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AlM

The aim was fo undertake a Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment on approximately 60ha of Unit
F at Mankweng where o low-cost housing project has been proposed, fo assess the impact of the
proposed scheme In ferms of archoeclogicalhistorical sites and  features and o moke
recormmendations. The task wos performed on February 4, 1999,

METHOD

A survey of the whole area demarcated for development was done on foot and by vehicle by an

archaeclogist and one assistant.  Locations were recorded by means of a GPS (Garmin, 45X1), and

archaeclogicalmistorical features were pholographed with a Kodok Digital DC120 camera. Two

schermatic maops were drawn:

« one of the area in generdl, indicating the various identified sttes, and

« one of o patficular feclure, nomely that of o homesteod associoted with a possible grave and
miciden,

DESCRIPTION

In generdl the greatest part of the area is archaeologically already highly disturbed by the informal
seffliernent. Itis characterized by the cccupants’ houses which are usually dermmcrcated by either fences,
cut acasia branches, oloe leaves or thalch, Most of the properties are kept well swept, in which case
all fraces of possible archaedlogicdl finds were removed. According to the disturbed plont growth,
several stonds has been previously [recently] occupled o filled os fields. The greater majority of
archaeological finds were located in eroded foot paths or where soil had been removed for either the
digging of refuse pits, fencing posts, pit follefs or the planting of trees.  All the pottery sherds are highly
fragmenied (with a mean gze of 25mmy, which is indicative of infense activities sometime in the past
since depositioning of the artefacts.

The most relloble water source lies outside the area demarcated for development. Viel areas could be
identified in a few places, A recent addifion to the water sources Is a storrm water pipe didining excess
watter into this area from the opposite side of the R7 1. Investigation of the banks on the Pou river wos
urrecessary, os i ies outside the demarcated area.  This would have been a possible source of pofiery
sherds and groves. : v

The viel areas would
hove been avolded
as seflerment alter-
nafives, but culturcd
material could be
re-covered from il
those have proved
fo contain nothing.
I was hoped to find
arfefact remains in
the new woler
course created by
the storm waoter
pipes, but nothing,
not even stone age
fools couid be identi-
fied.




Six sites had been identified, some of which need fo be investigated more infensively. They were numbered
in chronological order as the assessment proceeded from the eastemn most part of the area.

SHe 1

523°5326.0" E29°42'49.0"

This marks the spot of one single pot sherd (Sherd 1), but its importonce lies in
the foct that it is decorated.  Decorations are indicative of a specific culture
group, and will dlso dlow for estimating o generdl age of the site. It was located
in o fool poth possing ihe creumscribed boundary of a house,  Approximctely
100m from fhis fingt another, vet undecorated sherd was found.  Fwas dlso
located in a foot path. Both finds could have been washed down the slight siope:
frorm another prirmary sife.

The pattern on Sherd 1 s characterisiic of the Moloko fradifion (early Sotho-
Tswana). Moloko people inhabited the Plefersburg plateau since the 17" century,

Site 2

§23°6323.8" E29°42'33.1"

This sife proved 1o be most rewarding in ferms of pottery
fincs. A few potsherds were [denfified on the surface
This was the first find that seemingly wos o surface
depaosifion. In search of more substantial examples (the
surfoce  finds were undecorated ond  highly
fragrmented) o small area of opprodmately 700cm was
cleared from plant growih, mainly grasses.  In this
process more sherds become visible, It was decided
to excavale o fest pit, which eventuadlly proved the
main deposition 1o be approdmetely 20cm deep.
Some charcoal pleces were found in associofion with
the sherds. If necessary, this con be used o dale the
deposit by means of the radio-carbon daoting fech
nicie. | expect that more sherds will be encountered
deeper,

The main objective of the test excavalion was:
« 1o find better exarmples than those on the sur-
face,
+ o locate diagnostic samples [decorated andfor
lipped shercls),
« fo estimate the depth of the deposit,

Three different types of decoralion were idenfi-

fied.

s Sherd 3. The decordgfion and fechnigue is
sirnilar fo thot of Sherd 1, and thus also exe-
cuted in the Moloko stivle, Horzontal bonds
unning around the circurmference of the pot.

= Sherds 4, 5 and 4. Impression in the cloy made
by rmeans of o stylus,

« Sherd 6 from fhis sife was recovered, amongst
o few undecorated pleces, from just across the
sl two frack road adjacent fo the excava-
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fion. it has only one faint, roughly incised line across its surface. This sherd could also be dllocated to
he Moloko tradition.  Iis identificalion however needs 1o be verified by o more substaniial collection

Site 3
523783279 E29°42'37.4°
. Afewt ~orcted sherds, the closest find fo the
R71.

b. Approdrmctety 30m In o wesksouth-west direction
arother concenfrafion of sherds were discovered,
decorated in the same Moloko style as Sherd 1.

. Amost 100m from 4ag, In o wesknorthrwest direc-
fion asmall, undecorated sherd was found, pink
in colour, This colour is of particular inferest as it
Is characterstic of some of the dldest poltery
encountered in Southem Afican context, dlio-
coted fo the Early ron Age (AD 500J .

Site 4

$23°5315.1° E29°42724.2"

. This site disclosed o concentration of grey (charcool
~ coloured) fo grey-brown pottery sherds distibuted over
the enfire area of approximately 65 x 20m that wos
investfigated. 1 s small, with o mean size of 20mm,
thin [7rom) and finely worked, Some of these sherds’
surfoces are bumished. A few lipped pleces were diso
recovered. Only one decorated plece characterises
this collection. These sherds are dllocated fo the
Letaba fradition (Venda). As a result of its wide dis-
persal, one s unable fo reconstruct even a small part
- ofthe pot. These were mainly recovered in a deeply
eroded foot path between two rocky outcrops, while
only one plece was found in between the foundation
- stones of Feature B,

- House foundations were idenfified in ot least two spos,
- each built on fop of the rocky oufcrop. For this pur-
pose rocks and soil was used fo level the surface.

- Feature A has a circular foundation and is approxi-
- mately 4m in diometer, and s built on fop of the
 western most oufcrop of this site. A seemingly straight
wall seerns fo border its western side in the form of o
fiongle. It was however difficult fo properly access
the characterstic of this wall, for i Is almost com-
plefely covered in thick shrubbery. | was unable to
access whether this struciure waos bullt of sfone, in which case the foundations are totally covered by soil.
Except for its height, approximately 0.5rm, nothing else distinguishes it from the surrounding area.

Features B, C and D s located gpprodmately 4é6m friom Feature A, The house foundiations were also buiit
up and levelled by the sarme rmeans as has been described before. It is not possible to access whether
Feature B is dlso circular in form, or thot It predates Fecatures C and D, or that Feature B wos rebullt ot a
later date (conternporary with Features C and D), and that some of the faint impressions of a rectangular
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shuctue was superimposed on Feature B, in actud fact
forming Fealure £

Faature B is aporoximately 6m In diometer and Fea
tures C and D are both dm indiometer. C and D are
seermingly ottoched fo B, being the main fechure.

A midden Is encountered approdmctely 4m fo the

south of B, C and D. The midden is however stacked
with sorme rocks, which could be indicative of a grave.

The sife rop, not aocording 1o socis.

Girenee and rmicicien.

The eroded fovipoth betwesn he Wwo rocky
CHACTODS,

Stuchae B the soole is placed dong the side of Stucture A, with 1he one
wall portly, covered In shrubbery and grass. on the dght,



Site 6

§23°53156.4 E29°42'25.1°

A few pottery sherds were identified on the surface. This again
proved to be a disfulbed ared in the sense that soll had been
dug and removed fo accommodate the pipeline ond man- §
hole, MAN A13A. No samples were refrieved.

Site 6

523°6317.6" E29°4201.5"

At this site a rock was found that could be identified as a game, namely moruba. These games are usually
associated with catfle posts, where the herder boys kept themselves amused. Games were however also
previously found ot setflernent sites.




EVALUATION

ftis my opinion that the area was mainly used for agricultural purposes, s iron age people usually prefered
fo live mostly at the foot of koppies. The huge marula frees could also be indicative of field use of the
areq, as it was usudlly left fo create welcome shade during farming activities.  This practice is still in use
In e.g Venda,

The Moloko shvle pottery is usually associated with stonewdlled homesteads and catfle byres. As no such
feature could be identified, it is my opinion that this area was mainly ulilised for farming activities, in which
case no stone walls would have been builf,

The kopples closest fo the die are located less thon o Klormetre away in a southem direction. It is possible
that one would encounter sionewdlled setilements there. This parficular area has however been developed
dready, as has the immediate area north friom the site,

Moloko radiion ceramics are commonly considered to have been made by people with Sotho-Tswana
offinifies because modem Pedi, South Soiho and Kgatia pottery can be derived rom it. The earliest Letaba-
style assemblages have been dated to the early 16™ century ot Harmony Village in the north-easten
Lowveld in the Northem Province,

Moloko ceramics appear of the same time as Letaba ceramics in Ndelbele sites south of Pletersburg.
The two shvies exist together unill the eclipse of the Ndebele in the Plefersburg/Potgietersius area aond dote
to the late 19" fo early 20" century ot the Niabanhlophe Group Il sife and the later phase fo 1920 ot the
Kekana and Ficus sites near Polgietersius,

Since the 17" century, ceramics from the Plefersburg-Potgietersius area seem fo reflect the varied historical
associations recorded frorn Transvaadl Ndebele oral historles: whereas Moloko ceramics reflect their
association with Konl/Sotho people, Letaba ceramics reflect their association with Venda In the northreastern
Lowveld in the Northem Province.  This contention is supported by the frequency of sivies within sites: whereas
Moloko/Sotho-Tswana ceramics are best represented at sites of minor headmen with Koni and Tswona
connections; LefabaNenda cerarnics predomingte of sites associated with Ndebele chiefs and headmen
with Lowveld connections.

Site 2

This seemed an important site in terms of the high concenration of potsherds, At least two different pots
are represented here, It is important fo acguire os large as possible an example of polsherds over the
area. The fest pit proved that, as o result of the low visibility of the archaeological sites, the majority of
findls con be expected in the subsoll, at least 20cm deep. The polsherds has been identified as Moloko
cerarmics. This site would fall in the category of Iron Age / Agriculturist sites worthy of being mifigated:
« s itis asite in an areo that is under-resegrched 1o buiid up the cullure-historical sequence;

« specicl-purpose sife Le calfie post vs living site; ond

«  evidence for conternporary cutturdl inferaction between Moloko and Letaba. See Addendum 2.

Siter 3
The potsherds has been identified as Moloko cerarmics. This seermed an impaortant site in view of the high
concentrafion of potsherds. It is importont to acauire a better represented collection from this area.

Sitle 4

Middens and graves are prime archaeologicadl sfes. Mididens are of great importance, as broken utensils
anet discorded arefociud materddl lend clues 1o the identity of the former occupants. I itis cccomponied
by a grave, the chances are good that the humon skeletol rermaing will be well preserved and identifiable.
From these one will be ddle fo af least identify the sex, sialure, age and race. Skeletal material also vield
aracord of health and nuiriion (which could agoin be conelated with the confernporary environment)
and other diseases, Associated ortefoctucl materdal and the burdal position dlso vield iInformation relating
o the person’s culiurdl identity and social sfanding i the community. i s for these various reasons that
graves are of great importance in the interpretation of an archaeological site. See Addendum 1 for the
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law concernaed with graves as well as Addericium 2,

The potsherds has been idenfified as Letaba ceramics. In this case It Is suggested that contact was
esfoblished with the contermporary Moloko people, and need fo be investigated. See Addendurm 2 in
his respect,

Site &
It is possible 1o view this as the fringes of the possible archaeological settiernent.

Site &

ff would be an advantage to the general picture of the site to of least pinpoint the possible origin of this
sfore. This site would diso fall in the category of sifes that need to be miigated in order fo oblain confextual
information.

RECOMMENDATIONS

in view of the above, it is recommended that o Phoase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment be
undertaken. The defoils could be finalised through mifigation on sife.

Depending on the Phase 2 report and its recommencdlations, it would be of the utmost importance that

the archaeclogi : nofified once the inilial surface preparation (clearing of plant growth, efc.) has

been done and once the digging of house foundations, waler frenches and other earth works

are initicted.

« {f any graves anclor middens are encountered during initicl clearing of the surface or during subsoll
removal, the archoeologist should be nofified immediately.

« f any stonewalled shuctures are identified.

The presently idendified sites should be frealed as follow;

Sites 2 & 3
Proper test excavations should be executed. It is suggested that o fest french of approxdmately 1 x 26m
should be dug (depth unknown] in order fo evaluate these sites.

Site 4

It is recommended that ot least the midden and suspected grave be excavaled. Various test pifs (1 x
1y should be executed in ond in close proximity around the house floors. Once this s completed and
the sife proved to be older than 50 vears [See Addendurn 1), it is suggested that the features identified
as walls, bordering Structure A, should also be excovated as a means fo establish ifs character. A test
french of at least 1 x 10m s suggested, of right angles 1o the wall,

Site 5
Once again sorme test pifs, 1 x 1m are suggested.

Site &
This area should be inspected again for possible cattle kraals and/or archaeclogical homesteads in the
vicinity,



THE LAW

The National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969 protects all palaeontological, archaeological and historical
sites and matericl older than 50 years. I is an offence fo destroy, damage, diter, remove from its original
site, or excavate ony such site or material without a permit from the National Monuments Council. A person
convicted of an offence in terms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up fo R10000 or two years
imprisonment, or both. See Addendum 1 for extracts from this act.

Interms of the Environmental C arfion Act [No. 73 of 1989 the Infegrated Environmental Management
Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas and features that are listed as
environments which must be included in an environmenial impact assessment report. These include
archaeological and palaeontologicad sites, graves and burial sifes, buildings and sites of religious, social
and cultural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minimise the Impact of development on archaeologicdl sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
on development projects, and to avoid costly delays if a site is discovered during the course of construction
work, it is important to hire an archoeologist well in advance fo survey the area, I is important thot
developers redlise that only gudlified professiondl archaedlogists should be ermployed 1o undertake survey
WOoIK,

The developer is responsible for the costs involved In hirng an archaeologist fo investigate the site.

Phase 1

The archaeologist hired 1o do the work will submif o phose 1 report. On the basis of the recornmendations
and assessment of significance made in the report, o decision can be faken on how the development
may proceed. In most cases development will be able 1o go ohead as planned affer the sites have been
recorded,

Phase 2

In sorme cases, mifigation in a Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavalion of
collection of archaeological material. The purpose behind mitigation Is fo sarmple the site so that the
evidence can be sfored permonently in a museumn where it can be consulfed at o later date for record
and research puposes.

Phase 3

More rarely, the sife may be so irmportant that it will worront modification of the development in o Phase
3 programme, If this happens, the archaeclogist, the National Monuments Councll and the developer
can confer on the action to be faken. | may be possible to incorporate an ron Age villoge info o green
belt in a housing scheme, or fo modify a high fise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associcted rubbish dumps benecdh o porking lof fo avold destroving them completely. Such solutions
are possible if the archoeolodist s consulted early enough in the planning process.

Perrmission for the developrment 1o proceed can be given only ance the Nafional Monuments Council
is safisfied that steps have been taken to ensure that the archaeclogical sites will not be domaged, o
that they have been adequately recorded and sampled.

If this chain of action is followed, we stand a chance of saving something of our archaeological heritage
for future generations anc of avolding conflict between developers and cullural conservationists. The
National Monuments Councll must ensure thot the historical and culiural hetitage: of il South Afrilcans
Is protected. Coreful plonning can miniise the Impact of archasolodicdl surveys on development projects
by selecting oplions that cause the least amount of inconvenience and delay.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Deacon, J. 1996, Archaeology for Planners, Developers and Local Authorifies. National Monuments
Council. Publicafion no. POZ1E.

Deacon, J. 1997, Report: Workshop on Standardis for the Assessrent of Significance and Research
Priorities for Confract Archaeciogy. In: Newsletter No 49, Sept 1998, Southern African Association
of Archaeologists,

Loubser, JHN. 1981. Ndebele Archaeclogy of the Pletersburg Areq. Unpublished MA thesls, University
of the Witwatersrand.

Loubser, JHN. 1991, The Fthnoarchaeology of Venda-speakers in Southern Africa. Navorsinge van die
Nasionale Museum, Bloemfontein. Vol 7, Part 8.

Maggs, T. 1984, The Fon Age south of the Zaombezl. In: Klein, R.G (ed.] Southern African Prehistory and
Paleoernvironments. AA Balkema: Roftlerdam.

Moore, MPJ. 1981, The lron Age of the Makopan Valley Area, Cenfral Transvaal. Unpublished MA thesis,
University of the Witwatersrond,

Hester Roodt February 1, 1999



ADDENDUM 1

EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

12(2A) No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, dlfer, rermove from its orginal site

or export from the Republic -
{a) any meteorite or fossil; or
b) any drawing or painfing on stone or a pefroglyph known or commonly believed

o have been executed by Bushmen; or

o] any drawing or painting on sfone or a pefroglyph known or commonly believed
o have been executed by ony other people who inhcbited or visited the Republic
before the setllerment of the Europsans at the Cape; or

{dj any implement, omament or suciure known or commonly believed 1o have been
made, used or erected by people referred fo in paragraphs (b and [¢]; or |

(&) the anthropological or archaeological contents of graves, caves, rock shelfers,
riddens, shell mounds or other sites used by such people; or

{f any other historical site*, archaeological or palaeoniological finds, material o
object,

except under the authority of and in accordonce with o permit issued under this section.

[* An “historical sife” is defined as “any idenfificble building or part thereof, marker,
milestone, gravestone, landmark or fell older than 50 years.”]
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ADDENDUM 2

Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Confract Arcchaeology

SA3 (Southem African Association of Archaeologists) Biennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Jonette Deocon
National Monuments Council

Opportunities for archoedlogical confract work will expand in southem Aflica in the nexd few vears. To
rmcke: the best of the coporfuniies, medium-term (3-5 vear] research and herffage conservation priotities
need fo be established as a matter of urgency in consultation with CRM practifioners, provincial and
nafional hertage agencies and research archaeologists. The following factors are relevant.

1.

In South Afiica, the Depariment of Brvironmental Affairs and Toursr published on 5 September 1997
ifs long-awaited List of Aciivities which may have o substantial defrimental effect on the environment
and the regulations regarding activilies idenfified under Section 21(1) of the Envitoriment Conservation
Act(No. 73 of 1989}, These effectively make environmenial impact assessments cormpulsory for the
listed activifies,

The Nationdl Herffage Bll, designed o replace the National Monuments Act in South Afica, came before
the Cabinet and Parliaorment in 1998, I could become law from 1 Apill 1999, Amongst other
innovations, It maokes impact assessments compulsoty where historical, archaeological and
palaeontologicdl sites are affected by development but are not protected by other legislation,

In neighbouring Aflican countries, the tempo of confract work is also rising as new legislation and
requirernents of the World Bank are implemented,

If seerns widely accepted hat CRM practitioners do mifigation to rescue the research potential of o site
which would otherwise be lost, The following kinds of sites were identified as being worthy of mitigation:

Stone Age / Hunter Gatherer
» any open air site with bone or other organic scape - are they associated with rver valleys,
moterial: water sources or guaries?
« any cave or rock shelter with deposit; « evidence for modemity In Middle Sfone Age
« rock paintings and rock engravings {record sites;

#® & & &

context as well as images); « sites with evidence for inferaction between Stone

cuiarny sites with possibilifies for core re-fitting; Age and Iron p@m. or m&@nwg people;
long sequence sites; Later Stone Age sites with Bambata pottery;

coastal and inland shell middens: pastoral sites, especially in the Eastem Cape;

®# & ® & &

artefocts; hunting blinds; .
hurmaon remaing or buricls: evidence for exploliation of raw material sources
fish traps; such as haemotite or specularite,

plocement of Earlier Stone Age sites in the land-
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ron Age / Agriculturist

Sites that will help to claiify the ceramic se-
cuence of the Early ron Age In the northem and
eastemn regions of southem Africa;

any Bambaoda sefflernent,

Early ron Age sites with evidence for sfructures
or long term occupction,

sites with evidence for political or social hiercr-
chies

evidence of the organization of metal produc-
florn;

purals with evidence for social differenticdion,
health and nulrition;

evidence for tiade within and oufside of the
Zrmbabwe culture areq;

sites in arecs thaot are underresearched fo build
up the culture-historicdd sequence;
special-purpose dfes such as rainmaking, cir
curncision, mining, fumnaces, catile posts vs living
sites, solf rmaking;

Blackbum and Moor Park sites in KwaZulu-Natal;
well preserved early Moloko sites with middens
for evidence of diet and subsistence or stone

walling;

any Zimbabwe-style stone walling should be

mapped in sufficient detail to estimate factors

such as population size and grain-bin variabilify,
dence for conternporary cultural inferaction,

for exarmple between Khami and Moloko;

sifes with architechual siyles and inforrnction on

matericls used for housing, even in the recent

past;

evidence for the inroduction of maize, either

direct or in the style of grindstones used;

sites with botanical remains of culfigens;

inforrmation on the diskibution, size and charac-

feristics of doliy-holes for gold rmining;

evidence for texdiles or weaving in addition fo

spindle whotls;

avidence for games and contextual information

relafing to therr;

figwine caches and spatfial relafionships fo

setlernents;

check stone outcrops near stonewalled sites for

engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and sedling;
ships or ship/boat shuctures on land;
shipwreck survivor camps;

sites in the Intedor with nineteenth century ceram-
ics (RESUNACT is preparing guidelines for identifi-
cation);

single occupation siies in urban environments
with deposits such as wells, cisterns and depres-
slons;

17% century or earty 18" century sites in Cape
Town;

sites that are connected with notional and inter-
nctional slave frade routes;

LSA sifes with metal tems such os brass buttons;

%

documentary and archival segrches should be
done before going info the field;

sites that could inform on the effects of military
forces on indigenous local populations;

the symbwlic significance of textiles, beads and
other iterns imported by fraders;

sites with oral fraditions of sacred significance -
orgl histories increase significance and are
therefore relevant fo archaeciogy,

Ristorical graves need sensifive removal during
mifigarion and this is offen best done in collabo-
ration betwaen archaeologists and  funeral
speciclists,
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