Mary Leslie - HIA.doc

Bram Fischerville Ext 7 - Heritage Impact Assessment
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DACFEL Reference Mumber:

Gawt 002/63%

Prolect Mome;

Brarm Fischerville Bxt 7 - Rond Leases Property Development

sle localion:

The proposed development s localed belween Sowelo and the Roodepoort
Central Business District on what used to be Duban Roodepoort Deep Mining Land.

it is approximately 397.2706 hain exent.

Magidedal or municipal district:

Western Metropolitan Councll Area / Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality.

Name and contact detalls of developer:

Rand Leases Properties Limited
PO Box 1

Horida

1710

Tel 011 837 7544
Fox 011 8301377

Nome and contact detalls of environmerndal consuliant:

Globecon Emvironmental Management Services
PO Box 11928

Erasrmuskioof

0048

Tel: O12 347 208}
Fo 0 012 347 2069

Name and contact detalls of owner If not the same as developer

IAL

Lote whenthe development was first mooted:

The proposed development is part of o gredler focus ared in which the first
development aready took place In 1997, The ElA opplication for the present
development was submitted In Jornuory 2001,

Daote of this report:

Blovernber 2001
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On instruction of the Director, Gauleng Department of Howsing and Landg Affairs the
development commenced during September 2001, This early commencement was
due to the urgent relocation of 1500 residents from Alexonder East Bank who wers
relocated from the Jukskel Flood Ploin,

Name and contact det

of specidlist used to compile any specialist reports

CRM Afiica oo
PO Box 12966
Hotfleld

28

Tel [012) 342 3062/3
Fox (012) 342 3066

Findings and recommendations:

This report represents the Hertoge Impact Assessment s part of the Scoping Report
for the development of Bram Fischenville Ext 7 between Soweto and the Roodepoort
Central Business Districh,

On 14 November 2001 a fool survey of the proposed development orea was
undertaken. During this survey only one site {condaining stone arfefacts) was found
and documented [refer Annaxure A for locdlity of site on map, as well as Annexure B
Figures 3-5)

Housing is one of the key needs in South Africa foday. It con therefore be envisaged
that the construction of o residential development consisting of some 6500 erven
stands is o much-needed development for the area.

INTROGDUCTION

CRM Africo co wos commissionad by Globecon Environmental Monagement to
vnderioke a Phase 1 Herlfage Impact Assessment of the areas fo be offected by the
construction of the proposed Bram Flscherville Bxd 7 residenticl development on the
Durban Roodepoort Deep Mining land between Soweto ond the Roodepoort
Central Busiriess District refer Annexure Al

This development consists of the establishment of o residential township consisting of
some 6500 erven stands and involves an areq of approxdmaotely 3972706 ha.

The ste 5 lorgely disturbed ond contains fegtures such os tracks, roads, failings
complexes, okd opencost areos, plpelines, reservolrs and power fines. The
construction activitles have already commenced, with approdmately half of the
proposed development site affected, This early commenceament in the construction
waos underfoken under the Instruction of the Director, Gouteng Depariment of
Housing ond Lond Alfals inan oltempt o accommodate the 1500 residents from
Alexandra Bost Bonk who had o be urgently relocated from the Juksksl Flood Plain,

Housing s seen as one of the key needs In Soulh Afdco today, oand as such the
proposed development of Brom Fischerdlie BExt 7 represents o much-nesded
clevelopment for the area.
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Bram Fischerville Ext 7 - Heritage Impact Assessment

METHODOLOGY

On Thursday 22 Februgry 2001 Globecon Environmenial Monagement Services
informed the South Afrcan Herlfage Resources Agency — Gauteng Branch obout
the development via fax, and asked for any objectives or comments regording the
proposed development.

On Monday 15 Oclober 2001 Globecon Environmenial Management Services sent
an emall 1o SAHRA - Gauteng enauiring about the necessity for o Phase 1 Herltage
Impact Assessment to be conducted in light of the disturbed nature of the proposed
development site,

During November 20017 CRM Afca co was commissioned by Globecon o
undertake o walkthrough of the proposed development site,

An archaeologst from CRM Alrico vislted the study area on Wednesday 14
November 2001, accompanied by M. Fonle Coelzee from Globecon, Mr. Coeslzes
indicated the development site to the CRM Africao archaeologist, affer which the
survey was undertaker,

The survey methodology consisted of g fool survey of the study area. As the
construction activities have already cormmenced [refer Annexure B Figure 1), and
due to the disturbed noture of some porlions of the site [Arnexure B Houre 20,
priority in the survey waos ploced on the more undisturbed areos.

The fool survey wos augmented with informal discussions with some local residents
s well as construction workers encountered during the walkthrough on sife.

FINDINGS
The survey revecied only one site.

SHe 1
260 111957 8
27 BV OA9E

Al leost two lithic arfifocts were observed on top of d heapr of excavated solf some
20 m from the edge of one of the two water pans stuated within the study area. As
these pieces were found on fop of the excovated soll, It con be assurmed that they
originated from the boltorm of the odiacent excavalion. This excavalion was
cporoximetely 1.6 m deep. As such It con be osumed that these arfifocts were
stucted ot o depth of approdmciely 1.6 m {refer Annexure B Ficares 3-5).

Some old mine shofls are locoled directly fo the north of the proposed
development area [refer Arneaxure B Fgure &), Although these ore sifualed oulside
the perimeter of the developrment site, they pose a thredl o the sofety of children
from the proposed residential unifs, and s such it hos been suggesied thal these
shiafts and workings must be flled up.

Informcd consultadion with local residents, corstruction workers efc. vielded no
further informaodion on archaeoiogicd o herfage resources from within the stucly
ared. The only information thal could be oblained wos the edsfence of an ok
cemeatery to the norh fond outside the perimeters) of the development site, The
Durbon Roodepoort Deep Mine is dludied fo the north of the dle, corsisting of
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buildings, mining towers ete. These are all situated outside the study area.

REQUIREMENTS

The few sites found during the field survey do not necessarily represent the full
herifage resource manifestalion of the areq. As such, whenever herifage material
such as archasdlogical fectures and oblects are uncovered during the course of
the development, It is imperative that on archaeologlst be contacted in order for
ritigation 1o toke ploce.

A number of oplions can be proposed on the way fo proceed regording Site 1.
These ore;

s The demarcation of o wide enough area surrounding the place where the
wotked stone pleces were found, and by so doing to Iry and minimize the
impoct of the development on the site.

« The second possibility would be for limited excavations to be undertaken in
order 1o obtain gs much information as possible before destruction of the site
tokes ploce. Once sufficient information is obltained, o destruction permit
must be obtained from SAHRA before destruction may foke place.

«  The third possibiiity would be for o destruction permit to be sued directly by
SAHRA without any further work being required,
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AMMEXURE A
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AMNEXURE B
FGURES
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Figure 1. View of study area,

ure 2, Some of the disturbance present within the study area.
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