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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE PROPOSED POWER TRANSMISSION 

LINE AT NORTHRIDGE MALL, BLOEMFONTEIN 
 
 
 
INVESTIGATION 
 
The corridor for the proposed power transmission line at Northridge Mall, 
Bloemfontein, was visited on 16 June 2006. Dr Johann du Preez of MDA 
Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein, took me to the site. 
 
The site was examined for any possible traces of cultural and historical remains 
to establish the potential impact of the developments on any archaeological and 
cultural historical material. The Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in 
terms of the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under 
the Environmental Conservation Act, (73 of 1989). 
 
 
LOCALITY 
 
The proposed power transmission line will run in a westerly direction from the 
Bayswater Sub-station near Gladstone Road towards the Northridge Mall west of 
Bloemfontein. 
 
The line will follow the existing servitude along the R700 road, crossing the farms 
Hillside 2830, Edendale 2147, where it will cross the R700 road to the farm 
Bayswater 2865 (Map 1). 
 
 
The following GPS co-ordinates (Cape scale) were taken (2926AA): 
 
Power line/R700 crossing  29°03’39”S 026°13’54”E Altitude 1413m 
(Fig.4). 
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New sub-station  29°03’19”S 026°13’43”E Altitude 1413m (Fig.5). 
 
North Ridge Mall  29°04’14”S 026°14’09”E Altitude 1417m (Fig.3). 
 
Bayswater Sub-station 29°04’30”S 026°14’41”E Altitude 1407m (Fig.1). 
 
 
FINDS 
 
Road building and farming activities in the past have caused serious damage to 
the environment along the R700 road from North Ridge Mall (Fig.7). 
 
No remains of archaeological or any other material of cultural and historical 
significance could be found along the corridor. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The disturbances by previous activities developments made it unlikely that any 
remains of early human occupation could have survived. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
There is no obvious reason to delay the commencement of further planning and 
development of the power transmission line. 
 
I recommend that the proposed developments may proceed. 
 
 
MITIGATION 
 
Concerning the area for the proposed development, no mitigation measures are 
needed. 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 

 
Map 1 Red line indicates the estimated route of the new power transmission line from Bayswater 

Sub-station along the servitude next to the R700 road to Bultfontein. Northridge Mall 
indicated by red arrow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.1 View of the Bayswater Sub-station with Naval Hill in the background. 
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Fig.2 The power line route from Bayswater Sub-station towards North ridge Mall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.3 View of the area opposite North Ridge Mall. 
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Fig.4 The crossing point of the power transmission line over the R700 road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.5 Position of the new sub-station near the R700 road. 
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Fig.6 The servitude line on the farm Bayswater 2865 facing west. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.7 Effects of road building in the area west of North Ridge Mall. 
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