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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This repert fulfils the requirements far a Heritags Impact Assessment (HIA) as provided for in
the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1898). The area that is proposed for
warghouse development was surveyed. With the exception of a site ass0¢i ?3 with one of
the independent African Churches, no significant heritage resources that will be affected by
the road works were identified.

PART 1: REPORT ON PROJECT EXECUTION

1.1 Background

This study and report is part of an environmental impact assessment for twcnqm@
warehouse development on the remainder of mc?mm 4 of the farm Brakfontein 398 JR |
Centurion. This warehouse site is situated in the corner formed E the Qld Samﬁmw?é
Road (R 101) and the intersection of the N 1, R 28 and N 14. Because this site is in an urban
area, it was assumied that it would impact on a number of heritage resources.

1.2 Legal context

This study constitutes a heritage impagt gssessment (HIA) &
impact azsessmeant requl wma for the upgrading and wmm e

Section 38 (1) and Section 38 mmw o) of the National Herltayg : :
g hertage impact assgssmant I8 ranuired hy m;% respansible h&ritage resources agency,
which, In this case, ig the Gauteng provincial heritage resourcés agency based in
Johannesburg

Tha purpose of this HIA is to alerd th lopericontractor and the provincial heritage
resources agency at me eartiest possible stage mg t existing and potential heritage
resources that may be affected by the proposed development, and to rgcommend grm@uwm%

moasuras aimod ot roducing amy Asgative pasls v e e iloge oo wes,

1.3 Terms of reference
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oawﬁwﬁx cC, a wmw‘wmm@ management consulting agency, was appointed by Rock
Environmentai Censulting to undertake a haritage impact assessment of the site and to
submit a report in this regard.

1.4 Btatus of this document

¢

This document constitutes the report required to submit to the envirenmental consultant, tho
developer or his/har agency and to the provincial heritage resources agenrcy the findings and
ensuing recommendations of a heritage impact assessment in terms of Section 38(3) ¢f the

act.
1.5 Project team

Tha heritage scoping was undertaken by Or R C de Jong (Principal Member of Cullmatrix
ccl, who is a qualified historian and heritage management spacialist, He is knowledgeabls
with the history of the Centurion area and participaled in a heritage survay In 2000

1.6 Method of work

« Perusal of 1:50 000 maps, other maps. Rock Environmantal Consulting provided the
consuliant with a small map of the affected area, showing the proposed warehouss
development

« Field trips on 21 and 27 March, during which the site was surveyed on in order to identify
sites of haritage significance

« Perusal of existing databases of heritage sites, Including the 2000 report cn the
Centurion heritage survey.

s+  Report.

1.7 Limitations’

No heritage information was obtained from any public participation/sccial impact

assessment processes.

®

PART 2: HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF HERITAGE RESOURCES IN AFFECTED AREA

2.1 Description of the area surveyed

in general terms, the southern Centurion area is typical Higriveld, 2 landscape characlersed
out by the Ristsprult,
nsembles of

by gently sloping plains, separaled by relatively deep valleys
Olifantsspruit, Hennops Rwer and smaller walercoursss. At places
large granite boulders, rocky outcrops and hillocks. Excep! whar
nacurred the plains are generally treciass. Clumpe of vegatation occur
hillecks, and the vegelalion is denser in the rivar valleys,
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Stong Age peopie, end 2 i e
as signs of occupation. Settlement by lron Age sommunties &

o rocky cutcrops. Clumps of trees often indicate the prassn ing
other structures, although nore which are of lren Age origin have been found,

White farmers, seitling in the area since the middie of the 184
landscape into a number of farms, which even today form the framework tor agricultural,
residential and other forms of development
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Many portions of the Centurion landscape are today covered by residential, industrial ang
commsrcial development, often engulfing and cbliterating farmsteads, graveyards and other
signs of earlier human occupation. However, these davelopments in themsalves are alsc a
part of our cuitural heritage.

2.2 Short history of the affected area

The history of human occupation of and settlement in the Centurion area. known 8o far, goes
back at least 150 000 years when groups of Early Stone Age people appeared periodically.
These people survived by manufacturing simple tools and weapons of stone, bona and
wood, which they used for hunting and gathering edible plants. No parmansnt settlement
took place and no Early Stone Age sites wers found during the HIA

Following the Early Stone Age, Midrand was the scene of the periodic occupation by Middle
and probably aiso by Late Stone age groups. Some of the local rock was suitable for
manufacturing stone artefacts. Settlement, which was only of a termporary nature, often
occurred at sheltered spots ciose to rivars.

Qceupation af Genturion by the first groups of Iron Age sattiars hagan some 1800 ynars agn
These people spoke Bantu languages, xept domesticated animals. grew crops and
manufactured pots and fron implements. Like the Stone Age people, they also hunted and
gathered edibla plants No Irnn Age sites or artefacts waere found.

In the 1820s the first white people appeared on the scene, hunters, traders, missionaries and
other travellers. Permanent occupation by whites began in the early 18405, when
Voortrekker farmers such as Rasmus Elardus Erasmus (1830-1881) established the farm
Brakfontein.

The original fArm Brakfontein 104 (now 3989 JR) was situated to the south of central Pretoria,
The original ownier of the farm was Rasmus Elardus Erasmus (1830-1891}, who settled there
in 1841 He most probably gave the farm this name after the brackish water in the Rietspruit
running through the western corer of the farm near Sunderiand Ridge. The battle of
Roothuiskraal was fought on the farm during December 1880 and February 1881.The Ben
Schoeman (N1) and N 14 freeways cut through the farm. Subuarbs such as Rooihuiskraal,
Heuwsloord and The Reeds wers established on the farm. The farm has been cut into
various sections by the Old Johannesburg Road (established in the 19" century) and the N 1,
R 28 and M 14 freaways of the lale 1970s and early 1980s.

PART 3: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 General remarks

With the exception of the site described below, no significant archagological and
historical sites, structures, buildings and objects were detected specifically in the area
parmarked far development. The proposed road devalopment will therefore not nagatively
impact on this area within the context of heritage consarvation. This is dus to the fact that the
arca hog already basp changad by Ruman interveantions such &8 adrulledl allivilivs, lhe
ilegal dumping of building rubble excavations and a small number of informal dwellings.
This does not mean that there are no such sites, structures, buildings ard objects at all It

 rd ;

can happen that they will only beceme visible when astual construction work begins.

We therefore recommend that;
L4
«  Construction work be monitored for the discovery of any archasological and historical
sites, structures and objects through excavation activities,
*  This recommenrdation must ba inclided in construction tender documents
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3.2 ldentified site
Place of religious gatherings

Location: Close to the Old Johanhesburg Road (it is visible from this road) near the fly-over
bridge at the N 14/N 1/ R 28 interchange. Co-ordinates § 25°52,779 E 28°09,702'
Jescription: Three-quarter circle of benches censtructed from rejected building materials
situated under a clump of trees

Discussion: This site is used for religious purposes and is of very racant origin.

Heritage significance: Associated with & particular religicus community (probably the 2CC or
one of the other Independent African Churches) for social, spiritual and cultural reasons. It is
not & unique site as there are thousands of similar places, and its heritage significance is
therefore low.

Significance of impact: High

Recommended management action: This site is of a type commonly found elsewhere in the
region and in other parts of South Africa, where members of independent African Churches
gathar on Sundays for religious worship. Although the heritage significance is low, the
existence of the site must be treated with respect. The developer must contact the persons

who gather here in order to negotiate an alternative place of wership, e g by relocating the

benches to another site. Once this has been done the site can be destroyed.
Legal requirements: None.

PART 4: INFORMATION SOURCES USED IN COMPILING THIS REPORT

CULTMATRIX CC, 2000, Erfanishestuur an toeristeroatas Final repul submitied to the
Centurion Town Couincil, June 2000

National Heritage Resources Act, No 25 of 1986
VAN DER WAAL, GM (ed), 2000, Pretoria Historical Dictionary, Aprit 1999 Unpublished
M\ :

report for the Preteria Cily Council, Decamber 2000. .
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