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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
INVESTIGATION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS ON
HESTERSHOEK 356, BOSDUIFKLOOF 522 & JOUBERTSGIFT
521, BETHULIE, FREE STATE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The proposed residential developments are planned at Hestershoek 356,
Bosduifkloof 522 and Joubertsgift 521, Bethulie, near Gariep Dam.

No archaeological material was found on any of the proposed sites in this area.
Historical remains in the form of rectangular stone-walls occur on the farm
Hestershoek near the ruin of the farm house, but will be outside the area of
development.

| recommend that the planning of the development of the site should proceed.

INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION
INVESTIGATION

The sites for the proposed residential developments on the farms Hestershoek
356, Bosduifkloof 522 and Joubertsgift 521, Bethulie, near Gariep Dam were
visited on 26 April 2006 and 24 October 2007 in the company of Dr Johan du
Preez of MDA Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein. At the farm we were
received by the landowner, Mr Bertus Kotze.

The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation
Act, (73 of 1989).



LOCALITY

The farms are located along the R701 from Gariep Dam to Bethulie (Map 1)
(Surveyor-General 1973).

Vegetation of the area consits of grass plains with shrubs in between.

The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken (3025DA):
Rectangular stone structures 30°32’'11"S 025°36'42"E Altitude 1314m (Figs.6-9).

Farm stead Hestershoek 30°31'55”S 025°36’43"E Altitude 1318m (Fig.12).

Bosduifkloof 30°32'39”S 025°37'48"E Altitude 1312m.

Point A (HHK/BDK) 30°32'50”S 025°36'48"E Altitude 1277m (Fig.13).
Point B 30°33'01"S 025°38'02"E Altitude 1287m (Fig.14).
RESULTS

Rectangular stone-walled enclosures (Figs.6-9) occur on the farm Hestershoek
near the ruin of the farm house (Fig.12) and therefore, date from historical times.

A small number of highly patinated stone flakes were collected in the area
around the chalets at Hestershoek (Figs.2&15). This collection represents a very
small find and it is limited to that specific area. No other cultural material was
found at the site and no further indications of any other archaeological or
historical material were found.

FINDS
RECTANGULAR STONE-WALLED ENCLOSURES

Several rectangular stone-walled enclosures (Fig.6-9) are located near the ruined
farmhouse at Hestershoek (Fig.12). A single lower grinding stone (Fig.10) and
one upper grinder (Fig.11) were found near the kraals.

Another stone-wall seems to be more like a boundary fence (Fig.9). The origin
and purpose of these walls are unknown, but due to its proximity of the
farmhouse, | assume that these features date from times of European farming in
the region.



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT
The proposed developments at Hestershoek 356, Bosduifkloof 522 and
Joubertsgift 521, Bethulie, will have no impact on the historical remains of

the area. The stone-walled structures should not be included in the
planning of the developments at the site.

RECOMMENDATIONS

| recommend that the proposed developments at Hestershoek 356, Bosduifkloof
522 and Joubertsgift 521, Bethulie, should proceed.

There is no obvious reason to delay further planning and development of the site.

MITIGATION

Concerning the area for the proposed developments, no mitigation measures will
be required.

The stone-walls at Hestershoek should be avoided and people should be
discouraged to exploit the stone-walls during the building stage.
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Map 1 The locality of Bethulie in relation to Gariep Dam in the southern Free State.
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Map 2 Details on the locality of Hestershoek 356, Bethulie (3025DA).
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Map 3 Locality of Joubertsgift 521, Bethulie (3025DA).

Map 4 Bosduifkloof 522, Bethulie (3025DA).



Fig.1 Raptor Ridge Bed & Breakfast fascility at Hestershoek 356, Bethulie.

Fig.2 Crude stone flakes from the area around the chalets, Hestershoek.
(Pocket knife = 83mm).
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Fig.3 ' T prood ra f deveIope at Hesteshok, Bethulie.




Fig.5 View from Hestershoek towards Gariep Dam.
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Fig.6  Rectangular stone-walled structures at Hestershoek, Bethulie.



Fig.7
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Fig.8 Rectangular stone-walled features at Hestershoek.



Fig.9 Stone-wall along the ridge at Hestershoek, Bethulie.

ig.lO Upper grinding stone from near the stone-w
(Pocket knife = 83mm).

alls at Hestershoek.
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Figl2 Old farmhouse at Hestershoek, Bethulie.

12



Fig.14 Point . a Bosdwfk
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of 2 Iong the R701 ear Bethulie (See Map 4).
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Fig.15 Patinated stone flakes from the area around the chalets, Hestershoek.
(Pocket knife = 83mm).
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