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Executive summary

No significant archaeological sites were located during a baseline study of portion 60
of Whale Rock Farm No. 443, Plettenberg Bay.

The proposed project comprises mainly residential development. Hiking trails are also
envisaged.

Relatively large numbers of Early Stone Age (ESA) and Middle Stone Age (MSA)
tools, including handaxes, cleavers, choppers, large flakes, flaked cobbles, and cores
were located on a series of sheet washed gravel slopes behind Whale Rock.

A diffuse scatters of ESA and MSA tools, including cleavers, flaked cobbles, flakes,
and chunks were also located on the north-east facing slopes on the rocky ridge above
Whale Rock, overlooking the vlei.

In addition, a few MSA flakes and some ESA material were found on loose gravel on
steep vegetated slopes in the extreme north-western portion of the site.

Most of the material located during the study is in a disturbed context.

The study site is extremely well vegetated, resulting in low archaeological visibility.
The receiving terrain, however, is not considered to be archaeologically sensitive,
vulnerable or threatened.

The archaeological remains located during the study have been given a low
significance rating.

The significance of the impact of the proposed project on archaeological sites is
considered to be low to negligible.

The probability of locating important archaeological sites during implementation of
the project is also low.

With regard to the proposed development of portion 60 of the farm Whale rock No.
443, Plettenberg Bay, the following archaeological recommendations are made.

» No archaeological mitigation is required.
o No further detailed studies are required.
» the site is suitable for development.

The above recommendations are subject to the approval of the South African Heritage
Resources Agency Plans Committee.



1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and brief

Blue Dot Properties 199 (Pty) Ltd has requested that the Agency for Cultural
Resource Management undertake an archaeological study of portion 60 of the farm

Whale Rock No. 443, Plettenberg Bay, on the southern Cape coast.

The proposed project comprises mainly residential development. Hiking trails are also
envisaged.

The aim of the study is to locate, identify and map archaeological remains that may be
negatively impacted by the planning, construction and implementation of the
proposed project, and to propose measures to mitigate against the impact.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

The terms of reference for the archaeological study were:

1. to determine whether there are likely to be any archaeological sites of
significance;

[

to identify and map and sites of archaeological significance;
3. to assess the sensitivity and conservation significance of archaeological sites;

4. to assess the status and significance of any impacts resulting from the proposed
development; and

5. to identify mitigatory measures to protect and maintain any valuable archaeological
sites that may exist.

3. THE STUDY SITE

The study site for the proposed project is illustrated in Figure 1.

4. STUDY APPROACH AND DOCUMENTATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES

4.1 Method of survey

The approach used in the archaeological study entailed a detailed foot survey of the
proposed development.

A desktop study was also undertaken.
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8. CONCLUDING STATEMENT

No significant archaeological sites or remains were located during a study of portion
60 of the farm Whale Rock No. 443, in Plettenberg Bay.

In general, the receiving environment is not considered to be archaeologically
sensitive, vulnerable or threatened.

9. LEGISLATION

Archaeological sites are protected under the National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25
of 1999). The Act came into effect on 01 April 2000, and replaces the National
Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969).

It is an offence to destroy, damage, excavate, alter, or remove from its original
position, or collect, any archaeological material or object, without a permit issued by
the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA).

i6. RECOMMENDATIONS

With regard to the proposed development of portion 60 of the farm Whale Rock No.
443, Plettenberg Bay, the following archaeological recommendations are made.

1. No archaeological mitigation is required.

2. No further detailed studies are required.

-y

3. The site is suitable for development.

The above recommendations are subject to the approval of the South African Heritage
Resources Agency Plans Committee.
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