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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HERITAGE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENTS ON PLOTS 18, 20 & 21 ON THE FARM DEALES 
GIFT 2804, BLOEMFONTEIN 

 
 
INVESTIGATION 
 
The proposed residential development is planned on Plots 18, 20 & 21 of the 
remainder of the farm Deales Gift 2804, Bloemfontein (Surveyor-General O.F.S. 
1973). The site was visited and inspected on 16 August 2005 in the company of 
Celeste Slaughter from Bokamoso Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein. We 
met the owner of the Tafelkop Estate, Mr Jan de Wet during the visit. 
 
The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to 
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be present. The 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation 
Act, (73 of 1989). 
 
 
LOCALITY 
 
The site for the proposed residential developments is located on the remainder of 
the farm Deales Gift 2804, north-east of Bloemfontein. The property lies to the 
east of the R30 road to Brandfort and borders on the main railway line from 
Bloemfontein (Map 1) (2926AB). 
 
The land faces the prominent hill called Tafelkop (Fig.1). 
 
The proposed development will cover only a small portion of the total of 140 
hectares. The area identified for development will run along the northern foot of 
the unnamed hill, facing Tafelkop towards the north (Fig.2). 
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There is a substantial stand of indigenous shrubs and trees (Acacia karoo and 
Wild Olive) along the floodwater ditch near the northern fence (Figs.1&3), while 
the rest of the property only contains a grass cover on clay soil (Fig.2). 
 
There are two boreholes with pumping equipment to supply water to the property. 
(29°03’11”S. 026°16’22”E. Altitude 1361m) (Fig.4). 
 
The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken: 
 
Entrance gate   29°03’29”S. 026°16’08”E. Altitude 1368m. 
 
SE corner along railway line 29°03’33”S. 026°16’37”E. Altitude 1351m 
(Fig.5). 
 
NE corner along railway line 29°03’18”S. 026°16’47”E. Altitude 1351m 
 
Residential house   29°03’14”S. 026°16’20”E. Altitude 1364m 
(Fig.6). 
 
 
FINDS 
 
A sparse scatter of Later Stone Age (LSA) individual flakes and tools occur on 
the soil surface and in the erosion gullies towards the storm water ditch (Fig.7). 
The sample provided inadequate information to identify the characteristics of the 
assemblage and the source of the finds. 
 
Ruins of labourer’s houses (29°03’21”S. 026°16’24”E. Altitude 1372m) (Figs.8&9) 
with associated ash heaps are located along the north-facing slope of the hill 
(29°03’23”S. 026°16’24”E. Altitude 1380m). 
 
A cluster of about 63 graves was located at the foot and towards the eastern end 
of the hill (29°03’25”S. 026°16’29”E. Altitude 1373m) (Figs.10-14). The houses 
with ash heaps and graves with a metal cross and glass and other containers as 
grave goods, could connect the graves to the occupants of the mentioned 
houses. 
 
No indication of other archaeological, historical material or Anglo-Boer War relics 
was discovered in the inspected area and neither was any ceramic ware found. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that the graves should be strictly avoided during the present 
and future developments. The graves should be fenced off and protected against 
any possible damage. Stone collection for building purposes should not be done 
in this area. 
 
No other obvious reason could be found to delay the commencement of further 
planning and development of the site. 
 
After examination by the archaeologist, it is recommended that the proposed 
developments may proceed. 
 
 
MITIGATION 
 
Concerning the area for the proposed development, no mitigation measures are 
needed. 
 
In the case of the graves, no development should take place in this particular 
area. 
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Map 1 Locality of the farm Dealesgift 2804, Bloemfontein (2926AB). 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 

 
Fig.1 Tafelkop as seen from the lower part of the farm near the railway line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.2. View of the unnamed hill on the property above the residential house. 
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Fig.3 A substantial bush and tree cover occur along the storm-water ditch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.4 The boreholes for the water supply. 
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Fig.5 South-eastern corner along the railway line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.6 Residential house. 
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Fig.7 A collection of Late Stone Age (LSA) tools and flakes found scattered on the surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.8 The locality of labourer’s houses along the north-facing slope of the hill. 
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Fig.9 Remains of labourer’s houses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.10 Graves at the foot of the hill near the labourer’s houses. 
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Fig.11 A grave with a metal cross headstone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.12 Another group of graves at Dealesgift 2804, Bloemfontein. 
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Fig.13 More graves at the site below the hill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.14 Grave covered with natural stones from the hill. 
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