
Scope of Preliminary Assessment for Archaeological Component of the EIA 
Study for the Proposed Zeus-Perseus Transmission Lines 

         
After discussion with SAHRA Cape Town, it is proposed that the scope of the project 
be defined as follows: 
 
A.  Preliminary Assessment 
1.  
Due to the scale of the project in its present form and the fact that there are four 
possible routes that can be chosen, it has been suggested that a Phase 1 
Archaeological or Heritage Impact Assessment is NOT done UNTIL there is greater 
clarity about the most likely routes. The Phase 1 heritage assessment will require 
footwork on the ground, and it is impractical to undertake this four times over for the 
nearly 2000 km of line currently under consideration.  
2.  
The initial phase of the project will then be a preliminary, primarily desktop, 
assessment of potential "hotspots", and areas of concern or potential archaeological, 
historical, palaeontological or heritage sensitivity. This can be used to suggest which 
of the routes would be least problematic for heritage resources. It needs to be stressed 
that only the field survey can actually establish this as often “absence of evidence is 
not evidence of absence”. 
3.  
This phase of the project will therefore proceed as follows: 

a. Acquisition of the list of farms located along the various line options. 
b. Checking for any recorded archaeological (including rock art), graves, 

historical or other heritage sites on the individual farms. 
c. Examining aerial photographs of the areas along the various line options 

for Iron Age sites or any other visible structures (these sites will be flagged 
for field visits during the Phase 1 survey). 

d. Highlighting, in conjunction with the soil survey and geological maps, 
areas where potential Quaternary sites could be located (eg dongas, pans 
etc). These will also be flagged for the Phase 1 survey. 

e. Highlighting areas of undisturbed grassland (ie grazing areas), hilly 
terrain, river courses, and other areas where potential archaeological sites 
could still be preserved, which will need to be investigated for the Phase 1 
survey. 

f. Field visits to certain sites identified as of high importance 
archaeologically, historically or from a living heritage point of view. 

4. 
The findings will be presented in a preliminary desktop report, which can then be 
used as the basis of a Phase 1 Archaeological Assessment of the relevant line, once 
the choice has been made. The line options will be evaluated on the basis of this 
study, and recommendations made as to the preferred line. 
 
B.  A Phase 1 Archaeological Field Survey of the Most Likely Route(s) 
1. 
Once the desk top survey and the other variables (e.g. environmental issues) have 
indicated which of the lines are most likely to be optimum, a Phase 1 Assessment 
MUST be undertaken. This will enable us to advise the Eskom Design team, about the 
placement of pylons, access roads, services, etc. 



2. 
The Phase 1 Assessment Report will indicate whether sites are: 

1. of low significance and need only be mapped and recorded; 
2. of medium significance and need to be mitigated (a sample excavated to 

characterise the sites and to date it) before the heritage authority can give 
permission for destruction; 

3. of such high significance that they should be protected and conserved as a 
heritage sites. 

3. 
If any sites of major significance (point 3, above) are located (this would be relatively 
rare), it would be necessary to ask that the line be slightly re-routed to avoid them or, 
if this is impossible, it may be necessary to do a Phase 1 Assessment of the second 
choice of route. 
 
 
C.  Phase 2 Archaeological Assessment 
 
A Phase 2 assessment, involving excavation of sites to be disturbed or destroyed, will 
probably be needed after this to collect samples to characterise and date the sites. 
Permits will be required from the heritage authority for this work. 
 
The report on this (Phase 2) work enables the heritage authority to give permission to 
the developer for the destruction of sites along the route and therefore ensures that the 
project is in compliance with the National Heritage Resources Act. 
 
 
Following the process outlined above would cut the costs of the fieldwork 
considerably. 
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