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SYNOPSIS

f the above, it s recommended that the mast should not be erecled
. but that anothet, less sensitive location be found for it

I view
on his

Ar alternalive would be the following:

. o sookal irmpact assessrment done by a professionally quialified social scientist
such as o socio-cultural anfhropoiogist

« o Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment be underfaken.  This would
however enfal detalled mapping of shuciures e.g ferraces, grave/s(?) and
middens as well as extensive excavations and analyses (e.g C'™ dating, bone
anciysis ond identification) of archasological finds.



o o oand gecess route designated for the proposed Vodocorm Mast
MoKechnie, approxmately 20 km north of Giyani, where the erection of g
thas been proposed, to assess the impact of the proposed project in
ey of archaeological/historical sites and feafures and to moke
sromendations. The fask wos performed on November 27, 1999,

METHOD

Losurvey of the enfite area demarcated for development was done on fool by two professional
archaeckogisis, Archueclogicdl features were photographed with a Kodak Digital DC120 camera,

%

& collection of archaeclogicat finds were made in order 1o identify the cultural affiiation of the group

o



DESCRIPTION

» proposed dte is 20mx 20m and it, as well as the access route was clearly indicated by vellow paint
€5 0N Ihe only kopple - with a flaf summit - in a rother flot area. The nearest igonometric

just south from i, on Tshivhulong, which is 53m above sea-level.

mocon s

the area is being utilized by the locadl people as grazing for their cattle.

Already en route, from the bottorn all
the way up the slopes, poftery sherds
as well as severdl man-made ter-
races were noficed. On fop, the first
ared 1o be reconnoifred was the
proposed location of the mast, This
arec, as well as the rest of the un-
eroded part of the surmmill, rendered
some poftery sherds as well as some
iron slag and tuyere pleces [clay
plpes that are inserted into the fur-
nace or forge through which oir is
forced with bellows), As this parf was
litthe effected by erosion, one can
expect to find undisturbed archaeo-
logical deposits In this area.  How-
ever, upon invesfigation of the
eroded parts on the edges of the
surmmit, it was found o be literally
: covered In diagnostic [decorated
e southwesterr slope.,  The arrows indicate the refaining sfone  and lipped] poftery sherds, and more
walls of the ferrace. concentrations of iron slag as well os
tuvere pleces. This pattem was fol-
lowed right around the enfire summit,

View onfo a ferrace on the south side, with another's re-
Taining walls indicated by the arrows. On this lower ferrace
the remains of o hut floor was discovered,

Another terrace on the southemn lerrace. Retaining walls are indicated by the arrows.



[ The wesfern terrace with the remains of
| efaining wall,

itfle erosion has faken place. Archaeologl-
s ks witll be relatively undisturbed I this

oonfext,

fron slag and some fuyére pleces were collected only o
few metres from the planned access roufe.




Another important feature on the surmmit is
a calrm, which lles approdmately in the
cenfre. This could be a grave, Af this stage
s not possible fo positively identify It as
weh, Only excavations will reveal ifs frue
dous,

Alarge concentration of ron slag and
fuvere pleces were disooverad In the
neck.

g
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INTERPRETATION & EVALUATION

Tre site clearly dates to the pre-colonial period as can be deduced from the extensive metal working
cctiviies on the ferrain, as well as the presence of spindle whotls. The choice of the site for seflement,
lehiltop, stone walls and terracing, indicates an early Venda occupation. The ceramic type belongs
othe Letuba tradiion or svle, known fo have been made by Venda people from the mid 16 century.
The sefiernent pattern follows that of o prominent chief, who with his wives, would have lived on fop of
the hill, while the ferraces, base and surrounding areas of the hill would have been occupied by people
win declining status. it can be expected that graves of the ruling lineage will be located on top of the

The metalworking remgins are probably that of a forging process rather than that of smelting, and further-
rmore would probably have been in a metal such as copper and even gold that would have been asso-
cloted with the east coast frade.  This is also indicative of the status of the site.

Cral history clearly indicates that the Venda occupied the region in more remicte times, although it is now
generally o Tsonga specking area. No archoeclogicdl research has to date been done in this areq, with
fhe result that little is known of the chronology or culfural identity of the original occupants,

Itis our opinion that this unigue site will vield important scientific and cultural data in respect of eary
Venda herifage, trade goods and frade routes, This is a signifiant hertage resource that is protected by
Law, and it may not be deshoyed, damaged or altered in any way without a permif issued by the
Netional Monurnents Council in terms of the Act (28 of 1969,

RECOMMENDATIONS

Inview of the above, it is recommended that the mast should not be erected on this particulor site,
but that another, less sensifive location be found.

An alfernative would be the following:

- o Phase 2 Archaedlogical Impact Assessment be underiaken. This would however entall defailed
mapping of structures e.g terraces, grave/s and middens as well as extensive excavations and
analyses (e.g C' dating, bone analysis and identification) of archaeological finds;

= o socil impoct assessment done by a professionally qualified social scientist such as o socio-culiural
anthropologist, as this site would probably today still have socio-religious significance.

With regard fo the possible grave, please refer to Addendum 2: NATKONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28
OF 1969, A5 AMENDED IN 1986) 12(24) (e); us well as Addendum 3 under the heading lon
AgefAgrculiuralist. With respect fo middens, stone walls and other archaeclogical finds, the same
acldenda are applicable. The most relevant text has been emboldened.
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THE LAW

The Nafional Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969) protects all palaeontological, archaeological and
hisorcd sifes and material older than 50 years. It is an offence to destroy, damage, alter, remove from
s original site, or excavate any such site or material without a permit from the National Monuments
Council. A person convicted of an offence in terms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up to R10000
oftwo vears imprisonment, of both, See Addendurn 1 for extracts frorm this act,

In ferms of the Enviionmental Conservafion Act (No. 73 of 1989) the Integrated Enviionmental
Management Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas and features that
are listed as enviionments which must be included in an environmental impact assessment report. These
Include archaeological and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, buildings and sites of

religious, social and culiural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minirnise the impact of development on archaeclogical sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
on development projects, and fo avoid costly delays if a site Is discovered during the course of
construction work, it Is important fo hire an archaeologist well in advance to survey the area, I is
irmportant that developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeologists should be employed fo
undertake survey work,

The developer Is responsible for the costs involved in hing an archaeclogist to investigate the site.

Phase 1
The archasologist hired to do the work will submit o phase 1 report.  On the basis of the
recormmendalions and assessrment of significance made in the report, a decision con be taken on how
the development may proceed. In most cases development will be able fo go ahead as planned after
the sites hove beern recorded.

Phase 2
In some cases, mifigation in o Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation or
collection of archasological material. The purpose behind mitigation is fo sample the sife so that the
evidence can be stored permanently in o museum where it can be consulted of a latfer date for record

angl research purposes,

Phase 3
More rorely, he site roy be so important thot it will warrant modification of the development in o Phase
3 prograrmirme. I inis happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Councll and the developer
can confer on the aclion fo be taken, | may be possible 1o incorporate an ron Age village into o green
el in a housing scheme, or fo modify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associoted rubbish dumps beneath o parking lot fo avoid destroving them completely.  Such
solutions are possible if the archaeolodist is consulted earty enough in the planning process.

Perrrission for the development to proceed can be given only once the National Monuments Councll
I8 sefisfled that steps have been faken fo ensure that the archaeological sites will not be damaged, or
thot they have besn adeguately recorded and sampled.

s chadn of ocfion s followed, we stand o charnce of saving something of our archaeclogical herifage
for future generations and of avolding conflict between developers and cultural conservationists, The
Nedional Monurnenits Councll must ensure that the historical and cultured herifage of ail South Afticans
is protected. Careful planning can minimise the impact of archaeological surveys on development
orojects by selecting oplions that cause the least amourt of inconvenience and delay.



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT [NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIES

12(2A) No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, alfer, remove from ifs original sife
or export from the Republic -
ary meteotlie or fossil or
any drawing of painfing on stone or a petroglvph known of commonly believed
o have been execuled by Bushrmen; or
any drowing of painting on sfone of o pefroglyph known or commonly believed
o have been executed by any other people who inhabited or visited the
Republic before the sefflement of fhe Eurcpeons of the Cape; or
any Implement, omament or sfruciure known o commonly believed fo have
been made, used or erected by people referred fo in paragraphs (b} and (¢}
or
the anthropdlogicol or archaediogical contents of GRAVES, caves, rock shellers,
MIDDENS, shell mounds or other sites used by such people; of
any other historical siie®, archaeologicdl or palaeontological finds, materdal or
object,

except under e authorty of and in aoccordonce with a permit issued under this section.

[* An “historcadl site” s defined as “any identificble bullding or part thereof, marker,
rmiiestone, gravestone, landmark or tell clder than 50 years.”]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Contract Archaeology

SA3 (Southem African Association of Archaeclogists) Biennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Janette Deccon
National Monuments Councll

Gpportunities for archaeological confract work will expand in southem Africa in the next few years. To
moke the best of the opportunities, medium-term (3-5 year) research and heritage conservation priorities
reed 1o be estoblished as o matter of urgency In consultation with CRM practitioners, provincial and
rafional herfage agencles and research archaeologists. The following factors are relevant.

1 In South Afiico, the Depariment of Environmental Affairs and Tourism published on 5 September 1997
its long-awaited List of Activities which may have a substantial detimental effect on the environment
and the reguiations regarding activiies identified under Secfion 21(1) of the Environment Conservation
Act (No. 73 of 1989). These effectively make environmental impact assessments compulsory for the
listed activities.

2. The Nafional Heritoge Bill, designed fo reploce the National Monuments Act in South Aftica, came
before the Cabinet and Patliament in 1998, 1t could become law from 1 April 1999, Amongst other
Innovations, it mokes impact ossessments compulsory where hisforical, archaeological and
palceontologicdl sites are affected by development but are not profected by other legisiation,

3. In neighbouring African countries, the tempo of contract work is also rising as new legisiation and
reguirerments of the Warld Bank are implemented.

ffseerms widely accepted that CRM practitioners do mifigation to rescue the research potential of a sife
which would otherwise be lost. The following kinds of sites were identified as being worthy of mifigartion:

Sione Age / Hunter Gatherer

scape - are they associated with river vdlleys,

= any open air site with bone or ofher organic
waoter sources or quanies?

mctetial:

any cave: of rock shelter with deposit;

rock paintings ond rock engravings (record
context as well as images);

oty sites with possibilifies for core re-fiting;
long sequence sites;

coostal and inlond shell middens;

ary sites with Howlesons Poort, Stilloay or Rob-
berg artefacts;

hurman rernains or burials;

fish fraps;

placerment of barier Sfone Age sifes in the land-

evidence for modemity in Middie Stone Age
sites:

sites with evidence for inferaction between
Stone Age and lron Age or colonial people;
Later Stone Age sites with Barmbata pottery;
pastoral sifes, especidlly in the Eastemn Cape;
coches of ostich eggshells or other iterns;
hunting blinds;

evidence for exploiiation of raw matetial sou-
ces such as haemalite or specularite.



ron Age: / Agricutturist

Sites that will nelp 1o claiify the ceramic se-
guence of the Early ron Age in the northemn
and easten regions of southermn Africa;

any Bambaota sefflerment;

Ecrly ron Age sites with evidence for shuctures
of long ferm occupation;

sites with evidence for polifical or social hierar-
chies,

evidence of the oiganizafion of metal produc-
fiony

buicls with evidence for social differentiation,
heath and nufrition;

evidence for frade within and outside of the
Zrrbobwe culture areq;

sites in areas that are under-esearched o build
up the culture-historical sequence;
special-purpose sites such as rainmaking, cir-
curncision, mining, fumaces, coftle posts vs §i-
ving sites, salt making;

Blackbum and Moor Park sites in KwaZulu-Notal;
well preserved early Moloko sites with middens
for evidence of diet and subsistence or stone

walling;

any Zimbabwe-stiyle stone walling should be
mapped in sufficient detdll to estimate factors
such as populafion size and grain-bin variability;
evidence for conternporary cultural inferaction,
for example between Khami and Moloko,
sites with archifectural stvles and information on
materials used for housing, even in the recent
past;

evidence for the infroduction of maize, either
direct or in the style of grindstones used;

sites with botanical remains of cultigens;
information on the distibution, size and charac-
teristics of dolly-holes for gold mining;
evidence for textiles or weaving in addition fo
spindie whols;

evidence for games and contextual informa-
fion relating fo thermn;

figuine caches and spatial relafionships to set-
flemenits;

check stone oulcrops near stonewalled sites for
engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and sedling;
ships or ship/boat shuctures on lond;
shipwreck sunivor comps;

sites in the infedor with nineteenth century cera-
mics [RESUNACT is preparing guidelines for
identification)

single occupation sites in wban environments
with deposits such as wells, cisterns and depres-
stons;

17" century of early 18™ century sites in Cape
Town;

sttes that are connected with nafional and inter-
natfionad slave frade routes;

LSA slifers with rmetdl ftrerns such as brass buttons;

documentary and archival searches should be
done before going into the field;

sites that could inform on the effects of millitary
forces on indigenous local populations;

the symbolic significance of texdiles, beads and
other itermns imported by fraders;

sites with oral fadiions of socred significance -
oal histodes increase significance and are
therefore relevant fo archaeciogy,

historical graves need sensitive removal during
ritigation and this is often best done in colle-
borafion between archoaeclogists and funeral
specialists.
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