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SYNOPSIS

Itis recommended that o Phase 2 Aichaeological Impact Assessment
be underiaken. The details could be finalised through mifigation on
site.

Depending on the Phase 2 report and Ifs recommendations, it would

be of the ulmost importance that the archaeologist be notified should

+ any graves anc/or middens are encountered ﬁ%ﬁ@ wmmﬁw
clearing of the mc%ﬁ@@ or during subsoil removal. it i

+ If any stonewalled mwcamz_,@w are identified.




e The entite cxan i fiodcndl mrsinly srvered in dense wenetrdion with the rea it

Al

The aim was fo undertake a Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment on approximately 150 ha on
a portion of Het Bad 465 KR, Warmbad, where o housing project has been proposed, to assess the
impact of the proposed project in terms of archaeological/historical sites and features and to make
recommendations. The task was performed on May 26 and June 2, 1999,

METHOD

A survey of the entire area demarcated for development was done on foot by an archaeclogist and
one assistant. Locations were recorded by means of a GPS (Garmnin, 45X1), and archaeclogical/historical
features were photographed with a Kodak Digital DC120 camera. Aerial photographs were supplied
by Mr F van Heerden (Really 1), which were scanned. As these were af my disposal during the
reconnaissance, the sites are only numbered in sequence and indicated on the map.

DESCRIPTION

R R P I
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ot st of he clea.wos-—.
several spof checks were done in the grass veld. The site covers at least 150 ha. A dam and several
smicill sfreams were encountered. The southem most part is planted with sunflowers.

As con be seen on the map, the largest concentiafion of archaeclogical sifes occur in the southem part,
These are of mixed Stone Age (Middle as well as Lafe Stone Age) as well as ron Age origin.

The mean size of numbered find places sites] is a 50 mdiameter. Sites 1 - 5 aie however much smaller,
in which orly a few arfefacts were recovered,  Finds were mostly made on the surface characterised by
previous disturbance, e.g the roads, as for exarmple, Site 6, which is a large, sandy area devoid of
vegetation, and if thus seems that more finds are still covered by fopsoil.

Most of the Stone Age finds were fiokes and fioked pieces, with limited numbers of formal fools. This
would characterize the area as one of fool preparcdion rather than o bulcher sife.

nthose cases where ron Age cultural material were found, the decorated or lipped poltery sherds were
gither too small ond fragrmented o be of any dicgnostic value, o lacked ony decordfive atibutes. At
present it is thus impossible fo state with any cerdainty to which culturat group these belonged.
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Site & is of parficular interest. I is the norhem most find place presently identified and located in on
open, sandy area dimost next 1o the rdilway line. Many microlithic and other small stone artefacts were
recovered from the surface.

Site 20 could possibly be a living sife, as a slight rise in the landscape could be indicative of the remains
of anenclosure . IFis however thickly covered with grass and small dloes. Again large numbers of small,
but undiagnostic potiery sherds were found,




EVALUATION

Frorm the cullurgl micterial recovered, it is clear that the area was dfilized of least since the Midde Stone
Age fimes (+ 100 000 va} up uniil the on Age period. The specific ron Age culfurcd group who
occupled or ulllized this area cannot be established of present without further investigotion. I does
however seem thot the cluster of archaeological sites, especially those containing signs of ron Age
occupation ancor utilizafion, on the southemmost part of the designated areq, is possibly indicative of
higher occupational densities outside the area that had fo be reconnoitred.

It seerns that ot least Siie 20 wos occupied by on Age people. It was however of the fime of
reconndissance Impossible to establish the exact nalure of the enclosure.,

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the above, it is recommended thal o Phase 2 Archaeological Impact Assessment be
undertaken of site 20 and that the area south of the 524754 lofitude be Investigated in more detail to
collect a represenictive sarmple of pottery rermains for the identification of the culfural group . The details
should be finalised through mitigation on site..

Depending on the Phose 2 report and s recormmendations, it would be of the ulmost importance that

the archaeologist be nofified should
« any graves and/or middens are encountered during inifiol clearing of the surface or during subsoll

removal,
« [f any sfonewdlled struclures are identified,
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LAW

The National Monuments Act (No. 28 of 1969] protects all palaeontological, archaeological and
historical sites and material older than 50 years. It is an offence to destroy, damage, dlfer, remove from
its original site, or excavate any such site or material without a permit from the National Monuments
Council. A person convicted of an offence in terms of the Act, could be liable for a fine of up to R10000

In ferms of the Envilonmental Conservation Act [No. 73 of 1989) the Infegiated Enviionmental
Management Procedure, Guideline Document 1 identifies certain man-made areas and fecatures that
are listed as environments which must be included in an environmental impact assessment report, These
include archaeological and palaeontological sites, graves and burial sites, buildings and sites of
religious, social and cultural significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

To minimise the impact of development on archaeclogicd sifes, and the impact of archaeologicd sites
on development projects, and to avoid costly delays if o site is discovered during the course of
construction work, it is important to hire an archaeologist well in advance to survey the area, It is
important that developers redlise that only quadlified professional archaeologists should be emploved to
underiake survey work,

The developer is responsible for the costs involved in hiting an archaeologist to investigate the sife.

Phase 1
The archaeclogist hired to do the work will submit o phase 1 report.  On the basis of the
recommendations and assessment of significance made in the report, a decision can be faken on how
the development may proceed. In most cases development will be able to go ahead as planned after
the sites have been recorded,

Phase 2
In some cases, mifigation in a Phose 2 programme will be necessary and may involve excavation of
collection of archaedlogical merterial, The purpose behind rmitigation is o sample the sife so that the
svidence can be stored permanently in o museum where It can be consulted at a later date for record
and reseqrch puposes,

Phase 3
More rarely, the sife may be so imporant that it will warrant modification of the development in o Phase
3 prograrmme. I this happens, the archaeclogist, the National Monuments Councll and the developer
can confer on the action fo be foken. It moy be possible 1o incorporate an ron Age village into o green
belt in a housing scheme, or fo maodify a high rise building plan by covering rare 18" century foundations
and associcted rubbish durmps beneath a parking ot to avold destroying therm completely.  Such
solutions are possible If the archaedclogist is consulted early enough in the planning process.

Perrnission for the developrment fo proceed can be given only once the National Monurments Council
is safisfied that steps have been tdken 1o ensure that the archaeclogical sites will not be damaged, or
that they have been adeguaiely recorded ond sampled.

If this chaln of action is followed, we slond a chance of saving something of our archaeclogical herfage
for future generations and of avolding conflict belween developers and culturdl conservationists. The
Notiondl Monumenis Councll must ensure that the historical ond cultural heritage of all South Afrlcans

is profected. Careful plonning con minimise the impact of archaeociogical surveys on development
projects by selecting options that cause the least amaount of inconvenience and delay,



EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS ACT (NO 28 OF 1969,
AS AMENDED IN 1986) THAT ARE RELEVANT TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

12(2A) No person shall destroy, damage, excavate, alter, remove from its original site
of export frorm the Republic -
any meteorife or fossil: o
any drowing or painting on stone or a pefroglyph known or commonly believed
o have been executed by Bushmen; or
any drawing of painfing on stone or a pefroglyph known or commonly believed
fo have been executed by any other people who inhabited or visited the
Republic before the seflernent of the Europeans af the Cape: or
any implement, omament or shucture known or commonly believed fo have
been made, used or erected by people referred to in paragraphs (i) and (c);
or
the anthropologicdl or archaeclogical contents of graves, caves, rock shelfers,
riddens, shell mounds or ofher sifes used by such people: or
any other historical site*, archaeological or palaeontological finds, material or
object,

except under the authorily of ond in accordance with o permit issued under this section.

[* An “historical site” Is defined as "any identifioble buliding or part thereof, marker,
milestone, gravestons, landmark or fell older thon 80 years, "]




Report on Workshop on
Standards for the Assessment of Significance and Research Priorities

for Contract Archaeology

African Associalion of Archaeologists) Biernial Conference
cm?ﬁ%%%@ﬁa.mm%%wﬁm

Janette Deacon
Nadional Mornurnents Councll

Opporiunities for archaeclogical confract work will expand in southem Affica in the nexd few vears. To
make the best of the opportunifies, medium-term (3-5 year) research and herlfage conservation priorities
need to be established os a matter of urgency in consultation with CRM practiioners, provinciol and
national hertage agencies and research archaeclogists.  The following factors are relevant,

1. InSouth Africa, the Deparrent of Environmental Affairs ond Tourlsm published on 5 Septermber 1997
its long-awalted List of Acfivifies which may have o substantial detrimental effect on the environment
and the regulafions regarding activifies identfified under Secfion 21(1) of the Enwironment Conservation
Act No. 73 of 1989). These effectively make environmental impact assessments cormpulsory for the
listed activities.

2. The Natfional Herifage Bill, designed to replace the National Monuments Act in South Aflica, came
before the Cabinet and Pariarment in 1998, It could become law from 1 April 1999, Armongst other
innovations, It makes impact assessments compuisory where historical, archaeclogical and
paloeontological sifes are affected by development but are not protected by other legisiation.

3. In neighbouring Afican countries, the tfempo of contract work is diso rising as new legisiation and
requirerments of the World Bank are implemented.

It seerms widely accepted that CRM practifioners do mifigation 1o rescue the research potential of o sife
which would otherwise be lost, The following kinds of sites were identified as being worthy of mitigation:

Stone Age / Hunter Gatherer
s cny open dir sife with bone or other organic scape - are they associated with river valleys,
micterial; werter sources or quaries?
= any cove of rock shelter with deposit; = evidence for modemity in Middle Stone Age
s fock painfings and rock engravings frecord sites;
context as well as images); « sites with evidence for interaction between
= guarry sites with possibilifies for core re-fitting; Stone Age ond ron Age or colonial people;
« long sequence sites; = Later Sfone Age sites with Bombata potfery;
« coostal and inlond shell middens; « pastoral sifes, especially in the Eastemn Caope,
« any sifes with Howlesons Poort, Stillbay or Rob- «  caches of oshich eggshells of other ftermns;
berg ortefacts; + hunfing blinds;
«  human remains or buricls; « evidence for exploitation of raw material sour-
= fish raps; ces such as hoamatite or specularite.

«  placement of Earier Stone Age sites in the lond-



kon Age [ Agricuturist

Sites that will help to clarify the ceramic se-
guence of the Early ron Age in the northem
ond eastern regions of southem Aflica;

any Bambato setflernent,

Early ron Age sifes with evidence for shuctures
of long terrn occupction;

sites with evidence for polifical or social hlerar-
chies;

evidence of the organization of metal produc-
fion;

burials with evidence for social differenfialion,
health and nulrifion;

avidence for frode within and outside of the
Zimbabwe cullure areq;

sites in arecs that are under-resecrched fo build
up the culture-historical sequence,;
specidl-pupose sites such as rainmoking, cir-
cumgcision, mining, funaces, catfle posts ve li-
ving sites, salf making;

Blockoum and Moor Pork sites in KwaZulu-Natal,
well preserved early Moloko sites with middens
for evidence of diet and subsistence or sfone

wailling;

any Zimbabwe-style stone walling should be
mapped in sufficient detail fo estimate factors
such as population size and grain-bin variabllity;
evidence for confernporary cultural inferaction,
for example between Kharmi and Moloko,;
stes with architectural stvles and informaotion on
materials used for housing, even in the recent
post

evidence for the infroduction of maize, sither
direct or in the sivle of grindstones used;

sites with bolanical remains of culligens;
inforrnadion on the dislibufion, size and charge-
feristics of doliy-holes for gold mining;
evidence for texiiles or weaving In addition fo
spinclle whorls;

evidence for gomes and confextual informa-
fion relating 1o thern;

figurine caches and spatiol relationships fo set-
flements;

check store outcrops near stonewalled sifes for
engravings.

Historical / Colonial

sites connected with whaoling and sedling;
ships or ship/boat stuctures on land;
shipwreck survivor camps,

sites In the inferdor with nineteenth century cera-
rmics (RESUNACT s preparing guidelines for
identification);

single occupation sites In wban environments
with deposits such as wells, cistems and depres-
slons;

17™ century or early 18 century sites in Cope
Town;

sites that are connected with national and infer-
nodional slave trade routes;

LSA sites with metdl lerms such as brass butions;

@

docurmentary ond archival searches should be
done before going into the field

sites that could inform on the effects of military
forces on indigenous local populations;

the symiodiic significance of fextiles, beads and
other items imported by traders;

sites with orgl fraditions of sacred significonce -
ool histoties increase significance and are
therefore rglevant fo archaeoiogy,

historical graves need sensitive removal during
mitigation and this is often best done In colla-
boralion between archaeclogists and funerdl
speciaiists.
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