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Rezoning of Portion 5 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Reference Number;

MPEOO28

) Project Name:

Rerzoning of Portion § of Brakfoniein 3998 and Town Development
Site location:
The proposed development areas are located directly eost of Heuwsloord,
Centurion, Gauteng, and are situated on the Remalnder of the Farm Brakfoniein 399
JR [Portion 5 of Portion of Portion 1).
The site as defined in this report consists of two sections of the proposed development

. area which have been designated as future development areas, and for which
heritage surveys were undertfaken. Refer Annexure A for o Locality Map and

Annexure B for the Site Distribution Map.

Magisterial or municipal district:

Centurion

Name and contfact details of developer:

ABSA Property Davelopment [Py} Lid
P.O.Bdx 1132
Johannesburg

Nome and contact detalls of environmental consuliant

MPI Environmental Consuliants
P.O. Box 7639
Centurion

& 0046

o~

R

082 444 4354
Fox: 012 344 3842

Dote whnen the developmen® was first mooted:

The application for the proposed development was submitted to GDACEL on 4

This report was completed during September 2002,

Helio Alliance (Pty} Ltd I
2002



Rezoning of Portion 5 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

sraposed date of commencement of development:

%Qz,,m the initial plan was for ABSA to Install the services during May 2002, this
projected commencement of development had to be extended.

¥
i

Name and contact detals of specialist used fo compile any specialist reporis

1

Helio Alliance (Pty) Lid
PO, Box 12966

o Hatfield

' 0c28

Tel (012) 342 3062/3
Fax (012} 342 3066

Findinas and recommendations:

e This report represents the Hertage Impact Assessment thenceforth referred 1o as the
"addifional Herfage Impoct Assessment’] underiaken on two sections of ihe
! proposed residentia &mcméwﬁui on the Rernainder of the Farm Brakfontein 397 JR
{Porfion § of Portion 0% Portion: 1}, Centurion, Gauteng [refer Annexure A Locality Map
and Annexure B Site Distribution Map'). The need for this study to be undertaken was
: necessitated by the fact that during the fieldwork underiaken for the initial Hertags
! Impact Assessment, certain sections were either not included, or were not fully
surveved, This was *@@m_@ due to the fact that the cvailable informafion ot the fime
indicated that thes as would not be developed. As these areqs are now also
demarcated as resi Q E QW development areas, additional surveys were undertaken.

It must be noted here, however, that some portions of the eastermn sech
relevance for the pre mi study was in dﬁ, investigated curin @ the fie
component of the inifial Herltage EDQQ Assessment. This was | m m as o result of
the presence of a number of demolished form buildings on {(and near to] the
boundary between this section and the section of relevance for the Her %me Impact
Assessment aready undertaken. The mitigation measuras as Wwﬁ@miswg by the South
aAfrican Heritage Resources Agency regarding these demolished buildings were Q%b
as part of the Hertage Impact Assessment previously undertoken, ond permission for
. their destruction was given by the South African Heritage Resources Agency.

Although the addifional Herfoge Impact Assessment for fhese two sections are
submitted and compiled as o separate doct W%@;ﬂ it must not be viewed in solation
Much of the informotion gaothered during the infficl Herltage Impact Assessment s of
relevance for this nr dy as well, A short surmmary of the existing reports and data is
therefore provided below:

&

the f ,&ﬁ%

C :3&2 ent o

¥

Plecse note ihot he
development areos”

g

s study I8 Indicated on the maops o3 “Presenf

Helio Alhance (Pty) Ltd
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Rezoning of Portion 3 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

¢

#®

A report drown up by Mr, Coen Nienaber of the University of Pretoria’s
Department of Anatomy containing his assessment of the possible grave
mentioned in the M, Naude & Associates report,

« Phase Il Mitigation Report compiled by M. Naude & Associates as well as Helio
Alliance [Pty] Lid, consisting of the mitigation documentation of the identified
sites,

« Heritage Impact Assessment document containing olf the reports and doia

outlined above, This document is referred to in this report s the “initial

Heritage Impact Assessment”,

Frorm the start of the study it was redlised that one of the key ssues regarding yziﬁ@@
for the proposed development would be the Batlle of Roothuiskraal, which fook
place on 12 Fsbruary 1881 durng the Anglo-Transvaal War [1880-1881). noﬁon 22
(Portion of Portion 1} of the farm Brakfontein 399 JR wos also declared as o national
monumeant In 19281, This portion, known s the Roolhuiskraal Historical Terain, is
located to the east of the two sections of relevance in terms of this report [refer
Annexure A for the Locality Map indicating these areas).

As a result of the closeness of the baltle site to the proposed development, an
extensive desktop mﬁaw\ of the events mczocw%pm the battle was made during the
Preliminary Herifoge Impact Assessment. All dota relating fo the Baflle con be
consulted in the inifial Hertage Impact }mmmm% ent Report (Reference Mumber MPM-
2002-08-30 / HIAL

A heritage specialist from Helio Allance (Pty] Lid olso conducted o foot survey of the
two sections of relevance here, The survey resulted in the discovery of two sites (refer
Annexure B Site Distribution Map for the location of the sites).

Accorting fo the avai an information Site 9 falls within o planned green open
space, and as such will not be destroyed. Site 10 folls within the proposed
development areq, and the impact of the developmen i the development pians
remacin the same) on this site would be o high negative impact, Mitigation measures
for the way to proceed with both sites have been 3@% ﬂ ese mitigat ion measures
are similar fo the mifigation measures proposed for the sites located during the
Heritage mgnam Assessment, and  consist of phofographic QQ%%@%Q_&?
descriptions and recording by means of surveving and measured drawings.

These proposed mitigation measures would have fo be reviewed and approved by
SAHRA. A copy of this document will be sent to the South African Heritage Resources

Agency (SAHRA) for this purpose. Their recommendations and further requirements
must be adhered fo.

INTRODUCTION

Helio Allionce [Ply) Lid was commissioned by MPM Environmental Consuitant
uriclertake o Herit ge Imooct Assessm V
proposed na% truction of residential fowrship on the Ee ﬁﬁjaw of tre
Brakfontein 399 JR (Portion 5 of Portion Eﬂ Portion 1), Centurion, Gauteng. Duri
flieidwork wcaﬁ it this component only areqs that the ovoio
information af the m me indicated as being earmarked for development, were In fact
surveyed,

(%
E
=

This document @nw@m%m %t %wmﬁ on the a%ﬂ: w mm%mme M
undertaker for the smoll
been included in the anuﬁw m@mﬁ@@ 3@&% ?@?3%:

Helio Alliance (Pty) Lid
2002
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Rezoning of Portion 5 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

Refer Annexure A Locality Map and Annexure B Site Distribution Map.

AlM

The aim of this study is to have the relevant areas covered in this report approved by
the South African Heritage Resources Agency for development. However, it is
accepted that this document would only be the first step, in that mitigation must still
be adhered to.

METHODOLOGY
The methodology consisted of a foot survey of the two sections.
3.1 Foot Survey

On Tuesday, August 27, 2002 and Wednesday, August 28, 2002 the heritage specialist
from Helio Aliance (Pty) Lid undertock the foot survey of the relevant sections.

All sites located during ihe foot survey were docurmented. This documentatio
includes photographs and descriptions as to the nature of the located material. >
hand-held Garmin eTrex Summit Global Positioning System was used to obtain the sife
coordinates.

Although this study is submitted as o separate document, the decision was made to
carry on with the numbering systermn used during the initial ix@@@ Impact
Assessment.

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

South Africa has a number of legisiative measures in place aimed at protecting its
herifage resources. Of these the maost important is surely the recently promulgated
Nafional Heritage Resources Act mm % 1999,

4.1 National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999

The promulgation of the Nationo! Heritoge Resources Act 25 of 1999 brings the
conservation and management of 32,6@@ resources in South Africa on par with
international frends and standards. Replacing the old National Monuments Act 28 of
1942, the Herltage Resources Act offers generdl profection for o number of herftage
related features and objects. In terms em the present study, the Act's stipulations
?@ﬁ@g@ﬁ&ﬂ:qmmQ;Q%ﬁgm;@,m#nma%m@@@@%%ﬁ@zﬁ%

Structures are defined by the
device or other facilily made by pe
fixtures, fittings and mﬁa%ﬁ nt osso

ge Resources Act as "...any bulding, works,
e and which is fixed to Qsc_ and includes any
ated with 17 In section 34 of the Act the
@ﬁmmmmm protection for structures pulated. It is %ﬁonﬂé to note that only
ructures older thon 60 vears are w%a Section 34(1) of the National Heritags
esources Act reads as follows: u person may Q?ﬁ or demolish ony structure or
part of a structure which is older than 60 yvears without o permit issued by the relevant
provinciol heritage resources oufh

gt
e
5

P

he second importont general profection offered by the Hertoge Resources Act,
the protection of archaeologicol w tes and obiects {as well as paleo »QMQQ cal m:mm
and meteorites]. Section 4 of the Nafional Heritoge Resources Act states that:

Helio Alhance (Ptv)y Lid 4
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Rezoning of Portion 5 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development—-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

ém%w&a;%aﬁimé%&vmwﬁmwmcmﬁgﬁm S,mn@%wvmm:mnﬁ@m%macﬁmm
authority- .
(a} destroy, damage, excavate, alter, deface or otherwise disturb any
archaeological or palaeontological site or any meteorite;
(b} destroy, damage, excavate, remove from its original position, collect or own
any archaeological or palaeontological material or object or any meteorite;
{c] trade in, sell for private gain, export or attempt to export from the Republic
any category of archaeological or palaeontological material or object, or
any meteorite; or
bring onto or use at an archaeological or palaeontological site any
excavation equipment or any equipment which assist in the detection or
recovery of metals or archaeological and palaeontological material or
objects, or use such equipment for the recavery of mefeorites.”

(d

%

et

in order to understand exactly what is protected, it is important to look at the
definition of the concept “archaeoclogical” set out in section 2(ii) of the Heritage Act:

(a) material remains resulting from human activity which are in a state of disuse
and are in or on land and which are older than 100 years, including arfefacts,
human and hominid remains and artificial features and structures;

(b} rock art, being any form of painfing, engraving or other graphic
representation on a fixed rock surface or loose rock or stone, which was
executed by human agency and which is older than 100 years, including any
area within 10m of such representation;

(c} wrecks, being any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which was wrecked in
south Africa, whether on land, in the infernal waters, the ferritorial waters orin

. the maritime culture zone of the Republic, as defined respectively in sechions
1 4 and 6 of the Marifime Zones Act, 1994 (Act No. 15 of 1994), and any
cargo, debris or artefacts found or associated therewith, which is older than
60 years or which SAHRA considers to be worthy of conservation; and

(d) features, structures and artefacts associated with military history which are
older than 75 years and the sites on which they are foundl...”

4.2 Other Legislation

The following legisiation also has reference to the protection of herifage resources
during development activities:

«  Nafional Environmental Managerment Act 107 of 1998
5. FINDINGS

The survey revealed two sites located within the sections relevant to the present

5.1 Site 9
25° 53" 149" 5
28° Q7' 17.5"E

he site is located on a small rocky outcrop near the south-western corner of the
enfire proposed residential area (refer Annexure B for Site Dishibution Map).

4
Wmemmﬁmawwﬁwm@ﬁmn@mwcﬁimm‘g@Qmézgaﬁ@mgﬂ Swmmwmommﬁmﬂﬁwxanm
another. This association is based on similarifies in building technique, featurs

Helio Allance (Prv) Lid
2002
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/ Rezoning of Portion 3 of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Addiional Heritage Impact Assessment

w characterisfics as well as their closeness 1o one another, These two associated
* siructures (refer Annexure C Figures 2 nﬁa 3} are located on a natural terrace
approximately twenty meters north of a small stream. The %?“ivm are both circular,
and are approximately the same size, nomely three maters in diameter. The distance
between the two shructures is Qﬁnﬁxa:\«%ﬂ% oﬁw,mma&ﬂm meters. The walling on
Uv% %@% structures appear 1o be quite rough. This maoy be due to the fact that the
is deteriorated, but may also indicate an unrefined building technique.

-circular shaped stonewall located on the
m side of a natural boulder. ﬁ% %8@?3 is made up of asingle line of stones
r Annexure C Figure 1),

i

ough some litter and pieces of metal were observed in the direct vicinity of the
e, no cultural material could be observed which could directly be associated with

No indication of age of the structures can also presently be made. The funclion of
° e struciures s also not clear,

v In discussions held with Mr. Greg Bevers of MPM Environmental Consultants it was
indicated imz the area encompassing the rocky ouicrop would fail within a green
open space, I this is the case, the impact of the development on the site would be a
low negalive %mnmw. n fact a positive impact can even be projected in that as the
site falls within o green open space ifs pofential for being conserved would greatly
crease in relotion 1o the present condifio

As tong as the site is not disturbed in any woy by the developers during the
construction phase, or by the residenis of the development during the operational
phose?, no negative impacts are expected.

.. Nevertheless, it is recommended that the site be recorded photographically,
\nmmm;vma and documented by way of surveying and measvred drawings.

5.2 site 10

Rectongular Structure |

sooonyt

ctangular Structure 2 25°52" 4887 S
28°07 120" E

Descriptio

he site

/0y

Wwo re %g%cw}ﬁ mj?iﬁ mam?émwnm iy . }xw igh these tw
e locoted approxima ocigtion can be

s cor pe soid dus K

fwo structures,

appears fo hove Dsen
e

ocated on a sl mi sle ope @}3 ng down to the
structure is also located a short distance from
Helio Alliance (Pty) Lid 6
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W Rezoning of Portion § of Brakfontein 399JR and Town Development-Additional Heritage Impact Assessment

ﬁ footpath and footbridge leading across the siream through the proposed residentia
arec. Based on the on-site cbservations, the footpath is fraversed guite extensively.

Tne structure is rectangulor shaped, ond 5 approdmately ten meters in length and
nine meters wide, with an enfrance located on its southern side [Annexure C Figure
41, The entrance s made up of the two walls ending paraliel to each other, The
antrance width is approximately half-a-meter,

Some porfions of the walling of the structure in general appsor to be still in a very
good condition. Other portions are quite deteriorated. Observations made from the
more infact sections seems to indicate that the walling was constructed using larger
stones on the outside and bottom, with smaller stones in the midaie and on top.

The average width of the stone walling in the Intact sections s around 60 om,

wharegs the deteriorated or fallen down walling can be more than one meter wide,

Although the structure is located on a wsﬂwm the soil surface on the inside of the

structure is quite level. This qumm ing effect is also indicated if one looks at the outer

. and inner heights of the walling, On the western wall (the upsiope section) the
, outside of the wall is Qﬁ.@@xm%g@ 10 em high, whereas the Insides are on average
between 30 and 40 cm in height. Terracing is alse indicated on the downslope side of
| the site (the eastern wall], in that the inside of the wall here s approdmately 10 omin

height whereas the outside s approximately 40 cm high.

No directly associated cultural material could be observed,

Rectangular Structure 2 (10.2)

The m%aogm structure is located some forty meters north of the first shructure. it
appears to be located on a slight slope in-between naturally occuring rocky
! outcrops (refer Annexure C mmcmm 5). The shape of this second sructure is less formally
ectangular, but possesses definite angled corners on most sides, The shucture s
approximately eight meters by eight meters in exdent, and has an entrance [refer
Annexure C Figure é) onils westerm side.

The bulicin @ technigue used in this sfructure makes use of naturally occuring rocky

‘ autcrops and boulders, Apart from this the general building technique of larger
m . stones ﬂ he base and oufsides and smaiier stones on the insides and on fop
! [observed at the first structure) was also found here (refer Annexure C Figure 7).

n terms of condition this structure appears to be more deteriorated than the other
cture. The infact sections of the wall are again approximately 60 cm in width,
whareas the deteriorated or collapsed sections may be much wider,

he teracing funchion was again observed al inis ﬁgﬁc?z rd s especially evident
u wiling of the eastern side of the structure, wit ?n ide walling being
notely 10 om ﬁﬁs wheraas the outside wa g@ is approximately 40 cm in

Jral materlal could be observed

the age of the struciures is unknown, their rectangular appearance seems
e a more historical (recent] association. Of course his does not necessarlly
at the structures are younger than sixty years.

;
an
rE
oy

med

Helio Alliance (Ptyy Lid
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if the area in which the site is located s to be developed, adverse negative impacts
can be expected in that the site would then be completely deshroyed.

Al present it is not clear whether any residential deve 5@%&3 will in fact dxa place

Vﬁn the areo where the site is located. However, on the initial map outlining the

proposed development area a road is indicated 1o pass %moa@ﬁ {or very aaw& fo the

site. Although alternatives, in the sense of moving the road as well as not developing

in the arsa where the site s located, exist, these oplions are not very realistic af

present. As such the best oplion would certainly be for the necessary mitigation
meacasures o be undertaken for the site o be destroved,

it is proposed that the two structures be fully documented and photographed, and
V that recording in terms of surveying and measured drawings be undertaken to allow
for approval for destruction.

These proposed mitigation measures would have to be reviewed and approved by

SAHRA.

0 6. RECOMMENDATIONS
Two sites were located durdng the foot survey. Although the mém ct of the
development on these two sites differ in intensity, it is proposed here tho th these

1 both

sites be documented photographi aﬁmﬁ describ @Q and recorded by means of
surveying and measured drawings, similar to the mitigation measures Q@Wf
undertoken as part of the initial Herltage Imoact Assessment, Thess

Pt Rk fn LS

mitigation measures must be reviewed and approved by SAHRA,

ko] C‘»
{{3
o Qz.
Q
I’
{2

The m?m 3%& during the field survey do not necessarily represent the full herdtage
resource manitestation of the area. This may be due, amongst other things, fo the
vegelation cover prevalent in certain areas of the Gaﬁommg development areq, s
well as the sub’eranean nature of some archaeological sites. As such, whenever
heritage matenal such as structures, archaeological features and objects and graves
or burial grounds are observed or uncovered during the course of the development,
it is imperative 1ot a heritage specialist be contacted in order for mitigation fo fake
place.

Helio Alliance (Pry) Lid
2002
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Site Distribution Map
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Figure 2. One of the two circular stone structures from Sife 9. This
structure is the easternmost of the two.
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gure 3. The second circular stone structure from Site ¢

Figure 4. Site 10 / Rectangular Structure 1 {10.1). The entrance is
clearly visible.




Figure 5. View of Rectangular Structure 2 from Site 10 {10.2

I

i Figure é. Entrance at Rectangular Structure 2 / Site 10.

]
!




I
i
i
i

A Figure 7. Close-up view of walling from Rectangular Structure 2 / Site
10.
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