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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENTS AT THE FARM HARTNOllS 458, KATHU, 
NORTHERN CAPE 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Residential developments are planned at the farm Hartnolls 458, Kathu, Northern 
Cape. 

Archaeological material occurs in the form of Early Stone Age hand axes, which 
are found on bare rocky outcrops on the surface. The distribution of these 
artefacts seems to be fairly general and widespread and the impact on the 
cultural heritage remains of the proposed development sites at Hartnolls 458 will 
be of minor significance. 

No other cultural or historical remains were found in the proposed area of 
development. 

I recommend that the proposed developments and planning of the site may 
proceed. 

INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION 

INVESTIGATION 

The site for the proposed residential developments on the farm Hartnolls 458 
near Kathu was visited on 1 June 2006. Dr Johan du Preez of MDA 
Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein, took me to the site. 
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The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to 
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA)is done in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation 
Act, (73 of 1989). 

LOCALITY 

The proposed Erioloba Estate residential developments are planned on the farm 
Hartnolls 458 near Kathu, Northern Cape (Map 1). 

The proposed area of developments is located a few kilometres from Kathu on 
the N14 road to Kuruman (Map 1) and adjacent to the existing town cemetery 
(Map 2). 

Vegetation can be described as Thorn Veld, which consists mainly of Swarthaak 
(Acacia mellifera) and Driedoring (Rhigozum trichotomum) Fig.3&9). 

The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken: 

Stone tools 

fl KA-HU 16 

27°40'18"S. 023°04'51"E Altitude 1261m (Fig.1). 

27°40'15"S. 023°05'06"E Altitude 1234m (Figs.11-13). 

Rd/border fence/power line 27°40'15"S. 023°05'19"E Altitude 1264m (Fig.8) 

RESULTS 

The land proposed for residential developments lies against the slope of the hill 
away from the N14 road (Figs.7-9). 

Archaeological material in the form of Early Stone Age hand axes (Figs.1,4,6) 
occur on bare stony outcrops (Fig.5) on the surface and are visible in the roads 
(Figs.2&8) where there is no vegetation cover. 

No indication of any other cultural or historical material was found in the 
proposed area. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

It is anticipated that due to the wide and general distribution of the stone 
artefacts, the proposed residential developments at the farm Hartnolls 458 will 
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have a minor impact on the stone tools on the surface of the specific area of 
development. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

There are no obvious reasons to delay the commencement of further planning 
and development of the site and I recommend that the planning of the proposed 
residential developments at the farm Hartnolls 458 near Kathu should proceed. 

MITIGATION 

Concerning the area for the proposed developments, no mitigation measures will 
be required. 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Map 1 Locality of Kathu in relation to Kuruman, Hotazel and Sishen. 
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Map 2 Schematic layout of the proposed developments at Hartsnoll 458, Kathu. 
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Fig.1 A small collection of stone tools from the site at Hartsnoll 458, Kathu. 
Pocket knife=1 OOmm. 

Fig.2 The farm road where some of the artefacts were discovered. 
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Fig.3 General view of the vegetation in the area. 

FigA Hand axes found near the road. Pocket knife=1 OOmm. 
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Fig.5 Stone tools occur on stony outcrops. 

Fig.6 Stone tools from Hartsnoll 458 displayed with modern day technological instruments. 
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Fig.? View of the site proposed for development at Hartsnoll 458. 

Fig.S Point where the power line crosses the Hartsnoll 458 border fence. 
Note the stony cover on the surface. 
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Fig.11 Trig-beacon KA-HU 16 at border of farm. 

Fig .12 View from beacon facing north east. 
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Fig.13 View from beacon facing east. 

Fig.14 View from the farm Hartsnoll 458 facing towards Kathu. 


