stone Age’ (LSA) sites, bul Middle Stone
ge’ (MSAY, as well as Early Stone Age” (ESA) sites also ocour,

The Hermanus ceastal zone was vary atiractive to prehistoric LSA hunter-gatherers,

who camped insheore and harvested the abundant shoreiine rescurces, fishing and
coliecting shefifish remains in the rocky intertidal and tidal zones. Itis here that large
amounts of shelifish were processed and cansumed

itis therefore not surpriging that many shell middens (ancient rubbish dumps) in the
Hermanus area have been recorded. Shell middens have been jocaled at Harry's

Bay, Nuwebaai, Mudge Point, Vermoni, Onrus River Mouth, Sandbaal and Swardam
{Kaptan 1983).

4. THE STUDY SITE
Alocality plan of the study area is llustrated in Figure

An aerial photograph of the site is Hustrated in Figure 2.

L

& proposed conceplusl development plan s Hustratad in Figure

frf 243 Hermanus is characierised by 2 large ndigencus Mitkwood forest, which
covars mors than 40% of the affected property. The forest iz crisg-crossed by a
rumber of small fracks and footpaths used mainly by nearby residents of Zwsiihlz
and Mount Pleasant A large excavation scar, probabiy the result of fegal sand
mining, and an informal road, culs through the cenire of the forest down to the rocky
shoreling (sse Figure 2}, tegal dumping in this area is also widespread.

(o the lagt 20 000 years of pracolonial higtory in southern Africa
s the pennd betesen 250 000 ang 20 000 years ano.
& & T Pl -1 H 3 Porire -~
the perioxd batwaan 2 m and 250 000 years age
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The remaindsr of the property is infested with alien vegstation (Figures 4-6). A large
excavation pit (infested with alier vegetation) ocours in the south-eastern portion of
e property, close 1o the Beach Cluby residential development.

Severe alteration of the immediate shoreline area has also taken place, mainly as a
resuit of the devslopment of a large public recreational area, which includes braal
and picnic ‘*ac‘fteﬁ sidal pools, park?ng arga, change room faciilies, wide gravel

f

roads and coastal racks {(Figures 7 & 8 & see Figure 23

Exiensive arosion of the shoreline area and frontal dunes s also very evident.

5 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

5.1 The National Hertfage Resources Act (Act No, 28 of 1988)

51.1 Archaeology {Section 35 {4))

No parson may, without a permit issued by Heritage Western Cape ({the provincial
heritage authority), destroy, damage, excavate, alter or remove from #s origingl

sosition, or coilect, any archaeological matarial or object.

£.1.2 Burial grounds and graves {Section 36 (3))

No person may, without a permit issued by the South African Heritags Resources

Agency {SAHRA), destroy damage, alter, exhume or remove from s original

posiion or otherwise disturb any grave or burial ground oider than 60 years, which is

situated ouiside a formal cemetery administered by a local authority.

5.2 Application requirements and procedure

Farmit applications must be made on the official form:

s ,f-‘s.rv;f @n ”Qr permit to destroy: Archasological and palaeontclogical sites and

s Appfication for permit; Buria! Grounds and Graves.

Parmil appication forms are available from SAHEA, and Heritage Waestern Caps



Figure 4, Archaeciogical sludy, Schuiphosk Point, Hermanus. Site facing south.
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Figure 6. Archasoiogical study, Schuiphoek Point, Hermanus. Site facing east and
Beach Club development.

Figure 7. Archasological study, Schulphoek Point, Hermanus. View of old
development



Figure 8, Archasological study, Schuiphoek Point, Mermanus. View of old
development

pase.




g, CONSTRAINTS AND LIMITATIONS

A fargm g:s:)z‘*iaf" of the site is infested with alien vegetation resulling in exiremealy low
archasological visibility.

: Miltwood Forest is also restricted, despite the existence of a number of
smai tracks and fooinaths
7. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL RISKS
The foliowing project actions may likely impact negatively on archaeological remains

The actions are most likely to coour during the Construction and Operation Phase of
ihe proposed proect.

During the Construction Phase

«  Vegelztion clearing operations in the heavily (alien) infested shoreline area may
expase hidden shell middens.

o Bulk earthworks and excavations for services and roads for example may expose
or uncover buried shell middens and human burials.

Buring the Operation Phase

s The development and operation of proposed forest walks may impact negatively
an precolonial Later Stone Age campsites in the Milkwoaod forest,

8. IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND DESCRIPTION

Saven archaeclogical sites were jocated during the basebne survey of Erf 243
Hermanus.

Figure 2 Hiustrates the location of archasoclogical sies recorded during the study.

The archasological finds were recorded and given a co-ordinats using a Garmin
Gecko 201 GFS saf on map datum WGES 84,

SKP 1 /GPS reading S 34°25 731 E 19°12 208;

SKP 1 iz located at the beginning of a small sand track entering the Mitkwood forest
aboul 30m east of Schulphoek Road, at the entrance fo the property (Figure 93

The site comprises a very thin scatier of shellfish fragments, mainly limpet species,
some perlemaosn (Maliofis miidas) and Turbo samarkicus, which ooour among the low,
wind-eroded and gariaslly vegetated dunss, on either side of the sand track.

A few whole limpets {(Patelia argenvilied) aiso oocur in the low defialed sands. One
manuport, one guartzite chunk, and three quarzite flakes were also noted.



Figure 8. Archaeological study, Schulphoek Point, Hermanus, SKP 1

S



ments of shelifish {mainly limpets and some perlemoen) have also been
*he surface by extansive dune-mole rat activity. The immediate
G Blea s also very degraded as a result of heawy pedestrian raffic.

SKP 1 is severly disturbed,

Significance of find: fow

rgestad mitigation none required

SKP 2 (GPS reading 8 34°25 943 £ 19°12 573)

This Later Sione Age (L84 shell midden is jocated on the crest of an ext’cmeiy
sleep (dune) cutiing about 200 m soufh of the access road to the illegal sand mine
threugh the Milkwood forest (Figure 190

bm‘e w-sifu shelifish (inciuding large, bleached Turbo samarticus. large parlemosn,
Faladia drge willei and Patella granalina) and some quarizite stone flakes are visl b!ﬁ
on the c:res'r of tha cutling within a dark 1 m thick capping of humic sand. Some
shelifish, oossibly of MSA origin, alsg ogours in the underlying Pleistocens
saﬁd/emaeu limestons deposifs

Relatively large numbers of whole and fragmented shellfisn (incluging Palelfa
granatina, Patella argenvillel and some operculum}, a few rough quarizite flakes,
flaked quartzite cobbles and some hieached bone, were also noted out of context on
the slopes of the steep east-facing slopes, and in the road/rack below the dune
slope.

The sife has largely been desiroyed by illegat sand mining, which has cid through the
dung and exposed the archasological site.

Significance of find medium/potentially high

Suggested mitigation: the in-situ archaeological remains should be rescued by a
professional archaeologist

SKP 3 (GPS reading S 34°25 875 E 19712 534

The campsis comprises an exiensive scaller of shelfish remains (both whole and
fragn*mt@d; and cultural material either side of a well-used footpatn through the
forest in a large open clearing beneath mature Mitkwood tress.

ffish are present on the site, dominaled by impels speses
£ .:;fe fa cochiear and Faltells labularsy, with Turko samartious,
ﬁme:rg nerlemosan and Black Mussel (Choromytilus meridionalis) also

Wﬂfﬁ“

UCC;JF;’”H"EQ.

Many stone tosls are present on the sile, including silorste, quarizite and guarte
Hakes, chunks znd miscellansous retouched pieces. One silorets scraper and one
guartzite hammersione was also noted, as well as a number of manuporis. The
quartzite and guarnz sould easily have been oblained locally. The scuwres of the
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silorete s uncertain, but may possibly have been scurced from a quarry close o the
town of Botriver, alongside the R43 (Kaphan 2003}

tany pleces of Cape coastal pottery are also present on the site. These include both
purnished and unburnished meces. No deccrated potsherds were noted.

Some ostrich egoshell pieces werg alze found.

Dune mole rat aclivity iz extensive in the forest clearing and many of the sand
mounds are associaled with relatively large amounts of shalifish remains, suggesting
that substantial shell midden materal also occur below the surface.

SKP 3 is very disturbed, mainly as a resull of heavy padesirian traffic along the
footpath through the forest Despife the high impact, however, the site still retains
zome integrity.

Hunter-gatherer campsites {ocated in Milkwood forests) are sxiremely rare in the
YWastern Cape. The only ofher comparable sites have been located at Hout Bay,
Cape Point and Gansbasai {Tim Hart, Archaeclogy Contracts Office, University of
Cape Town, pers. comm.}, where the forest canopy provided both shelter and close
proximity to the productive shorgline.

Smatier patches of shelfish remains and a few stone tools and some potlery wers
torated in a8 clearing about 25m south east of the main campsite. Modern {i.e.
cut/machine sawed) bone, bits of plastic and domestic debris are scattered sbout in
tnis area, which is also very disturbed.

Significance of find: potentially high

Suggested mitigation: the site should be investigated in more detail, and the
archeological deposits systematically excavated by a professional
archaeociogist

SKP 4 (GPS reading § 34°26 109 E 19°12 765)

A wery thin scatterpateh of fragmented shallfish, and three smali polsherds were
loeated in 2 small footpath on the south-easiern toundary of B 243, alongside the
Heach Club residential development.

Tha sile is located in g small ¢learing surrounded by exolic Reoikrantz trees. The
archaeciogical remains are mixed up with large amounts of buliding rubble, including
mrowan tles, bits of asbastos sheeting, plastic, glass and rusted metal bits, which are
scatterad around

he surrounding area is very disturbed and degraded.

Significance of ing: fow

Suggested mitigation: none required



SKP 5 (GPS reading S 3426 059 E 18°12 585)

Eight small pleces of potllery (no refits), and a few fragments of shelifish {Turho
samarticus and Palella argenvilledy were found In an open space on a heavily eroded
sandbank slongside the tllegal sand minafroad, about 250 m south of SKP 2.

Tre immediate surrcunding area is very degraded.
Significance of find: tow

Suggested mitigation: none required

SKP & (GPS reading 5 34°26 153 £ 19°12 682)

The site 5 Iocated at the northern end of the beach, about 180-200 m south of the
Beach Club residential development, on an eroded dune bank alongside a small
coastal trackiread (Figure 12). The track has cut through the frontal dunes alongside
ihe shoreling, resuliing in severe erosion and disturbancs.

Relatively large numbers of surface shelifish remains {both naturally occurring beach
deposits and archaeological) are scattered about on the sloping south facing remﬂant
duns. These inciude mainly fragments {but alsc some whole shell] of Palells
cochiear, Fatells argenviffel, Turbo samarticus and perfemoen. Shelifish remaing are
aiso scattered about m the coastal rack. Two rough quartzite flakes were found,
while quartzide beach cobbiles, probably manuports, were also noled.

The site is eroded and damaged as a result of the construction of the coastal track.

Significance of find. low
Suggested mitigation: none required
SKP 7 (GPS reading 5 34°26 189 E 18712 721)

SKP 7 s ceoated about 30m north of SKEP & at the and of the coastal track, on the
edgefos of the same severly eroded dune. The sife comprises a few fragmenis of
shellfish and a few whole shell, mainly limpet specigs. No olher archaeological
remains were notad,

signiicance of find: lo
Suggssted mitigation: none required

It Is important to note that remnant archasological remains occur gocasionally along
e shorelineg and among the eroded raised besch terraces at Schuiphosk Point
”’"h&sr\ remains, (including SKP 8 & SKP 7). may wail be the remamns of some of the
shall middens recorded by Rudner (1988) during his beach surveys underiakan in the

950 s and 1960's,

he large public recreational development at Schuiphoek Point, including bragt and
icnic area, roads, buildings, tidal pools, ete. {built in the early 1980's), has very likely
oved many of the previousiy recerded shell middens in this arsa. A few stonae

,£.
=z and chunks and & few smal polsherds were localed in the large braai/pichic
grea Dune mole ral aclivity is extensive in this ares.
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gure 12, Archaeclogical study

Schuiphosk Point, Hermanus, SKR 8,



Crushed shellfish remains (probably a combination of archaeoiogical and beach
deposits) occur in the large levelied parking area in front of the change room
buddings. The shoreling area is severely degraded as a result of the recreational
davsiopmant. old earthworks, and associated activities such as roads.

The coastal track, numerous small footpaths as well as iflegal 4 x 4 aclivity have also
groded and damaged the shoreline and low dunes on the raised beach erraces.

4. IMPACT STATEMENT

The proposed Schuiphosk Village development will likely impact negatively on
archasoiogical remamns.

Shetl middens and human burials may also be exposed or uncoversd during
vaegstation ciearing operalions.

B' i earthworks and excavations for services such as water and roads may also
unsovar buried shell middens and human burial remains.

Shouid these be uncoverad the impacts could be potantially high.

10, CONCLUDING STATEMENT

The assessment of the proposed Schulphoek Village development has identifisd
significant impacts fo pre-colonial archaeological material that will need to be
mitigated and managed pricr to development activities.

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

With regard to the proposed Schulphoek Village development, the following
recommencations are made:

s The m-sity Later Sione Age archaeoclegical deposils from SKP 2 must be
axcavated prior to develjopment proceeding. The proposed African Craft Village is
Iocaim n tms area (see ?sgure 3) The smc has been severely darr‘aged {a:} 5

may 250 bc p"esent in the Pleistacene fossil saﬂds below the dune r‘appmg

= Systematic archaeological excavalions must be underiaken of the area asround
the hunter-gatherer campsie (SKP 3} in the Milkwood Forest, prior o
developmeant proceeding. The site has already been severely impacted by
pedestrian traffic through the forest. Such sites are extremely rare in the Westem
Cape and have the potential ta generate important information on modern human
settiement and subsistence in tha coastal zone.

« [ feasinie, SKP 3 could be developed as g public-viewing site, and incorporated
sl “?"P "’sropﬁfsed »",11kw od Hemage Area. xﬂe p“oposed ‘f"o"est wa!%{s w{.; pma

thrg
i’nﬂ et::mefamle *oc:n af en’\o“rtant archaeosog»ca mformadm




li. Lo

is imporiant to note that the South African Heritage Resources Agenoy
{SAMRA} must be notifled of the intention to open a site to the public.

The devefopment of public-viewing archaeological sites s also subiact to the
implementation of a Herilage Site Management Plan

With regard to the proposed Schulphosk Village development, the following
recommaeandations must aglsn e Includsd n the Construction Environments
Management Plan {CEMP).

The CEMP must detail reporiing procedures to manage the discovery of any heritage
artefacts during the Construction Fhase of the proposed project. For example;

« Should an Environmental Control Officer {(ECO) be appointed, ha/she must be
briefed by a professional archaeclogist what o ook out for durmg the
Constryction Phase of the project.

«  Vegelation clearing operations, bulk earthwaorks and excavations for services and
roads must also be monidored by a professionat archaeologist,

Should any shell midden material be exposed or uncovsred during these
activities, archaeclogical mitigation may be required. The proponent is
rasponsibie for the cost of mitigating archasological remains.

= Human burials or hurnan burial remalins uncovered or disturbed during bulk
earthworks and gxcavations should not be removed or cisturbed until inspectad
by a professional archaeologist,

«  Should any human remains be exposed or uncoverad during earthworks, these
should immediately be reported 1o a professional archasologist, and SAHRA.

The recommendations are subject to the approval of the Archaeology, Palazontology
and Metaorites Committes of Heritage Western Cape.
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