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SYNOPSIS

A Phase 2 Archaeological iImpact Assessment is not required.



AlM

The airm was 1o underfake a Phose 1 Archoeological Impact Assessment on approdmately 5 km ot
Marite, where o pipeline has been proposed, fo assess the impact of the proposed project in terms of
archoeclogical/Mistorical sites and features and to make recommendations. The fask was performed
ory Novermber 9, 1999,

METHOD

A survey of the enfire areg demarcated for development was done by an archoeclogist and one
assistont,

DESCRIPTION

The demarcated area was surveved. I falls mainly within an area that has been developed dlreadly and
as such has been disturbed. Roads had been eroded away. These dongas had been inspected for
signs of srafification, but none could be seen. No archaeological finds could be located. Neaither were
any archaeological features such as graves or middens encountered.

Alfhoug some pofsherds were seen, it was undiognostic (l.e undecorafed). Sorme of the residents in the
arec dlso still use fraditiondl pots. Complete as well as several broken pleces were withessed on the
prermises. There is diso siill an active potter who specialises inv plant containers and sorme sculptural work,
Her pots are represenfed in many of the households in the fown,

There are however some graves that need to be profected from development. Two are supplied with

n

modern gravestones, whilst the four or five others are fraditiondl stone cairns,

b



The graves are indicated on the map by a blue cross and yellow circle.,

INTERPRETATION & EVALUATION

The six/seven graves need o be protected,

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the above, it is recommended that a Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment would not
be required.

it would however be of the utmost importance that the archaeologist be notified once the digging
of freniches and other earth works are initiated, should any GRAVES and/or MIDDENS be encountered.

Please refer fo the aftached addenda.
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THE LAW

The National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969) protects dil palaeontological, archaeological and
historicadl sites and material older than 50 years. It is an offence to destroy, damage, alter, remove from
its orginal site, or excavate any such sife or material without o permit from the National Monurments
Councll. A person convicted of an offence in ferms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up to R10000
o two years imprisonment, or both. See Addendum 1 for exfracts frorm this act,

In ferms of the Enviionmental Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989) the hlegiated Ervironmendal
Management Plocedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies cerfain man-made areas ond features that
are listed as envdronments which must be Included in an envirionmental impact assessment report, These
include archaeological and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, buildings and sites of
religious, social and cultural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minimise the impact of development on archaeclogicd sites, and the impact of archaeological sites
on development projects, and to avoid costly delays if a site is discovered during the course of
construction work, it is important fo hire an archaeologist well in advance o survey the area. Itis
important that developers redlise that only qualified professional archaeologists should be emploved to
undertake survey work,

The developer is responsible for the costs involved in hiring an archaeologist to investigate the site.

Phase 1
The archaeologist hired to do the work will submit a phase 1 report.  On the basis of the
recommendetions and assessment of significance made in the report, a decision can be faken on how
the development may proceed. In most cases development will be able fo go ahead as planned after
fhe sifes have been recorded.

Phase 2
In some cases, mitigation In a Phase 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation or
collection of archaeclogical matericl. The purpose behind mitigation is fo sample the site so that the
evidence con be stored permanently in a museum where it can be consulted ot a later dafe for record
and reseqrch purposes.

Phose 3
More rarely, the site moy be so imporfant that it will wairant modification of the development in a Phase
3 programme. I this happens, the archaeologist, the National Monuments Council and the developer
con confer on the acfion to be token. I miay be possible fo incorporate an lron Age village into a green
belt in o housing scheme, or to modify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associoted rubbish dumps beneath a parking lof fo avoid destroying thermn completely.  Such
solufions are possible if the archaeclogist is consulted early enough in the planning process.

Permission for the developrnent to proceed can be given only once the National Monuments Council
is satisfied that steps have been taken to ensure that the archoeological sifes will not be damaged, or
that they have been adequately recorded and sampled.

If this chadn of action is followed, we stond a chance of saving something of our archaeclogical heritage
for fulure generations and of avoiding conflict between developers and cultural conservationists. The
National Monuments Council must ensure that the historical and cultural heritage of all South Afiicans
is protected. Careful planning can minimise the impact of archasological surveys on developrment
projects by selecting options that cause the least amount of inconvenience and delay.



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

12(2A) No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, alfer, remove from its original site
or export from the Republic -
any meteorite or fossil; or
any drawing or painting on sfone or a pelroglyph known or commonly believed
o have been executed by Bushmen; or
any drawing or painfing on stone or a pelroglyph known o commonly belleved
to have been executed by any other people who inhabited or visited the
Republic before the setfierment of the Europeans ot the Cape; or
any implerment, omament or shucture known or commonly believed to have
been made, used or erected by people referred 1o in paragraphs (b) and (c);
or
the anthropclogical or archaeological contents of graves, caves, rock shelters,
middens, shell mounds or other sifes used by such people; of
any other historical site*, archaeological o palaeontological finds, material or
object,

except under the authority of and in accordance with o permit issued under this section,

[* An “historical site” is defined as “ony identifiable building or part thereof, marker,
milestone, gravestone, landmark or fell older than 50 years.”]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities
for Contract Archaeology

SA3 (Soulhem African Association of Archaeologists) Biennial Conference
University of Venda, 10 July 1998

Janefte Decgcon
Nertional Monuments Council

Opportunifies for archaeological confract work will expand in southem Africa in the next few years. To
make the best of the opportunifies, medium-ferm (3-5 year) research and heritage conservation priorities
need fo be established as o matter of urgenicy in consultation with CRM practifioners, provincial anc
national herifage agencies and research archaeologists.  The following factors are relevant,

1. In South Afiica, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism published on & September
1997 its long-awaited List of Activities which may have a substantial defrimental effect on the
enviionment and the regulations regarding aciivities idenfified under Section 21{1) of the
Environment Conservation Act (No. 73 of 1989), These effectively make environmental impact
assessrments compulsory for the listed activities.

2. The Natfional Herfage Bill, designed fo replace the Nafional Monumenits Act in South Aflica, coame
before the Cabinet and Parliament in 1998, I could become law fiom T April 1999, Amongst other
innovations, It makes impact cssessments compulsory where historical, archaeological and
paiaeontological sites are affected by development but are not protected by other legisiation.
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In neighlbouring African countiies, the tfempo of confract work is also rising s new legislation and
requirernents of the World Bank are implemented.

It seerms widely accepted that CRM practifioners do mifigation fo rescue the research pofential of a site
which would otherwise be lost. The following kinds of sites were identified as belng worthy of mitigafion:

Stone Age / Hunter Gatherer
< any open air site with bone or other organic landscape - are they associated with river
maiterial; valleys, water sources or gucries?
« any cave or tock shelter with deposit; »  evidence for modernity in Middle Stone Age
«  rock paintings and rock engravings {record sites;
context as well as images); « sites with evidence for interaction between
«  quary sites with possibllities for core re-fitting; Stone Age and Iron Age or colonial people;
. long sequence sites; . Later Stone Age sites with. Bambata pottery;
«  coastal ond inland shell middens,; +  pastoral sites, especially in the Eastern Cape;
« ny sftes with Howiesons Poort, Stillbay or Rob-  « caches of ostiich eggshells or other ftlerms;
berg arfefacts; «  huniing blinds;
“ hurnan remains or buricls; «  evidence for exploifation of raw material sour-
«  fish frops; ces such as haemgatite or specularite.

. placement of Earlier Sfone Age sites in the



fron Age / Agricufturist

Sites that will help 1o clarify the ceramic se-
quence of the Early ron Age in the northem
and eastern regions of southerm Afiica,

any Barmbata sefflernent;

Early ron Age sftes with evidence for structures
of long term occupation;

sites with evidence for polifical o social
Herarchies;

evidence of the organizafion of metal
production:

buricls with evidence for social differentiction,
health and nuttition,

evidence for rade within ond outside of the
Zimbabwe culture areq;

sites in areas that are under-researched to
build up the culture-historical sequence;
special-purpose sites such ds rainmaking, cir-
cumcision, mining, fumaces, catfle posts vs li-
ving sites, saft making;

Blackbum and Moor Park sites in KwaZulu-
Mot

well preserved early Moloko sites  with
micidens for evidence of diet ond subsistence
or stfone walling;

any dmbabwe-style stone walling should be
mapped In sufficient detall to estimate
factors such as population size and grain-bin
variability;

evidence for  confermnporary  culfural
interaction, for exarmple between Khami and
Moloke,

sites with architectural styles and inforrmiation
on materials used for housing, even in the
recent post;

evidence for the introduction of maize, either
direct or in the style of grindstones used;

sifes with botanical remains of cultigens;
information on the distibution, size and cho-
racteristics of dolly-holes for gold mining;
evidence for fextlies or weaving in addifion to
spinclie whorls;

evidence for games and contextual informa-
fion relating o them;

figurine caches and spatial relationships to
setflements;

check stone outcrops necr stonewdadlled sites
for engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaling and sealing;
ships or ship/boat structures on land;
shipwreck survivor camps,

sites in the inferior with nineteenth century
ceramics (RESUNACT is preparing guidelines
for identification);

single occupation sites In urban environments
with deposits such as wells, clsterns and
depressions;

17% century or ecrly 18" century sites in Cape
Town;

sites thot are connected with natfional and
infernational slave frade routes;

LSA sites with metal iferns such as brass
buttons;

documentary and archival searches should
be done before going into the field;

sites that could inform on the effects of
military  forces  on  indigenous  local
popuiations;

the symbolic significance of texdiles, beads
and other termns imported by fraders;

sites with oral fradifions of sacred significance
- oral histories Increase sigrificance and are
therefore relevant fo archasology;

historical graves need sensifive removal
during mifigation and this is offen best done
in collaboration between archaeologists and
funeral specialists.



