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Figure 1: Location of the site, remainder Erf 1407, indicated in red. 
 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Archaeology Contracts Office was appointed by Civil Design Associates to undertake 
an initial heritage impact assessment of the remainder of Erf 1407, Sunnydale (Figure 1). 
The Solole Game Reserve owns the land on which it they intend to build a hippopotamus 
pond.  
 
1.1 The affected environment 
 
The land in question consists of a 4 hectare plot located close to semi-developed land at 
Capri Village in the Noordhoek Valley.  There are currently no standing structures in the 
development area .At the time of assessment the property had already been cleared and 
landscaped (Plate 1). According to Mr Theunis van Vuuren of Nsele Trading 44 Pty (Ltd) 
who are undertaking the earthworks, the site must have been extensively disturbed in the 
past. He commented that in test excavations on the property topsoil horizons had been 
noted well below the current land surface. Prior to the commencement of earthworks, the 
land had been open space, vegetated with alien vegetation. One area had been in use for 
illegal dumping. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. METHOD 
 
Since earthworks were already well underway on the site at the time of inspection, a survey 
was carried out just to check for evidence of whether any Stone Age or historical material 
may once have been present on the site. The fieldwork was completed by Jayson Orton 
(BA hons) on behalf of the Archaeology Contracts Office. 
 
3. FINDINGS 



 
No heritage or archaeological material of any sort was located on the site. Furthermore, 
there was no indication that any such material had been present prior to the 
commencement of earthworks. This is fortunate as the extensive landscaping that has 
already taken place would have otherwise displaced any material of cultural value. Overall, 
it is anticipated that the proposed development will contribute to the “green” qualities of the 
local landscape which has become progressively degraded in recent years. 
 

 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

• No mitigation is required.   
• A full heritage impact assessment is not recommended. 
• Development of the site may proceed with the approval of the local authority and 

Heritage Western Cape. 

Plate 1: The site at the time of assessment. 
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