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AIM

Tre aim was to underfake a Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment on approdimately 5 ha at
Duschland 169 LS, Dendron, Morthern Province where a waste disposal project has been proposed, fo
agess the impact of the proposed project In terms of archaeclogical/historedl sites and features ang
fomake recormmendations, The task was performed on April 30, 1999,

METHOD

Agurvey of the whole area demarcaled for this project was done on foot by an archaeologist,

DESCRIPTION

The size of the site is 5 ha. 1t is located on a level surface and cavered In grass and shiub growth which
consists mostly of intruders.

H

Ne cultureld miaterial or features of either archaeclogical o historical significance was found.

INTERPRETATION, EVALUATION & RECOMMENDATIONS

The enfire site proved to be sterlle in terms of both archaeological and historical cultural material,
Inview of the above, a Phase 2 Archaeological Iimpact Assessment is not recommended,

It vould however be of the utmaost importance that the archaeologist be nofified should any graves
ard/or middens be encountered. Please refer 1o the affached addenda.
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THE LAW

:

2 National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1949 protects oll palaeontological, archaeclogical and
;; foicd sites and rmaterial older than 50 vears, It is an offence fo destroy, domage, alfer, rermove from
Torngl ,ﬁm ite, or excavate any such sife or material without d permit from fthe National Monuments

Counetl G@?ﬁ corvicted of an offence inferrms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up to R10000D
Chwo %c.m mpnsonment, or both, See Addendurnm 1 for extracts frorm this oot

rterms of the Envilonmental Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989) the Infegrated Environmental
Management Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas and feaiures that
o isted as erwironments which must be included In an envirionmental impact assessment report, These
irelude archaeclogical and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, bulldings and sites of
reigious, social and cultural significance,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Terninimise the impact of developrnent on archaeclogical stes, and the impact of archaeclogical sites
on development projects, and 1o avold costly delays if a sife is discovered during the course of
construction work, it is important 1o hire an archaeclogist well in advance fo suvey the area. s
Irrportont that developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeclogists should be employed fo
urdlertake survey work

re developer is responsible for the costs involved in hiling an archaeocloglst fo investigate the site.

Phase 1
e archoeologist hired to do the work will submit o phose 1 report. On the baosis of the
ECOImme 3&% fons and assessrment of significance made in the report, a decision can be taken on how
development ray proceed. In most cases developrment will be able fo go ahead as planned offer
sifes yaé been ecorded.
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Phase 2
Insorme cases, mitigafionin o mﬁmm@ 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation or
collecton of archaeological material. 1The purpose behind mifigation is fo sample the sife so that the
siidence can be stored ﬁmﬂﬁasgﬂ: ina rmuseurn where it can be consulted af o later date for recod

and resecrch purposes,

Phase 3
More rarely, the site rmay be so important that it will warrant modification of the developrment in o Phase
Iprogramme. s happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Councll and the developer
can corfer on the oction fo be taken. | may be possible 1o incorporate an on Age village into a green
pelf in ¢ housing scherme, o to modify o high rise bullding plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
andt g0 L_ma rupbish dumps beneath o parking ot fo avold destroving therm completely.  Such
tors are possipie | the archaeologist s consulied early enough in the planning process.

rment o proceed can be given only once the | M ational Monuments Council
oy w been taken to ensure that the archaeciogical sites not be damaged, or
adequately recorded and sampled,

folowed, we stand a ¢ ﬁ@zmﬁ of saving something of cur archaeologica herlfage
! ons and of avolding conflict between developers and cultural conservationists, The
Nafiono xag% arifs ﬁe%ﬁ must ensure that the historical and cultural heritage of all South Africans
is protected, Careful planning can minimise the impact of archaeological surveys on development
orojects by selecting options that cause the least amount of Inconvenience and delay,
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EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOQLOGICAL SITES

12{2A) No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, alier, remove from ifs origind site
or export from the Republic -

. any metecrite or fossit or

(D) any drawing o painting on sfone o a petroglyoh known or cormmonty believed
1o have been executed by Bushmen, of

) any drawing or painting on sfone of a pefroglyph known or commonly believed

10 have been executed by any other people who inhablted or visited the
Republic before the selflement of the Europeans of the Cape; or

[ any implerment, omament of structure known or commonly belisved 1o have
been made, used or erected by people referred 1o in paragraphs (b) ond (¢,
or

&) the anthropological of archaeolagical contents of graves, caves, rock shelfers,

rmicdens, shell mounds or other sifes used by such people; or
any other historical site*, archaeclogical or palaeontological finds, material o
obiect,

T

except under the authorly of and in accordance with a perrnit issued under this section,

[* An “historcdl site” is defined as “any identifiable bullding or part thereof, marker,
milestone, gravestone, landmark or tell older than 50 years.”]
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ron Age [ Agriculturist

Sites Inat will helo o claify the ceramic se-
guence of the Early ron Age in the northem
and eastern regions of southemn Aflica;

any Bumbota sefflerment: ,

Early fon Age sites with evidence for structures
or long ferm occupation;

sites with evidence for political or socidl
hierarchies;

evidence of the oganization of mefal
production,

burials with evidence for social differentiation,
he anc mutrition;

gvidence for frade within ond outside of the
fimbabwe culture areq;

sites In areas that are underresecrched fo build
up the culture-historicat sequence;
special-purpose sites such as  rainmaking,
circurncision, mining, fumaces, caffle posts vs
fiving sites, salt making,

Blackbum and Moor Pork sites in KwaZulu-Natal,
well preserved early Moloko sites with middens
for evidence of dist and subsistence or sfone

walling;

any Zimbabwe-sivle stone walling should be
mcapped in sufficlent detail 1o estirnate factors
such as population size and grain-bin varlability
avidence for corternporary cultural interaction,
for example between Khami and Moloko;
sites with orchitectural sivles and information on
materials used for housing, even In the recent
oast;

evidence for the introduction of maize, either
direct or in the sivle of grindstones used,

sites with bolanical rermaing of cultigens;
information on the dishibution, size and
characteristics of dolly-holes for gold mining:
evidence for textiles or weaving in addition o
spinclie whorls;

evidence for goames and
information relating to thermn;
figurine caches and spatial relafionships o
sefflements,

check stone outciops near stonewdlled sites for
engravings.

contextual

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and sedling;
ships or ship/boat structures on land;

shipwrack survivor camps;

sites in the interor with nineteenth century
cerarmics [RESUNACT is preparing guidelines for
identfcation);

single occupation sites In urban environments
with deposits such s wells, clsterns and
depressions,

17% century or early 18" cenfury sifes in Cape
fown,

sites that are connected with national and
international slave trade routes;

LSA gites with meldl tferms such as brass butions;

documentary and orchival searches should be
done before going info the fleld;

sites that could inform on the effects of millitary
forces on indigenous local populations;

the symbolic significance of textiles, beads and
other items imported by raders;

sites with oral raditions of sacred significance -
ol histories increase significance and e
therefore relevant to archaesology,

historical graves need sensitive removal during
ritigation and this is offen best done in
collaboration  between  archaeologists  and
funeral specialists.
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Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorifies
for Confract Archaeology

SA3 (Southemn Afiican Association of Aichaeclogists) Biennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Janette Deccon
Norfional Monuments Councll

Coportunitles for archaeological contract work will expand in southern Afiica in the next few vears. To
rrake the best of the cpportunifies, medium-term (3-5 year) research and heritage conservation priorities
need fo be established as o malter of urgency In consuliation with CRM practifioners, provincial ana
national herifage agencies and research archaeologists. The following factors are relevant.

1. In South Afiica, the Department of Environmental Aftairs and Tourism published on 5 Septermber 1997
its long-owaited List of Activiies which may have o substantiol detimental effect on the environment
ond he regulations regarding activifies identified under Section 21{1} of the Environment Conservation
Act {No. 73 of 1989, These effectively make environmenial impact assessments cormpulsory for the
isted activities.

2. Tne National Heritage Bill, designed to replace the National Monuments Act in South Africa, came
pefore the Cabinet and Parliarment in 1998, It could become law from 1 Aprit 1999, Armongst other
innovations, 1 rmakes Impact assessments compulsory where historical, archaeclogical and
palaeontological sites are affected by development but are nof profected by other legisiation.

3. In neighbouring Afrlcan countries, the tempo of confiact work Is also rising as new legisiation and
reqguirernents of the World Bank are implemented

It merms widely accepted thal CRM practifioners do mifigafion to rescue the research potential of a sits
which would ofherwise be lost. The following Kinds of sies were idenfifled as being worthy of mitigation:

Stone Age / Hunfer Gatherer

+any open dir site with bone or other ciganic fandscape - are they associated with river
material; valleys, water sources or guaities?
«any cave of rock shelter with deposit + evidence for modernity in Middle Stone Age
« tock paintings and rock engravings record sifes;
cortext as well as images), « sites with evidence for interaction between
< quany sites with possibilities for core re-fiing; Stone Age and lron Age or colonidl people;
o long sequence sites, »  Lader Stone Age sifes with Bambata pottery,
» coastal and inlond shell middens; + postoral sites, especidlly In the Eastern Cape,;
= any sites with Howlesons Poort, Sfillbay or  « caches of osiiich eggshells or other tems;
Robberg artefacts, « Punting biinds;
< hurnon remains o burlals; - evidence for exploiation of raw mateial
«  fish fraps; sources such as haemalite or specularite,

- plocement of Earlier Sfone Age sifes In the






