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SYNOPSIS

i is recommended that ¢ Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment
\ The detdils could be findlised through mifigation on

cending on the Phase 2 report and its recommendations, it would
be of the utmost importance that the archaeclogist be notified once
the initial surface preparation (clearing of plant growth, elc)) has
been done.

= Jf any GRAVES and/or MIDDENS are encountered during initial
clearing of the surface or during subsoll removal, the archoeolo-
gist should be notified immediately.
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METHOD

A ﬁ ?ﬁ ﬁ mw ke oreq demorcated for developrment was done on fool by two professiona
e demarcated area is very small, no GPS readings were used, Archaeclogicd
dures were @yeﬁéﬁaﬁwﬁ with a Kodaok Digital DCT120 cameta, A schematic map of the site,

raioating the most imporiant areas was cdrawn,
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DESCRIPTION

The area is reasonably fiat and characteristically covered in turf soll, e.g the area closest to the road and
run.  The slightly lower lying parts seems fo have been eroded away, which left pebble-like stone debiis
on the surface, It is among this sfoney litter that the majority of archaeological finds were made. The
fincle were recovered from all over the site, but at least three main concentrations were identified. The
finds consist of a Middie Stone Age (MSA) stone artefacts, large amounts of pottery sherds (undiagnostic
sherds were not sampled), upper grinding sfones, fron slag as well as a plece of a tuyére. All were found
onthe surface. To access depth, especially in the soil covered areos, o shallow fest pif was dug up fo

8 orm, where some potfery sherds were recovered,




This site covers approximately Ve [one quarter) of
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from the site In the direction of the ruin, which s

approximately 100 m away.

Some MSA artefacts were recovered fiom this
| site. This could date back to 200 000 - 40 000
2 years BP,

Other finds consist mainly of potfery sherds., A wedlth of
decoragted and lipped potfery sherds can be found, only

=

some were however sampled. The slag ond tuvére plece
were diso recovered from this area, One of the many upper
grinding sfones were sampled.
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Site 2

Some lipped as well as decorated poffery sherds
were sampled. An inferesting plece, seen at lowsr
left, could be part of a clay sculpiure, Al lower right
Is an MSA ortefact,

Site 3

Site 3 consists of another large collection of poftery
sherds, which were however not sampled. On the
cccompanying photograph s one of the best
examples of the typical upper grinders encountered
inthe e,




Hleet pit wos dug o approximately 8 om deep where a concentiation of potiery sherds wete samplec.
her texst ol wos excavated In an areg whers the stone iubble waos less concentrated,




INTERPRETATION & EVALUATION

SIOIE AGE REMAINS
povew of the obove, IHs clear hat this area was iInhabited and/or utilised since MSA times. No LSA (Later
Store Age) arftefacts were recovered durng the inifial reconnaissance,

Forhe purposes of this report, a short description of the Sfone Age, in parficular the MSA, follows,

Treliione Age con be divided in three stages based on technological and typological characieristics
of suthem Afilcan archaeologleal collections. The three main stfages are the following:

= Tre Early Stone Age (ESA), 2,5 Ma - 200 000 years ago.

= The Middle Stone Age (MSA], ca 200 000 years ago.

= The Late Stone Age (LSA), ca 40 000 years ago.

Theldiddle Stone Age

Soun from the Limpopo the Middie Stone Age (MSA] replaces the ESA of the beginning of the Upper
Fleliocene, and possibly even earlier. The ecrliest MSA site has been dated for 200 000 vears ago. To
ciate no transtfional industies have been ideniified, but o fransition would probably result in very small

Hard axes and very long flake blades.

Coleclions are characterised by o varety of prepared cores and refouched flake tools, of which most
have no eguivalent in the ESA. Hand caxes and choppers are absent, while fioke and blade tools such
<35 points, scrapers and finely toothed tools are characteristic.  Both refouched and unrefined pleces
cold have been offached fo wooden handles, as many examples presents o blunt back and sharp

lade,

Trree groups of MSA arfefacts are disfinguished, namely tools {with signs of secondary refouching or use),
cores ond waste (the pleces without signs of edge retouching. Characteristic of the MSA are the many
Triangular fiakes with converging dorsal floking and faceted butt-ends. Two broadly defined cores are
distinguished, namely cores which were used o produce flakes with crossed dorsal flaking (mainly
radioted, disc shaped or cores which had been worked from any direction), and cores with pardllel, half-
pardiel o sometimes converging dorsat fioking (malnly with single or double platforms). The narow, thin
puttends and digressive percussion bulbs of some of the arfefacts indicate the use of an intermediate
punch (the so-called indirect percussion technique). This fype of flake cores are present in laige
guontities in the South Afrlican interor and further north.

MSA sites ocowr In o varlety of sites, such as river banks, flood plains, on the shores of lakes and pans as
well as in fountain deposits. The materials of long occupation layers are well preserved in caves,

Heorths are characternstiic of Upper Plelstocene, L.e MSA occupation, such as af the Cave of Hearths and
Border Cave, Kwa-Zulu Natal, It is thus clear that humankind was able to confrol fire in South Aftica o

feast 130 000 vears ago, and probably earlier.

» Very ltfe information still exists relafing to the ESA fransifion o the MSA. This type of artefacts are very

rare in the collections,
» It s stll inconclusive whether the ESA and MSA tradifions existed simulfaneously in restricted regions,

ary found on the sife connot be dated or with certainty ascribed o any particula
ould however be of prehistoric origin, being ascrived o the ron Age. The ootlen
winongin but reflects ofher aftibules that is probably reioted 1o s speciic ethnical
undetermined. Due 1o the occurtence of metal working remains (the slag and fuyére)
e colonicl period,



ses of this report, a short desciiption of the ron Age, In particular the Moloko assemblage,

southem African kon Age began around AD 200 when people with knowledge of iron smelting
ed info Bolswana, Norhem Province, Mozambigue and fhe eastern coastal regions of South Africa.
archaeological name, ron Age, derives from the fact that these new people with their knowledge
Jrnetaliurgy made melal fools and weapons.

iron Age peopie were farmers in confrast fo the hunfer-gatherers and herders of the Stone Age. Iron fools
sich as axes and hoes were used fo clear forests and brush from the lond ond plant fields of grain
(=orghum and millet] and other crops. As farming required a more settled life, they tended to live In
wvicges and not move around as much as Stone Age people did. Stock raising was also an important
wort of ron Age life.

e ron Age can be divided into three phases, narmely:
Farly [ron Age [EIA] AD 200 - 1000

MMdidle ron Age (MIA) AD 1000 - 1500

Lafe Tron Age (LA} AD 1500 - colonidl times

Bioloko assemblage

Moloko cerarnics dates to the fourteenth century in the Northerm Province and the fiffeenth century in the
Porthwest Province and on the scuthern Highveld (southem Gauteng and the northeastern Free Stafe],
where it s associated with sfone-wdlled sefflerments.  Moloko tadition ceramics are commonly
considered to have been made by the anceslors of the Sotho-Tswana people because modem Pedi,
South Sotho and Kgatia poftery can be derived from i,

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the above, it is recommended that a Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment be
undertaken. The details could be finalised through miligation on site,

Depending on the Phase 2 report and its recommendations, It would be of the utmost importance that
the archaeologist be nofified once the initial surface preparation (clearing of plant growth, efc.) has
een done.

« If any GRAVES and/or MIDDENS are encountered during initial clearing of the surface or during
subsoll removal, the archaeologist should be notified immediately. Please refer o the affached

aciclenci,

The Phase 2 Aichaeological Impact Assessment will comprise of some test pifs being excavated and
sampling done according to a grid system. The excavated materials together with a full report will
be lodged at the Pletersburg Museum where if will be curated. A copy of the report will be sent fo
each of the following: Nasco Museum in Pretoria and the NMC (National Monuments Council).
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THE LAW

Nafional Monuments Act (No, 28 of 19269) prctects dil palaeontological, archaeclogical ord

“ouncl, A person convicted of an offence interms of the Act, couldt be liable for a fine of up 1o R10000
of two yvears imprisonment, of both, See Addendum 1 Tor exfracts frorm this act,

In terms of the Envdronmental Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989) the Infegrated Environmeniul
Management Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas and features that
are listed as environrments which must be included in an environmental impact assessment report, These
include archaeclogical and palaeontological sites, graves and burldl sites, bulldings and sltes of
religious, social and cultural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minimise he impact of development on archaeclogical sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
on development projects, and to avold costly delays It a sife is discovered during the course of
construction work, It is Imporfant fo hire an archaeologist well in advance fo survey the area. fis
irrmportant that developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeclogists should be employed to
urclertake survey work,

The developer Is responsible for the costs involved in hiring an archaeclogist fo investigate the site.

Phase 1
The archaeologist hired to do the work will submit a phase 1 report. On the basis of the
recornmendations and assessment of significance made in the report, a decision can be faken on how
e development may proceed. In most cases development will be able fo go ahead as planned affer
the sites hove been recorded.

Phase 2
In some cases, mitigation in a Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation o
collection of archaeological material. The purpose behind mifigation is to sample the site so that the
evidence can be siored permanently In a museurn where it can be consulted of a later date for record
and reseqrch purposes.,

Phase 3
Mare rarely, the site may be so important that it will warrant modification of the development in o Phose
3 programme. If this happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Council and the developer
can confer on the action to be foken. I may be possible 1o incorporate an ron Age village into a green
pelt in @ housing scheme, o fo modify a high rise building plon by covering rare 18" century foundations
ard associoted rubbish durrps beneath a parking 1ot 1o avold destroying therm completely.  Such

ns cre possible if the archaeologist Is consulted early enough in the planning process.

sion for the development 1o proceed can be given only once the Natfional Monuments Councll
hat steps have peen taken to ensure that the achaeological sites will not be damaged, o
nove been adequaiely recorded and sampledd,

of action is followed, we stand a chance of saving something of our archoeoiogical heritage
enerations and of avoiding conflict between developers and culiural conservafionists, The
wonuments Council must ensure that the historlc ol and cultural heritags of ofl South Afllcans
=i, Corefdl plonning can minimise the impact of archoeoclogical survey: on development
vy selecting opfions that cause the least cimount of inconvenience and delay.

T



THE LAW

Ihe National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969) protects all palaeontological, archaeological and
Ristorical sites and material older than 50 years. I is an offence to destroy, damage, alfer, remove from
s original site, or excavate any such sife or material without a permit from the Natlonal Monurnents
Council. Aperson convicted of an offence in terms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up fo R10000

In terrns of the Enviionmental Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989) the Infegiated Environmental
Management Procedure, Guidelne Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas and features that
ares listed o8 environments which must be included in an environmental impacet assessment repor. These
include archaeological and palaeontological sites, graves and burlal sifes, buldings and sites of
religious, social and cultural significance,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To rinimise the impact of developrment on archaeclogical sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
on development projects, and fo avold cosily delays if a site is discovered during the course of
construction work, it Is imporiant fo hire an archaeologist well in advance 1o survey the area, s
important that developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeclogists should be employed to
undertake survey work,

The developer s responsible for the costs involved in hiling an archaeologlst to investigate the site,

Phase 1
The archasologist hired to do the wok will submit o phase 1 report.  On the basis of the
recommendations and assessment of significance made in the report, a decision can be faken on how
fhe: development may proceed. In most cases development will be able 1o go ahead s planned after
the sites nave been recorded,

Phase 2
In sorme cases, mitigation In a Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation o
collection of archaeciogical material. The purpose behind mifigafion is to sample the site so that the
evidence can be stored permanently in a museurmn where it can be consulted at o later date for record
and resecdrch purnposes.

: Phase 3
More rarely, the site may be so important that it will warrant modification of the development in a Phase
3 programme. I this happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Council and the developer
can confer on he action to be foken. It may be possible to incoporate on ron Age village info o green
belt in a housing scheme, of 1o moedify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associcted rubbish dumps beneath a parking ot to avold destraving them completely.  Such
solutions are possible If fhe archaeclogist is consulted eady enough In the planning process.

ssion for the development to proceed can be given only once the National Monurments Council
= that steps have been taken 1o ensure that the archoedogical sites will not be damaged, o
st they have been adequately recorded ond sampled,

of action is followedd, we siond a chance of saving something of our archaeoiogical herltage
> generations and of avolding confiict betwaen developers and cultural conservationists. The

i

Vienuments Councit roust ensure that the historic o and cuttural heritage of ol South Afrlcans

e ts by selecting oplions thal cause the least amount of Inconvenience and delay.



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT [NO 28 OF 1969,
A5 AMENDED IN 1986} THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAROLOGICAL SITES

lo person shall destroy, damage, excavale, dlfer, remove from its ofiginal site
axport frorm the Republic -
any meteorite or fossil; or
y drawing of panfing on stone or o petioglyoh known or commonly belleved
o have been executed by Bushmen; or
oy drawing or painting on stone or o petroglyph known or commonly belleved
fo have been executed by any other people who inhabited or visited the
Republic before the sefflernent of the Europeans at the Cope; or
any implerment, omament or structure known or commonly belleved o have
been made, used of erected by people referred fo in paragraphs (b) and (¢);
of
he anfhropclogicdl or archaeciogical contents of graves, caves, rock shelters,
middens, shell mounds of other sites used by such people; o
any other historical site*, archaeclogical or palaeontological finds,
marterial or object,

except under the authorlly of and in accordance with a perrmit issued under this section.

[* An “historicadl site” s defined as “any Identifiable building or part thereof, marker,
ilestone, gravestone, landrmark or tell older than 50 years.”]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Confract Archaeology

3A3 (Southem Aflican Association of Archaeologists Biennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Janefte Deccon
National Monurnents Council

Cpportunifies for archaeological confract work will expand In southem Aflica in the next few years, To
rgke the best of the opportunifies, medium-ferm (3-8 year) research and heritoge conservation priorities
mesd to be established as a matter of urgency in consulfation with CRM practifionears, provinclal and
raiional herffoge agencies and research archaectogists. The following foctors are relevant,

1. In South Africa, the Department of Environmental Affalrs and Tourlsm published on b September 1997
its long-awalted Lst of Activities which may have o substanticl detimental effect on the environment
and the regulafions regarding activifies identified under Section 21(1) of the Environment Conservation
Act(No. 73 of 1989), These effectively make environmental impact assessments compulsory for the
listed activities.

2. The National Herlfage Bill, designed fo replace the National Monuments Act in South Afica, came
pefore the Cabinet and Parlioment in 1998, I could become law from 1 April 1999, Amongst ofher
innovations, it maokes impact assessments compulsory where  historical, archaeological and
walaeontologicd sites are affected by development but are not profected by other legislation.

3. In neighbouring African counfries, the fermpo of confract work is also fising as new legisiation and
requirernents of the World Bank are implemented.

It merns widely accepted that CRM practiioners do mitigation to rescue the research polential of o site
which would otherwise be lost. The following kinds of sites were Identified as being worthy of mitigation:

Stone Age / Hunter Gatherer

- any open o site with bone or ofher aganic scape - are they associated with river vaolleys,

material

any cave or jock shelter with deposit;

rock paintings and rock engravings record
context as well as images),

auarny sifes with possitiliies for core re-fitfing,
G sequence sites;

coastal and inland shell middens;

ot puiols;

Ay g

snt of Eorlier Stone Age sites in the and-

water sources or quarries?

evidence for modernity In Middle Stone Age
sites;

sifes with evidence for intercction between
Stone Age ond lron Age or colonial people;
Later Stone Age sites with Bambata pottery,
pastoral sites, especiolly in the tostemn Cape;
caches of ostiieh eggshells or other fterms,
hunfing biinds,

evidence for explotiation of row malerial sour-
ces such as haermaiite or specularite,



P

ron Age / Agricutiurist

- Sites that will help o claify the ceramic se-

]

guence of the Ealy ron Age In the northem
angl eastern regions of southem Aflica;

ury Bormmbata setflernent,

Eaily ron Age sites with evidence for sfructures
or long tenm occupdation,

ites with evidence for political or social hierar-
chies;

svicence of the orgonization of metal produc-
fon,

buricls with evidence for social differenticlion,
healih and nutrition,

evidence for rade within and outside of the
Zrmbabwe culiure areq;

sites inaeas that are under-researched to bulld
o the culture-historical sequence;
special-purpose sifes such as rainmaking, cir-
curmcision, mining, fumnaces, caftle posts vs ii-
ving sites, salf making;

Blackbum and Moor Park sites in KwaZulu-Nafal,
well preserved early Moloko sites with middens
for evidence of diet and subsistence or stone

watling

any Zmbabwe-stiyle stone walling should be
mapped in sufficlent detall o estimate factors
such as population size and grain-bin varability;
evidence for contermporary culfural interaction,
for exarmple between Khami and Moloko,

sites with architeciural stvles and information on
materials used for housing, even in the recent
st

evidence for the infroduction of maize, either
direct or in the slyle of grindstones used;

sites with botanical remains of culfigens;
inforrmction on the distibution, size and charac-
teristics of dolly-holes for gold mining;
evidence for textiles or weaving in addition fo
spindle whorls;

evidence for games and contextual informa-
fion relating to them;

figurine caches and spatial relationships to set-
flements;

check sfone outcrops near stonewalled sites for
engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and sealing;
ships or ship/boat stuciures on land;
shipwreck survivor camps;

sites in the interior with nineteenth century cera-
rnics [RESUNACT is preparing guidelines for
identification],

single occupation sifes in urban environments
with deposits such as wells, cistems and depres-
SIOMS;

17" century or aarly 18" century sites in Cape
Towry,

siters that are connected with national and infer-
rofional slave rade roufes;

LSA sites with metal terns such as brass buttons;

documentary and archival searches should be
done before going into the field;

sifes hat could inforrm on the effects of militory
forces on indigenous local populafions;

the symbolic significance of textiles, beads ond
other iterns imported by fraders;

sites with oral fraditions of sacted significance -
oral histories increase significance and ore
therefore relevant fo archasology,

historical graves need sensitive rermoval duing
rmitigation and this is offen best done In colio-
boration between archaeclogists and funeral
specialists,



