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SYNOPSIS

No archaesclogical or historcal cul-
fural remains were found on site,
Construction processes may  pro-
ceed. Itis however important o ad-
here to the regulations as stipulated
in the oftached addenda.



AM

The aim was fo undertake o Phase 1 Archoeclogical Impact Assessrment on approximedely 0.4 ho of Bif
338, Akasia Extension 2, Tayler Street, Polglefersius where rezoning has been proposed, 1o assess the
impact of ihe proposed project in terms of archoeclogical/historical sites and features and to maoke
recommendations. The task was performed on June 17, 1999,

A survey of the whole area demarcated for developrment was done on foot by an archaeologist,

DESCRIPTION

The size of the stfe is approximately 0,4 ha, A sendce french has diready been dug and the areq parlly
debushed. The enlire area was reconnoiired but no other cultural remnains, except for modemn debirls,
were found,

EVALUATION

No archoeological or historical culiural material were recovered,

RECOMMENDATIONS

in view of the above, it Is recommended that a Phase 2 Archaeological impact Assessment Is not
required,

It would however be imporlant that the archaeologist be nolified should any graves andfor middens
be encountered during construction. Please refer to the attached Addenda.
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THE LA

The National Monuments Act [No. 28 of 1969) protects oll paloeontclogical, archaeoclogical and
historical sites and micterial older than 50 vears, If is an offence o destroy, darmage, alter, remove from
its original site, or excavate any such site or material without o permit from the National Monuments
Courcll. A person corvicted of an offence in ferms of the Act, could be liable for o fine of up fo R10000
of two vears imprisonment, or both, See Addendurm 1 for extracts frorm this act,

In terms of the Enviionmental Conservafion Act (No. 73 of 1989) the Infegrated Environmental
Management Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies certain man-made areas and feciures that
aire listed as environments which must be included In an environmental impact assessment report, These
include archaeclogical and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, bulldings and sites of
religious, social and culfural significance,

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

o minimise the impact of development on archoeclogicadl sites, and the impaoct of archaeclogicd sites
on development projects, and o avold costly delays T ¢ site is discovered duing the course of
construction work, it is important to hire an archaeclogist well in advance fo suvey the agrea. tis
Irmportant thot developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeologists should be emploved 1o
undertake survey work,

The developer is responsible for the costs involved in hiring an archaeologist fo investigate the site.

Phoase 1
The archaediogist hired to do the work will submit o phase 1 report. On the basls of the
recormmendations and ossessment of significonce made in the report, o declision can be Taken on how
he development maoy proceed, It most cases development will be able fo go ahead as planned affer
the sites have been recordad.

Phase 2
In some cases, mitigation in o Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excovation or
collection of archaeological material. The purpose behind mifigation Is 1o sample the site so that the
evicdence can be sfored permaonentty In o museurmn where It can be consulted of o later date for record
and ressearch purposes.

Phase 3
More rarely, the sife may be so impaortant that i will warant modification of the developrment in o Phase
3 programime,  If this happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Councit and the developer
con confer on the action fo be faken. I may be possible 1o incomporate an hon Age village into a green
belt in a housing scheme, or to modify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associated wibbish durmps beneath o parking 1ot fo avold deshioving them completely.  Such
solutions are possible if the archaeclogist s consulted early enough in the planning process.

Permission for the developrment to proceed can be given only once the Nafional Monuments Council
ls sofisfied that steps have been faken 1o ensure that the archaeclogicadl sites will not be damaged, or
ot they have been adeauately recorded and sampled.

i this chain of aclion is followed, we stond a chonce of soving something of our archceciogicadl heritage
for fuhure generations and of avolding conflict between deveiopers and cultural conservationists, The
Naofional Monurments Councll must ensure that he historical and cultural hertage of all South Africans
is protected, Careful planning con minimise the impact of achaeological surveys on development
projects by selecting opfions that cause the least amount of inconvenience and delay.



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIES

12(2A] No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, alter, remove from its original site
of export frorm the Republic -

(1) any meteoiite o fossil; or
any drawing or painfing on sfone of a pefroglyph known of commanly believed
1o have been exscuted by Bushmen, of
ary drawing or painfing on stone or a pehoglyoh known of commonly belleved
o have been executed by any other people who inhabited or visited the
Republic before the sefflernent of the Europeans of the Cape; or
any implernent, omament of stuciure known or comimonly believed o have
been made, used or erected by people referred 1o in paragraphs b and (¢,
or
he anthropological or archaedlogical confents of graves, caves, rock shelfers,
middens, shell mounds or other sites used by such people; o
any other historicdl site*, archaedlogical or palogontological finds, maferial o
cbilect,

except under the authorily of and In accordance with o permit issued under This section,

[* An “historicadl sife” is defined as “any identifiable building or part thereof, marker,
milestone, gravesfone, landmark or fell older than 50 yeors.”]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Confract Archaeology

SA3 (Southem Afiican Associafion of Archaeologists) Biennial Conference
Universily of Venda, 10 July 1998

Janstte Degoon
Nattional Monurnents Councll

Opportunities for archaeclogical contract work will expond in southem Africa in the next few vears. To
make the best of the opportunities, medium-term (3-5 vear] research and hetitage conservation priorities
need o be established as a mafter of urgency in consultation with CRM practifioners, provincial ond
national herifage agencies and research archoeologists. The following factors are relevant,

1. In South Afiica, the Deparment of Environrmental Affailrs and Tourlsm published on 5 September 1997
its long-owaifed List of Activifies which may have a substantial defimental effect on the environment
and the reguiations regarding activilies idenfified under Seclion 21(1) of the Envitonment Conservotion
Act (Mo, 73 of 1989), These effectively moke environmental impact assessments compulsory for the
listed activifies.

2. The Ndfional Heritage Bill, designed to replace the National Monuments Act in South Africa, came
before the Cabinet ond Paricment in 1998, It could become law from 1 April 1999, Amongst other
innovations, It makes Impact assessments compulsory where historcal, archaeological and
palaeontological sites are affected by development but are not profected by other legisiation.

3. In neighbouring Aflican countries, the tempo of contract work Is also rising as new legisiation and
requirements of the World Bank are implemented.

It seerns widely accepted that CRM prociitioners do mifigation fo rescue the research pofenticl of a sife
which would otherwise be lost. The following kinds of sifes were identified as being worthy of mifigation:

Stone Age [ Hunter Gatherer

« any open air sife with bone or other organic

mcterial;

any cave or rock shelter with deposit;

rock paintings and rock engravings (record
context as well as images);

guarry sites with possibilities for core re-fitting;
long sequence sifes;

coastal and inland shell middens;

any sites with Howlesons Poort, Stillbay or Rob-
berg artefocts;

hurman rermains of burials;

fish frops;

placement of Earlier Stone Age sites In the land-

scape - are they associated with river valleys,
water sources o quaries?

evidence for modemity in Middle Stone Age
sites;

sites with evidence for interaction between
Stone Age and lron Age or colonial people,;
Later Stone Age sites with Barmbata pottery;
pustoral sites, especially in the Eostern Caope;
caches of oshich eggshells or other lerns;
hunting blinds;

evicence for explolfation of ow matenal
sources such as haemalite o speculariie.



ron Age [ Agricutiurist

Sites that will help o clorfy the ceramic se-
quence of the Ealy ron Age in the northem
and eastern regions of southem Africa;

ary Bambata setllerment;

Early ron Age sites with evidence for shuctures
of long term occupation;

sifes with evidence for political or soclal herar-
chies;

avidence of the organization of metal produc-
fior;

buricls with evidence for social differerdiofion,
heaith and nutrition,

evidence for frade within and outside of the
Zirmbabwe culture arec

sites In areas that ore under-researched to bulld
up the culture-historical sequence,;
special-purpose sites such as rinmoking, cir-
cumcision, mining, fumaces, cafile posts vs
living sifes, salt miaking;

Blackioum and Moor Park sites In KwaoZulu-Nataod;
well preserved early Moloko gites with middens
for evidence of diet and subsistence or slone

&

walling;

any Zmbabwe-sivie stone walling should be
mapped in sufficient detdll 1o estimote fociorns
such as population size and grain-bin varability;
evidence for contermporary cuttural inferaction,
for exarmple between Khomt and Moloko:
sites with crchifectural stdes and Information on
materials used for housing, even in the recent
post;

evidence for the infroduction of maize, efther
direct or inthe sivle of grindstones used;

sifes with botanical remains of culligens,
infornation on the disirbution, size and charoc-
teristics of dolly-holes for gold mining;
evidence for tediles or weaving in addifion to
spinciie whotls,

evidence for games and contexdudl informa-
fion relafing to them,

figurine coches ond spaodicl relafionships 1o
sefflernents;

check stone outcrops near stonewalled sites for
engravings.

Historical 7 Colorial

sites connected with whaling and sealing;
ships or shipfooat struciures on lond;
shipwreck survivor camps;

sites inthe Inferior with nineteenth century cera-
mifes [RESUNACT is preparing guidelines for
identificatfion);

single occupation sifes in uban environments
with deposits such as wells, cisterns and depres-
sions;

17™ century or early 18™ century sites in Cape
Towry,

sites that are connected with nofional ond infer-
national slave frade routes;

LSA sites with metal ftlems such s brass butions;

docurnenicry and archival searches should be
done before going info the fisid;

sites that could inform on the effects of millilary
forces on indigenous local populations;

fhe symibolic significonce of texdiles, beads ond
other terms imported by fraders;

sites with oral fradifions of sacred significance -
oral histories Increase significance and are
therefore relevant fo archaesiogy,

Hsforical graves need sensifive removal during
ritigation and this is often best done in colla-
boration between archaeoclogists and funeral
specialists,



