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Settlement patterns and spatial features of Batswana
residential settlements

HISTORICAL AND ETHNOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

Contemporary evidence

Oral history

CONTEXTUALISING THE BANKEVELD: HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR
CONFLICT AND SUBJECTION

Historical ewvidence for conflict

Subjection, deprivation and destruction

Dislocados and altered settlement patterns

BUILDING FEATURES AND THE SPATIAL LAYOUT AND COMPOSITION OF
MMATSHETSHELE

Location
General spatial features

Building features

THE SPATIAL COMPONENTS OF SITE MMAOQOL

The Frontal Part (FP)
The Middle Part (MP)

The Upper Part (UP)
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1 INTRODUCTION

Archaeological research has been conducted in the Magaliesberg
valley and 1in the Central Bankeveld during the past three
decades. This research consists of surveys and extensive
excavations of Stone Age and Iron Age sites as well as of the
recording of rock art sites. This region, which, ecologically
speaking, is situated between the Highveld in the south and the
Bushveld in the north, has a rich archaeological heritage
comprised of remains dating from both the prehistoric and the
colonial periods of South Africa. These archaeological and
historical remains include:

* Stone Age sites which may be associated with the San people
and which date back thousands of years;

® Iron Age sites occupied by Bantu groups during the past two
millennia; and

® Remains dating from the previous century when the firs
colonists settled in various places to the north and the
west of the Magaliesberg.

Archaeological remains in this part of Gauteng and the North-
West therefore encompass a rich heritage which represents the
cultural historical record of most groups living in South Africa
today .

Magalies Water intends to build reservoirs on Mmatshetshele
Mountain on the farm Boschpoort (283JQ) in the Rustenburg
district of North-West. Prominent landmarks in close proximity
to this farm are the Pilanesberg to the north and the
Magaliesberg to the west. Mmatshetshele forms part of the range
of granite kopjes which are referred to in this study as Thaba
ea Nape. These kopjes separate the flats north of Rustenburg
from Marikana in the east.

The study area, considered from an archaeological and histerical
perspective, was part of the sphere of influence of the Bafokeng
who, for the past five centuries, occupied the divide between the
Magaliesberg in the west and Thaba ea Nape to the east. The maln
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2 THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL
REMAINS IN THE MAGALIESBERG AND THE BANKEVELD

2.1 Archaeological research and assessment studies in the
Bankeveld

During the last two decades, archaeological and historical
remains in the Magaliesberg and the Central Bankeveld of Gauteng
and the North-West have increasingly received the attention of
archaeologists. The author’s involvement with archaeological
research in the Bankeveld consists of:

s A long-term archaeological research project undertaken
between Onderstepcort and Rustenburg entitled: LIRS o)
Argeologiese Rekonstruksie van die Invlcedsfere, die

Geskiedenis en die Leefwyse van die Ystertydperk Sotho-
Tswana van Brits-Rustenburg (Mabyanamatshwaana) en die
Pilanesbergdistrikte van die Noordwes-Provinsie van Suid-
Afrika" (Pistorius 1997a). This project is sponsored by
Kelgran and Marlin (Kudu) Granite Mines and financial
support has also been received from Eskom and Highveld

Steel.
® Archaeclogical assessment studies for developers in the
Bankeveld (see Bibliography). These assessment studies and

the research project supplement each other and enable the
author to explain, conserve and promote, in wvarious ways
and with the help of lcocal communities, the archaeology and
history of this region.

2.1 Batswana domains and oral history in the Bankeveld

The Bankeveld is a narrow strip of land between the northern part
of South Africa and the centrally situated Highveld. This area
is roughly demarcated by Krugersdorp in the socuth, the Pienaars
River to the north, Bronkhorstspruit 1in the east and the
Pilanesberg to the west. This region can be divided into three
parallel ecozones, running from east to west, namely the
grassveld of the southern Highveld, the northerly Bushveld and
the Magaliesberg valley forming a central ecozone.

The central ecozone of the Bankeveld is covered by older grabbo
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Complex historical events occurred over a period of two centuries
(1600-1800 AD) and some are only very briefly outlined above.
The causes underlying the movements of these clans were political
and ecological: an increasing number of groups competed for
grazing, agricultural fields, minerals such as iron and copper
and trade routes to convey various commodities.

Trade developed rapidly between mega-centres (or dominant spheres
of influence) in the Bankeveld, but also between Batswana domains
and emerging chiefdoms elsewhere in the Transvaal, e.g. those of
the Bapedi (in Sekhukhuneland), the Bahuruthse (in the
Zeerust/Marico districts) and the Barolong/Bathlaping (in the
Northern Cape and in the far south of the North West on the route
to the Cape Colony). During the eighteenth century, trade took
on formiddable proportions as the Cape Colony (through middlemen

such as Griqua traders) bartered with the Batswana chiefdoms of
the interior.

These historical events were complex and are not fully recorded
in oral traditions or in any other records. They can therefore
only be unravelled by means of the methods and theory associated
with archaeological research.
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Conservation Act.

The new law will ensure community participation in the protection
of national heritage resources and will involve all three levels
of government 1in the management of the country’s national
heritage. The South African Heritage Agency (SAHA) will
establish and maintain a national policy, strategy plans and
standards for heritage resources management and will monitor the
system as a whole. Heritage authorities will assist and co-
operate with individuals and organisations concerned with the
study, the conservation and the promotion and utilization of
national heritage repurces. A newly established National
Heritage Resources Fund will provide financial assistance for
heritage projects.

[
S
LA

The Environment Conservation Act (Act No. 73 of 1989)

In addition, the Environment Conservation Act (Act No. 73 of
1989) makes provision for the drawing up of reports concerning
the impact on the environment of activities identified and
prohibited in terms of Sections 21 and 22 respectively. Such
reports must evaluate the impact development may have on the
natural and man-made environment, and including archaeological
sites.

Local and regional authorities (Town Councils, Regional
Governments and Regional Services Councils) also have regulations
requiring evaluation of the possible effects that rezoning and
development schemes may have on the environment, including the
cultural environment. These regulations must be studied to
ensure that they are implemented correctly.

3.2 The Phase II investigation of Mmatshetshele

In order to comply with the National Monuments Act and the
Environment Conservation Act, Magalies Water requires knowledge
0f the presence and of the significance of any archaeological or
historical remains which may occur on Mmatshetshele as such
remains could be affected by the intended construction of
reservoirs on this mountain. Such knowledge is essential to
allow pro-active measures to be taken with regard to any
significant archaeological or historical remains which may occur
in this area and which may be affected, damaged or destroyed by
the proposed development activities.

Consequently, the writer of this report was commissioned Dby
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4 MMATSHETSHELE, A SETTLEMENT OF A COMMUNITY DISPLACED IN THE
BANKEVELD

4.1 Introduction

The description of Site MMAOO1l and the hypothetical explanation
that Site MMAOO1l on Mmatshetshele Mountain near the Bospoortdam
north of Rustenburg was occupied by a refugee group or a
displaced group of people (dislocados), probably during the pre-
difagane and difagane wars in the Bankeveld, are based on:

. knowledge gained after years of field surveys and studies
of Batswana cultural remains in the Bankeveld;

® observations and records of the spatial features and the
limited presence of archaeological remains found on Site
MMAOQL;

® the absence of a specific settlement pattern and particular

types of archaeological remains and features associated
with Batswana residential sites (metse) ;

» predicted explanatory evidence consisting of criteria and
features associated with the settlements of refugees or of
displaced people in the Bankeveld; and

® supplementary evidence consisting of ethnographic and
historical evidence which describes instances of conflicrt,
the way of life and the settlement patterns of dislocados
during the pre-difagane and the difagane periods in the
Bankeveld.

The description of Site MMAQOl is based on empirically observed
and recorded archaeological remains found on this settlement
site. This data set consists of the spatial features and the
gspatial composition of Site MMAOO1l as well as the noticeable
absence of the general types of archaeological material narmally
found on Batswana residential sites.

The hypothetical explanatory model presented for the settlement
is based on the integration of the archaeoclogical, the
ethnographic (historical) and the predicted explanatory evidence.
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Site MMAOOl is poorly preserved. The site’s location against the
slope of the mountain 1is not conducive to it’s protection an
preservation. The site is slowly disintegrating due to erosion,
which is most noticeable on the Middle Part (MP) of the site.
Erosion 1is largely responsible for the collapse of the site’s
retaining (terrace) walls and of the elevated platforms or hut
foundations.

4.3 Problems in interpreting Site MMAOO1

It is not clear whether Site MMAOOl was occupied by a Batswana
community consisting of men, women and children or whether the
site was occupied by a mixed Batswana and Matabele community
consisting of men, women and children. Historical descriptions
mention settlements with mixed populations during the Matabele’s
siege of the Bankeveld between 1827 to 1832, but they also
mention cattle stations occupied only by young men or settlements
utilized for specific economic subsistence patterns such as
agricultural towns.

The Batswana chiefdoms of the Bankeveld, during and before the
difagane wars, must have been characterised by various types of
specialised settlements and not only by common residential

villages (metse). Settlements occupied by dislocados displaced
during the pre-difagane and difagane wars therefore represent one
of these types of specialised settlements. Other specialised

settlements which probably existed were:

® ceremonial centres such as rain-making sites;
® initiation sites for boys and girls situated some distance
from residential sites; and sites where traders rested

during long journeys.

. metal working (smelting and forging) sites;
s military or regimental wvillages; and
® cattle stations.

With the exception of a Matabele residential and military town,
no other types of specialised settlements have as yet been
studied in the Bankeveld (Pistorius 1997c, 1997d).

Finding an explanation for the meaning and significance of Site
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past. According to Mdkgatle (1971:16) these clans were one
tribe before they separated at Mogoase to the north of
Rustenburg and Marikana. Mmatshetshele is located in close
proximity of the settlements Maile (Mahle, Mallé) and
Makgope which seem to be associated with either or both the
Bakwena Baphalane and the Bakwena Bamdgdpa.

. Only one historical reference could be found for the name
"Mmatshetshele". (This is discussed below) .

Archaeological finds and features which gave Site MMAQOl a
Barswana identity were the following:

® A limited number of pot sherds which can be related to the
Batswana (with perhaps one exception).

® Refugee settlements were built during abnormal times. The
site’s geographical location, against the slope of a
mountain, therefore complies with conditions which reflect
the lack of tranquillity associated with conflict and
unrest. Periods of stress did not allow a "culturally
fixed" spatial patterning to be used. Refugee settlements
may also have been occupied by peoples that did not
necessarily share identical cultural backgrounds or similar
settlement styles.

o The techniques employed to build the stone walls of the
settlement and certain features (e.g the best preserved
dwellings in the settlement) compare favourably with

building techniques occurring on Batswana settlements sites
in the Bankeveld.

An archaeclogical site which has remained intact near
Mmatshetshele was Site MMA002, which is situated on top of the
mountain and not 1in close proximity to Site MMAOOL. This
settlement, however, is minute in size in comparison with Site
MMAOOl. Its exceptionally high spatial location also supports
the interpretation that this site and Site MMAQOl were refugee
sites. Site MMAOO3, which is only represented by a prominent
wall running down the southern slope of Mmatashetshele, also has
a high spatial location. This settlement probably also extended
to the base of the mountain. The lower part of the site,
however, has been destroyed by the dam building cperations.



jo Aatoned syl Ag paaocad sem STYL) ‘Spoylsw Burljep 33InTosge
UaTM pa3ep g ued yoIym TeIxsjew Tedtboroseyoae Aue =iniesd
Jou pPIp SjuawaT332s 23bniax ‘SdualsSTIX® JIOUS IT3U] 01 ang ®

- Awouoane
112yl pu23ia3p 031 pPey pue JIem JO 33e3S B UT 3I=am paasanbuod
124 Jou 2313 3Byl 3S0yUl STIYs ‘2pIY 031 =AY 10U PIP
sdnoxb pajoslgns syl -padfolus sdnoxb sartioadssx syl yoTum
wopaail JOo 32x1bsp 22Ul p21ida[I=I SDUlISIIIP STIUL *(ZV6T
STTeM pue uojybney ‘zyg8T 2IeIIOW Q8T =2seBUD) Awsus 3yl
woIl USPPTY 10U 3ax3am ‘baingusisny Iesu §331] pPLIITEUUT 2yl
SB Uons ‘S3juswaTillads IBYI0 ‘TZeNITIZW WOIJ PTIY SOPBIOTSIP
ruRMSIEg  2I2UM WOOIJISIDYSYIOod JIBSU  S3ABD  puUBRIsSIED 3yl
SE UOnsS ‘M3TA WOXJ USPPIY 29 APw S3]1T1S 93bnJysI swos 23TTUM s

"UTEIUNOW
213 Jo sadoTs 3saybIy 2yl UO SISI[2YS 2 [gepPU3I3P PUER SI3INOX
adensa snoxswnu psiajjo ‘2buex adeny ez egeyl 3yl UT 1saybIy
Syl JO 3U0 ST YDTUm ‘ST9YSIBYUSIBWN SE yodns ‘sutejunow ybIH
‘suebeyre =2yl butanp psasnbuoo asasu sasm OYJIOS UINOS BY3J
JEY] P3INsus 93e3s s5914 sbuex( 2yl pue oylossT UT eIaAU0YSS
pue  Usayson JO $8552313I0J UTIBjUNOwW  Sul "MBTA  WOIJ
UappIyY 3Ie YOTUM pue Awsus 3yl 03 3TCISS3IDIB J0oU aIe yoTusm
‘A{TsSea pspuajsap 2 ued YOTUYs SaI1s ITgrssaoddeur ‘uybry

se yons ‘suotiedo] (erieds snbrun sary sjuswsT3ialss ssbnjisy N
* uQuUIOoD

213 S3de33e pajorpaxdun pue pajxoaoxdun usppns ‘sS3wtl

299yl burtaing - 30TITJUOCD SSUSJUT JO SawTl burtanp pur sSwIa

j0 spotaad 3acoys 1ol patdnooo ATuUuo axsm SjuswaTii=s =23bnjisy e

:§8INJeaJ pue BTIa83TAD BuTmMOTTOI 8yl Ag pPaSIILIADBIRUD

=q Aew s23Ts @S3bnjsa ‘Isasmoy Teasusb ug ‘adA3 zernorjxed
P I0J I3JITP PINOCD ‘Isa2amMoy ‘YoTym ‘e1as3TIO  uUIRlIIID  Ag
pPasTialoeIRyD SIB S$51TIS pasITerd=ds " (dL66T 'BPL6GT SNTIOASTF)

prasajueg =Yyl UTI p2alpnis ussaq usaq 194 Se 2ARPY SJ1USWST133S
pastietoads Jo sadA3 asyac syl 3Jo suocu ‘S3TS BuTr3Tsws uoIl
ue pue siscd paenb ‘ (epueyxT) SIUSWSTIIDS AIeIT[IW pue (pbupjpwe
TSTWT 'ISTWT) TRTIUSPISSI JO pascdwod sem ynTtym xXsTdwed sbelita
ST2gele e 3Jo uotidsdoxs 9yl YaITM ‘preasdueg 2yl UT pPSISTXS
gARUy I3ISnuw SjuswaT3313s pasTtTetoads jo sadAl jusasIIIg "8§37TS
Jo Azobsied pasTIeTIoads B pPSISPISUCD 3 UBD SjuswsSTl113S 33bnisy

sjusweT3ljles 296NI9I I0J S9INJEIJ PUBR BTIISJITID Pal3DIpaxd % ¥

LT



18

archaeological remains from the Matabele village complex.
The complex had limited cultural remains, no middens and no
other archaeoclogical deposits. The complex was probably
occupied for no longer than fifteen years (c.1825-1840)
[Pistorius 1997c, 1997d]).

Very little archaeological material is found in refugee
settlements. These settlements have left no deposits or
middens. The remains of pots and other utensils which
require tedious and meticulous manufacturing processes are
not normally found on these sites.

Refugee sites occupied for several years developed into
more stable residential wunits. The Matabele wvillage
complex north of Rustenburg is a case in point. Using
diachronic evidence derived from ethnographic data, it was
possible to explain how an umuzi (residential site) could
develop out of a military kraal (ikhanda). Nkulumane’s
burial in Phokeng also demonstrated that Matabele warriors
and Batswana (Bafokeng) residents, in a relatively short
period of time, had intermarried (Pisteorius 1997c¢,1997d) .

Refugee settlements are not associated with all the
domestic activities which used to occur in the residential
settlements (metse) of the Batswana. Such activities
included stock herding and agricultural pursuits. Refugee
settlements therefore did not have stock enclosures or open
fields where crops could be planted. This, however, does
not imply that storage structures or utensils needed for
the preparation of plant foods (e.g. upper and lower
grinding stones) had to be absent on refugee sites.

Refugee settlements often do not have any clear ground
plans or any logic spatial compositions such as those which
have been identified in Bakwena and Bakgatla settlements
near Rustenburg and Brits in the Bankeveld (see below)
(Pistorius 1992, 1994, 1995).

Refugee sites are not always located close to permanent
sources of water such as rivers or streams. Fountains and
streams were abundant in the granite hills of the Bankeveld
in the past, and would suffice to meet the needs of the
refugees.

The granite hills of the Bankeveld offer a habitat to a
large number of tree species which bear edible fruits, such
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patterns of Bakgatla villages did not have the same cohesive
nature that Bakwena villages had. Bakgatla villages were, 1in
some instances, located on higher ground but still against the
lower contour lines and against the softer slopes of hills.

The micro settlement patterns of both Bakwena and Bakgatla
villages were marked by outer scalloped walls which housed
numerous related family groups (masika) and which encircled a
varying number of kraal complexes. Bakwena dikgoroc were
characterised by "the Bakwena spatial nexus" which describes a
spatial relation between a main dwelling, a principal cattle
kraal and a courtyard. Bakgatla (or Bapedi) dikgoreo, however,
were characterised by the letlatswa which consisted of a main
entrance, a court (kgotla), a kgorong and a cattle kraal
(Pistorius 1992, 1994, 1995a). Both Bakwena and Bakgatla
villages therefore had clear interpretable spatial features and

compositions which could be related to Bakwena and Bakgatla
ethnography .
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The only available historical reference to the name "Matsetsele"
was found in the history of one of rulers of the Bakwena
Bambégbpa, namely Tsoku, who had a regiment called "Matsetsele”
(or "the old men"). It is not clear at present whether this
regiment was associated with Mmatshetshele Mountain. The history
of Tsoku is summarised below (Breutz 1953:84-86).

Ditswe Tlowodi became chief of the Bakwena Bamdgdpa during the
first half of the eighteenth century. He had three sons, namely
More Motsile, Kau-a-Tlowodi and Tsoku. Tsoku was the son of the
head wife but he was only born after Tlowodi’s death. His
uncle, Mooketsi, consequently acted as regent for the tribe.
When he became too old to rule he handed over the chieftainship
to More as Tsoku was still too young to rule. "More is said to
have been a mighty chief who ruled the tribe very well" (Breutz
1953:85) . During More’s rule the tribe was continually fighting
against the Bapd and the Bakgatla. More brought up Tsoku with
his own son Segwati. They were circumcised together and More
provided both with wives, and Tsoku also received a regiment
called "Matsetsele" ("old men").

When Tsoku was o0ld enough to rule, More presented him with the
chief’s regalia, consisting of a spear, an axe and the horn which
contains the chief’s ointment. More and his followers moved away
and Tsoku became chief of the section of the Bamégopa who had
remained with his uncle Mooketsi. His military leader was his
uncle, Tsikane More, who was killed in battle against the Bapd.

It is said that Tsoku became a ruthless, cruel and arrogant ruler
who estranged many of his subjects. Large numbers of his
followers broke away from his rule. Only a few of his brothers
remained behind. In time, however, they also left Tsoku to join
More due to their fear of attacks from the Bapd.

Tsoku fought several battles against the Bapd about cattle.
Tsoku eventually went to live under the Kgatla chief, Mmusi a
Tanaga. He married a Kgatla woman in order to become the son-in-
law of the chief. "While Tsoku and his regiment, Matsetsele,
were celebrating the wedding, Mmusi ordered a regiment to burn
Tsoku’s kraal and seize all his cattle...." (Breutz 1953:86).
Tsoku and his remaining followers crossed the Apies River and
sought refuge with More. Eventually he was killed by More and
Segwati for all his misdeeds. More was recognised as chief and
recurned to the Mabyanamatshwaana hills during the last quarter
of the eighteenth century.



ruemsieg 383yl uo Tpadeg Syl JO NINYSTEW JO SHOBIIE 3Y] pPapnIouT
10 panuasaxda: 9ARYy OSTE ' (88-L8:€S6T) zinsxig o3 BUIDJQQQQ
‘Aew edobouweg rvuamieg pue gdeg ‘busiojeg syl uo $zZgT ©3 8IET woxJ
potaad syl butanp swtl swos praasxueg ay3l jo sixed uxailses ayl
woIl sgeaseg pue [(J) oyMeTu3leg] odxeweqg ‘surTisToweg ‘egnpesyeg
‘eTaebyeg syl JO BUTISTSUOD 225I0J PaUTqWOD abaeT e JO SyDEIIL UL
‘sanoqubTtasu epuemsieg IT9Y3 UO SYOBJIJR 8S2YI JO UOTIDST[OD21 OU
saey ‘bisqsatTebel Syl JO 31Sam ‘BuesMOTON TelTded ITaYI UT PIATT
oym NRIrWeg PUPsSOowWTpowRg rusmieg 2Ul pue bisgsaueTTd 243 UT PeATT
oym eToJebyebeg eT1iebyeg 3yl sSsneodsq ‘praassueg syl Jo saized
STPRPIW 243 PUR UI=23Sam 3l 03 pP230TIJSaI Uszg 24ABRY C3J WHIS SIEM
9SaYL " (ZEL'LB6T ©Z3I20D) ,UOTIUSIIER S, IIPNEIBW B yixom burtyjou
Y3iTs 3337 u=a=aq pey AdylL, GZ8T PUB $ZQT Ul S3pPIOY S,3UEMITAas
Aq paxoeale Jou a219m sdnoab ssayl jeyl ATraeay os psaspuntd usaq
pey Asyl -Sueld euemsieg 5Ss5y3l JO 3ITT 2yl paidnisIip A[s53I248S
siem auebeyrp-21d 953yl -"$zZ8T Pue ¢£zgTl butanp edoboweqg rvusmied
auy3 pue odeg =yl ‘buaiojeg 9yl uo sxoe3jje juanbasqns pue tpadeg
BYUl JO UOTIUSAISIUT SUl 03 peal buajyojed =2yl Jo (euembugbiewy)
232yl pue 323boN usamiIsq pPnaJ UOTISSAd0INS  BYL *ssousnbasuod
purtyoesx-1e3 pey soarbbniis ssay3l pue ‘Aep 3yl JO I9pIo Byl
1B OSTe a1am UTY Teuisied usamisq s=21bbniis TedI3TTOod  SnoIswnu
aTam plsaayuedg =yl ur sdnoxb evuemsied JUSISIITP UIamlag sIepm

"(Z€B8T-LZBT D) pI=a2jueg 3yl JO TOIJUCD [[NJ UT 3IaM aTagelen ayl
usym potiad aupbeIyIp ayl 03 DUR pI=aaayueqg U3l UTI aT=aqeiel ayl Jo
TeATIIR 3U] 23epaxd yotym siem suebezrp-sad 031 13331 03 aTgissod
2I0JaIxayl ST AT "2[8geiel a8yl JOo TeaATiIe a8yl 2IJ0I2g SwopIaTyd
rPuEMSIEg TEIJUSNTIUT paus)essm saY PINOD YOTum pue auebeip
3yl poapassxd yosTym pIaasdxueg SU3 UT SIEM pUR SIDTTIUOD I2Yylo
SNoOIsWNU UOTIUSW OSTE ‘IsA8MOy ’'SJUNOD2F TROTIOISTH "adasjon
Jo eT3lebydeg =yj pue boN JO Husdojeg Syl SB UYONS SUBTD woij
souelsSTSaI Jaw ATUO pue sSIiedA Om] UTYITM pI=aadiueqg syl pazsnbuod
aTagelen Sl "G€8T TTIUN ISSM-YJIoN 2yl pue buaines; Aepol ST
Jeys Jo Jaxed STYUJ UT PSUTEWSI PUBR LZ8T JO I2JUTA 2U] UT DPISASHUBRH
2YJ paI23us ' (29-65:8L6T) U2SSNWSEY 03 DurpIodde ‘Oym ‘TZEMITIZN
JO 21=2geirn a8yl Aq pasned uoTioniIlsap a3yl o3 Arsbaer pIingriiae
g uepD pIIAduUEg SUJl UT SWOpPISTYD euessieg JO SSTWSP 3YL

3DTTIUOD IOF S2DUSPTAD TEOTIOISTH T 9

NOILODACdNS ANV LOITANOD
404 HONIAIAZ fIYDI¥OLSIH ‘dTHAHANYE HHIL DNISITYALXALNOOD 9

€%



24

chiefdoms.

After the Bapedi’s attack on the Bafokeng (1823-1824) the
Bammatau regularly conducted cattle raids on the weaksened
Bafokeng. Théthe, chief of the Bafokeng, warned Nkotswé, son of
chief Kgasocane, to refrain from these cattle raids. Nkotswé
ignored these warnings and was subsequently killed by men from
a village called Malomégo, south of Phokeng and north of
Rustenburg. It is possible that this place may refer to the same
people (Matlhomegd) with whom the Baramanaméla clashed. The
geographic location of Malomégo, "... roughly at the point where
the present tarmac road to Phokeng turns north, about eight
kilometers west of Rustenburg ..." (Coertze 1987:33) corresponds
with the general geographic location of the Matabele village
recently discovered north of Rustenburg (Pistorius 1997c¢,19974d) .

Conflicts also occurred west of the Magaliesberg between the
chiefdoms of the Bamodimosana Bammatau and the Bamodimosana
Baramanaméla. The oral history of the Baramanaméla in particular
refers to three successive wars during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century and thus to the period before the arrival of
the Matabele in the Bankeveld. The first war consisted of a
clash with the Batldkwa of Mantatisi in 1823-1824, the second of
a war with the Matlhdmegd and the third of a battle with Ratsébé
(Breutz 1953; Pistorius 1996a). The raids of Mantatisi‘s
Batldkwa are not recalled by the Bammatau and it is doubtful if
they ever occurred (see Kriel 1976:56-60). Clashes between the
Batldkwa who lived in the Matlapynsberg north of Bditsemagand,
the capital of the Baramanaméla, however, seem to be a
possibility, especially one considers the fact that the domains
of these two groups are 1in close proximity and that
transgressions of borders could have exacerbated such conflicts.

The role of Ratsébé as one of the renegades (or war lords)
during the difagane period, and earlier further south in the Vaal
River region, is of particular interest with regard to conflict
in the western parts of the Bankeveld. Ratsébé was a ruler of
the Phuti and he was captured by Mzilikazi near the Vaal River
in 1823. He served under Mzilikazi and commanded a captured
group of Sotho/Tswana. He broke away from the Matabele in 1831
when the Griqua attacked the Matabele. He was pursued by the
Matabele into Bamangwato and Shona territory in Botswana and
Zimbabawe (Rasmussen 1978:76-77). The conflict between the
Bamodimosana Baramanaméla, who lived west of the Magaliesberg in
their capital Bditsémagano, and "Ratsébé" in c.1825 (see Breutz
1953:430) can therefore be linked with the aggressive intentions
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Batswana were maltreated, they had to abuse themselves and were
degraded by their conquerers. Any form of recalcitrance was
severely punished, even by death. Batswana men in particular
wore the clothing of their Matabele masters (Lye 1975:265).

On his way to the north, Smith noted several villages of "poor
Bechuana". "They appeared ... to be most miserable and in poor
spirits." He saw them as being abused by the Matabele and
complained that they "are ordered about like dogs and if they
wish any peace of favour they are necessitated to supplicate
young Matabeli (sic) in an almost humiliating manner, to exhibit
the most supplicating looks, employ the most humilating gestures
and give utterances to the most endearing and at the same time
most submissive expressions such as ‘Baba kosi’...." If any
Matabele cattle in the care of the Batswana "should become sick
or die, they were accused of bewitching them, and they would be
tried and killed" (Lye 1975:264).

Although the part of the country through which Smith travelled,
roughly near the confluence of the Marico and the Crocodile
Rivers, was not occupied by the Matabele, they "patrolled the
countryside in raiding parties, sometimes killing the occupants
of the land, other times just taking their karosses, beads,
assegais, and other valuables" (Lye 1975:265). The Batswana were
not allowed to keep any meat, even if it was already cooked, for
themselves. When the Batswana hunted animals, the meat was
either dried in the veld or sneaked to their homes where it was
cooked at night. "Even the poor Tswana, who had no property,
could be freely commanded to become herders for the Ndebele" (Lye
1975:264) .

The subjection of Batswana groups did not only occur through
direct confrontation or battle. According to Andrew Smith,
Mzilikazi wused cunning strategy and sometimes subjected the
Batswana through a ruse. The Matabele would normally move into
the proximity of a Batswana village and live in friendship with
the latter group. When the Batswana were at ease, the Matabele
would, under cover Oof the darkness of night, surround the village
and attack ics inhabitants at dawn when they were not yet fully
alert. The old men and women were moved away while the young men
and women would be integrated with the Matabele (Lye 1%75:265).

Mzilikazi’s conquests were also described by Moffat, who
highlighted the cunning and tyrannical nature of the despot: "...
in the first instance [the Matabele] generally cultivating
acquaintances and intercourse, then familiarity followed Dby
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populations. When Smith approached the Magaliesberg from the
west 1in June 1835, he trekked either through the Elands River
valley or along the Roosspruit. He noted: "[hlere and there
towards the base of the slope the dormitories of the cattle and
the persons entrusted with their keepings were observed. The
latter at some of these were entirely of the conquered natives,
at others they were partly of the vanquished tribes and partly
of the Zooloo (sic)" (Lye 1975:244).

Some settlements were not comprised of both genders, while others
contained women and children. At some settlements, crops were
- planted and stock was herded, while other settlements only served
as cattle stations or as agricultural centres. John Burrow, who
trekked with Smith, but who departed with other members of
Smith’s party on a seperate excursion, visited a settlement with
a mixed population on 20 July 1835: "This kraal was situated
close under (sic) a hill, and cornfields extended almost as far
as the eye could reach. The inhabitants were mixed and under an
inferior Toonah, ... and immediately upon his entering the kraal
men, women and children came flocking around us with milk for
sale; and in the morning abundance of cows and goats were seen
being driven off to the hills" (Kirby 1971:59).

The Matabele’s influence on the cultural life and the settlement
patterns o©of the Batswana was enhanced by the fact that they
remained in the North-West for approximately ten years. They did
not annihilate the Batswana, as they needed them to maintain
their comfortable parasitic lifestyle. The Bakwena Bamdgopa
planted tobacco for the Matabele (Lye 1975:259), while the
Bakgatla (Bapedi) built at least one of their wvillages, namely
Emhlalandlela (Arbousset and Daumas 1968:186) . The Bakgatla also
manufactured iron implements, most probably for the Matabele
(Pistorius 1995a; Pistorius & Steyn 1995).

Other settlements used specifically for the economic subsistence
of the Matabele were sites where crops were planted and where
stock was kept. Burrow described a part of the Bankeveld where
corn was planted for the Matabele: "The part of Masulikatzi’'s
(sic) country we were now in appeared to be cornfields. Every
piece of land thus sown was enclosed in a hedge of the Camel
doorn [Kameeldoring], and was generally guarded by six or seven
of these watch huts I have before mentioned" (Kirby 1971:60).
Burrow also observed large numbers of cattle stations occupied
only by young men in this part of the Bankeveld (op cit p. 59).

Refugee settlements may have been quite abundant in the granite
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and probably occurred in the Elands River valley, west of the

Magaliesberg and en route to where the Ngwaritsi and Elands
Rivers join.

At one of these villages, Andrew Smith reported that "we found
no cattle and comparatively 1little for the support of its
inhabitants. The situation was either not suited for cattle or
the Zooloo (sic) king did not regard the Mariutsi to be trusted
with them for they were not employed as herdsmen. They trusted
to the spontaneous production of the soil for subsistence and
partly to the raising of corn, millet and pumpkins which they
raised in situations adapted to agriculture" (Lye 1975:246).
Moffat noticed large quantities of bones and horns of animals
killed by the inhabitants for food discarded in a central open
space in the settlement (Wallis 1945:7).

It seems as if the general ground plans and spatial compositions
of these refugee settlements consisted of cone-shaped dwellings
constructed with lath frameworks and covered with grass. These
dwellings were built on pole constructions arranged in a circle.
These villages were surrounded by outer circular wooden stockades
while the houses encircled central open spaces where waste was
discarded. The occupants of such a village would sit in the
shade of the raised dwellings by day and in the night they would
ascend to the dwellings with the aid of the forked branches of
a tree. These settlements were all located on level ground. The
architecture of the houses of these villages may be derived from
Matabele types of dwellings. According to Burrow (Kirby 1971:53)
the Matabele "have in all their corn gardens similar houses, but
smaller, in which a sentry is placed in the daytime to keep the
birds coff, and in the night wolves, which tread down the corn.
These pole houses are all enclosed in a kraal like the others,
but they never come down if they can avoid it at night, as the
lion will sometimes lie in wait the whole night and only walk off
at daylight".
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plateau the site ascends the eastern slope of the neck. This is
the highest part of the site and this area lies at a right angle
to the part on the northern slope of the mountain. The site’s
general appearance can therefore be described as long and narrow
and spread over part of the foot, the slope and the top of the
mountain.

The spatial composition and layout of Site MMAQOOl can be divided
into four spatial units or components, namely:

® a Frontal Part (FP) which is situated on level ground.

This part of the site also has an extension, namely the
Frontal Part extension (FP-ext).

® a Middle Part (MP) which is situated in the ravine and on
the northern slope of the mountain. This part of the site
has two extensions, namely an extension to the west (MP-ext
west) and an extension to the east (MP-ext east). The
extension to the east has not yet been surveyed and is
therefore not visible on the ground plan. Its spatial
position, however, 1s indicated on the ground plan of the
site,

. an Upper Part (UP) consisting of the small plateau in the
neck of the mountain (UP-plat) and the higher component
which 1s located against the slope and which is an
extension of the plateau (UP-slope).

The Middle Part (MP) of the site is joined with the Frontal Part
(FP) on level ground with an elaborate constructed stone paved
foot path. The junction between the Middle Part (MP) and the
Upper Part (UP) of the site consists of a slope which is part of
the natural slope of the mountain.

It seems as if the UP with its two well-preserved dwellings
contained the high-status dwellings of Site MMA0OO1l. The MP of
rthe site represents the largest component of the site and
probably housed the largest part of the community.

7.3 Building features

The MP of Site MMAQO1l was literally cut into the ravine on the
northern slope of Mmatshetshele Mountain. The UP slope component
and the MP extensions (west and east) of the site were, however,
constructed with a minimum of effort. The FP exhibited a similar
building technique as the MP but was used on a smaller scale due
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The UP-slope component also exhibits the cut and back-fill
building technique. Here it is not as noticeable as on the MP
of the site. The levelling of the plateau’s surface, the
building of the first level of terraces against the slope and the
construction of the defense wall of this component, however, was
done with great effort and commitment. The two most prominent
terraces on the lower part of the UP-slope are associated with
the ruling élite of the settlement. These two platforms had the
best-preserved dwelling remains on Site MMAOOL.

The terraces (or platforms) at all levels of the site, with the
exception of the FP with its level surface and wide open spaces,
were connected with a network of paths which are particularly

noticeable in the MP. Paths were also established between the
more haphazard and isolated terraces on the UP-slope and MP-ext
(west) components. These paths, however, are not as well-

established or wvisible as those in the MP of the site.

Isolated granite boulders and knolls were functionally
incorporated into the settlement. They were utilized as part of
retaining walls or as part of dwelling niches, particularly in
the UP-slope and the MP-ext (east) of the site. The knolls could
aleo be utilized as guard posts and their crevices were used as
storage places for water and other commodities.

On the basis of the building techniques employed on Site MMA0O1,
at least four types of dwellings can be distinguished, namely:

. rudimentary dwelling niches built on the UP-slope and the
MP-ext (east) of the site;

® dwellings represented by c¢ircular, upright foundation
stones on the two lowest levels of the UP-slope component
of the site (these dwellings are associated with the ruling
élite and are the best preserved dwellings on the site);

® dwellings built on the descending terraces of the MP of the
site (these dwellings were, however, badly ruined due to
their location against the slope of the mountain;

consequently wvery little could be established about their
features); and

* dwellings with circular stone foundations raised on soil
platforms in the FP.
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kernels or with the crushing of iron ore [Pistorius 1989,

13895al);

® three short retaining walls which gradually descend as
platforms onto the more level part of the FP of the site;
and

® only one lower grinding stone found on Site MMAOO1l on the

lowest of these three platforms. Lower and upper grinding
stones were numerous in the damaged parts of the stone
walled site which existed at the foot of Mmatshetshele.

The FP has an extension in the form of two platforms. These two
units are the newest additions to Site MMAOQl1 and are both
located against a steeper slope of the mountain than the FP
itself. These roughly circular enclosures consist of low stcne
walls whose inner surfaces were levelled to form platforms,
similar to the MP of the site. Several circular foundations,
approximately one metre in diameter and consisting of low stone
walls, are noticeable on these platforms. These hut foundations
were built off-centre and between or as part of the retaining
walls of the terraces. The remaining larger parts of the
terraces were therefore probably unused. This arrangement
resembles the placement of structures which have been interpreted
as dwellings on platforms cof the MP of the site.

2.2 The Middle Part (MP)

The MP of Site MMAQO1l consists of six levels of terraces builg
with heavy, prominent retaining walls. These walls, however, are

extremely dilapidated. Dwellings were constructed on these
platforms. These dwellings comprised circular foundations,
approximately one metre in diameter, built at one end of such a
platform. All these dwellings are in a poor state of

preservation and little could be established about their original
appearance.

It seems that these dwellings were built with perishable
materials as no remains of clay (for the walls) were found in any
part of the settlement. Only the remains of some of the houses’
foundations, which perhaps consisted of circular stone lines, are
still very vaguely recognisable. It seems as 1f the walls of
these living quarters were definitely not built with clay.

The flat surface of a granite knoll at the western end of the MP
was transformed into a living platform and was subsequently
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9 THE ABSENCE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS ON SITE MMAQOL

Archaeoclogical material remains on the site are limited. The
following artefacts or categories of remains were found on Site
MMOOL :

* Stone artefacts were found all over Mmatshetshele Mountain
and at the foot of the mountain. These artefacts, however,
clearly have no temporal association with Sites MMAQO1L,
MMAQOZ2 or MMAQOZ.

» Very few potsherds were collected on the surface of Site
MMAOOQOL. These potsherds belong to a Batswana pottery
category with perhaps one or two exceptions. Two

categories of pottery were distinguished, namely decorated
and undecorated potsherds.

® Three rubbing stones were found on different terraces on
the site. These artefacts were carried from the bank of a
river, probably the Hex River, to the site where they were
used for rubbing or polishing purposes.

* Only one lower grinding stone was found on the Lower Part
(LP) of the site.

® Although pieces of magnetite ore, quartzite stone and lime
were found on one of the site’s terraces, there is no clear
evidence which indicatesg that iron ore was smelted on the

site. Attempts to heat (forge) iron ore into iron
implements may have occurred on the site if this was
metallurgically possible. Evidence for large scale metal

working, however, 1is absent and such activities can, at
best, only be speculated about.
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attests to a well-formulated overall plan for Site MMAQOL.

The most important features which typify Site MMAOOl as a refugee
site 1include the absence of an archaeological deposit and
archaeological remains on this site. The scarcity of pot sherds
and the absence of middens is conspicuous and it is an anomaly
with regard to Batswana residential sites which usually contain
substantial numbers of broken pots and deep middens. Two broad
categories of pottery were distinguished on Site MMAQOl, namely
pottery belonging to an undecorated range found in the westerly
parts of the Bankeveld and a second group which have decorations
and which generally appear to be more common in the Bakgatla and
the Bakwena Bambgbépa domains in the eastern parts of the
Bankeveld as well as further north towards Warmbad and
Thabazimbi. The mixed occurrence of decorated and undecorated
pot sherds may suggest the gathering of people from different
spheres of influence in the Bankeveld. If such a conclusion is
correct, the wide range of pottery types, although limited in

quantity, may further support the proposition of refugee status
for Site MMAOOL.

The Matabele village complex north of Rustenburg contained a
limited number of Batswana pot sherds. The settlements in this
complex did not have any Nguni pottery to identify the Matabele’s
presence in this complex. It is therefore unlikely that the
presence of a mixed population (such as Matabele and Batswana)
in one settlement could be established on the basis of the
stylistic features of pottery used in a settlement. If Site
MMAOO1 housed a mixed population of refugees from different
corners of the Bankeveld, or even a mixed Batswana and Matabele
population, this cannot be established from the stylistic
features of the pottery found on the settlement or any other
archaeological features such as the type of dwellings built or
the spatial features of the site,.

Some settlements in the Matabele village complex were only
occupied by men, such as the military kraal (ikhanda) (Pistorius
1997¢c, 1997d). This type of settlement eventually grew into a
residential site (umusi), incorporating women and children. This
may also have been the case with Site MMAQOl, particularly when
one considers the general absence of pottery, grinding stones and
middens which are normally associated with the activities of
women .

Only one lower grinding stone was found on Site MMAOO1l. This
implies that the occupants of the site did not partake in
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number of Griquas who stole their cattle (Rasmussen 1978). The
question thus arises whether Sites MMA0Ol, MMAQO2 and MMAOO3, as
well as other settlements around Mmatshetshele, did not serve as
bullwarks from where swift counter-attacks could be launched
against any aggressive intentions of the Matabele village further
to the south. As such the site could have been occupied by a
regiment, such as the one kncown as "Matsetsele", which was
attached to the leadership of Tsoku of the Bakwena Bamdgbpa. The
site could even have been intermittedly used by such a regiment
during the wars in the Bankeveld.

Site MMAQO1l can be divided into three parts, if the UP, MP, and

the FP are considered to be separate spatial entities. This
correlates with the division of the Batswana village (motse) into
three components. According to this scheme, the MP of Site

MMAQO1l could have been the fa gare (or kgosing) where the senior
men of the regiment lived, while the UP and the FP may have
represented the respective dinthla divisions of the Batswana
morafe (tribe). According to Schapera (1976), the Batswana army
was composed of the regiments present in these three divisions
of the tribe. This proposal, however, is mature at present and
cannot be tested due to a lack of archaeological evidence.

The absence of archaeological material and archaeological
deposits on Site MMAOOl suggest a relatively short period of
occupation for this settlement. The Matabele wvillage complex
north of Rustenburg was alsco occupied for a relatively short
period of time, perhaps only for ten to fifteen or even twenty
yvears. This complex contained very 1little archaeclogical
material and no archaeological deposits. Nevertheless,
historical evidence has proved that the village complex took on
formiddable proportions and that it was occupied by a substantial
Matabele population (Pistorius 1997c, 19974).

Despite the lack of archaeological remains and the absence of
archaeological deposits on Site MMAOOl, it is possible that this
site could have been occupiled for a similar time period as the
Matabele village complex. Although the site is situated on a
mountain, it was not hidden from view. Its existence, therefore,
must have been known to any potential enemy. Its size suggests
that it was occupied by a substantial group of people who
probably won some acclaim for their defensive skills. Its
refugee inhabitants could also have attained stability by serving
a subservient role to the Matabele conguerers.

The pre-difagane and difagane wars in the Bankeveld caused havoc
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11 RECOMMENDATION

Site MMAOO1l was thoroughly studied during this Phase II
archaeological investigation. EVN Consulting Engineers and
Magalies Water have consequently complied with all the
requirements laid down by the permit issued by the National
Monument Council for the destruction of archaeological remains
on Mmatshetshele Mountain.

Development activities on Mmatshetshele Mountain can proceed with
the knowledge that the archaeological remains have been studied
to the best of our knowledge and means.

The results of this Phase II investigation will be published in
the December issue of the South African Journal of Ethnology
{1997 :vol.20;n0.4) .

Due acknowledgement will be given to Magalies Water for financing
the investigation and to EVN Consulting Engineers initiatives to

conduct a Phase I and a Phase II investigation of the proposed
development area.
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(283JQ) in the Rustenburg district of the North West Province:
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Supply Scheme. Report prepared for Walmsley Environmental
Consultants, EVN Consulting Engineers, Magalies Water & National
Monuments Council. (p4l).

Pistorius, J.C.C. 1997. 'mn Fase 2 Argeologiese Ondersoek van ‘n
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Noordsigwoonbuurt wvan Rustenburg. (Medewerkers: M. Hutten, S.
Gaigher, P. Birkholtz en W. Fourie). Versglag voorberei vir EVN
Projektebestuur, die Qorgangsraad van Rustenburg en Fox Lake &
Bauhaus Ontwikkelaars. (p27).

Pistorius, J.C.C. 1997. Proposal for archaeological survey and
assessment 1in the Bankeveld: new Buffelschrome/Modderspruit
substations and 88/22/11Kv interconnections. Report prepared for
the Network Services Manager, Eskom:Rustenburg. (p24).

Pistorius, J.C.C. 1997. A Phase I archaeclogical survey and
assessment for Eskom’s new Buffelschrome/Modderspruit substations
and 88/22/11Kv interconnections. Report prepared for the Network
Services Manager, Eskom:Rustenburg. (p23).
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The style of the pot sherds from Site MMAOOl reveals that
the pottery belongs to a Batswana pottery category. Note
the undecorated sherds (left) and the decorated

sherds
(right) in the collection.

Marula kernels were probably crushed in the dimples on a
rock in the FP of Site MMAOOL.
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Remains of well-preserved dwellings on the UP
MMAOO1 consist of upright standing foundation
arranged on the circumference of circles.
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"staircase" consisting of paved stones joins the FP and
MP of the site. This "ramp" also forms the main
rance to Site MMAOOL.
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11 Marula kernels were probably crushed in the dimples on a
rock in the FP of Site MMAOO1.







