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FIRST PHASE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 
INVESTIGATION OF THE PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENTS AT DOUGLAS VALLEY 260, 
BLOEMFONTEIN 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Residential developments are planned on the farm Douglas Valley 260, 
Bloemfontein. The portion of land lies west of the extension of Andries Pretorius 
Avenue outside Bloemfontein. 
 
The developments are planned along the foot slopes of the hill facing the landfill 
site opposite Northridge Mall. 
 
The area shows signs of previous damage by farming and building activities and 
no archaeological or other cultural material was found on the soil surface. 
 
There is a cluster of about seventy five graves on the western edge of the land 
proposed for development. This feature will be separated as an open space and 
will not be affected by the developments. 
 
A graveyard with about twenty European graves dating between 1897 and 1958 
is located towards the eastern border of the farm. This part of the land will 
likewise be preserved as an open area and the graves will not be affected by the 
developments. 
 
I recommend that further planning of the residential project may continue. 
 
 
INVESTIGATION 
 
The site for the proposed residential developments at a portion of the farm 
Douglas Valley 260, Bloemfontein, was visited and inspected on 30 October 
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2007 and again on 10 July 2008. Dr Johan Preez and Marguerite Wessels from 
MDA Environmental Consultants, Bloemfontein, accompanied me to the site. 
 
The area was examined for possible archaeological and historical material and to 
establish the potential impact on any cultural material that might be found. The 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is done in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act (NHRA), (25 of 1999) and under the Environmental Conservation 
Act, (73 of 1989). 
 
 
LOCALITY 
 
The farm Douglas Valley 260 is located along the extension of Andries Pretorius 
Avenue north of Bloemfontein (Map 1) (Surveyor-General O.F.S. 1973). 
 
The land lies along the foot slopes of the hill facing the landfill site and Petra 
quarry opposite the Northridge Mall (Map 2).  
 
The area consists of a very short grass cover. 
 
The following GPS coordinates (Cape scale) were taken (2926AB). Coordinate 
points were selected at random to record the extent of the land proposed for 
development. 
 
 
A   29°03’56”S. 026°15’26”E. Altitude 1407m (Figs.1-3). 
 
B   29°04’02”S. 026°15’23”E. Altitude 1413m (Figs.4-6). 
 
C   29°03’53”S. 026°15’26”E. Altitude 1415m (Figs.7&8). 
 
D   29°03’55”S. 026°15’17”E. Altitude 1405m (Figs.9&10). 
 
E   29°03’51”S. 026°15’10”E. Altitude 1404m (Figs.11&12). 
 
F   29°04’12”S. 026°15’14”E. Altitude 1404m (Fig.13&14). 
 
G   29°04’16”S. 026°15’15”E. Altitude 1381m (Figs.15&16). 
 
H   29°04’05”S. 026°15’19”E. Altitude 1389m (Fig.17). 
 
J   29°04’32”S. 026°15’41”E. Altitude 1379m (Figs.18&19). 
 
GRAVES  29°04’24”S. 026°15’20”E. Altitude 1387m (Figs.21-24). 
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FINDS 
 
The land shows signs of previous damage by farming and building activities. 
 
The area seams to be heavily over-grazed (Fig.2) and the soil surface appears 
sterile with no indication of any archaeological, historical or cultural material was 
found. 
 
A cluster of about seventy five graves occur on the western boundary of the 
development (Fig.21) (Map 2). The graves are stone covered and have an aged 
appearance (Figs.22-24). Some of the graves have headstones (Fig.23) and one 
contains a military type cross made out of galvanised sheeting (Fig.24). This 
phenomenon is common in the region and was also found at other graveyards in 
the vicinity of Bloemfontein (cf. Dreyer 2004a, 2004b, Henderson 2004). There is 
no indication of the origin and age of the graves, but it is considered that they 
represent the last resting place of farm labourers from the agricultural holdings 
and from the farm. 
 
A graveyard with about twenty European graves is located towards the eastern 
border of the farm (Fig.20). These graves date between 1897 and 1958. This part 
of the farm will be preserved as an open area and the graves will not be affected 
by the developments. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
According to the town planner the two graveyards will be earmarked as open 
spaces and will not be affected by the developments. 
 
No obvious reasons could be found to delay further planning and development of 
the site. 
 
I recommend that the proposed developments may proceed. 
 
 
MITIGATION 
 
Concerning the area for the proposed developments, mitigation measures will be 
needed in the case of the two graveyards. 
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS: 
 

 
Map 1 Locality of Roderick’s Park 2834, Bloemfontein (2926AB). 
 

 
Map 2 Detail of the proposed township establishment at Douglas Valley 260, Bloemfontein. 

GPS coordinate points were taken at random. 
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Fig.1 Point A along the slope of the ridge facing south (Point B). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.2 Point A facing the landfill site opposite Northridge Mall (west). 
 



 7 

 
Fig.3 Point A facing north along the ridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.4 Point B facing north towards Point A. 
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Fig.5 Point B facing the landfill site (west). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.6 Rocky hill at Point B. 
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Fig.7 Point C facing Point A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.8 Point C facing the landfill site. 
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Fig.9 Point D facing along the ridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.10 Point D facing south. 
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Fig.11 Point E facing the landfill site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.12 Point E facing south. 
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Fig.13 Point F facing Point E (north). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.14 Point F facing south. 
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Fig.15 Point G facing south. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.16 Point G facing the Northridge Mall. 
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Fig.17 Point H. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.18 Point J facing parallel with Andries Pretorius Avenue. 
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Fig.19 Point J facing north along the border of the land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.20 Graveyard east of the ridge. 
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Fig.21 Cluster of graves among the shrubs between Point G and Point J. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.22 Stone covered grave. 
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Fig.23 Stone covered grave with headstone. 
 
 

 
Fig.24 Grave with metal cross made from galvanised sheeting. 
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