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A survey of Iron Age sites
on Greefswald 37 MS, Hamilton 41 MS and Den Staat 17 MS

Introduction

This interim report consists of field notes that are prepared for publication. The notes
refer to the current survey of selected Iron Age sites on the farms Greefswald 37 MS,
Samaria 28 MS, Hamilton 41 MS and Den Staat 27 MS that is part of a study of the Iron
Age cultural landscape, settlement patterns and architecture in and around the
Mapungubwe Valley. This report refers to test excavations on Samaria 28 MS and
Hamilton 41 MS (Permit No. 80/99/04/06/51) and a survey of a site recorded as Pon §
(Permit No. 80/99/08/007/51). In accordance with permit specifications, the archive and
collection of the project is the property of the University and is currently managed at the
Mapungubwe museum.

Objective

The objective of the current survey is to identify and date the sites that are related to
Mapungubwe to reconstruct and interpret the settlement sequence and settlement patterns
of the Iron Age complexes of the Mapungubwe Valley.

Method

The sites are located, mapped and excavation grids laid out to position the test
excavations (cf. Photo 2). The test pits are excavated according to full excavation
standards (ctf. Photo 3). Lavers are determined with the aid of systematic excavation
techniques and the use of mini trenches within the test pits(cf. Photo 4). The stratigraphic
recording of the deposits include systematic descriptions, plan drawings, profile drawings
and photograps (cf. Photo 5). The recovery of archaeological material includes sifting
through fine and coarse mesh and sorting of all materials by hand (cf. Photo 6). A human
skeleton was found in the test pit on Site Map 23 and was carefully recorded, removed,
researched and already published by the Department of Anatomy at the University of
Pretoria (cf. Photo 7). Site features are recorded for future site analysis (cf. Photo 8). (The
human remains from the test pit on site Map 23 was carefully packed (cf. Photo 9). The
field management of the archaeological collection from the site surface and test pit
includes labeling, bagging and listing (cf. Photo 10). All the test pits are filled up directly
after excavation (cf. Photo 11).

The sites
Site Map 20
Site Map 20 is situated on a flat hill-top on Samaria 28 MS (cf. Figure 1). The site

consists of a fairly large kraal deposit that is surrounded by evidence of settlement. The
site is marked with an iron peg and the site number that are embedded in a cement block.



The date of material collected on the site is Pta 8007, 350 + 15 BP, calibrated 1528-1554;
1633(1638)1643 AD.

Site Map 21

Site Map 21 is situated on a flat hill-top on Samaria 28 MS (cf. Figure 1). The site
consists of an enclosure formed by two stone walls (cf. Photo 12) and evidence of
settlement. The site is marked with an iron peg. A test pit of 2mx2m was excavated (cf.
Figure 2). The deposit consists of ash mixed with sandy soil (cf Figure 3, 4; Photo 13).
The date of the material collected from the test pit is Pta 8026, 460 + 50 BP, calibrated
1437 (1456)1497 AD.

Site Map 22

Site Map 22 is situated on a flat landscape on Hamilton 41 MS (cf. Figure 1). The site
consists of a kraal deposit that is surrounded by evidence of settlement. The site is
marked with an iron peg. The deposit in the test pit consists of ash mixed with sandy soil
(cf. Figure 6, 7, Photo 14). The date of the material collected on the site is Pta 8018, 260
+ 45 BP, calibrated 1652 (1666)1678, 1763-1803 AD.

Site Map 23

Site Map 23 is situated on a flat landscape on Hamilton 41 MS (cf’ Figure 1). The site is
marked with an iron peg B2 A test pit of 2mx2m (cf. Figure 8) showed that the deposit in
the test pit consists of ashy midden material (cf Figure 9, 10; Photo 15). A human
skeleton was exposed and removed (cf. Photo 16, 17, 18). The date of the material
collected from the skeleton on the site is Pta 8016, 850 + 35 BP, calibrated
1216(1244)1267 AD. The date of material collected from the test Pit is Pta 8023, 855 =
20 BP, 1223(1239)1265 AD.

Site Map 24

Site Map 24 is situated on a flat landscape on Hamilton 41 MS (cf. Figure 1). The site
consists of evidence of settlement and several stone structures on the surface (cf. Figure
I 1; Photo 19). The deposit in the test pit of 2Zmx2m consists of sandy soil (cf Figure 12,
13; Photo 20). A stone structure and gravel floor was exposed and left intact (cf. Photo
21). The date of material collected on the site from the site is Pta 8014, 850 + 60 BP,
calibrated 1192(1244)1276 AD

Site Map 25
Site Map 20 is situated on a flat landscape on Hamilton 41 MS (cf Figure 1). The site

consists of a kraal deposit, surrounded by evidence of settlement (cf. Photo 22) The site is
presently not marked with an iron peg.



Site Pon 5

The site is located on Den Staat 27 MS (cf. Figure 1).

The site surface has been mapped in detail (cf site map) by a surveyor. The map is
currently being processed by a cartographer,



,g = el A ™
\ _LD.i.Ll.V}?_\
BOTSWANA T ey S
& ZIMBABWE S V)
y e _ e \ | b
.\.._\\.vc\ _._..“T =T (e Bmbitem - 7
T \.Q_n..\m.. A = e U amca D
.r/r// \~m~ ~3 ._ .....\
N Za = Co Tl e
U\ 45 -\ MAP 4 Legend
L \—— \./ — r 4 . > MAP 12 i
g | Samaria 28 MS \ - MAP 14 |
Mapungubw
- Den Staat 27 MS \ MAP 20 O P w - /_~H_ MAP 10 ® Mapungubwe
~ - s A MAPBLY g O Khami
< PON 5 -~ gaiile. K A hizo
E , - Greefswald A\ Ms 7 % Undesignated
-
2 \ = - ?un.\ —— Farm Boundaries
L < = / — Roads
L S
= @ 1 =mees Boundary of Vhembe
N S ] g i ™ Nalure Reserve (core
Littie Muck 28 Mg ————_f = TH——8 = 2 N of VONP)
- rd SR & & = N
P (= i @ 5
b -~ ™ B c | >
. 8 s MAP 25
r 5 =
P 3 m MAP24| g 2 4
km

Figure 1




C3

0

A2

B2/03 82/01
y g m.,m
81/83 B2
Site: MAPUNGUBWE 21
Samaria 28 MS
Test Pitin square B1
Plan of Excavation k
B1 September 1999 T
0 1 2 3 4 5
| B B |
metres
| FIGURE 2

A1




L2

boim

L3

bolm

Test trench

B81/83

Site: MAPUNGUBWE 21
Samaria 28 MS

-—

Test Pitin Square B2
Plan of Layer 2 k

September 1999

0 1 2 | 4 5

| s |
centimelres

FIGURE 3

B1/81

gﬁ .uﬂ m\@ A 3 Ty
e
- bolm light grey mm: mixed 2_9 mmz& soil and gravel




B1/81
o

round level

L1 bolm
L2 bolm
L3 boim

B1/83

<

|N‘.:

——

B2/03
=

— . Ground level

—_———

mm\ﬁ_ulm. B2/01
Ground _QH
3 bolm
e e wo__i
...I_.millll"-!\\ao .
mo\\ mo\
B2/01 B1/81
: Ground hm<m|_._
B balm
L2 =
Samaria 28 MS

Profiles of Test Pit in
Square1
September 1999

0 10 20 30 40 50
O .

cenlimetres

Legend

FIGURE 4

asn

.
.
=31
o

inction between layers.

y'd
L




3C

B3

A3

C2

C1

Site: MAPUNGUBWE 22
Hamilton 41 MS

B2

__B1/20

o

_B1/40

A148  A1/28

Test Pit in Square A2 B

u_mzo*mxo%m:o: >
Septernber 1999

0 1 2 3 4 b
[ S .
melres

FIGURE 5

A2

Legend |
® baselinepeg -
= ecadion




I
]
i

B1/40

Profile B1/40 - B1/20

B1/20

Profile B1/40 - B1/20

9

Profile A1/28 -

A1/48

]
A1/28

Site: MAPUNGUBWE 22
Hamilton 41 MS

Test Pit in Square A1 -

Em:o:.m,‘ml ?
September 1999

0 1 2 3 4
I
cenlimetres

fe)

FIGURE 6




1B/40 Bheo
_.Io,Sc_,q jevel 4\\‘\\\1\1!1!.3',
[ e
Lo "
18120 ATI28
o —_— ——_____Ground level J

T e,

< bolm ;J
bolm w
Nol excavated " _
A1/28 A1/48
-

Ground level ll.\\ixu

L balm
L |
bolm _
~ Nol excavated die m

A1/48
[

Ground level

elm Not excavated _
Site: MAPUNGUBWE 21
Hamilton 41 MS
Test Pit in Square A1 thmam Il
Profiles 1 e e S
September 1999 && *a.zm.wq , mm:%.wﬁ_ ._ _
0 10 20 30 4 50 bolm light grey ash mixed with sandy soil and gravel
I NN i
centimetres

FIGURE 7




D3

C3

B3|

A3

C2/40 C2i20

03

B2/28 B2/28

2

Site:  MAPUNGUBWE 23
Hamilton 41 MS

Plan of Excavation
September 1999

0 1 2 3

metres

Test Pit in Square B2

N

A

B2

ﬁ&%m_

4 5

N I .

FIGURE 8

l. excavation

~ baseline peg

D1

C1

B1

Al




- C2/20
o
e beom
\\\jl.\.v
la B b
&> u
,vl.. _, ‘
O | |
= o - / QO
”mp _
beom ;
1d 1
q
beom
Y
B2/48 | B228
' Site; MAPUNGUBWE 23
Hamilton 41 MS
Legend
Test Pitin Square B2 = < bone.
Plan of Layer 2
September 1999 x @ maam
¢y potsherd L
0 5 1015 20 2% . cE R : .
e pemine beom __gg_a light brown wmzw, :mg“
FIGURE 9 _




C2/20

AA XA XA XA A AA XXX AKX
m! surface

Site: MAPUNGUBWE 23
Hamilton 41 MS

Test Pit in square B2

Profiles
September 1999

0 10 20 30 40 50
[ e .
cm

FIGURE 10




%

%

Cy/25 C3/23
sf C4/1

C3

(dia. 90 cm)

@ C3005 C3/03

(dia. 1 m)

B3

B2

B1

@) sfA32
(dia. 60 cm)

@m;w:

(dia. 1m)

)

sfA2/1
(dia. 9.5cm)

G
sfA1/1
(dia. 1.3 m)

Ad

['Site:  MAPUNGUBWE 21
Hamiiton 41 MS

Plan of site survey and

excavation N
September 1999 >

0 2 4 6 8 10
metres

_ FIGURE 11

A3

A2

 Legend
, 0 base line peg
B excavation

sf  stone feature

3

Al




C3i25

C323
; RO
I , ﬂ\w
! . /
i 7 sf B4/1,
| A\
Ip N
\w‘ix:f!vvi\‘gti.!/ \m\ J,..
- T AY 7 ~
% V4 {
\ ! /,
! I o
/ [
f I
{ {
w _r - e N
kp \ -~ \
% .
\ i P
\
\ \
\
\ /
/ N
~ ————
. T ]
\
i
i
{
kp 1
! kim
[
]
i
i
i
i
I
Caiz3 C6/03
Site:  MAPUNGUBWE 24
Hamilton 41 MS
Test Pit in Square B4 .h._mm,_man, Bt
Plan of Layer 2 o s
September 1999 > kim grey brown sandy soil-
0 10 20 30 40 50 st stone feature
centimetres wm _ﬂma_..@nccaﬁ&ao_.
| FIGURE 12 kp grey-brown maﬁ_




C3/25
~

Ground level

L1

P

s

C3/23
=

Ground level

e — T —— e —————

D 5 -

L ‘l.

C3/23
2

sf B4/

C3/03
3

L1 =2 =
m 2 j

—

C3/03
r
L1 e @ kim
i — e
A1/48
r
L kim AU
_IN ............. _A_a i

Site: MAPUNGUBWE 24
Hamilton 41 MS

Test Pitin Square B4
Profiles
September 1999

0 10 20 3 40 50
[ s |
centimelres

FIGURE 13

C3/23
Ground level J
@]
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, @
L — e
B1/40
J
Ground level
Legend

<) . slone :
Kim - wqm@..ugm mms% mc__

g  stone feature

Bt




Photo 1.
Aview of the Mapungubwe Valley

Photo 2.

A survey of site surface
features and grid lay-out, in this
case on Site Map 23.
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Atest pit excavation (Test Pit
TP1/Map21/99) by the field research
team on site Map 21.
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Photo 4.
A mini test trench in the test pit
(TP1Map21/99) on site Map 21.



Photo 5.

Stratigraphic recording

during the excavation process, in
this case on site Map 21 (Test Pit
TP1/Map21/99).

Photo 6.
{ Sifting and sorting of
material, in this case by a school
study group on site Map 23.

Photo 7,
Excavating a human skeleton in a grave in
M the test pit (TP1/Map23/99) on Site Map 23.

Photo 8.

Recording of site features, in this case the
human grave in the test pit (TP1/Map23/99)
on Site Map 23.

.



Photo 9.

On-site collection management, in
this case of the material from the test
pit (TP1/Map23/99) on site Map 23.

Photo 10.
Bagging and labeling of
excavated material, in this case
from the test pit (TP1/Map23/99)
on site Map 23.

Photo 11.
i Filling up the test pit
B (1P1/Map21/99) on site Map 21.
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Photo 12.
Stone Wall 1 on site Map 21.



Photo 13.
The surface of Layer 3 in the test
pit (TP1/Map21/99) on site Map 21.
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Photo 14.

The surface of Layer 3 in the
test pit (TP1/Map22/99) on
Site Map 22.

Photo 15.

The excavation of Layer 2 in the
test pit (TP1/Map23/99) on site
Map 23.

Photo 16.

A human skull visible in Layer 2 in
the test pit (TP1/Map23/99) on
Site Map 23.




Photo 17.

Layer 2 partially excavated in the
test pit (TP1/Map23/99) on site
Map 23.

Photo 18.

The human skeleton in a grave in
Layer 2 in the test pit
(TP1/Map23/99) on Site Map 23.

Photo 19.
A stone feature on the surface of site
Map 24.

Photo 20.

The deposit in the test pit
(TP1/Map24/99) on Site Map 24
after the removal of Layer 2.
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Photo 21.
The stone feature (sfB4/1) and
gravel floor in Layer 2 in the
test pit (TP1/Map24/99)

on site Map 24.



