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BACKGROUND

Secfion 26 of the Environmental Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989) includes both the
natural and man-made environments for which an EIA is required fo safisfy the
requirements of the regulafion of Sections 21 & 22 respectively (see the infegrofed
environmental _management _guidelines). The provisions of the above mentioned
legislation in respect of the man-made environment is now also confained in Section
38 of the Nafional Herfoge Resources Act (No, 25 of 1999, and extended fo include
developrnernts for which an EIA 15 not required in ferms of the Enviionmental
Conservation Act.

SAHRA, in close cooperation with the Southem Afiican Archaeclogical Association, the
professional body of archaeclogists, has accepted criferia for minimum standards to
which people who undertake cuffure resource management (CRM) work must comply,
as is the case with any other profession. Itis from this perspective that SAHRA does not
regard Mr, Jurgen With as o sultably quaiified person 1o underiake CRM work in terms of
s legisiation.

| understood that the Record of Decision (ROD) by Environmental Affairs is being held up

by this predicarment, and | thus undertook 1o inspect the Proposed Tzaneen Extention 60
stte In order to clarify these concems. A full survey and report is not infended,

PROPOSED TZANEEN EXTENTION 60

linspected the proposed site on Sunday 8™ April 2001, The sife is covered with dense
vegetation with the result that ground visibility is poor. I is clear that most, if not the
enfire areq, had been ploughed in the recent past,

Using sfandard archaeological methods of observation, | discovered lron Age
archaeological remains of lafifude & longitude co-ordinates: §23°6024.3° E30°08°35",
The remains consisted of pottery fragments and bumt hut debrs,  As none of the
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potfsherds were decorated it was not possible fo idenfify the cultural context of the
material, Bearng in mind that the area where the archaeological remains were found
is currently being worked by hoe cullivation and that it had previously probably been
ploughed mechanically as well, it may be assumed that the material had been
exposed fo the surface by the ploughing acfion. This would probably mean that the
materal belongs to the Early kon Age phase and that much of it may siill be in sifu
under ground.

The Tzaneen ared is renowned for the eariest ron Age fradition south of the Limpopo
river; the Silver Leaves / Matola Tradifion dating to approximately 300AD. In view of this
the find may be quife significant.

Pottery fragments and bumt dagha from field  (Scdle: 50 cent plece)
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CONCLUSION

SAHRA will have fo detemmine what cultural resource management measures it would
require  at the site. | do not regard the discovery of such significance that
development should be halfed. | would recommend that:

1. Temain layout, streets and senvices efc., be done and that inifial cleaing be
undertaken,

2. Once the inifidl clearng has been completed, an archaeologist be commissioned
fo evaluate the archaeological remains af which occasion cultural resource
management measures be mitigated between SAHRA and the developer, It s
likely that provision would have to be made for a phase 2 archaeological
assessment or excavation.

—

FRANS ROODT (BA Hons, MA Archaeology, Post Grad. Dipl, Museology; UP)
For: R & R Cullural Rescurce Consulfants
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