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ABSTRACT

This paper raises the guestion of whether 1 s povable ta
recagmive differeat cultural growgm m the Later pechistory
af the Wesicrn and Northern Cape Provimoe and 4f o
how 1o wne the arvhaelogical ugnatures ax indwators of
e tmtegrity. To do this we have wsed o 300 year old apen
xite at Bloeddrifi along the Qrange Riwer which yielded a
raombor of hewrth foanres amd culiural debrss that were
indications of discrete cooking area. possibly aszociated
with indivedual bty The hearths ot Biveddrift 23 e
inchcarony of a limited occupation periosd and of places
whare social acteiry was focussed. Ther survival and
askociation with the rext of the culturel material s o ey
10 the integrity aof the xite. Comparisons between Bloed-
drift 23 and Jukkalsberg A & B. some 30 km upstream,
suggent that {1 is asovanead with g pastoralics economy,
While the sues appear simular. o both comtexi and mse-
rigl culture, the radiocarbon dates imficate Bloeddrt 23
is OO0 years wunger. Using daea from coosun surves.
and guidelimes from Bushmanland, as weil as Western and
Narthern Cape Provinces, we balieve we can separate
humiter [rom herder archaeological signatures Baved spon
this, we suggest that not all the cultura! and founst mase
ctal from thew sites may be contemporancous with U
hearths. By knowing what the pastoral vignature should
be, we have attempeed Lo separate oul those elamenis of
cultural maiersal that may be inruxive. This evercise
warns wr lo be careful of miviure, and nol o asswme all
materialy on rites found on the Oromge Kiver foodplain
are e pssarily coeval

Recerved lanuary 2000 Accepted Febwuary 2001
Introduction

Although the earliest colomial commentatons refomed o all
the aboriginal people of the Western Cape Provinee =
‘Hottemols', they made 2 clear distinciion between e
Sosqua as hunters withowt domestic smmaly, and others
called Quenia (Khockhoom) who were hevders (Schapera &
Farmnglon 1933; Thom 1954). Revisionist histones would
declarm any distinchion between Sovequa and Khockbaem
(Wright 1996), Elphick (1977) was conmvineed that they
were purely different ends of a cychical contimuum: when
herders Josr therr stock through thelt, drought or discase
they fell hack on hunting and foragng, and so were al the
bt of the cyole, Onee they reconped the wock losses
Ihey became herders on the “up’ part of the cycle

Archacological wark on the Vredenbury Pemnsula hae
demonsirated » clow distinglion betwoemn sites occupred by

hunters (such a¢ Wiklip), snd those by herdas (s @
Kastoelbery ) (Smuh oz o 19910 This separation thay sup
ports the view of the early Dutch colonists We believe tha
the cubtural identiny snd separation betwszen humter and
herder snes 15 sl Tomuied 1o the Western Cape Mfrovimee 1t
has wluo been suggested for Budimanland, sioh the dvtme
lion between the Swankops wnd Doomfontem Industries
(Heavmont ez o 1995) and thin paper will show (hat 31 can
mrobably be scen slong the Orange River w the Kichiers
veld and on the Namagualend Coast These mchacologica)
disimetions are predicated on owr abiiny 1o recogiise i
ferens cultural growps wm the landscape and 16 mscerian
whether sites have o high miegrity, 1 we in proary cone
text, and nol subyedt 1o mixng by later cocopations (Bin-
ford 19813

Fip | Map shosing lecstem of Bleeddeill 23 wiong the
{renge (Ganep) Kivar m the Ruhteryveld

Bloeddrift 23

Dunng » hertage fesource assexsanent of the Trans Hex
dapmond  conceswon undertaken v 1995, Bloeddnfi (or
Auchas, 1o wse 15 Navra name) was surveyed by Hulkent
andd Haet (Halkett 19995 They nied how well prosaved the
wilh material wak om site 28, and how spalially discrow the
heanth features sppeared 1o be. Such leatares are all (00 e
in the srchseological record, and, as asccekormod erosion
the arcs todday places them o risk, & brizl mvestigatuon of



sofne of tho spatisl sspocts of the mile was undertahen in
June i

Tl suie (g P28 200780 16° 48.4°1) fn one of woveryd
chowe to the didt, we fond. &t Hiseddnll on the South Afn
can side of the Oveoge Rives, some 30 ke downstions, e
e crinw (hios, frong ihe stmilar saie of lakkalsherp {1innk
& Webley 1996 Miller & Webley 1994, Wahbey 1997
ane is one of many discosencd dunmg, the extonded survey
The rampe of siies meludes thos: containing formal sone
tonls and mineralised bomos, ben lacking peticory, 1o silos
wilh larpe smounis of cotamics, few formal ool and 2
faonal speetnan thas mcludes signifivant numibers of somall-
wcdimm bovads Blocddrift 23 % one of the latle

arwa

Fig 7 Detaiied foestion of wehsecingical  sives  aeound
Blosddrift (numben reler 10 survey soguuence |

Sries with twrge numbers of ceramcs, few formal 1ok wd
large ostiich eggpsisel] beads are wually sssociated winhi hogh
proportions of oviesprd remarms. The contranl with' sites
contmming formal 10ols, few potsherds and small ostoch
egpshell beads has been used us a relative indicator of
pastoralist occupstion (Sede 1997) Elung these ertera we
can he ressonably certmn that Bloeddnfl 23 falls wathim the
pastaralist end of the spectrum. smilar, m many ways, o
Jakkalshery A & 1§ funher upstream in the Rachiersveld
(Webiey 1%97).

Bloeddiift 23 15 locatead om a tevrace abwive (he present run-
of T levels of a tobetary of the Orange River, some 300 m
from the muimn chunnel (Fog 210 1 appesrs 1o be the apanal
equivatent of other sile o the apposite bank of tse Tribu-
Lary stieam, where cultura] matersal hes i sors within cnod
mg sl columns I e rediocarbon dule of 355215 BI* (Pla
79423 (romy a heanh w Bleddnifl 25 plaes the site witlim
Periodd 3 of the  pabaeoflood seqpence (ALY TA53- 1784
(Zawads o1 @l 1796) This period bogms with the oxoeps
Uamral catastrophic Dowd of « 50 ALE which accumylated
silis in slheck water avcas o b depih of up fo soven metres
(Zawmda or ol 1990) 1 o possible that overlying silis

Sesterdt Afracians Aot b odvgn o Rodh s S& VTV A |20 20 1Y 20

fresen Water Deewde may have proserved the site st Blooddrift
21, in particular the faunal material which is only now
weathermg and becaking up imlo small fragmems Olserve:
tors inade during the 195 survey indicate that many siles,
appetontly  proseeved  below slack walir  sediments. ac
slowly beeiinmng visshie sx eroson remaoves this cover. The
adeent of brge dams wpstream D prevented wills  fom
bering replomialied duniog modem flood events

The terrace onn which the sate livs comsists of ressonably
comsolidisted piver seduments with enoagh crosson resistance
to provent gulleving. The cdpe of the site is gradually being
oroded hack by the sctiven of oodwaters o the Iethutary
streumn Thas s evedenced by cuhurnst materal on e slope
fewiding b e bed of the ributary, 1 s vt cless how ot
af the siie b deappearod, b the hearths arc back b
enoagh from the edpe of the lWmece 1o suggest thal even
oy Buts walth their backs to the prevailmg winds could
il emaly be acconmodasied on the platliam bebind the
lreplaces

The flat wevace ciose 1 the niver would have been sliractive
10 the people whime water and fucl needs could be eanily
met. In and around the sitle are stumps of very old rees,
some of which could well have been alive when the site
was occuped, providing some shelter i this hot, dry land

The sitc 18 & virtual pavemvent of guan and othor stone
peces, hone chips, pottery aod osinch eggshell frugments
and beads interspersed around conaolidated ash features
One of the gquestions which will mevitably be raised, and
which occupred our munds while domg the work., was Lhe
degree of overlap there might be with successive re-occupa
lions. The discrene distribution of the hearths, whach were
visible and preserved acrosy the atie, would suggest that (f
re-occupation had wken place, the same bearths were used
agamn. The fact that the hearnths are composed almos
entirely of esh, which weald have been casily eroded if
exposed [or a long tinve, suggests tle site way just becom-
mg exposed The diserete layout of the hearths on a wngle
honzon would indicate cither 8 simgle ocoupation or one
where repested ocoupation ook place over a hmited periad,
using Lhe same (ireplaces

Fig. 3. Wi aberds s tupe from (Wocddrifl 23,

Previows work an the liyeul of modan pastorshst camps 10
the Richtersvedd (Rohertahaw 1978 Mills 199351 and oshes
Noma “reserees” in Nemagualand (Wehley 1952, Archer
1994) has shown & comsixien) palieorm of spaisl  rels:
tionships between individudl hists and their cookmy areas
The same spattal relatonship berween hut snd heanth s
deplted inown carly 197 century drawing by Bell (Fenn

Sty A rowms ev Domrsdogon ol Bafven: 86 (173 & ¥Y74% 23 33, 2061

19955 This suggests a long established radition of such
layou, alifough there i some discussion ol the mluence
of carly rekboers on separste cookang ares outnde the hat
(Smith & Webley 2000)

Thie raditional fayow seems to be maistained despite (he
et that proscrit day camps oblen conwt of sngle Tauly
units, rather than whole clans as i the past, and nowadiy
the muwe (radittona) mupies or reed mmt cladding of the
huts has been replaced by plastic sheeting and hessian

Method of Mapping

A grid with a3 permanent defurr pi the western coumner wos
st up over the densest part of the coltural debris santier, 10
inchude all hearth features Due 10 tite congtraints, and
because of the large numbery of anelacts, we did not poum
plot every single prece

Tablke, 1. Stone anefactual material and raw  mslerial
Compasilion
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Instead, we used 8 combination of sampling stralegies. We
divaded cach of 189 sg. m n the denses) mren of the sne
mio four quadrants and an ip xire analyns of the smaller
stone itema, osirich egpshell frag ok tod
potsherds visible on the wnface was undertaken, Ar the
sarve lime, the lexs pumerous anelacts, such a ostrsch g
shell besds, manuports and decomated o lugged pottery,
word puant-plotlied acriss the entor sue Thi wes schieved
by using an electromic achymeter, which made i pessible
within the tme avaleble 1w recond ems both within end
outside (he boundaries of the mam samplng area Hewth
outlines were alse plotied by this method and their szc

P

enenitation were mdsvadually rewrded  In addaion.  deco
rated and lugped potshends were photographed and drswn,
wnd all astrich epgshell heads measured

No misteral was romoned liom the ste, except wentiliahle
preces of bone (rom within (he samspling grod that could po
be idemdified o anw A single quadtans of boarth 1B was
excavated 1o enable us 1o measyre the volome of mb, and to
soe il theve wis any bone or anelachm) matenal present A
sample of chwousl from the hearth was collecued  for
rachocarbon duting, which produced e date of 355215 BP
(Pra-T942)

Cultural Marterial

Al the sione arcfscls, wadocorated potshierds, osinch egg-
whell fragments (as well & umdentifiable bone fragmants}
recorded were thise seen an the surface, and lefi i place

Fig 9. Copper toe) from Plessbdrilt 23

Stone

In all, 2408 pieces of stone were examimed. More thas 9%
of thas el cormsted of waste Mast of the Nelced sione
was vein quane (77%) (Tabde 1), withithe addinon ol a lew
fine-grained rocks of yuspor and banded inmsione (5.6%)
Cmly one formally relouched oo, @ hacked bladelel made
of crysial quartz, was scon. Larger pheces of stonce consisied



g

af pohshed schit, faked chunks, hammentones.  grmd
st fragioents and a fow pecked slate of dolomite

Pogwery

Of the 000 sherds. seven were dircorated with puttate mncs
sions mmediniely below the ram (Fig. 31 One small bow!
fragment, three Tugs, and one mpple base were also
ohseryved Unlike st Jakkalsherg B (Webley 1997), no
spouls were seci (although o troken prece of small dameter
could have been the base uf one)

(htrich Exgevhell

Egpshell ragmems (n=302), water conlamer {ragmenis
(0] and beads (p-153) wore found, Unfimshed beads,
broken durning the labrication process, ware also recorded,
indicaing these e were bemy made on the sie. Lo all,
126 funshed besds wore meaned using dignal calipers
Measurements were made of both the maximum  extemal
dismeter and munimum aperture of ench bead. Owter dssme-
ter range from Y4 mm 1o I Smm  Only live beasds
measure Joss than S mm aod only one s less than 4 mm
The tiean owsde dameter measures 7.6 mm (8.4 1.6},
and aperture 2 6 mm (sd. 061 These measurements ac
commsistent with those from the herder sie of Kmsteelberg
(Sesith ev @l 1991% Iy that semple of 584 beads, the range
of dimmeters was between 4.1 mm and 11,2 mm. The aver
all mean external dameter 5 7 1 mm (sd 1.3} and mesn
aperiare dusmeter 5 2 7 mmis.d 0 &)

Metal

Melal objects werg restneted 1o a single copper ool (Fig.
4), domenstoos: 757 mm long. 146 mm blade width, and
6 mim shafl width. Duncan Miller (pers. comm ) believes
this s & copper equivalemt of won knivesirazers [ound
Botswmis (Miller 1996]

Faunal Material

Identification of animals from the surviving bone on the
wile 15 hated in Table 2 The mammals are domunated by
small medium sized bovids (69.2%) Since these mclude
ovicaprids, one of which has heen specifically dentified o
& goat by Ina Plug from the Transvaal Museum, we sugges
this strengthens the hypathesis thar the site could have been
oceupied by small stock herders

Table 2 Woeddnft 273 launa

Species NISP
Epunen avimars
Loy caboliue
Caprg hisvua
ovicagiid

B IV

Bow. 1

Do 11 13
smelt)] carminae H

Togtanme
fish USRI b

PO P e 1

The siae Gf tuse of the Bovid 11 astrugal found 8 Bloeddrifi
23 is almest adentical 1o that of a sheep identified fhan
lakkatsherg A (Brmk & Webley 19963 Bobh me bevond
the moge of the compamtive collechon from the Spanish
site of Ceorro de s Virgen vsed hy Brink & Webley This
indhcates that ihe pre-colomal sheep of the Cape were lalle

Soth AR oo Aoy bearvdingioas) Nuchionion 86 C17) & 139), 23-33, 3001

than thenr buropean counterparts, as has beert soted among
Afrikaner sheep wday

Three of the mammnal bones are from equids lna Plag
{Transvas) Muscum) has confirmed 1hat two ase trom dons
keys, mnd the thid from a hotee. Since these snimals @e
neither wdigenous 10 southem Afnca nor known i the
region before European contact, we must mssume that they
we nol conlemporaneous with' the main  occupaiion, wd
maosd probably daste within the last 100 yesrs

The appearsnce of (ish bone on the site mdacates the am-
finued use of the nver’s resowces throughout the pastoral
occupation of the Richiersveld fram the time of Jakkalsherg
(Hrink & Webley 19961, through the occopston of Bloed-
drift, up o the lnstone period. When Wikar (Mossop 1935)
amd Gordon (Raper & Aoucher 19881 passed along U
Ovsnige River m 17789, they both described fishng scuvi
Lies mmang the mdigenous people

Comact with the coast was evident i the 10 peces of
marine shell found, These consisted of one Pasella gromet

ma fragment, one P argenvillei (ragment, ove Patella sp

fragment, four Conus sp shells (three with mtentionally
drilled holes) and three Bulfia sp shelis

Hearths

Hearths 1, 2, 3@, 5. 8, 9, 10 and 11 (Figs 5 ) all con
tained compacted ash depasiis that could have wken several
weeks (o sccumulste. Hearths 4 and 12 contaimed surface
depasits of ash, winle hearths 3A, 6 and 7 wore weas of
dark soil with some charcoal, bat no ash (Table 3) These
latter two categonies were probably smple o hmted fire
episodes

Table 3. Blocddnt 23: hearth messaements

Heanh  Arealmon)  Description

H1 00 x Yxd orrentated [F--W

H2 SO0 2 300 ormmated bW

HiA dark so1] paach

HIp GXT 5 450 orientated [—W

H4 S50 x 3RO orsemated B W, net deep
ash

Hs 250 x 48D round

He dark soil & charcoal. oo b

"7 dark soll & charcosl, o ash

HE H00 3 380 onented NW - SI

He 450 x 360 arewted N3

Hig 30 160 orkesitated [ W

"t 600 x 450 orentatod B W

HiZ 630 x 370 anented N3, 1ol deep ash

HIS 2703270 tound, sl ssh patch

The clenr ouilines of hearth HAR made it the best exmmpic
for measuremen, and [or datmg. 1t appesred 10 have bomn
placed 1n @ shallow depression dug o the parent soil
Lske all the other hearths, it was xmall in arza, prohahiy
reflecting the conservative use of wood as fuel as noled
fram other sources (Smith & Phofles 1993 D messenrd
0.27 m', with & maximum depth of 3¢ mm  This pave it &
volame of 0004 " of ssh Thee was virtually no miru
uive matenal wihin the ssh, apant from » lew bone frag
ments

Somet Apvicepn Avvlsscrdage of Batlonis S8 (175 & 1045 33332003

No ash dumps were recognised on or adjacent to the site
As women in the Richicrsveld today wsually clean then
hearths on & regutar hasis, and dump the ash away from the
wetl, [ocddrift 23 may thus represen & vory shorn penod
of occupatton

Spatial Distribution

A number of awhors have shown the wnportance of the
fireplace &5 & centre for socts) aclivities. As Yelken (1976)
puts it “laruly groupds) activities are spatially localised
avound mdividual feamly besnhs”, and Lee (1997) ways
“Dhvecily in fromt of the hut mowh is the fammly fire, @
which all food 15 cooked, where people socialise 1 the
evening and sround which the family slecps at rugn™
Although these refer 1o the Jo/‘hoanst Bushmen, the seme
paitemn of behavioar appears o have eusted among the
Khoekhoen. Schapera (1930} notes the importance af siling

gt the fire By nitiated men, and (Schapera 19303 how “older.

people asseroiic reamd ome of he Tmes (o smioke and 1o
wlk” Bmford {1996) gives archacologival cvidence for the
central place of the heanth

Discusston of the mportance of e hearth and associated
ah emong modern Nams pastoealints by Smath & Webley
(2000) has mdicated that women bave virtuslly compleic
control oves the houschokt space. The ash and ash dunyps
helong 10 an mdividual woman and no otver would tunk
of usurpmg the spsce that is hers (Archer [994) Thus, m
spabial terms, & woman has an identity that & recognised
anud accepied by all others, 1o the point that she can retum
W oa wic withoul fewr thal somedne ehse has “moved

This hay imphications for & mobile socsery which can sty
i ome place (or & period of ime, and move 1o othey Jocalen,
bewrving behind legs ponable e, such s grmdstones. hut
structures, e, They would then awanl a woman's retusii s
« future date
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Fig & Spatist laynast of hemthe. ostrich cggpadell beads and stone ansisos s Bloeddr:ft 21

We thus fecl justified in assumimng that the hesrths at
Bloeddrift would have served an adentny pomts [or social
life snd many of the petivities tha took place while the site
was occupsed would have focused around the fires Fags
S8 ghow the distiibution of coltors) metorsl soross the
stie it relation w the heanhs, wih the sics we mapped
shaded

v 1 e churk © GOOASIONE

Although 1 would have boen desirable 10 extend the
e sample 1o dormonatrste the patternmg moge fully,
ostiich eggsticll beads and manuports are good indicat
the spatsal diribubon and density of matenals. They -
plotted scroms the entre siie, md nol s witke the

phmyg srid, o was the case of the stomat debstage A o
seert an Fig. 8, us grostest denwaly of boads 1s oo
hearths £-11, with only four near heath 1, eleven &
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hearth 2, snd three sround hearth 3. The resnaining  beads
are more than one metee from other ash patchos and hearths
Large parts of the site have no beasds or imanuports (Fig. 51,
aml there was [ntle other cultural materal i these spaces
By way of conirest, there appesrs o be a close comelalion
berween te dutobution of ostnch eggshell fragments (Fig
6) and quans fragmoms (Fig. 7). Pottery (Fig. §) and the
relatvely srmall momber of quartzne fragments were evenly
distributed scross the muin part of the sie, bul were almost
abwent wround hearths 13 This contrasts with e distiiba
ton of outnich eggstiel] lragments (Fig 61, which were as
mumerows ground hearthe] -3 a0 the rest of the wic Fe
graned rocks, such as ronstone, pasper and  arypio-
crywtalhine  silicates (cxs) show a concentralion om  the
eastern side of the sue, close w the largest number of
unfimshed and broken beads (Fig 6)

Ostrich epgabell and quarts fragments are inversely core
lated with the maun concentration of beads in proximity to
R g ! -

[
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hearths 811 The few unfinished and hroken beads, that
presumahly mdicate place of manolaciure, e found sway
from any hearth (Fig. 5).

As a clue to the number of bead makers that migin be rop
resented among the Bloeddnft 23 ostrich eggshell beads,
we conducted an exercise on messurement and  fabrication
control on two unprovenanced  ethnographic stnmgs of
beads. These were omce part of the Goodwin collection
the Departmaent of Archacology, University of Cape Town
] now retamed as departmental teaching  collections
From the consistent mze of these strands we assume they
were made cither by two dilferent mdividuals, or sl differ
enl limes, Sample | was from 8 two metre fong strand of
some | 200 beads, from which we mecasred 135 beads at
random along the strand. Sample 2 was & string of 57
beads, all of which were measured
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Fig 6 Spatal layoul of hearths, ostneh cggabell proges and crypto-crystalline silca a1 Bloeddnn 23

As can be seev in Fag 9. a bead maker can conirol over
75% of the outkide diameter of the beads 10 within
04 mm, and over 92% o within | pun The range of
osirnch eggabell bead sizes from Bloeddnfl, beween
34 mmed 1 Emm (v 123, men 7.6 em). 18 fg gresey
than could be expecied from o single sirand 1 we sclect the
head sizes from aroumd hemths 811, we find that there ac
twa dominant groups: () 6.4- 7.5 mm (24 beads, 15.5% of
the wal), (bj 7.7-8.9 mm (27 beads, 17.4% of the total).

This means that one third of the beads from the site could
come (rom a mmmmum of Two sirands.

Hammerstones were fournd closest to the densest concenine-
tion of quare [ragments pear hearth 5. Filling m the gaps
whore there ware few other items of materal culture a&v
large stone chunks and the pieces of what appear 10 have
heen grindsiones (g $)

Souily Afrsciy Archarednpical Reflenw S& {173 & 178) 7305, 200)

The spatial distnibution of rlems appears T from random
While not all the artefacts cluster around (replaces, there ane
yome interesling associatons The ares around hearth § is
richest in stome Tlakes, while around hearth 2 and hearths
K- 10 there are more beads The Tact that there were w0 few
potsherds sround hearths 1-3. compared with the  other
hearths, 18 anomalous, snd raised a question whether all the
materials wore exposed on the surfsce. Howeves, the lange
nurisher of ostnch egpshell fragments m e ares of haarths
1-3 15 of sumlar density Lo 1he rest of the site. This offers
support for our contantion that althouph we were mappmg
only surlece matenal, very limle existed beneath the surface
This was confirmed when we scraped around hearth 3 1o cut
& quadrant for dating

The hearths and material culture as indica-
tors of site integrity and identity

Important in the discussion of identity is W recognise how
undisturbed 8 ste might be. The miegray of the wile
reuires that it be in promary contex) and not subject (6
subsequent mixing by later occupations, and 15 equally nol

w

a palingwent of occupations by differont agenis (Hinford
1981). Ax the Bloeddnft 23 hearnhs consmsted almost
entirely of ash, they could nol have been exposed for a very
long tme 11 1x probahle, theselore, that we were wilnessmg
patternmg on fhe e thwough 8 window of fimited dara
ttom. The hearths were all on & smgle horizon, adding e
denice 1 our conclusion that they were contomporatieous [
we are cormect, then we can postulaie that ot cultural
remams are likely 10 be assocmied

We cannot entirely rule ot the pussithilny of some overlep
with earlier occopations. However, we heheve that there e
distmet archacological signatures, which can be wsed (0
identily different economic end social groups and changes
that occurred 1o these aver tme Along the Orange River in
the Ruchtersveld there are differend pattorns in the uize of
oinch eggehell bead, frequency of formal tools and mw
materesls, and poltery 1o be fomnd on sites

We will arpue that the hack of formally relouched tools
(with the exception of the single backed blade) coupled
with other facios, suggests that Bloeddnfl 23 represenis
the remains of a pastoralist camypite
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Discussion

Observation of deflating sihs along the nver show thal
there are olten muluple horizans embedded m the deposils,

with the possthility of mixture once the sediments have
beoconse dellmed. This makes o jdeas of culiural distine

tion all the more pertinent for distinguishing those sites
thel mamiam cultural mtegrity from those that are poten.
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As is cviden! from Rudner’s (1968) compendium of pots
from the coants of western South Afnca, spouts snd lugs do
nol occur of the same pots. An analysis of Karoo potiery
(Sadr & Sampson [999) suggests (hat there v 2
chromodogical shill, with spouted wares beng carbier In o
expenience st Kasteclberg, spouts are only 10 be found st the
biottom of the sequence (Sadr & Smith 1991) and fugs &
the tp. Equally. in the carhier snes of the Doomiontem
Industry 1 Bushmanland (belore 1200 BIY) there are no
lugged ceramics (Boawnom e ol 1995)

Comparisons between Bloeddrift 23 and Jak-
Kalsberga & b

Bloedkinft 23 and Jaskkdsbag A cxch exhihit disorie hearth
layouts on a smgle horrzon These show the fireplaces ofien
to be close together, 1.e. within one metre af each other
(Webley 1997) The fauna from both these sites shows high
ratws of ovicapnd remans

Jakkalsberg A & B and Bloeddrift all contain high propor-
siens of quartz, and concomitant low percentages of fine-
gramed rocks. Jakkalsherg B doex not have formaily
retouched stane Lools, whercas J. A has five, anl
Bloeddrifi 23 one. In addition, Jakkalsberg A produced one
gun(lint

Although the pottery decorations from Jakkalsberg A and B
are smlar, there s an inconsistiency in the spoul pot from
Jukkalsherg B and the six lugs from Jakkalsberg A, The
spouied and decormied wares would conform to Sade &
Sampaon’s (1999 SPINC pollay, consstant with the dales
of between 1300 and 1400 BP from the Jakkalsberg sies
(and from Kasteelberp A/ Lower Kasteelberg D) (Sadr &
Smith [991) The lugs are probably from laler (and often
undoasuted] forms (Sadr & Sampon’s 1999 LUNDL dated
1o around 1000 BP a1 Kasteelberp B {Sadr & Smith 1991).

The range of ostrich eggshell beads a1 Jakkalsherg A 1s
between 2.6 mun and 10 mm: From Webley (1997) we can
sec that at least 20P6 of the 175 beads are smaller than
5 mm. The mean dameter 1w given as betwoen S mim and
6 mm for both sites (except for a callection made by a local
herder from the mite which yielded & 6.4 mm  mean)
(Webley 1997). By contrast, Bloeddnft 23 has only five
beads smaller than 5 mm (4% of otal), but & mean of
7.6 mm

There are sumlarntes between all three sies and Uve indica-
tons are that the cultural and faunal matenals would
mastly fit with the berder end of the spectrum. However,
lakkalsberg A and Bloeddnft 23 both have materials that
might be consmidered am of place on herder mites. These
melude formally retouched stone tools and small osirich
eggshell beads Equally, both sites have laler materrals,
such as & metal percussion cap and gunf(hm (rom Jukkals
berg A and domestic equid bones fram Bloeddnift 23

Although the dates for Jakkalsberg A & B are sirmilar, the
appeatnnce of lugged wares on Jakkalsberg A sugpests thal
tere are later herder cutural elements on the mite. Jakkals-
berg A therefore appears to be primarnily a horder

Somith A s e barodogronl Bulievis 611 TUR 174) 2838, 2001

carly herder ( wares and radwocarbon datex), 3) later
herder (hupped wares), 4) historic (firearms). Jakkalsberg B
is much more h ws, with 4l ind pomting 1o
un earhier herder occupation. Bloeddrifi 23 has three pen-
ode 1) hunter (formal ol and small ostrich eggshell
headsy, 2) later herder (Jugged wares), 3) hstone (domesic
equids| The &flerences between Jakkalsberg A and Bloed-
drft 23 are that the “hunter” materials on the latier site arc
on the periphery of the main concentration. Thas allows us
10 be on surer grounds in ssserting that the mam concentra-
tton is from the later herder occupation

Conclusions

The lack of averlap of the hearths a1 Bloeddnfl 23, and the
apparent dearth of ash dumps, mdicates hmited use of 1he
site before sealing by slackwater sediments. The hearths
probably indscate the individually owned cooking arcas of
cach of 13 families.

We beheve that although the corpus of cubtural and faunal
material st Bloeddrift 23 covers a period from possibly
before 355 BP 10 the more recent historical past, the vast
bulk of the material can be fined comfonably o the
archaeological signature of both the Kasteelberg and Doorn-
foniein Industnes These comprisc almost no formally
retouched sione tools, lange numbers of potsherds, md lage
(5 mm mean external drameter) ostnch eggshell beads

We have tred o demonstrate that the dilferent archacolog-
cal mgnatures that exist in other parts of the Western Cape
Province can be extrapalated to the lower Ovange River, In
spite of the consistency in the four radwocarbon dates
oblmined from Jakkalsherg, there 1x 8 distinct possibility
that there are several penods of occupation represented.
While the largest component of the cultural matenal may
well be coeval with the dated hearths, assuming all of 1t 1=
contanporary is problematic We would like to suggot tha
the archacological signatures of different economies along
the lower Orange River, and changes m these through time,
are sufficiently recognisahic to enable us 1o idendily those
sites that may be mixed
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