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Composite map constructed from 3419CB Gansbaai, 3419AD Stanford, 3419BC Jongensklip & 3419DA&DC 
Baardskeerdersbos (Mapping information supplied by - Chief Directorate: Surveys and Mapping. Website: 
w3sli.wcape.gov.za).  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Archaeology Contracts Office was appointed by the Walkerbay Fynbos Conservation 
Trust to undertake an initial heritage impact assessment of four small areas on a proposed 
hiking trail in the Walker Bay Fynbos Conservancy between Stanford and Gansbaai. The 
four areas will be used for the provision of overnight camps for the hikers and would 
accommodate approximately eleven people at a time. The individual areas impacted are 
less than a hectare in size, but the actual building footprints are quite small. Figure 1 shows 
the general area in which the conservancy is located and the four rectangles indicate the 
portions of land enlarged in Figure 2. On Figure 2 the approximate locations of the camps 
are marked by red circles. 

 
The conservancy consists of several adjoining farms with thick fynbos coverage but 
includes no immediate coastal areas and no obvious rocky outcrops suitable for human 
habitation. Ground visibility varies according to location. Two areas are covered in thick 
grass, one area consists of open sand beneath milkwood trees, and the last is thick fynbos 
vegetation. 
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Each camp footprint will be created through spot rezonings of small parcels of land within 
the conservancies. 
 
2. METHOD 
 
Each area was covered on foot and examined visually for any heritage or archaeological 
material present on the site. The environment at each location and any heritage material 
located were recorded photographically. GPS positions were taken with a handheld GPS 
receiver using the WGS84 datum. 
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Plate 1 

3. FINDINGS 
 
Each of the four locations is discussed in turn. 
 
3.1 Mosaic Farm 
 
The camp at this farm is already partly 
constructed. It is situated in a grove of 
milkwood trees (Plate 1) on the shore 
of the Klein River estuary, also known 
as the Hermanus Lagoon (Plate 2). It 
consists of five tented suites on 
concrete platforms and a separate 
guide’s cabin all linked together by 
means of raised wooden walkways. 
The built structures and walkways have 
small individual footprints and are 
unlikely to have disturbed any heritage 
or archaeological material. The farm 
manager informed us that the grove 
had been used by herders for many 
years and that plenty of modern rubbish had been cleared out. It is possible that historic 
material may have been affected as well but no evidence of any historic material was seen 
anywhere in the surroundings of the grove. 

 
The milkwood trees are clearly of significant age and can be seen as part of the cultural 
landscape. Some of the milkwoods on the farm are thought to be as much as 2000 years 
old (e.g. Plate 3; Slabbert, pers. comm). 
 
 
 
 

Plate 2 
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Plate 3 

No historic material was present 
around the site, but an old building 
dating to the mid- to late- 19th

 

 century 
is present on the farm Wortelgat some 
distance to the west of the study site 
(Plate 4). Although derelict for many 
decades, this building indicates that 
the farm has seen use for more than a 
century. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.2 Wolwefontein 
 
On this farm the camp is to be constructed on a small hilltop which is completely covered in 
fynbos. There are no structures or open areas anywhere nearby. Figure 5 shows the view 
from the site and the vegetation cover in the area. Five small chalets and a communal area 
with a small total footprint will be constructed. This site is the nearest to the sea, but no 

Plate 4 

Plate 5 
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Plate 6 Plate 7 

Plate 8 

evidence of any prehistoric material was seen anywhere in the vicinity. No historic buildings 
are located nearby, but a few hundred meters away there is a historic stone-lined well that 
was apparently used by people running a stock post in the area. As on Mosaic farm, this 
also gives an indication of the historic land use. There are no cultural landscape issues at 
this site. 
 
 
3.3 Waterkop 
 
The area earmarked for the accommodation on this farm is completely disturbed. Currently 
a derelict windmill, concrete dam and pump house are situated here (Plates 6 & 7). The 
ground is covered with thick grass and some modern rubble lies nearby. No historic or 
prehistoric material is present in the vicinity of the proposed footprint. There are no cultural 
landscape issues at this site either. 
 

 
 
3.4 Witvoetskloof 
 
This farm is located in a secluded 
valley quite far from the coast. With 
the exception of the area 
surrounding the buildings, the land 
is covered in dense fynbos and 
indigenous trees. A farm dam which 
is fed by a spring has been 
constructed across the valley (Plate 
8). The area is characterised by 
high rolling hills and is not generally 
suited to prehistoric occupation. At 
this site the intention is to renovate 
and modify two existing buildings to 
accommodate the guides and 
hikers. 
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Plate 9 

Plate 10 

Plate 11 

The two buildings are 
examples of vernacular Cape 
architecture but both have 
already been modified. It 
appears that the original 
buildings probably comprised 
a langhuis and a small 
waenhuis. 
 
The waenhuis (Plate 9) is a 
short building with a fairly 
high thatched roof and half-
hipped gable. The form of the 
roof may be original, although 
the building must have had its 
front end changed with a door 
and window being added in place of the original opening. The building has thick walls. No 
other permanent external additions have been made to this structure. 
 
The langhuis has been 
substantially modified to the extent 
that it is not easily possible to tell   
from the outside what its original 
form was. In Plate 10 the visible 
portion of the green corrugated 
iron roof covers what remains of 
the original structure. Rooms have 
been added to the entire length of 
both sides (Plate 11) and a kitchen 
built on one of the ends. 
 
Upon entering the house, the thick 
walls and form of the original 
openings provided proof that a 
langhuis was present. The 
remaining door openings and 
window (Plate 13) maintain their 
original splayed edges. Several 
internal modifications have been 
made. On the original front 
façade just the main entrance 
and a single window opening 
remain. The joinery on all original 
openings looks to have been 
updated by the addition of extra 
wood, possibly in the late 19th 
century. Several new openings 
have been created in both sides 
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Plate 12 

Plate 12 Plate 13 

and both ends and a low ceiling has been added. In one of the end rooms a large portion of 
the original front wall has been removed to create a large opening between the original 
house and the modern addition. Outside the front door a relatively modern veranda area 
has been surfaced with modern bricks. 
 
The other structures on the farm, including a house, reservoir and sheds, are all fairly 
recent and not affected by the proposed development.  In general the precinct has 
outstanding rural scenic qualities and a relaxed atmosphere that would benefit by a low-key 
sensitive development.  Every effort should be made to retain this ambience. 
 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The first three locations, Mosaic Farm, Wolwefontein and Waterkop contain no heritage 
material at all, while the small camp developments will not impact highly on the wilderness 
qualities of the 3 sites. It is recommended that development be allowed to proceed at these 
three locations provided that the proposed restricted size of the camps is not exceeded. 
 
While already substantially impacted, the fourth site, Witvoetskloof, does need further 
attention. Unfortunately the langhuis has been extensively modified with little of its original 
form remaining intact, however the original core is still discernable within the layers of 
changes. It is recommended that development of this site be allowed to proceed, but 
subject to care being taken to avoid further damage to any original fabric, and measures 
taken to enhance that which has survived. The waenhuis, despite its modifications, is in 
somewhat better condition. As with the langhuis, care should be taken not to damage 
original fabric when renovating this structure. 
 
It is suggested that an architect familiar with working with Cape Vernacular structures be 
appointed to record the structures and draw up the required plans for any conversions.  
Since the building is more than 60 years old, all changes must be passed by Heritage 
Western Cape. 
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Information on suitable architects can be obtained from the Association of Heritage 
Assessment Professionals (email ahapwc@age.uct.ac.za). 
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