
 
 
A Karmis Properties (Pty) Ltd. 
PO Box 30 
Simonstown 
7995 
 
2 September 2003 
 
 
Dear Mr Karmis 
 
RUNCIMAN DRIVE DEVELOPMENT: ERF 3498 
 
This letter is to inform you that we have inspected the above-mentioned property and 
surrounds for physical remains of heritage material as protected by the National Heritage 
Resources Act of 1999.  The site has been found not to contain any protected material, 
however the surrounding area (upslope of the property) which contains a number of remains 
relating to the old quarrying operations for Simonstown harbour are interesting, and as such 
constitutes an historical industrial landscape.  This however lies outside the currently planned 
development, which does not impact any sensitive areas. 
 
A full heritage impact assessment of the property is not considered necessary. 
 
Landscape and visual aesthetics should be dealt with by the project architect in consultation 
with the Simonstown Aesthetics Committee. 
 
Find included a copy of the technical report written for me by archaeologist, Jayson Orton. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

 
Tim Hart 

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN 

Archaeology Contracts Office 
Dept of Archaeology · University of Cape Town  

 Private Bag · Rondebosch · 7701 
Tel: (021) 650 2357 Fax: (021) 650 2352   

 



Southern end of Runciman Drive: Erf 3498 
 
The site 
 
The land in question is a portion of steeply sloping mountain side situated behind (on the 
mountain slope) a large block of apartments, which are in themselves of architectural interest 
having built shortly after the art-deco era.  These lie outside the development area.  Much erf 
seems to have been disturbed to a greater or lesser degree. This is due partly to the 
construction of a road past the upper portion and partly to the excavation of a platform for the 
concrete reservoir which stands immediately east of the plot.  Material from this excavation 
covers a reasonable area around the reservoir. 
 
The only built structure on the study area is the concrete reservoir, which is not considered to 
be of any heritage value. No other colonial or pre-colonial material was identified. 
 
Surrounds 
 
The greater area on the mountainside above this plot is, however, of historical significance.  
A large complex of features relating to the quarries exists and these extend to within some 40 
or 50 meters of the plot.  Across the gully to the south-east, two long dry stone retaining walls 
run straight up the mountain towards the leftmost quarry and appear to have excavations 
associated with them.  These walls vary from about 0.5 m to more than 2m in height.  
Immediately above the plot are two old beacons constructed from local sandstone cobbles 
and coarse, gritty cement.  Traces of whitewash are evident and one has a metal tube 
protruding from the top.  They are conical in shape with a flat top, about 0.5m across the 
base and about 1m high.  A short way upslope from these, the roads relating to the quarries 
are evident.  They are merely cut into the slope with no formal paving having been added.  In 
this area, and in the large gully to the south occasional artefacts, such as pulleys and 
fragments of cabling are found. 
 
To the south-west, and behind the neighboring development, extensive and quite substantial 
dry stone walls have been constructed along the mountainside, presumably to catch any 
falling rocks which may have come down from the quarry.  These are all made from local 
sandstone boulders and cobbles and occasional pieces of rusting iron are to be found 
associated with them. 
 
The quarries themselves contain remarkably few artefacts.  Two machine bases were seen 
and occasional piles of stone chips indicate where stonemasons plied their trade before the 
dressed stones were taken down the mountain.  Dry stone walling has been used to stabilise 
the slope below the easternmost quarry.  In the second quarry from the western end, a slab 
of rock has been engraved with many almost illegible words.  Although heart motifs were 
evident, the graffiti seemed fairly old with most being quite weathered.  Unfortunately no 
dates were visible. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Development of the site may proceed although, while it is unlikely that anything would be 
found, the possibility of finding artefacts or features relating to the quarry works should be 
borne in mind during mass excavation of the site.  In the event of this occurring, an 
archaeologist should be appointed to record the feature. 



 

Approximate 
location of 

the site 


	RUNCIMAN DRIVE DEVELOPMENT: ERF 3498
	UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
	Archaeology Contracts Office

	Southern end of Runciman Drive: Erf 3498
	The site
	Surrounds
	Recommendation


