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SYNOPSIS

A Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment is not required.



AlM

The dim was fo undertake a Phase 1 Archaeociogicol Impact Assessrnent on approximately 5000m? at
Acomhoek, where d reservolr has been proposed, 1o assess the impact of the proposed project in terms
of archaeclogical/nistorical sites and features and fo maoke recommendations. The fask was performed
on November @, 1999,

METHOD

A survey of the entire area demarcated for development was done on foot by an archaeologist and
one assistant,

DESCRIPTION

The demarcated area was surveyed on fool. It lies on o slope next o an existing dam.  Some
undiagnostic (undecorated] pottery sherds as well as o few stone tools were found. No features of
archaeological or histordcal imporfance were encountered. Some eroded areas as well as a previously
dugy trench were inspected, but no finds were made.

INTERPRETATION & EVALUATION

On the grounds of the sparse finds, it seems that the areas was previously sparsely populated.

RECOMMENDATIONS

I view of the above, a Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment is nof required.
It would however be of the ulmost imporiance that the archaeologist be nofified once the digging

of trenches and/or other earth works are inffiated, should any GRAVES and/or MIDDENS be
encountered. Please refer fo the affoched addenda.
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THE LAW

The Nafional Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969) protects all palaeontological, archaeological and
tstoricdl sites ond miaterial older than 50 vears. It is an offence to destroy, damage, dlter, remove from
it origindgl site, or excavate any such site or material without a permit from the National Monurments
Council. A person convicted of an offence interms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up 1o R10000
O two years imprisonment, or both, See Addendur 1 for exfracts from fhis aof.

In ferms of the Enviionmental Conservation Act [No. 73 of 1989) the Infegiated Environmental
Nanagement Procedue, Guideline Document 1 [dentifiles cerfain man-made areas and features that
<e listed as environments which must be included in an environmental impaoct assessment report. These
include archaeclogical and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, bulldings and sites of
reigious, social and cuttural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minimise the impact of developrment on archoeclogicd sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
<n developrnent projects, and fo avold coslly delays If a site is discovered during the course of
<onstruction work, it s Important to hire an archaeologist well in advance 1o suvey the area. s
imporfant that developers redlise that only qudlified professional archaeologists should be employed fo
wndlertake survey work,

The developer is tesponsible for the costs involved in hiring an archaeologist to investigate the site.

Phase 1
The archaeclogist hired 1o do the work will submil o phase 1 report. On the bosis of the
recormmendations and assessment of significance made in the report, a decision can be faken on how
the development may procesd, In most cases development will be able to go ahead as planned affer
the sites have been recorded.

Phase 2
in some cases, mitigation in a Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation or
collection of archaeclogical material, The purpose behind mifigation Is fo sample the site so that the
evidence con be stored permanently in o museum wherte it can be consulted af a later date for record
and reseqrch puiposes.

Phase 3
iore rarely, the sife may be so important that i will warrant modification of the development in a Phase
3 programme. If this happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Council and the developer
can confer on the action to be faken. It may be possible to incorporate an ron Age village info a green
belt in a housing scheme, or fo modify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associofed wbbish dumps beneath a parking lof 1o avold destroving them completely.  Such
solutions are possible if the archaedclogist is consulted early enough in the planning process,

Parmission for the development 1o proceed can be given only ance the National Monuments Councll
is safisfled that steps have been faken 1o ensure that the archaeologicdl sites will not be domaged, o
raf they have been adequately recorded and sampled.

i ris chain of oction is followed, we stand a chance of saving sormething of our archaeciogical herftage
for future generaiions and of avoiding confiict between developars and cultural conservationisis. The
Mational Monurments Counclt must ensure that the historlcal and cultural herifage of dll South Afiicans
is profected, Caefu planning can minimise the Impact of archaeciogical surveys on development
projects by selecting opfions that cause the least amount of inconvenience and delay.

L



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

12(2A) No person shall destroy, darmage, excavate, alfer, remove from ifs origina site
or export from the Republic -
any meteorite or fossil; or
any drawing or painting on stone or a pelroglyph known or commaonly belleved
fo have been executed by Bushmen; or
any crawing or painting on sfone or o pefroglyph known or comimonly belleved
fo have been executed by any other people who Inhablted or vislted the
Republic before the setflernent of the Europeans af the Cape; or
any implerment, omament of structure known of commonly belleved o have
been made, used or erected by people referred o in paragraphs (k) and (c);
or .
he anthropological or archaeological contents of graves, caves, rock shelters,
rmiddens, shell mounds or other slites used by such people; or
any other historical site*, archaeological or palaeontologicdl finds, material or
oblect,

axcept under the authorily of and In gecordance with o permit issued under this section,

[* An “historical sife” Is defined as “any identificble building or part thereof, marker,
rflestone, gravestone, landmark or tell older than 50 years.”]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Confract Archaeology

SA3 (Southern African Association of Archaeologists) Blennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Jaonette Deccon
Nertional Monurments Council

Coporunifies for archaeological contract work will expand In southem Africa in the next few vears, To
rrcke the best of the opportunifies, medium-term (3-6 year] research and heritage conservation priorities
reed fo be established as o mafter of urgency in consuliation with CRM practifioners, provincial and
national herffage agencies and research archaeoclogists. The following factors are relevant.

1.

N

o

in South Afrlca, the Department of Envitonmental Affairs and Toursm published on 5 September
1997 its long-awaited List of Activifies which may have o substantial detrimentdl effect on fhe
enviionment and the regulations regarding activities dentified under Section 21(1) of the
Environrment Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989). These effectively make envitonmental impaoct

assessments compulsory for the listed activities,

The National Heritage Bill, designed 1o replace the National Monurmenrts Act in South Afiica, came
before the Cabinet and Pariament in 1998, It could become law from 1 April 1999, Amongst other
innovations, it maokes Impact assessments compulsory where historical, archaeological and
paloeontological sites are affected by developrment but are not protected by other legisiation,

In neighbouwring Aflican countiies, the tempo of confract work is also rising as new legisiation and

requirernents of the World Bank are implemented.

it seerms widely accepted that CRM practifioners do mifigation fo rescue the research pofential of o site
which would ofherwise be lost, The following kinds of sites were identified as being worthy of mitigation:

Stone Age [ Hunter Gatherey

any open o site with bone or other organic
material;

any cave or rock shelter with deposit;

rock paintings and rock engravings frecord
context as well as images);

auarty sites with possibilities for core re-fitling;
ong sequence sites;

coostal and inland shell middens;

any sites with Howlesons Poort, Stillbay o Rob-
g artefacts;

wr remains of bunals;

wty

cernent of Earier Stone Age sites In the

landscape - are they associated with river
valleys, water sources of quarmies?

evidence for modernily in Middle Stone Age
sites;

sites with evidence for interaction between
Stone Age and kon Age of colonial people;
Later Sone Age sifes with Barmbata poftery,
posiondl sites, especially in the Eastem Cape;
caches of astrich eggshells or other iterms;
Funfing blinds;

avidence for explofiaiion of raw matericl sour-
ces such s hoematite o specularite,



fon Age / Agriculturist

Sites that will help 1o clarify the ceramic se-
quence of the Early ron Age in the northem
and eastern reglons of southern Aflica,

any Bambata sefflement,

Early ron Age sifes with evidence for shuctures
of long ferm occupation;

sites with evidence for polifical o social
hierarchies;

evidence of the oganization of metdl
production;

burdls withy evidence for soclal differentiation,
health and nuliition;

evidence for rade within and oulside of the
Zmbubwe cullure areq;

sites in areas that are under-resecqrched fo
build up the cullure-historical sequence;
specia-purpose sites such as rainmaking, cir-
cumelsion, mining, fumaces, catlle posts vs li-
ving sifes, salf making;

Blackburmn and Moor Park sites in KwaZulu-
MNatal;

well preserved  early Moloko sites  with
middens for evidence of diet and subsistence
or stfone walling;

any Zmbabwe-siyle stone walling should be
mapped in sufficient delddl to edlimate
factors such as population size and grain-bin
variability;

evidence for  contemporary  cultural
Inferaction, for exarmple between Khami and
Moloko,

sites with architectural stvles and information
on materials used for housing, even in the
recent past

avidence for the Infroduction of molze, eifher
direct or in the style of grindstones used;
sites with botanical remains of cultigens;
inforrmation on the distribution, size and cha-
racteristics of dolly-holes for gold mining;
evidence for fexiles or weaving In addition fo
spindle whotls;

evidence for games and contextual informa-
fon relating to them;

figurine caches and spatial relationships 1o
setiternents,

check stone outcrops near stfonewalled sifes
for engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and ssedling;
ships of shipfboat structures on land;
shipwreck survivor camps,

sites In the Inferior with nineteenth century
ceramics (RESUNACT Is preparing guidelines
for identification);

single occupation sites In urban environments
with deposits such as wells, cistferns and
depressions,

17" century or ecrly 18" century sifes in Cape
Town,

sites thot are connected with national and
infernational slave rade routes;

LSA sites with metal ferms such s bross
pution

oy

documentary and archival secrches should
be done before going Info the field;

sites that could inform on the effects of
mililary  forces  on indigenous  local
popuiations;

the symbolic significance of fexiiles, beads
and other terns imported by fraders;

sites with oral fraditions of sacred significance
- orctl Ristorles increase significance and are
therefore relevant fo archaeclogy;

historical graves need  sensitive  removdl
during mifigation and this is offen best done
In collaboration befween archaeclogists and
funeral specialists.
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